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“The Second in Command,”™ the mili-
tary play with which tbhe Bronghs
commrenced  their farewell  srason
im Auckiand, is the aotithesis of the
sensatiosn]l melodrama and thr musi-
val comedy on which Northern thea-
tregoers src waont to feed. For that
reasou afone there is no doubt that
many will prefer the spiced meat of
ihe owne. and the wlhipt cream of the
other, to the wholesome interes: aml
stimulation of Caplain Marshall's
clever comedy. But to those ‘'whose
Aramatic palate ie neither crude nor
degenerale. here is a drama thar must
appeal.” For here are live men and
women, inxtead of mere musical mari-
vanettes and impossible heroes aand
Beroines, and here, too, is the realizm
that ia aitogether independent of ithe
tricks of the stage mochanism’ and the
calciam light mao., The whole thing
is delightfully cool! and sane in ils
#oune, unmarred by claptrap and ex-
aggeration, and eminently healthy.
The adiniral:ly conceived. and no less
sdmirably evolved little plot is sim-
plicity and naturalnesa itsell, deals
nothing in ingenions convelusions .»f
wWystery, has no surprises; but de-

pends for its bold on the andience on

the skilful bandling of such a drama-
tic incident as might bappen in any
of oue lives. In the most quoiet, un-
Obtrusive way the story draws us inwe
a charmed cirele, and by the time
the curtaia bas fallen on the first act
we are. aimost unconsciowsly. respon-
sive 1o its most delicate inflnence a3
the needle tu the magnet. It begins
by mildly interesting, by amusing wr.
It ends Ly thrilling ns in a way one
could Larely have expected. It bLrings
us in touch with a play of ennolling
seutiment and passion; it leares us
belser Ten and better women, with
a h|g.i|er apprecistion of the depth of
sterting worsh that lies concealed in
homan nature. The military setting
of the play—the barrack .‘:ard, the
#mart puiforms, the. tramp of men,
the bachelor luxury.of the rhess, the
Ppreparations for the war, the bugle
calls, and the scenic appendages of
the drams geperally—must have cre-
dit for much. - They give jost the af-
magphere in which the action of the
play shows to most telling advantagre,
Mr Brongh. as that most loval of
souls, thongh far from the most bril-
fiant or :uecessful of soldiers, AMajor
Christopher Bingham, fills & mle in
which hix very mannerisms are a dis-
tinct aid. In that final scene, where
Le feigning sleep hears  the recon-
ciliaticn hetween his lost Muriel and
Colone) Anstruther, and later receires
the Victoria Cross from the bands
©of the DIuke. the audienes remaing
spellouad. It was nmo . admimble
piece n_f silent meting, = triumph of
répression on the part of Mr Brough;
and o Letter evidence of the success
o! his entire impersonation of the
Boble - hearted “Kit™. was reqhired
than the absolute appreciation of the
Strong wituntion which the house dis-
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played. Mr Brough tovk so soch of
ike sympathy of the sodience that
perhaps Mr Ward, as Colonel Miles
Amnstruther, hardly got kis fair share
of praise for a convincing study of
a. none (0o easy part. A trifis too
»tiff in his soldieriy bearing some-
tipnes, in sttitude, tome, expression,
be allowz the workings of iz storm-
toesed soul to reveal themselves
through the bartier of a sirong and
reserved nature. Miss Temple, always
good in whatever she exsays, in natu-
ral to the last degret in the role of
Muriel Mangering. It ix a role that-
might ¢asily be over-acied, and the
chief praise that could be given the
lady is that she never falls into that
trap. Where the more sabile humour -
ol the play might fail o reachk a see--
tion of the audience, Mr Lestie Victor,
ax the Hon. Hildebrand Carstairs,
vomes te the rencue with s broader
fun. - With his mother,” Jady Hnars
borgh (Miss Sosie Vaoghan), ke can
claim most of the langhier  of the
evening., Miss Vers Uibsen, as Norm.,
was fresh and charming, and the ather
roles were all ably filled.' To sum np
one’s impressions of the play. it Is
absorbingly interesting, and holds the
Ieifror up to phases of human natare
which one cannot contemplate with.
oot feeling the bettar for it.. It ie an
excellent play, escellently acted.. . .

