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Every Man Hia Own Lawyer.

Dr. Wilkios' conduct, of his case in
the Auckland BSupremme Court last
week strongly suggested at one poing
the ancient »aw- that he ‘who is his
own lawyer has a fool for a elie
Probably it was a legal wit who first
franed that aphorisms 60 the peen-
niary benefit of himself and his pro-
Tession, bt experience. has substan-
tiated it. 8170l there will always he o
strong- templation for a layman 1o
think himself hetter qualified to plead
his own cause thair any other man. Lt
seems in 2 way natural that the indi-
vidual mast deeply interested in the

maiter should he able to state his -
view of it in thée most forcible and -

convincing -terms; and it s the com-

mon ignorance of legal forms and pro- |
eedure rather_than any doubt of his |

own powers lthat leads a man tao en-
gage a lawyer for purposes of atiack
ur defence,
culties stand in the way of the ama-
Leur pleader, ar things would be in A
parlouws condition. The lJaw may he an
cxpensive, tedious, cumbersome  antk
unsatisfuctory machine, but withont
even that very imperfect machinery
the course of litigation woukd be ten
times more complicated, tedions and
cxpensive than it now s, In the old
times the complainant brought  his
urie s« Dbefore his king or chief,
and sned in propria persona, the anto-
crat of the Bench weighed the evi-
denee 1a the best of his ability, andd
there was no  putting aside his aye
Or nay. Such Hummury pi'nledun'
woulll nat sutl s, however,

more comgl affair, and if the
parties to every dispute were to be
enconraged to  condoct  their own
vases, having no {raining whatsoever
in the matter,
tuss _of time. TFake any
one session of our Supreume Court, aml
eonsider how it wauld be lengthencd
out if every oilc of the acensed con-
dueted his own ease. The law may be
expensive, as 1 said, but it is cheap to
what would be the cosf of the ovther
arrangement.  And, (urther, notwith-
standing the popular betiel that lTaw-
yers make qgrarrels, 1 ain convineed
that with the free system of svery
man his own lwyer our judges woullt
have twiee s much work as at pres-
ent,

O o R o <
The Spring Paet.

The spring poet is not a ereation

of the comic juernals. He is o fesh
and  Blowd  reality, as every wditor
knows ta his sorrow,  The spring
lime of the year docs seem to hinve

Cinfluence
At thas
tha

siufe strange  stimolati
e poctister as well as poet.
SCABUN INOFS ﬂmu at any other
rerse-ukers more  than

In s.gulp.uhy with naiure,
in pro-
digal abuw e, ﬂ.n(l dl‘op 1hem an
poar editers” tubles, whae in turn prob-
ably drop them in tha waste
r 1 Swlicve (hat 37 s oua orat
cian would examine into the matter
it wauld bhe foumd that more bad
riiymes are praduced in 1his quarter
ol 1he s than daring the other
three, The public don’e guite under-
gsiand this. They are =suved the
ttretion by the inlerposition of a spee-
int! providence in the shape of 1he
humble editor. They muake the ace
quaintanee  of these verszes chivily
have  just  emouph - poeticul
welght  to deliver " them {rom the
editor’™s winnowing pen.  If they oniy
khew the materfal among which 1lat
pen hay lnboursd like o flail!  Relecs

in-

tinn may disconrage ihe true poet,
but never (e poctaster A mare

gelf-sullicient mortal than the man or
woman who wriles bad “poe
miscull the glefl—it would be impses-
sible fo find, And the troulide is ik
they ore uwot confined to the nwdu-
vatedd.  People of education and, one
wouhlll expect, a ecerfuin amount. of
culinre, are canstantly WPITIlgE Verses
which have little rhyme or rearon in
them. 1 rewd the other doy in o
mall ehuwrch  magazine o  semi-re-
ligioud effuxion Ly the winister—a
ringultarly thin praduction, with little
and no nactry in i, That an

Fortunate il is that difti- |

1be result would he an .

