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LUNCH TIME. .

A FEW GOOD OXNES.

A “MOKE™ FROM THE KING o1

4. HBoscawen. phote. FUHEIR LAST DAYS ON NEW ZEALAND PASTULE.

Waikato Horses for the Eighth Contingent.

Something About Contingent
Horses.

The pittures we grive on this pagre
represent some spap shots taken at
the Waikito State Farm, pear Hamil-
ton, where wome 1530 harses fur the
Firhth Contingent were  axsembled
prioe to their shipment on board 1he
troopship Surrey, which left Suckland
on February 15t lnst. Here, ere we
inspected them, Mr E. Cliftun of the
Agrienltural Department, had mssem-
hled his purchases, and at the time
of our vizit they were enjoying the
st times the paor wnitmals were
likely to have for many a long day.
These horses were in various prass
paddacks on the farm, and were o
ing fed liberally on oats and goaxl
chatf in feeding tronghs set up in
the fiell ax shown in on- of our pic-
tures in thix issue. We  entirely
agree with AMr Clifton io his didea
that a horse intended for milita
service in Nanth Africa should L
nut un bioard  the troep: sip in
rond fettle as it I8 possible to Lase
him. There is no econewy in suvin:
feeding espenses at this end, 1l
thus remdering the horses Iess eapa-
e of sustained work  on. effort
when they get tn the frant. They
will not stand exposure, hard work.
and short rations any better,
very much worse, by bring seurvi
treated while there is no difficulty
in deing them well, Harse feed and
grass i85 cheap mind plentiful in New
Zealand, and we were glhul te see
these 130 eontingenters putting on
mond hard, healthy enndition in the
Watkato padidocks, thns briliting up
their constitution®s to  stand  the
stritin of the =ea voyare and the suhb-
sequent hardships of the campaign
in South Africa. The henlth aml
strength of the horses of a mounted
corps are as important to efliciency
as the health and strength of the
traopers that are to ride them.

Well. the Contingent horses at
Rrakura were, without deubt, a tine

. 1ot of animals on the average. Therc

uerfnin]y Wis some want of uniform-
ity of stamp. which is only to bLe ex-
pected when there is ne systematic
Lreeding of wmilitary remounts in this
vunntry. Onee of the finest horses
af the lot was n line upstanding hay.
akont 151 in heizht, with o =rend
girth, & gnod shoulder, and  niae
inches nf zood H#at hone below the
knee, He was {from the King Coun-
try, six years oll, and probabiy
Maori bred. He was o bit raw and
timid, having evidently been very lit-
tle handled or ridden, with splendis
feet as hara  as  dron, which hid
never bheen shod. He had a plain,
holil-lnuking head, Lnt he earried it
well and showed conrnge and power
all aver. He prohably bad thorough-
bred blood in lam. but though fast
and active as 2 pony. theree were mure
evidences of strength ond sood con-
stitution albomt him than of what is
koown as “nuality.”  We give o prre-
irait of hihw which does pot Hatter
Lim by any wesns.

The youth who rode the burses Tor
frial purposes was o typieal eolo i
ridler, quict, eitlm nmd featles
able ta stick on anythine on .
He was evidently disappointel
at the absence of some goalf ekees
amongst the moh, so that his
ki of sticking to the skin
be  properly  dis We
aw one wild attempt af bhink-
ing amongs=t the whole Let, bt s a
rule the real bucekjumper s rarve in
New Zealnnd, altheugh now amd then
ane comes across some real artists
nt the gume.

At the Ruokura Farm the
horses were gretting good heart intn
ihemn, with twe or three feeds noday
of chadf and oats, mixed in the pri-
nartion of 20 bags of chatfal onten
sheaves 1o 8 Lags of pond mats, be-
sirlex the gprass they conld pick up,
and they were shipped on board b
surrey in enpital condition tn stanl
the voynge as all b *8 shenlkl be
which are sent to Afrien for active
service. Kach horse was shed on
the forefeet, to prevent  injury to
the hoofs uyv stamping and pawing
un hoard ship. One of our pictures
showes the shacing smith at work. the
Joh heing well and expeditionsty car-
ried nut at the farm by Mr Sinde, of
Hamilton,
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