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' Athletic Sports.

* 40LF NOTES.
. {By l“S'lymie.")

AUCKLAND GOLF CLUB.

The opening of the Auckland Golf
Club's new club house at the Cornwall
Park Linka waa a great success. Prior
ta the ceremony Dr. Lewis, captain of
the club, in a happy little speech, pre-
sented to Mr Timma, who baz attend-
¢d s0 well to the creature comforts of
golfers at Greenlane, a handsome
marble slock. Dr. Camphbell then de-
clared the club house gpen. A large
number of polfers and their friends
assernbled to witness the funciion,
and afterwards wended their way to

-the home green, whera Dr. Campbell

addressed a few words to them, and
ihen declared the links open for play,
and played the firat official putt on
the links, holing out in respouose to
repeated calls in three. It was a
pleasant sight to see the venerable
gentleman climbing the 51?53 ot pie-
turesque Maungakiekie, which stands
guard over his noble gift of Cornwail
Park, in his desire to secure a good
position from which to watch the ex-
hibition game of golf. At the con-
clusion of the ceremony three hearty
cheers were given for Dr. Campbell,

The .exhibition game between
Messra C. E, 8. Gillies and Wilder, and
A, Duncan and Scott did not preduce
any phenomenal golf. Gillies’ first tee
shot wae a fine drive, but Duncan
foozled his. The first taste which
Puncan gave the gullery was at the
ninth hole, where, with a splendid
drive, he lay on the edge of the green.
At the Pah he was driving into the
teeth of half a gale, yet with a grand
drive of almost perfect direction he
landed on the far side of the gréen.
His approach shote were not toc
good, but pomehow in & match of this
description one does not expect too
much. Some of his putts were very
fine end I look torward with a deal of
pleasure te Geeing him when it is
business.

Mt James Kirker very generously
provided afterneon tez on the occa-
pion of the of)ening‘ot the nmew club
house, . The clock which he presented
to the Auckland Goif Club some time
sgo has been placed in the northern
end of the club house, and will prove
B great convenience to players., Sport
geperally in Auckland wounld be all
the better it we had & few more Kirk-
ers, .t .

Mr C, Arnold was the recipient of
many congratulations on Baturday
afternoon, . Our. Bouthern visitors
were loud In their praices ©of the
Auckland Golf Club's fine ¢lub house.
The house is built in the Bwisg style,
and forms guite a landmark for miles
around, standing as it does in a most
commanding position. The internal
arrangements are quite in  keeping
with ocutward appearances, and no
pains heve been ppared to make every-
tb};ing pleasant for visitors and mem-
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'i‘he committee of the Auck]-na Golt

Club dezerve every credit for the con-
dition in which the course is. Thers
are, of course, many lmprovements
which will come in time, but consider-
ing the backward state of ihe courss

some few weeks ago it is very pleas-.

ing to see that they are so well pre-
pared to carry out the important
meeting which takes place thip weelr
I have po dotubt our visiters will carry
away with them pleasant recollec-
tions of their week spent on the
grasay- slopea of Maungukiekie.

It 1 alinost & certainty that Dun-
can and C. E. 8. Glllies will ight out
the flnal for the championsbip, and
it this i we it should be & match
worth a lenger journey than to Corn-
wall Park to witaesg.

Peel how been playing very well
lately. He had & bye in the firat
round, but {t wes bad luck for him
drawlog C. E, 8. (lllles In the second.
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The driving competition takes place
down the amphithentse. I abould not
be surprised if Duncan finds the
pluntation I the day is calm or the
wind favourable.

Trn the Men's Tournament, Xew
Plymouth, Wright (scr.) played Mor-
rison (21), just winning by 1 wp.
Johnson (21) played Paton (21), win-
ning by 2 up. Wright (scr.) there-
fore will play Johnsou (21), and the
maich shonld be very interesting, na
both men are very good players, . °
the semi-final round of the
Ladies’ Tournament Miss G. Stanford
(ser) played Mica McKellar (12), win-
ping by 4 up and ? to play. Miss
Skeet (5) beat Miss Btandish (8) by
2 yp. Miss G. Stanford (ecr) plays
Miss Bkeet (5). .

.A mnine hole course has been tem-
porarily laid out on Mr Standish’s
property, and is now  open to .the
membera. :

‘THE CHAMPIONSHIP MEETIXNG.

