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question to be decided ix shall we go
on as we are doing now until, =ay,
the end of six months, and then make
anaother appeal to your guardian, Tt
is just possible he may be more in-
¢linml-to listen to reason then.”

“1 witl do whatever you wish,™ she
answered simply. [ fear, however,
that while Mr Bursfleld lives he will
tuke no other view of the case.”

“We must hope that he will,” Jim
replied. “In the meantime, as long
a3 | know that you are true to me
andd love me as 1 love you, I shall be
quite happy.”

“You du believe that 1 love you,
dou’t you, Jim?" she asked, Inoking
up at her lover in the starlight.

“Of ecourse 1 do,” he answered.
“tiod knows what a lucky man [ deem
myself for having been permitted to
win " yonr love, I am supremely

thankfyl for one thing, and that is the

fact that my poor father learnt to
know und love you before his death.™

“*As [ had learnt to love him,” she
replied. "But there, who coull help
doing s0?”

“(ne man at least,” Jim Teplied.
“Unhappily we have the worst ol rea-
sons for kmowing that there was one
person in the workl who bare TMm
o mortal hatred."”

"You have heard nothing yet from
the police?”

“Nothing at all,” Jim answered,
shaking his head mournfully. “They
huave given me their most positive as-
snranceé that they are leaving no
stone unturned to find the man, and
xet, sa far, they appear to have been
entirely unsuccessful. It they do nnt
goon run him down I ghall take ap
the case myself, and see what I can dc
with it. And now here we are at the
wate. You do not know how hard it
is for me to let you go even for =n
short a time. With the closing of that
<door the light seems to go nat of my
life.”

“I bhepe and pray that you will al-

s be able ta say that,” she ans-
(] solemnly.
I'hen they bade each other good
nirht, and she disappeared into the
house. leaving Jim free ta resume his
wilk. He had nnt gone many stepe.
however, before he heard his name
called, and turning round, beheld no
less o person than Mr Huorsfield hurry-
ing townrds him. He swaited for thr
old gentleman to come up. It was the
first time that Jim had known him
to ventnre beyond the limits of lhis
own grounds, The cirgumstance was
ag puzzling ak il was unusual

“Will you permit me a short conver-
sation with you, Mr Standertan?”
LRursfield began. *“I rTecognised vonr
voice a5 you bade Misa Decie good-
tyve. and hurried after you in the hope
af catching you up.”

For n moment he hoped that the
old mun had come after him in order
o make amends, and to withdraw Fis
decision of a few nights beiore. This
hope, however, was extingulshed as
st as it was horn.

“Mr Standerton,” =said  Abraham
Bursfield, “you may remember what
I told you a8 few cvenings since with
regard Lo the propesal you did mne
the hananr of making on behalf of
my ward, Misg Decie?”

“I remember it perfectly,” Jim re-
plied. “It is scarcely likely that 1
should forget."

“Since then I have given the mat-
ter careful consideration, and I may
say that 1 have found no reason for
devinting from my previous deci-
aion,”

“I am morry indeed te hear that.
The more 80 a8 your ward sahd my-
seif are quite convinced that our af-
fections are such as will notchange

or grow weaker with time. Indeed,
Mr Bursfield, I have had another
iden in my mind whieh I {ancied

might possibly commend iteelf to you
and induce you to reconsider your
decision. You have already told me
that Miss Decie’s presence is neces-
eAry to your happiness. As a proof
of what a good girl she is I might
inform you that, only a few mements
since, she told me that she could not
confent to leave you, for the reason
that she felt that she owed &ll she
possessed ta you.'

“l am glad that Helen has one
little =park of gratitude,” he an-
awered. It is a fact though you
may not believe it, that she does owe
evverything to me. And naw for this
idea of yours."

“What T was going to propose is.”
=il Jim. “that in six months time
or 0, you shonld permit me to marry
yvour ward, ant from that day for-
ward should take up your residence
with us.”

The old man looked at him in as-
tonishment. Then he burst into a
torrent of speech.

“Such a thing is not to be thought
at,” he eried. "I eould not consider
it for a moment. It would be little
short of madpess, T am a recluse.
T care less than mnothing for such
things as society; my books are my
only companions. I want, and will
have, noe others. Besides, T could
not live in that house of yours, were
¥ou to offer me all the gold in the
workl.”

Here he grasped Jim's arm =0
tightly that the young man almost
winced.

“] have of course heard of yonr

father’s death” he coutinued, “It
i% sail that he was murdered. But,
surely, knowing what you do, you

are not going te he foolish enough
to believe that?”

“And -vhy should T not do s02?”
JHm asked in great surprise. “I ecan
believe nothing else, for every eir-
cumstnnce of the case peints to mur-
fder. Good heavens, Mr Bursfleld, if
my father was not murdered, how
did he meet his death?”

The other was gilent for a moment
hefore he replied. Then he drew a
step nearer. and looking np at Jim.
nsked in a low vaice:

“Hnave you forgotten what T said
ta you concerning the mystery of
the house? Did T neot tell you that
ome of the former owners was found
fdead in bed. having met his fate in
identically the =ame way as your
futher did? Doer net this appenr
significant to yon? Tf nat, your un-
deratanding must be AnL”

The new explanation of the

my-

atery was =mo extraordinary, that
Jim did not know what to say or
thiok about it. That his father's
death had resulted fromm any super-
natural agency, had never crossed
hik mingd.

