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angel, I did not tell thee yesterday
thut § have two little ones without a
wother. Wilt thou be their mother '

With womanly kindoess the Queen
aceepted the trust.

“¥hen there’'s the twenty francs
thou guvest me yesterday." paid the
eountryuan. thunk thee, but T
want no money.” and he went away
vexing and smiling like a child.

The Qneen adopted the little ones,
and they are in an institution uoder
her special patronage,
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He Kaew all ahout tha Lift,

“Little hoy." exclaitned the portly
wely, “yon aught to be at school in-
steael af trying to work o lift”

“I'm not trying to work was
the answer: *l'm working it. And
if ¥ou wish to ride T shall be happy to
ymmadate oo, Ba far as any

gation to be ot school is concern-
ed, allow e ta remind you that this
ix 2 legral holiday, and 1 am exempt
from attendanee at an  institution
where, 1 i pleasell to say, T am at
the hewd of my elass.™

“Yau have oo business  trying to
work rhat lift anyhow™

“Fier what reason?”

suse vou are toa
nvthing about it
. itllow me to reassure you.
ift is worked by hydraulic pres-
<ure. the principle relied on betng
thiut water exeris pressure in propor-
tion t the height -~ of a
calumn rather than in pro-
portion to the dinmeter. ln making
wse of this characteristic, water is
wdmitted inte a cxlinder, the pres-
=ure heing regulated by the use aof
valves_and n =talile equilibrium being
uuule possihle by an ingenions system
af counterpoises, [ could go further
inta the minutiae of this particular
mauchine, which, of course. has its
variatinns from other medels” he
added, as she pasped in asionishment,
“Lut 1 daubt if yan cauld fallow the

young ta

techaical terms whose use an accu-
rate description would mnecessitate.
But T wish te assnre youn that if,

after what 1 have you think you
Enow mare ahout t lift than 1 dao,
yau are at perfect liberty to step in
and take its management out of my
hande™
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Life is What We Make If.

sh T ecould have kept up my
but I have had so many
cares that ir has been
impossible for me to get
in opporiunity even to read,” said a
wonin in middle Yife.

Her hearer sympathised with her,
yet IJater she recalled this woman's
lixurions hame, in which the lace
curtaing must always be done up on
such a date, the brasses polished at
wuch a time. and the silver cleaned
on another stated day. XNor had i*
always been poszible for this house-
keeper to find servants to fill her fas-
tidious requirements.  The listener
repeated the regretful words of this
woman to a frisnd and supplemented
them by mayings:

“She daes not realize that her life
is larpely what she has made it. She
preferred to have an elegant home.
with everything not merely comtort-

nlmost

ably clean, but uncomfortahly neat.
rather than to take time for read-
inr. Naw T. mvself, often lament

thar T have nat time for piano prae-
tiee. and wish T were a better player;
hut really it i= my choiee, for the
few spare minutes T might devote to
music [ spend on my boaoks™

A party of young girls were em-
hraidering, when one of them
hronght in a guest.

“I don't embraoider. so I shall have
1o read to you or talk” said the new-

comer.

“Don't  emhroider!™ cried one of
the girla. *“IWhy, what in the world
do von do with vourself?”

The prirl had found so many other
things to do in the warld that she
was it n Inss for o moment. “Why, 1
Ann't have time to embraider. T—I
read "

“Read! Dear me! T never rend more
thin two books a year. 1 don't have
time tn read.”

For penople of comparative leisure
to assert that they cannot do what
they would like because they have
no time seems absurd; the more so

when we read, in Sir Walter Besant®s
“lust lLondun,”™ that even the poour
people of that section who must
work hard for a hare livelihood have
at command for their own use,in holi-
duys and evenings, one-quarter of
the whole year. To some all time ia
given, tu gll some time is given, to
choose what shall be dome in it.
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Danger tv Health in Schools.

Many people wha zre scrupulously
careful of 1the health of their -hil-
deen in the home sre strangely in-
different to the conditions prevailing
in the school. Hygiene in the public
schools iz a subject that ia yearly
receiviny more and more aitention,
with 1he result that new school
huildings in the larger towns and
the cities conform generally to sani-
tary standards, but this is not true
of many of the old buildings and of
many schaalhouses in small places,
It isx the duir of all parents to know
how far they fall short, and why, and
whit is needed to make them healthy.