_s)lks awdd bric-ua-brae,

vducafell and presumably busy masn
=houlll write that surt of stuff is not
it little surprising, but that he showeid
publish it is nupardonabte. It cither
Letrays a s absence of poetie Juiigr-
ment, or what i much worse, a cruel
indiffercnee 1o the poetic tastes of
rthers. Yet, stay, what does the
poetic taste of most nmount te? Is iy
noet singalarly raw amd unfermed? s
it Mut the case thai ten peepls out
ul ciery dozen will prefer the Jie
liug, inconsequential rhymes »f e
Ml ponet to the noblest verse?  Foo
thnt very reason i5 the sin of bim
wiwo writes bad verse, and of him
whu pubdishes it. aH the greater?
They set a low standard, which is
worse than none at a1l, The conceited
inepitude of :such writers, and the

foolish complaisanee of such editors

dre alike to be condenmed.
o o < o L]

‘The Partilion of China.

1t was un-French, because it was
ungallant, in General Vovroa o
ancuse the laides of the foreigu legsi-
tions in Vekin of having taken part
in the pillaging of the richest shops.
Whether it wag true or not, h
shonld have held his tongue, nnd the
French  Government, to whom e
commamicated his story, do well to
hold theirs. Between us, T think the
tale by no means improbable, and
1he alleged conduet of 1the ladies not
inexensable. Thut  the teweptation
wans enormous everyone will admit,
and jt was g sort of temptation 10
which ladies nre ©supposed to by
peenliarly susceptible. I fnncy envy
rather than condemnation will Le
the feeling with regard to the inci-
dent in most feminine minds. Tt
her who is withoeut a grain of the
former feéling cast the first stone at
these - ladies.
have bheen -to  them, weakened by
fenr, anxiety, and want of propec
food, to have such a tempiation cask
in theiry paib. [t was  at most but
a wspoiling of the ILgyprians for
swhich tlhey eould plead Seriptural
sanetion. it wus little- aficr =«
people had been thirsting for your
blood that you should take their
Loot of anoibher
hind would probubly have esvaped
those delicate fingers, bnt  what
woman's heart is strong to rtesist in-

tricate  Inees, guaint  ivories, nml
pretly  jewellery. When,  according
te Vorroa, the missionaries were not

sltogether guiirless, shall we marvel
that the women fell? The ¢ihies of
1he matter of course wwhinit of 1o
argument. 1t was wrong lo lost dhe
shops of individuals whe had  pro-
hably little if anyvthing to o with
the tronble, and had it been righy,
these ludies had oo elaims 1o the in-
wividoal possession of the aticles,
But in a case of that kil ethicat
considerations  beecome  ohseured =
1hey are even on such =maller ovea-
sions, as when & ludy codeavonrs to
smuggle her trunks throngh the -
toms without their being opensd.

o s o o o -
‘The Red, White and Blue,
1 am afraid Mr Murray, the b

tescher of the Kirikiri sehinol, w
the Auckland Board  of  im
have dismissed beenuse he roelos
sabiute the sehonl flag or to io-temnel

the chiklven 10 do s, will met pged
very mueh public sympathy, 1is at-
titude will inevitably sop piro.

Fopaday s
L 1o tuber-
the prpuiae

Boer leanings, atd in these
pro-Boerism, which we u
mie smilingly, in ander
curse,  As o fact, howeser,
not & word in Mre Morray's vika
of his conduet that gives o
of disloynlly on hisx part. Pl
he tnkes up in peealive; I aaver

of It before, He protests thay 1
entirely loval 10 the sutharity, hiae-
our, and Empive, which the flup syin-
Bolises, lnt that bhe olijeets to da
homonge 1o e symbel it=elf. Appar-
ently he sssoviates the wvluling of tin
piece of hunting with
to wlolniry, it i
seienre 1o ralnte
finnl declaration.

my
wis Iis
whith { 7.