Thie evening = (Twesday) “The
Magistrate” will be produced, and
on Thuormday, Friday, and Saturday
thers will be prodnced for the frst
time in New Zesland Carton's' fam-
ous comedy “Lady Huntworth's Ex-
periment.”” Mrs Broogh wil re-ap-
pear in the latter play.

‘:The Pollards have oo Intention of
ziving New Zealaud ap for a con-
siderable’ time to come. Rookings
the

a five weeks® geason in January,
190G, i}

i

. The Wilson Barrett Company will
cpen in Aockiand on February Sth,.
playing doring the =eason *“The
Sign of the Cross,” “Man and His
Makers,” “The 2 Manxman,™ *“The
Silver King.” “Virginius,” “Hamlet,'*
and “Othetlo.™ The ¢ompany com-
menced their New Zealand tour at
Dunedin last Saturday.

Lily Mowbray, who was for a long
time leading dancer with the Pollard
Opera Company, and recently a mem-
ber of the Holloway Dramatic Or-
gunisation, has {says Sydney “News-
letter”™) decided to go in for waude-
ville altngether.
with Eilie Mowbray, aod the pair
male a petite and graceful team.
They sre now appearing at the
Brisbane Inyal, _ where - their
“gurns” have become a leading fem-
ture of the performance. 1
critics way that their equnl has not
been seen there.

Advance sgent L. J. Lohr, so well
kpown on these coasts, now keepsa
a hotel at Aoderson’s -Tnlet, about
seventy miles from Melbourne.

" Soms  twenty-eight characters
have roles allotted to them in *A
Meszage from Mars™ which ﬂ_le
Hawtrey Comedy Company mow in
Christchurch are playing. An Ameri-
can critic says of “A Message from
Mars":—It. raps selfishness of every
sort and kind meverely over the
kpuckies. It points a dosen morals
and andorps = pretiy - tale.’ It's =
dramatisation of Dickens” “A Christ-
mas Carol,” in short, made for every-
day unse. Dickens' Scrooge IE trans-
formed Inte young Horace Packer,
a vonceited, grasping, gelf-centred
young Loudoner, who retuses to take
bia pretty finncee to a dance becausa
be doesn't want to go in the snow
agaio, After the girl has departed,
chaperoned by her aunt, in the
Ligheat dudgeon, young Packer falls
asleep In hiu easy chair and is visited
by & messenger from Mars, who puts
him through such & set of paces that

by the time the pretty girl comes

She has “doubled" ’

home again ke iz a completely
tramaformed chargcter. It would be
apoiling s good wipht's fou % sater
inte turther particulars of tha plog.
It In ome of those ware comedies
which, while it keeps ihe froat of
you shaking wilh laughier, Dan-
ages meanwhile o keep eoM-ehili
runsting wp and dows yoar back -

Whea Charles Arvold revives  his
old piece “Hans the Boatmaa™ at the
Palace Theaire st Christmas, an lm-
portant member of the east will be
“Lord Harry,”™ the champicn St Fer-
nard dog of Victoria. This massive
creature weighs 14} stone, and was
considered the most savage dog at
the Vietorian beoch whows; but Ar-
nold took him im band, and lrnioed
him 3o skilfully that wnow “lord
Barry™ rompa with the children, and
even allows them to ride on his back.
He also leads poor blind Hans sbout
Arocid agreed to purchase him if he
suctreded in trainiog him, but when
the owner of the dog saw him art he
declined to part with him, so Arnold
has borrowed him for his Sydoey sea-
son.

The Wellington Amateur Operatia
Rociety is agnia alowing ihe public
to choose itz own opera for produe-
tion next year. The operad o be rul-
mitted to the ballot are “Lex Cloches
de Comeville™ *“Dorothy,” “The
Grand Duchess,™ “The Mountebanka™
“Ruddigore,” and “Tle Yeoman of
1he Guard™ .

“Florodora™ will soon celebrxie the
conclusion of a year's run in New
York. The occasion will have special
honour, and the romposer, Leslie
Styart, will conduct the orvhestra.

