THE

SYNOPSIS of INSTALMENTS I to IV.
William S8tanderton, a successful colon-
ist, with his two grown up chiidren,
have decided to leave Australla and settle
down in the Old Country. Juat before
their start, the son, Jim, !s accosted by
1 “swagman” who tells him to inform
his father thnt Richard Murbridge will
meet him Iin the morning. When Jim de-
livers the message, his father seems
greutly apltated, and although no harm
cames of the meetlng with Murbridge,

whom 5Standerton acknowledges having
known 1n previous yrars, both Jim and
his sister arec readered very uneasy.

Childerbridge Manor becomes the Fng-
lish bome of the Standertons--an historic
manalon with an army of ghosts. Jim,
out driving, runs over a Jdog, and be-
comed acquainted with its milstress, Miss
Decie, nnd her guardlan, Abraham Burs-
field. The two young people in time
fall In love with one another.
vut Mr BRursafleld refuses hls consent.
Jim encounters RiIchard Murbridge In
the park. He forbids him to see his
father, but the latter, on hearing of 1,
sanidy for the mnn and theyr have a
starmy interview. That evenlng s falnt-
ing servant declares she hns seen a
£host, and the next morntng Willlam
Standerton la found dead In bed, stranglea.
Busplcicn fastens at once upon Mur-
bridge, who, It 1a feund, has left for
London. “'Tha Black Dwarf" agrin ap-
pears, frightening the Inmates of the Hall

CHAPTER V.

The [uquest on the body of William
Stamderton was held next morning at
the George and Dragon Inn in the
village, and was attended by half the
neighhonrhand,  The 3ffaiv bad natn-
rilly eansed an immense sensaiion in
all ranks of Society, and. as the Cor-
aner  ohserved in his opening re-
marks, universal syviapathy was felt
for the bereaved family. Wilkins,
whi harl not altogether  recovered
from the fright he had received on
the night befure, was the first wit-
ness.  ile stated that he hod been the
first to discover the murler, and then
inforined the Curoner of the steps he

1 Trately  taken, Questioned
it paid to the Squnire by
Murvbritpe, he thiat the Iatter

w

= in oo gpreat v
from the

o when he tarned
honse, ad on being
: d to o xo, repeated the words
the Latter had nmule nse of. 1o econ-
elusian, he said that e was quite cer-
tain that no donor or window in the
hn Tl been 1eft unfastensl on
the niglt in guestion, ard that he was
eenaliy sure that nrone were found
ither apen or chowing signs of hav-
# heen tamperd with in the morn-

g, Jdim followed next and enrrabor-
atml whnt the hutler had soid. A
sensation waw ennsed whee he  in-

fernual the Corener that Murhridge
Toid threatened his father in his hear-
ing in Australine He cleserilved his
mesting with the man in the park
Tifure dinner, nind ndded that he had
forsidden him to wpproneh the honse.
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Exnmined by the Coroner, he was un-
able to say anything cvoneerning the
nature of the guarrel bBetween the
o men. The doctor was next eall-
ed. and stoted that he was summoned
tn the Manor House. He described
the Body, and gave it as his opinion
that death was due to strangulation.
Then followed the Police Ufficer. The
landiord was the mnext witness, and
he gave evidence to the effect that
the man Murbridge had stayed at the
int, had been absent on the evening
in question from eight o'clack until
half-past {welve, awd that he had de-
parted for London by the first train
an the following moruaing, The driver
of the mall cart, who had seen him
standing beside the stile, was next
called. He was quite sure thut he
had made no mistake as to the man's
identity, for the renson that he had
had a conversation with him at the
(egrge and Dragon inn earlier in the
evening. This completing the evl-
dence, the jury, withent leaving the
room, bronght in a verdict of “Wilful
murder against some person or per-
sons unknown,” and for  the time
heingr the case wae at an end.

“Yon must met be  disappointed,
«ir,” said IRabins afterwards. "It is
all you possibly cun expect. They

conld do ne moaore on such evidence.
I‘ut we've goi our warrant for the
arrest of Muorbridge. and as saonon as
we can lay our hands upon him we
may he atle te advance ancother and
most important step. [ am poing ap
to London this afterncoun, and 1 give
yvou my assuranee T shall not waste
1 moment in getting upon his track”
And you will et me knew without
Fail how you suceeed 7

*“l shall be sure to do so," Robins
replied.

