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‘I'he Pollards, who are deing splen-
elid Lusiness ja Auckland, withitrew
“The Casine GIrl” on Monday, substis
tuting “IThe CGeisha,” which will be
played 1o - night (Tvesday) and to-
imorrgw  night, On Thursday “The
Reile ni New York,” which proved
such a fuvourite with the Auckland-
era, will he silaged and run for the
rest of the week,

On Manday, Tuesday and Wednek-
day of next weelt the fuvourite opera,
Sha PopeeS will be staged, and “La
Tericlhiole™ will Tollow,

The pubiic who have
shown a ifively appreciation of the
Pollards this season will be glad tn
hear that the Company have booked
the ster dates at the Opera House,
Tt their intention te stage “BHan
Toy™ on thal oevasion,

he Auckland Choral Seclety gave
their fifth performance ot the sea-
son vesterday (‘Luesday), just as we
were going to press. ‘T'he programme
of the eveninp comprised the second
and third parts of Coleridge Tayler'r
,“Hiawatha,” whieh were performed
Jin response to a very large number
of muxical people who were churmed
with the Hoacicty’s recent n~1uler1ng of
the firat parct, v

e munagement of the Auckland
Opera House rontemplate changes in
the buikding which will considerably
increaie its accommodation and im-
prove the theatre in other respects.
A rallery cupalie ol seating 500 peo-
ple will be werected above the dress
vitcle, and the present roof replaced
By a movable one, The place will alsa

he lighted by electricity instead of
gas. .

The  Brunsden Concert Company
rave u perlormance in the Auckland

Federal Hall on Suturday last which
atteacted o Mair awdlience. The chief
singers were Misses Hthel Moulion
and Mavy Laing, Me W, Brunsden and
M Jd, Jwlor,

e Sisters Lingard, who were very
populur when in Auckland Jast year,
fern one of (he attractions this week
at ix's house.  Mudine Celina Ilobe,
the  wylophene  pluyer, Misa  Amy
"Tewin, Me Chas, Faning, and fthe De
Wynue DBros. are on the progranme,

Miss Amy (nstles promises to make
as gread o nawe for herself as her
iAnsk u  enuntry-woman, Maduame

Melba, A telegrinn from Londen last
week anneuncing Miss Castles’ snre-
cessful debnt  gquutes the “"Times '™

s« on her singing. which are
ly lawdatery. That puaper
she hasx been admirably tunght,
il she perseverves will reach a
Ligh place. Iler voice is of
resembling Madame

Lomnge

and
very
Deantiful gqoality.,

Maetha's,

Avtors in the Crane-Tower Com-
pany {savs Melbaurne “Xrenn')
praise e unselilshness of the actor-
wauiger, who they say i3 not ahways
pining foe the limelight and the fat
s fWimsell, aml who, whenever
there is an enthusiastle enll, jnstead
of iaking it nll for hitnself generally
eontrivex to bring forward some
Funior meadher 10 slmrc in the ewects
of spplause.

- himself that

© were lost. As

was her intention to open last Geto-
ber, but her snceessful season In Aus-
tralia necessitated an alteratioo in
her arrangements. She is  aceome
panied by Mr Clarence Newall, a very
Lrilliant pianist.

Colanel Henry Maplesonr, the well
known impresario, who dird the
other day, was at voe time & colonel
in the Rritish Army Reserve. Like
his father befare him he adopted the
profeasion of operatic (director, in

London and New York.

In his memoirs the late Colonel |

Mapleson tells the following story
of Sir Michael Costa, the great con-
ductor:—

. "Costa would have becn horrified
at the way in which operatic enter-
prises are now too frequently con-
dueted, especinlly, T mean, in a musi-
cal point of view; works burriedly

produced, and in xome cases without |

a single complete rehearsal. OFften,

no doubt, the prima donna (if suffi-

ciently distinguizhed to be ailowed
ic give herself airs) is in fault for the
jusuffcient rehearsals, ar for rehear-
sals being altomwether dispensed with,

When such cgrery a8 Mrme. Patii
and Midme. Ni'ssen stlpulate that
“the utility of rehearsieg” shall be

left ta their judgment—which means
that they shall never be called to any
sort of rebrarsal—all idea of a per-
fect ensemble must in their case be
aban(osed, 8ir Michael would, I am
sure, bave protested pgainst the ac-
ceptance of such conditions. Nothing
would satisfy bimbuttogecen rehears-
ing a work until everything, and
especially until the ensemble pieces,
were perfect. Then he would have
one final rehearsal in order to assure
this perfection was
juaintained; and the opera could be
played the night afterwards. Costa
wag born with the spirit of discipline
strong within him. As a =inger hLe
would pever have made his mark. In
his original occupation, that of sec-
ond tenor, his remarkable qualities
a eonduvter, on the
othér hand, his love of order, punctu-
ality, reguiority in cverything, stood
lim in excellent part.’”