Mrs Patrick Campbell, the famcns
English actress, will make her first
. Americam apprarance in New York
early in Jenuary.

"We are all arquaioted with Puneh®s
advice 10 the person who was abou:
to marry: “Don’t!” Now comes 'he
English actor-manager, George Alex.
ander, who is ideolised by the English
mintinee maidens, with these bita of
fage counsel to the stage-struck:—
Deon’t—uniess you can rough it. Don’t
—-uanlesg you van wait. Don’t—unless
¥ou can ea! your heart. Dont-—un-
less vou can-weep-—and win, Unless
o2 can  accept as  yeur portionm
disappointment, delay. weariness, tra-
vel, trarail, opposition, malice. neg-
lect, and the thousand natural =hocks
that (stage) #flesh is heir to, why—I
would din it into yoo—don’t!

“The Thirty Thanes" is the title of -

a new and very asuccessful English
« production, the Ausiralian vights of
which Mr Musgrove has just secured.

TO DAREEN GREY HAIR, .

. Lockyer's Suipbur Hair Restorer,
quickest, safest, best; restorea the
natural ceplour. Lpckyer's, the real
* Fnglish Hair Restorer: Large bottles,
1/6; everywhere.—(Ad.)

. Graphic Santa Clans’ Tey

THE CEREMONY AY THE CHORAL
- HALL -

No deabt all our juveniie readers,
esprcially the “Uraphic™ cousina, and
those who dressed dolla for the rom-
petitios, will be interesied in hescing
of the exhibition of dolls, and of the
dfatribution at the Choral Hall oa
Chrintmas Eve. Well, then, to begin
at the beginniog. The arvival of the
dolis at the “Uraphit™ aifies i= not a
thing Coonin Kate or those helping
mer iv likely to forget. Huw they did
pour i ‘i'he oflice boys seemed 0
be doing mothing rise but running wp
and down rtairs garrying the care-
fully packed gaily dressed children.
For almast all of them were dressed
w»y children. Curiowsly enough there
were only two boy dolis sent jn, sad
one litthe girl with & tura for humour
had made hers & “new woman,™ with
blovmers and m rding jacket. What
a work it wes ticking off the namea
ANl entering them and the agey ou &
limy, and then placing on each dol &
number, so that those judging show.a
Lave mo idea of who the competitors
were. Every pow and then thosa
dmng this work had to stop to admire
some more beaotifully-worked dreas
than ususal, but the most satisfac-
tury part of the whole competition
really wos the remarkable crenness
of the notk. The dresases were all 50
good that it seemed aimowt Impos-
sihle to conceive bhaw the judgea
weuld get throngh their work, and, s
will be seea  later . on, they found
their task difficult encugh. Once all
the dolls were unpacked they were
taken im hupe baskets to Mesars.
Phillippe - & Son's window in: Queen-
street, and a5 many as possible were
there displayed, and, as all Auckland
children know, atiricted an immense

amount of admiration. Then on Tues--

day afternpon all werc removed to
the Choral Hall, and arranged along
the long tablex, which were cover
withk purple cloth. It is a pity all
ti:c children who dressed dolls could
not have seen the show as the dolls
stood out with their dresaes all
carefully Bnffed out and arranged by
a committee of ladies. All the col-
nurs of the rainbuw were represent-
ed. Pink dolls, blue dolls, yellow
dolls, ddolls of all colours and
of all ages, most beautrifully mnd
most ncaily dressed. Two of the
very bhest were two babies, one in
long clothes, most exquisitely finish-
ed by hand, and the other also in long
clothes, but machine made, Every
detail was complete, ones even hav-
ing her bottle. Then. again, one
family of three sisters seat a set of
narse, cook., and housemaid. All
were beautifully done. The nutse
wax & regular hospital professional,
anll had two medsals, & little note
. book and a pencil, the red crosa
Lacdge, and a tiny little thermometsr
for taking the patient’s temperatire.
The bhousemaid bad a little salvee
with cards and letters for the
“Graphic” and was most cleverly
dressed in black, with the neatest of
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