The rules ax to contagious diseases
shoukl be more strict, or rather more
strictly enforced, and parents should
remember that danger may lurk in
complaints often considered of slight
importance.  Whooping cough, for
instance, is thought by many people
ta Le an unimpartant and necessary
trouble of ¢hildhood which it is bet-
ter to get over and have out of the
wiuy. They do not know, or they for-

wet, that while whooping eough is not

a dangeroug disense for older chil-
dren, it is dangerons and often fatal
to very young children, aud is easily
carried by  the children attemding
school to the babies in the nursery,

‘Foo  much attention cannot be
paid to the yuextion of light in the
schoolroom.  Many chikiren are
mude premature wreeks from unre-
cognised exe-strain, and school visis
tors may aften see small, helpless
children sitting blinking -in the sun-
light which streams through a large
window in front of them. making
frowning efforts through the glare to
read frem a Mackboard, and using up
in a few hours the mnerve force ot a
week. Light should he abundant and
should come from the left side, so
thit no shadow is thrown on slate or
ook, as is the case when the light
comes from behind or from the right.

Another most important matter is
the properly comstructed desk. which
will prevent unduee stooping, contor-
tions. or impediment to correct
breathing.

1n considering the subject of ven-
tilation. there should, of course. be
some systewn in every schoolroom hy
which air can be introduced from
outride and then allowed to escape
without wsing the windows, which
vannot alwayvs be depended upen on
aceount of drafts and sturms. These
aml many other points should be in-
wisted upun by parents.
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Eleanors and Leonoras are
Lively.

The Eleanors and Leonoras of his-
tary have been rather a lively set of
litrlies.  The first English Queen
Eleanor waxs unfurtunate in husbands,
having been first married to 8t. Louis
of France, who divorced her in 1152,
ard next to Henry II. of ‘England
wha drove her ta signing  herself
“Kleanor, by the wrath of God Queen
aof Englard.” and to viziting the fuir
Husamond in her bower with the dag-
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meantime she had all the troubadours
of France making daring love to her
by the roundabout but effective
meaps of ballads. But the next Queen
Eleanor, a Castilian, was so beloved
by her husband, Edward 1., the stern
“hammer of the Scois.” that when
krhe died he set up A stone crosa as a
memorial at the very place where the
funeral bearers set down her body
while they rested. Henry IIL also
had an Eleanor for wife. The
Italian Leonoras who attained fame
in their day for beauty and wit were
many, but the most celebrated of all
wans the Leonora d'Este, for whom
Tasso sighed vainly., She was doubly
fortunate, first, in escaping the mar-
ringe to a poet, and, second, in gain-
ing deathless honour through his
song. DPlenty of women wnearer our
own time have reflected glery on the
name of Helea. Three of them were
netresses—Mistress Nell Gwynne, the
imprudent comediennoe whom
Charles I made a duchess; Helen
Faucet, who became the wife of Sir

Theadore Martin, and whom Queen
Victoria made her friend: and onr
lleten Modjeska of to-day Helen

Hunt Jackson was twenty-tive
aru the leading feminine
American letters, and Helen, with
“tonld” added to it, is  becoming
synouymous with a form of philan-
threpy as pecaliarly characteristie of
her own age as was that of her great
namesiake whoe founded a enthedral
al herame the patron saint of the
Greek Chureh.--“Thiladelphia Press™
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Books for Children.
Any one who has kept un .. the

liternture of the last decade must
huve abserved & dicided tendency to-
ward deterioration in what may be

called the edifying quality of books
provided for children. This has come
sbout no doubt largely as a re-action
from the exaggerated didacticism of
an earlier day, but whatever iis
cvause the difference in effect on
young readers s very mnoticeable.
Children are wonderfully influenced
in manners, in mode o? thought and
also one may believe in morals by
what they read. They are very quick
toe recognise and 10 ScOFn cant,
psendo-piety and  sentimentalism.
They respond readily to sincere ap-
prala to honesty, trothfulness, cour-
age and the manly virtues generally.
They also, it is regrettable to say,
are easily affected by coarseness and
laxity of speech and action as depict-
ed in the characters and situationsa
brought before them in story book
form. A child of ten or twelve of
fair intelligence may be given Shake-
speare’s plays, the novels of Scott,
Dickens and Dumas the elder, and
even of Richardson and Fielding,
with the assurance that the natural-
Iy antiseptic qualities of his mind
will extract from such reading only
the good, and that passages dealing
with the more suabtle problems of
exiztence. such as the relation of the
sexes, will be passed over with un-
comprehending  indifference.

The cardinal defect of many writ-
ers of the day in appealing to young
renders is in failing to make it clear
either direqtly or Indirectly what
ought tn be approved apd imitated,
aned what ought to, by condemned
and shunned. They write stories of
hootblucks and newsboys, awd fill
their pages with more or less realis-
tic quotations frem the slang of the
sireets; and chilidren read it, think it
i= funny ond smart, and speedily
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