Satorday, Janvary 4. 1902.

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

20

Within an Ace.

A strange adventure. and ooe which
would seem almost laughable but for
its well nizh fatal consequences, once
recuried at Gn exiensive hop disiriet
in America.

tireat quantities of the hops after
beipg kiln dried till they are al-
most as light as sir. are put away in
litge store houser. In the distriet in
qu[-«.-' wn there is such a store huouse,
well filiel at the time of the occur-
rence with the produet of the country
round about. A bin contained a
mass of hops. Above it some loose
buards were laid across. upon which
the workmen might poss from one
side of the hin tu The oTher.

One day a young man employed in
the store house started 1o cross on
these boards. If he knew that he
was in a dangerous place he was not

governed by his knowledge. for he
walked s0 carelessiy that he dislodged
one of the buards and fvll into the
mass of hops

This at first only made him laupgh.
for the hups were saft aml lizht; they
had ao agrerahle smell amd feeling.
Fur a few moments, thaigh the hops
were about his ears, he bad a delight-
ful seose. as if he were in some bip
feather bed.

Then he: started ta walk out. ITe
made a few muonements with his feel.
and was surrrsed to find himself
~inking inio the m till the hops
covermd his fves and the top of hi-
head. Rtill he was far from being
frightened. and continued to move h'<
hands and feet in the fearhery maxs.

tut now be had =sank ste
deep that all wax darkness
around him. He ecould nat

have told which way was up or which
way was down if it had not been for

that terrible pravitation that carried
him ever deeper into the  vielding
ahyss.

1'p te this ment he haed not ex-
prerienced any difliculty in breathing,
a rense of
=uffocation. lie thorvwshiy
frichtened at lust and began to shout
fur help.

The poor feliow
called awmd called. but his vaice appear-
ed ta carry no further th
hops which elung about his lips, He
relonbled  his exertions aml fairly
~reamed. but his effurrs only <erved
ter qdeprive him of the little breath
that the closiogr mass had left him,
The hops, so light at first. now
wemed az heavy as lead. Hi gasped
amd masped. bur presentiv Jdiscoversd
that by devoting all his strength ta
pressing away the hopz from ahour
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The mouivet before Lis senses hal
resled in ~utoeation. Fot pew they
revived with hope, amd he cafled
et as loudly as he cowd. Then
all was =ilent again. He farcied that

hi= brother higd net heasd him at all,
Lut had merely becn looking for him.
and net findi hiw here ol praassed
ap to soms other part of the building,
The alespair which H rhonerht
travehr aesde him loge hi=  breath
ami hix eouiage i, aml be =woon-
ed.

I'rexently, however, e had a0 sense
as if someone was poking him with
i =tick. Thiz was indeed the case.
Hi< bruther, hearing  the mufed
sonnd of his voics. hid come to the
re=ere with a leng poles which he was
thrusting about in the great mass of
haps, )

When thix camie in contiet with his
Landy the youn
~ently had srpse enongh te lay hold
uf the pale,

Hi- bratler answereld with a steady
hat ~trong poll Wl soon the victim
felt him=elf deawn to the <urface of
the heap. He =aw the daylicht aronud
hitme and breathed the fresh air deeps
by,

Tiv was =oon on his feet and as well
as wver, hut he had been perilously
near to death, and it is quite certain
that hereafier he will take good care
net to fall into hop bins.

man revived ol pre-

¢ o sweltering Sabbath i
chinreh up conntry, the perspicing
mini=ter. instead of preaching a lang

sermon. called the attention of the
CreneT tian 1o the fizures on the
Therm fer.  dust sty fhose

he sanl. It ain’t balf ax hor
here as a0l find ir hereafrer if you
don™t memd your waxs

figrres,
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