I fear I am not inclined to agree
with you, Mr Burafielt,” he said
sumewhnt coldly. “Even if one went
%0 far ag to Delieve in such things,
the evidence given by the doctor at
the inquesi, would be wufticient to
refute the idea.”

“In that case let us drop the sub-
Jeet” Bursfleld answered, “My only
degire was to warn you, It
oured in the village that on the night
of your {father's denth, one of your
domesties was confronted by the
spectre known as the llack Dwart,
and fainted in consequence. My wold
manservant alze told me this morn-
ing that your butler had seen it on
another occasion, 1 believe the late
Lord Childerbridge also saw it, as
did the individual whoe preceded him.
One died a viclent death—the other
abandoned the property at once. Be
warned in time, Mr Standerton. For
my own part. as I have said before,
though it was the home of my an-
csstors, T would not puss a night at
Childerbridlge far the wealth of all
the Indies.”

“In that case you must be more
easily frightened than I an,” Jim re-
turned. *On the two ocrasinons you
mention. the only evidence we have
to rely upon is the word of a hy-
sterienl maidservant, and the asaur-
ance of a butler, who, for all we
know to the contrary, may have
treated himself more likerally than
usual on that particular evening, to
my poor father’s whisky.”

“Secoft as you will,” Rursfield re-
turaed, “but so far ns you are con-
eerned 1 have done my duty. I have
given you warning, and if you da not
care to profit by it. that has nothing
to do with me. And now to return
to the matter wpon which I hastened
after you this evening. 1 refer to
yvour proposed wmarringe with my
ward,”

Jim spid nothing, but waited for
him to continue. He had a vague
feeling that what he was ahout to
hear would mean unbhappiness for
himself.

1 informed you the other day,”
MMy Boarsfield eontinned, “that it was
impossible for me to saunction such
1 proposal. T regret that I am still
vumpelled to adhers to this decision.
In point of fact I feel that it is
necessary for me to go even further.
anrd ta sny that T must for the future
ask you to refraic from addressing
ryourself to Miss Deeie at all.”

“Io you mean thant yvou refuse me
permiskion to see her or tn speak
with her?" .Jim asked in amnzement,

“IF, by seeing her, you mean hald-
ing personul intercourse with her, I
must eonfess that vau have judged
the situation eorrvectly. T nm desir-
ous of preventing Miss Decie from
fal'tng inta the error of believing
that she will ever he your wife”

“lut, my deare sir, this ix oo most
absnrd proceeding. Why should youo

iy rum-

object to me, in this fashion? You
know nothing Bgainst me, and you
are aware that [ love your ward.
You ademitted on the last oceasion
that | discussed the matter with you,
that Miss Decie might expect little
or nuthing from you at your death.
Why, thervfore, in the name of com-
Mal EEOsE, Ure you Bo BOXIiOUB to
Prevent her marrying the man she
h!u—s. and who ix in a position to
give her all the comfort aad happi-
nexs wenlth and love cun bestow?™

“You have heard my decision,” the
other  replied quietly, *1 repeat
thnt on no cansideration will I con-
senf 1o a marringe between my
ward and yourself. Aod as I said
Just now { will go even further and
forbid yor most positively for the
future vither to see or to communi-
cate with her.”

“And you will not give me your
reasons for taking this  extraordi-
nary step?”

1 will not, That is a1l I have to
%uy to you, and T have the homour
tao wish you a good evening.”

“Hut | have oot finished yet,” said
Jim. whose anger by this time had
got the better of him, “Onece and
for all et me tell ¥ou  this, Mr
Lursfield, I  have alrcady in-
formed you that I am - desir-
ous at  any cost to make Miss
Decie my wife. T may add now, that
your tyrannical behavionr will only
nnke me the more anxious fo do 5o,
If the young lady deems it ineumbent
Npon lier tn awnlt your consent be-
fore marrying me, 1 will listen to
her and not force the mntter; but
give her up I eertainly wiil not se
Inng as 1 live”

"Reware, sir, T warn you, beware!™

the other almost shrieked.
“If that is all you kave to say to
me T will bid you good evening.™

Jim.

But Hursfield didd not answer; he
merely tnrned on his heel and strode
tuek in the direction of the Dower
Hause. Tim stood for & moment
looking nfter his retreating figure.
and when ke could no longer dis-
tingnish it. turned nnd made his way
hamewards, i

saind

On reaching the Mannr House he
informed his sister of what had
tiaken place between himselt and
Helen's punrdian,

“He must be mnd to trent yon =0,

suitl - Alice when her brother had
ished, *ITe knows thnt Helen
you: surely he cannot he so

selfish as to prefer his own comfort
to her happiness."

“1 am afraid that is exacily what
he does do.” «aid Jim. "“However, |
suppose T mopst make allownnees for
him., O« age is apt to be selfish.
lesides, we  have to remember, ns
Helen says. thnt she owes mueh 1o
him, [ «hull see what he says at
the end of six months, nnd then, if
Ire is not agreenble, tuke the matter
into my own hands"™

Tt thongh he spoke w0 calmly he
wias by no means at eaxe in his own
mind. 1le was made mueh happier,
Tiowever, hy n  note  which  was
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