The championship meeting was
opened on Menday in fine weather,
although the players would have been
aetisfied with less wind. There were
twenty-three contestants.at the out-
ret, and that number stood reduced
to eight on Tuesday morning. On
this (Wednesday) afternocon the semi-
finals are being played, and the final,
which consiste of 36 holes, comes off
on Friday. To-day (Wednesday)
there is an approaching and putting
competition, and a driving competi-
tion, on Thursday bogey foursomes
handicap and a bogey handicap
match, and on Saturday the meeting
concludes with a wmedal play handi-

cap, and the contest for the inter- -

club ehallengs: bowl between the
Auckland and Wellington Clubs. Pro-
ceedings commenced with the first
round of the men's championship.
Bykes- scratohed to Colbeck, and
Saunders to Kurupo Tarcha. Howden
also won by detault. . The play can-
not be described as first-class. Dun-
c¢an is by no means at the top of hia

-game, but I hope to see a big differ-

: El;lull

ence in hin form before the end of
the week. C. E. 8. Gillies was not in
exceptionally good buckle, as he
ook &3 to ¢omplete the 18 holes he
played against Peel. Peel was not
driving well. Had he been he
would have made the finish even
closer than it was. He dererves every
credit for his plucky play, Gillies
waps driving -and approaching very
fairly, some of his tee shots being
admirable pieceR.
who always plays a consistent game,
defeated H. Plercy (Wellington) by
3'up and oue to play. A, Duncen, the
present champion, beat J. B. Kidd by
9 up and 8 to play. Kidd has had prac-
tically no pluy for a very long time,
but notwithstanding this his long
game was very good, but he was weak
in approaching and putting, Pare
Keiha (Poverty Bay) beat Hodson
(Wellinglon) after a very close game
at the 19th hole, which took the na-
tive 10 to hole out in. Higginseon
beat K. Duncan by 3 up and 2 to play.
Duncan was ons up at the 19th hole,
but as the 16th hole had been played
by Higgingon under m protest, which
was afterwards sustained, the pole
waa re-played, Higginaon winning. As
he wan 2 up at the 15th hole he thua
won as above. K. Duncan plays a
nice game, nd bides falr to {ollow in
the footsteps of his brother.

The second round was started In
the afterncoan, with the following re-
Bulte

Wilder beat Stronach
play. - .. s e
beat Burness ¢ up and 2 to play.
Keihs: beat Migginson 6 up and 4 to

& up and 4 to

play.

A. Duncan beat Laurence & up and 4 to
play.

Caolbeck beat Howden T up and & to
play.

Tuareha beat IPearce 8 up and 8 to

play.
C. E. 8. Glilles beat Peel 3 up und 2 to

play.
H. T. Gillies beat O'Rorke 8 up and 7

to pley,

A. B. Laurence,

The beut guif of the day waa shywn
by Kurupo Tareha. In his maich
aguinut Pearve be put up the fullow-
ing good mcore for 12 holes: §, 4, 4,
B, 4 5,5 4, 4 4, 4,5 If he can keep
this guing be will give some of our
playery an juteresting time of it., His
mateh with Colberk will prove an in-
teresting gume, I think. ‘'he meeting
between Mersrs. H, T, and C. E. 8.
Gillien ahoull alsu be an intereating
picture. I am informed that the lat.
ter's wrist is still troubling him n
little. 1 earmestly hope that it will
not seriously interfere with his play.

The new club-house itands 400 fect
above the rea level, and commands w
most magnificent view over the coun-
try. 1t is two stories high, On the
main floor there is & ¢lubroom, 30it
by 18ft, with two 12ft bay-windows.
There are men’a dressing-roomn, 253ft
by 16ft and 15ft by 12ft, and ladies’

T clubroom 18ft by 15ft, and dressing-
.Troom 16ft by 10ft. There i &iso mce-
commodation for the caretaker, and a
roowy verandah runs round three
gides of the building. 'The upyper
utory contains clubroums and dormi-
tories, in  which mermbers or
strangers can stay over-night. The
house is erected on freehold land, the
club having purchased some three
acres for elubhouse and lawns,

OUR ILLUSYRATIONS.

ASHBURTON—A CITY OF THF
CANXTERBURY FLAIXNS,

Many old residents of the county
remember the time when the mite of
Ashburton was completely ecovered
with the waving tussockh, Asg the
place grew East-street became the
chief business eentre of the town,
with its long line of pood busipess
houses on ane side, aad the green
shady plantation stretehing along
the opposite side. A commencement
has now beeu made tc reploce the
early public bulldings with wore pre-
tenticur structures. The old post

' ond telegraph office, sitvated in East-

street, has, now been replaced by a
fire new building. Probably no other
institution can wshow eo sirikingly
the progress of a district as its post
office. . In August, 1858, the first post
office ut Ashburton was established,
and the postmaster received £20 a
year. In 1871 a telegraph offfice was
‘added, and in 1973 a money order
office followed. The staff of the post
arnd telegraph office has grown from
the solitary peostmaster of the origi-
nal post office to the staff of seven-
teen ar shown in cur illustration. Mr
Renner joined the department in
1870, end rising through various
grades was pilaced in chorge az as-
mistant officer in charge of the {ele-
graph  office, Wellington, He has
also served in Blenheimy, and wak the
officer in churge of the telegraph
office, Wakapoaka (Cable Bay), from
which station he was promoted to
the charge of ithe Ashburton post and
telegraph office. Previous to tbe in-
corporation of the borough a domalan
bad been set aside for the use of the
town; and as this reperve is within
the boundaries of the boreugh, the
Council took over the charge of the
domain from the former Domain
EBoard. An old winding pgully ran
through the reserve, and along ithe
course of this old water course bean-
tiful lakes bave been formed. In
the centre of one of these an island
of some Eize exists. Trees of varioum
kinds have been planted in the do-
main, especlally wround the various
sheeta of water, into sll of which
the weeping willow dips. A very flae
swimming pond surtounded by a
belt of trees has been formed. From
lake to lake the water flows along
water races, and is #nslly conducted
tkroygh concrete slie channels
along the various atreets for flushing
and for fire prevention purposes,
The domaio haw a very good ruclng
track.