“In the meantime there can be po
narm in my putting an advertisement
in the papers offering a reward of
Hve hundreed paounds to anyone who
will give such information as may
Il ta the dliscovers of the murder

“It is n Inrge sum to offer, «ie, and
will be sure ta bhring you a Iot of use-
I carrespnmdence.  8till, it may be
nf some uxe. atul 1owould sugpgest
that you sened it to the daily papers
without delay.”

- “Tt xhall be aone at once.”
im thereupon bnee the detecove
woud-bye, and returned to e house
to inform his sister of what hia
tnken plner at the inguest. bhe quite
apgreed with him on the matter -~
the reward, and an advertisement
was accordingly derpatched  tn the
Eondon newspnpers together with a
elhisgne to cover the cost of a num-
ber of insertions.

Next day the mortal remains of
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William Stonderton were conveyed
tao their last  Testing pilace in the
graveyard of the Iittle village
church. After the funeral 4im drove
back to the Manor House, accom-
panied by his father’s solivitor, wno
had travelled down from London for
the ceremony. He was alreauy
aware that, by his father's death, he
had become & rich man, but he had
nn iden how wealthy he would really
be. until the will was resd. When
this had been ¢one and he discovered
that he was worth npwards of half a
million sterling, he shnok his heart
sadly:

“I'd give it all up willingly, every
perny of it,” he answered, “to have
the poour old Governor alive again. .
wonder what the police are doing. 1t
seems an extraordinary thing 1o me
that so far they have not been aule
to obtain any clue as to the where-
abouts of Murbridge. IL.cok at this
heap of letters,” he continued, point-
ing to a heap of correspondence ly-
ing upon the writing table, “Fach
ont  hails from somebody who has
cither seen Murbridge or professes
tn know where he is to be found. (me
knows just such & mapn working in a
baker's shep in Shoreditch, another
has lately returned with him on
beard a liner from America, and on
receipt of the reward wiu give me

his  present address, Al third
says that he is a waiter in
n popular  restnurant in Ox-

furd street; a fourth avers that
he is hiding near the docks, and in-
tends leaving England this weelk. So
the tale goeg on, and will increase, 1
suppose, every day.”

“The effect of offering so large a
reward,” replicd the lawyer. "My
anly hope is that it will not have tne
effect of driving the man we want
rit of England, in which case the
diffienlty of laying hands upon him
will be more than doubled.

"“He need not think that flight win
«iave him. Let him go where he
pleares: I will run him to earth.”

Helen had spent the day at the
Manor ¥lonse, frying ta comfort

she decided to return to the Dower
House and Jim determined to accom-
pany her, They aeccordingly set onx
together. 8o ocecupied were they by
their own thoughts that for some
time nether of them spoke. Jim was
the first to break the silence.

“Helen,” he said, “I cannct thank
you sufficiently for your goodness o
poor Alies during this awful time.
Tut for you T do not know how she
wauld have come through it’r

“Poor girl,” Helen answered, “my
heart aches for her.”

“She was so fond of our father,”
James answered.

“Not more than you were, dear,”
Helen replied. “But you have borne
yonr trouble 8o bravely—never
once thinking of yourself.”

The night was dark, and there was
no opne about, sn why should he nor
have slipped his arm roond her waist,

“ILelen,” he said, “the titme Thas
come for me to ask what cur future
is to be. Will yon wait for Mr Tiors-
fleld’s death befare you bhreome my
wife, or will you court his displeasure
and trust yourself to me? You knnw
how T love youl™

“T know jt,” she answered. *But T
o not know what answer to give vou.
It you not see how I am situated?
I owe everything to my Guardian.
Tut for his care of me I suppose 1
should now be a governess, r musiec-
mistress, or something of that sort.
He has fed me, elothed me, and laved
me, affer his own fashion, all these
xyears. Wonld it not. therefore, seem
like an act of the basest ingratitude
to leave him desclate, merely to pro-
mate my own happiness?”’

“And does my happiness count for
mothing?” asked Jim “TLet us talk
the matter over dispassionately. and
sec what ean be done. Don’t think me
heartless in what T say. but you must
realise yourself that Mr Tiursfield i
a verv old man. Tt is inst possihle.
therefore. that the event we refrrred
to a few moments agn may fake
place in the near fnture. Then, awine
to our terrible loss. it will be impns-
sible for me, T suppose. to ha married
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