Miss Lulu Evans, leading lady sou-
breite, and her brother, the come-
diarm, are the {wo latast mddditions to
Mr Pollard's ttheful throng. They
were engaged for Mr Pollard by Mr
Willtamson when the latter was last
in London, and are due in Sydney
abont the week after mnext. The
probability is that they will be in this
colony im time to open with the Com-
pany in Wellington on Boxing night.

Miss Ada Hehan, the American
actress, is coming to Australia next
yoar under engagement to Mr J, C.
Williamson.

Mr Harry Plimmezr and his. wife
have signed cugogements with a well-
eytablished stock wompany in  Sun
Fraucisco,

Miss Florence Young, who with Mr
Clnudle Bantock is coming to Austiru-
lin to play in *“San Toey,” arrives In
Melbovrne next week.

Mr CGeorge Musgrove, with Miss
Nellie Btewart, are due in Melbourne
early next month. The Melbourne sva-
son will sce the preduction of “The
Fortune Teller” or *“The Singing
tirl,” in addition to the puntomimo
“Little Ited Riding Hood.”

Mr Arthur C. Pell, the musical con-
ductor of the Josephine Slanton Opera
Comipany. miay be remcmbered in

- musdival ¢ircles here as the britliant

chlld-pionist who toured Australin
during 1878-1880. That adventure
possssed an element of  romance.

 Little Pell's parents were well-to-do,

ond although the youngster Lad
slbown precoclouns talent ms a planist
in New York concert rooms, they

- mmn of

deemed it wiser to kecp him at achool.
Little nine-year-old Fril had ideas of
bis own, however., He secretly rou-
tracted with an - entrepreceur for a
visit to Australia, took train to San
Franciaco without his parents’ know-
ledye, and themce embarked for Byd-
ney. He stayed in Australia nearly
three years, and was then sent for
by his father, and returned to New
York. Hias only recollection of Syd-
bey is of “a park with an iron fence
round it,” his childish memories hav-
ing been dimmed by & long iliness,
the result of a fever, which nenrly
ended his lite. Mr I'ell's mother was
considered in her day the best ama-
teur pianist in Brooklyn, and it was
in her care that, after a period ot
schooling, he entered the Leipsic Con-
seavatorium. He stayed there not
quite the fixed term of three years,
and before leaving Uermany beard
the first performance of “Parsifal" at

i Buyreuth ynd-r the great evmposers
which he was v.ry snceessful both in -

personal direction.

Mr Wilson Barreit concludes his
Sydney season on December 21st, and
openg in Dunedin on December 28th.

‘The New Zealand visit will be brief. -

The company has been pluying “The
Sign of the Cross,” “The Manxmon,”
“The Silver King,” “Virginios,” “tlam-
let,” and “Othelle.™

Mr Williamson has purehased ihe
Australian rights of “The Toreador,”
one of the most successful pieces yot
produced at the Gaiety, London.

The dramatic company ovganiacd
for Australin by Mr liearge Musgrove
will arrive in Bydney about March
next.

Mr Walter Bentley made his re.ap-
pearance in Glasgoew, after an absence
of ten years, on September 16, with
a revival of “Rob Foy." Mr Lentley,
of course, appeared as the chieftain,
and Madame Amy Sherwin was THana
Vernon, and “ithe Tasmanian nightin-
gale” introduced several new songs,

Mr Gillette, author of "The Seeveid
Service” and "“Sherlock Jlolmes,” who

is to come to Australia next year. has -

extended his London season until the
middie of January. He will then re-
turn to the Htates, aud contlinne ihe
“Sherlock Haimes,™ which ix
to be follawed by a revival of “Ham-
let.” Mr Gillette will prepare  his
own version from the gquarto edition,
and make a great feature of the
lighting of the production.

“8an Toy" will he Mr Williamson's
Christmas atiraction in  Melbourae,
and “Alice in Wonderland™ his Byduey
production for the =awe seasou,

Baye a San Francisco critie of Misg
Hilda Spong, who is the rage there nt
present; “Tall, clepant, exquisitely
attractive, in her smfling enae, equip-
ped to the finger tips withh the allur-
ine grocen of the gueen of society.
full of a foscinating suggestion of
unseunded depths, with o play of fea-
ture aud B triined grce of pose and
pesture that holds the eye enchaired,
with a charm of voice and variety and
expressiveness of fone that muake the
enr hunper for more, she richly ful-
flls the dramatist's fdea of the waman
whn, in a hatif-hour’s chat. charms the
heart aut of the hitherto contained
breast of the mididlie-nged bachelor™

Sir Henry Trving's Amzrican tour
wha to have commenced at New York
un the Z1it of last month.

ihe
for

Mias Amy Sherwin will  sing
prima dennn pacts “Rob Loy
thirteen weeks in Scotlnd,