Mr Bullock presided st tbe first
meeting of the burgessen, and was
chosen the first Mayor, Both In the
Couwagty Council, of which he wna an
active member, and »# Mayor of the
new borough, Mr Bullock wos active
in every movement likely to be of
advaniage to the place. One ol the
carlieat settlerw, Le bhas sren the
county grow from ita original aen of
tusacck to the present very import-
ant positlon it hoide an & leading con-

tributor to the weaith of the colopy.

Mr Wm, Heury Colline, the Mayor
of Ashburton, was borts in Corowall,
England, where he spent hbin carly
youth in farming puracits. Over
thirty years ago he left for New Zem-
land, aud Ilanded at Lytielion. He
then went to the West Const gold
diggings, where he remalned for
four yeara, During that time he
helped to bulld the frst water wheel
at Donohue's, near Romstawn. FHe
algo helped to lay the first fint roda
from one gold mine to ancther for
pumnping puerposes. e afterwards
settled at Timaru, and was engoged
in the sawmilling and timber trade.
Later he came to Ashburton, wherse
he has been engaged in an extemsive
business for over twenty years. Two
yYears ago he paid & joint business and
pleasure visit to Fegland, America,
and BSeuth Afriea,. He wua In
Amerlen during the time of the
Aperican war with Spain. He was
in South Africa when the ultimatum
was sent by late ‘Transveal . and
Orange Free Btate to Brituin. Ha
arrived in South Africa in {he same
gteamer with General BSir (ieorge
White avd his staff. On his arrival
at Capetown  everytbing was in the
excited cendition common to  the
breaking out of war, During hls
siny there the first shot of tlue war
wag fired on the 1tth Oectober, 1599,
Mr Collins has been in the Couneil
for six years, in mddition to the time
bhe has now served sz Mayor. Aa
Mayor he haa received vagious re-
turning contingents of goldiers, en-

Jgertuining them in Karing Square.
YWhen he entertnined the returning
Fourth Contingent in the Doemain,
7000 people were present,  lle had

the honour to welcoms their Royal
Highnesses the Duke and the Duch-
ess of Cornwall and York. 'wenty-
five qyenrs ago Mr Collins married
Mise Rowbotliem, of Nettingham,
England. Ag mayor naod mayoreag
Mr and Mrs Colliny have been very
haospitable and very suceessful,

Mr Aleorn was bora in  County
Tyrone, Ireland, Ile first emi-
prated tao Victoria, and then
came to New Zealand in

the first steamer after goid had
been discovered at Gabriels' tiully in
1861, He opened the first store on
the famous Blue Spur; and when the
West Coast rush set in he chartered
a vessel and nearly nrrived at hiis des
tination, bud the misfortune to be
the first wreck on the Hokitlka bar.
At low waoter packers were able to
reach the stronded vessel, and Mr Al-
corn kold the oats in the curgo st
£4 o bag. Mr Alcorn mfterwarda
erected stores ot Hokitika and Grey-
mouth. Two of his vessels were loak
while trading on the West Coast. In
1976 Mr Alcorn went Home through
America, and was present at the Cen-
tenpial Exhibition at Philadelphia,
He came to Ashburton in 1381, waa
appointed a J.P. in 1887, and hns also
served in the Dorough Council.

Councillor H. M, Jones came fo thes
cclony in 1856, and to Arhburion in
1877. During his residence he bhas
taken an active interest in municipal,
educational, and school matters, Hs
was elected a councillor in 1831, and
im pow the senior councillor, He ix
also u Freemason.

Couneillor Davison came to New
Zenlund ln 1876 and settled in Ash-
burton. He has been clerk wf the
Asbburton Road Board for thirteen
yeurs, aud officicl assignee ot Arh-
burton for over seven years. lle was
elected B member of the Council
nbout four years ago, and in every
public position he holde haes shown
himusell to be capable and obliging,
rarning thereby the wsuul publie
fuvour and goodwill.

Couuncillor Wilils has been a journm-
liet for nenrly twenty ycars. lto was
formerly editor of the Chrixtchurch
“Telrgraph,” ond s now editor of
the Asbburton *“(Guardinn” oand of
the Ashburton “Mail," He wan
elected to the Horough Couucil alioud
eighteen monthe ngo.

Conncillor Timmina come to New
Zealand in 1583, and to Ashburton in
1490, At » bye-election for the Inat
Cauncll he  wan  srlected for the
vacant reat from among erix candl-
dates. Tle s chairman of the Banle
tary and Library Commlitees nf the
Uouncil, and har been very atteotlve
to hin municipal duties.