Imagine what it must -

ther that i1 s not lovalty sen maeh an
poetry and kmmrimition, et i e k-
ing in this preesptor of vonth, e
dues hot 2ve, it wonld seem, 1hat the
saluting ceremuny is the most harm-
Iess pivee of symbolism an 1he Eee
uf 1le carh. Ex
wony has wrt em
Ll Conntey  a paint e
of—the idea, which was barrwed 1
wd Trom the nited Staoes, s
a further expression of a ~eul

all true Brirons shouhi dee), In
we all honvige to the ol

whereier anid whenever 3 flies

o remind ux of nativ - Whia
possible ahjection ean e qu
translate inle geneefud wetion the 1ri-

lrite 0 our g Bather et ne say

what a great wu there ix if by weh
trapsiation we L () sren
the animd all that Ve

an

oo inlensify ) o e
for it What o unintersa warhi
woukt it be were we b el I nr an

shprbalism, as Mr would have

s doo dtar the th eouhl sot ae
lone. It v ridiculens to sppposs
that we could ever sail thmogrh e
thus wnder Lbare poles, anl Dot a rag
of embiem 1 commend  thin
sludy of Rartar 1t tis 10 Mr M
ray, if he woulid understaml 1he sheer
imposstbility of such a thine. There
i= nol aday or hour of aur jives winen
we do not oead! svmbolism e wure
aid. We coulil have no inlercaore
without il: we conld have no cdira-

fien withont ji: we conld have no
religion without i1, How wonid  we
ever g0t 10 Know the abstrael weper

it not Tor ilx
How coull we

emblematic o r
ke teueli with the

ery

world bexomul, pay, with that abont
us, if we were deprived of symhbule
Mr Murriny is altogeiber at acea in this

watter, auel il for wothing +lne than
that he would be apd to lead 1h
astray who are nonder him, it ix br
thit he should be relieved of u
Llion where The best work i= (o be done
By meang of symbala

o Re g o o o

A Faith That Pays.

A reerent calde announees
Dawie, 1he Tl healer,
v Tovtene, 1
wo sl
10 he
Tl

that e,
LEERETITHEC |
1ha
pra-
wlhi
heuher,
s nnoa million
At o ball stortin in t; ot that
who witl sy 1ha this i< o weneration
of fitile mith? When i s possibly
To o cul o the bighwors a1
baw the modern worhl o Gl
e el effeel a0 tawdey
vretdd appenlings ner at oWl 1o the
reason amd so ditte 1o the =pivitoad
snd anorad fuslinets of moankiodg,

iz assessed by
LN
00,000,
Faith

R
value of
wnat e r

JURERY
My
iepided o be worth

s of
h with

e

1y 3t is Tooli=h 1o alh of oo odds
HE{oH Survoiaehed byl the

intplis of the i,

toreileet e

ol inventive
1o emls, with
miirtiat
tellectnnd
1= ..r e e, the HUBE Y

The prople ore, in <pite of 1hee
Andsges, nok mach farther Jorw
Ahan theie Ffathers were five Thoas
rears Tlrex Live b Dhe il of

i, see infeoral pari ol i,
Belicve 1hemselves ta b
borrow b= phirascology, 11y

s palish, - BT NY

sth

they are wved oo

Tovel hy i artitieial e
1 Hd thal  prrcess on
operate they awould <l ba

ands ol vears 13 hey fia

trie lesed among finete g
stone-nxe Jrotenmeworahipp

My adear e . have o ever

siderel ey Bintle vom ewe 310 10 vonr-
self fhat yon are o baemicth eengrey
tan with all that teenn ingifies. Faky
Sl nnTlion peops by owobicd) s

s hve fiolsted oy oo
HLT BTN B TTO NS FIN I BT |

I s the Dty
unl spir thirt ~ately een-
fine Ao i the senl el of
thereht conl Teel [EIET R it
[ the dviloeoee of the oy sl

re woihl yon b
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