Fitzgerald's cirens has no Iess than
six ndvanee agents in the colony pre-
poaring the way for the big show,

Tapley. the singer, las it is sald,
becn offered pood engapgeiients pn the
dramatic s=tape, Tt appears he had
Listrionic os well as vocal taleut,

The Wanganui Amateur Oper
Rociety™ perfurmance  of *“Hip Yan
Winkle'” wad go good hai the arganl-
salion propuse giving o seeonsh keuson
shortly, Among those wha chicfly
distinguished  themselves  in 'lans
guetic's melodions praduction were
Mr W, Pawson (Rip), Mr George Swun
(Nick Vedder), Miss Laxford (Grets
chen), and Miss Tawszon (T

. Ashurst, when the 'reinier's
. figure cnused the hand ou the dial
. plate of tie machine to iy round to

HERE AND THERE.

The Rev. Edward Walker'a calculss
tiona of the culony's drink bill are
plainly designed with & view of prov-
ing that the drinkers are drivkiag
ruure heaviiy than ever. Thia, indeed,
is the only conclurion he can get cum-
putidle with the undoubted incresue in
the amount of liquor consumed by the
colony, and his own prejudices in
favour of the success of the prohibi-
tion cause. According to his showing
Lhe expenditure on drink pes head of
the population ia the coleny is £3
744, Hut when he has deducted the
childten and Prohibitionists who do
not drink, and the 10,000 Maori wom-
en who are not allowed to drink, and
divides the drink hill amuone what is
left of the people, the Amuunt per
head comes to E7 16/, or some £40
per household,  As, however, he very
properly supposes that many who are
neither childrem nor avowed Prohis
bitionists ure pructically total ab-
stdiners, o further weeding out of che
sheep from the goats will still further
inerease the proporiion of the drink
bill which the individual drinker bas
to acceount fur. The reault we arrive
at is  eertainly staggering— 60 B
householl or su.  Considering  the
vnormos number of non-temperanca
families whose total income is nok
muel more than iwice that sum, Mr.
Walker's caleulationr  hardly carcy
ennvictiuoe 1 am afraid his prohibi-
tion hias throws him out. In his de-
votion to hix mission hiz manifest
tendeney id to suddle the poor so-
called drinkers with more thun their
full share of the drink. The increase
Le points out might as reasonably
nnd wore justly perhaps be aceounted
for Ly presumiung a slight rise in the
drink consumption of the temperance
us opposed to the total uabstaining
seetion of the community, DBut the
I'rohibitionist is alas! the apostic of
extremes. He that is drunken let him
be more drunken  still, rather
1han we should admit the inerense of
u motderate indulgenve among  the
people generally!t ‘There is their at-
titude,

According to a Christehurch paper
Mr Sedden gund Mr Pirand recently
“tried” {heir weight at a bazanr at
porlly

twenty  stome, while his  liliputian

T “friend” could not register eight and

Mr Seddon is the big-

"arliament ond Mr
but no member
1is weipht a0 felt

n half stone.

west man  in
tirani the smallest,
in the licuse muk

aguinst  the Ministerinl beneches as
Mr Pirani does his hundredsweight,

and uo mman bumps awinst the re-
wmier with mors effect than does that
same little mewmber,

The Attorney-tienvral of Scuth Aus.
tratin bax prowised the Socicty for
1he Protection of Liirds that he will
bring in o Dl wakiug it w penul
uffenee 10 weur the phenage of birds,
"Pheve wis o time when such a meas-
ure anight have fluttermd 1ashion's
tUnve ecots, bal at present the small
hird, ir part or whole, ix an uunsual
arnwment in Jadics” hats  or  head
drysses, The ostrich plume  atill
Lolds its place, Lyt as it is obluieed
al little or uwo snerifice on the parg
of the bird the seviety does oot make
WwWiar on its wearers,

The Iady who waz engaged Ly
{the Government some {ime ago to grive
healtle leetures or something of the
sert-—ane of the eurious freaks of oup
paternal ndministration—18 reported
to be organising w eruside against the
sinall waist, Bhe is appealing (o 1he
mule partion of the popolation to dis-
countehoner the eontortion of 1he
figure of which =0 muny ludies aro
rupposetd tn be golity, nud o great
many no cdoubt are. Ble sulvoeates
the abolition of 1he corset altogether,
an extreme  in which 1 am by no
means &a certain that the gentlemen
would support hee, for 1he lniler are
wlso 1hie staves of Takhion to some ex-
tend, sl their eyes hove hieen so long
wsedl s e ineursing line thet a
venns-ike libernlily of salst ight
offeidd them, 'hen it could only be
the marcied men who could, with any
propriety. protesh agrinst the #lendee
waixt, nndd that Iy in thelr vwn
fumilics, where il s woell known thete
o b the subjeet waould go for




