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Pelorous lack.

You cannot travel by any steamer
running on the West Coast of the
South Island of New Zealand without
hearing of Pelorus Jack, and the
chances are that you will see him. He
is not a man. as his name might sug-
gest, but a whale a white whale—or
“something very like z whale,” and he
has his residence in the vicinity of
Pelorus Sound and the French Pas:
Jdack is & sociable fish, who makes it
a point of meeting every vessel going
through the Pass, and accompanying
it some distance won itz way. His
white form. some 14 feet long, is a
familiar object to those who navigate
thix coast. The accompanied photo-
graph taken. and kindly lent to us
by Colonel the Hon. A 1%tt, an en-
largement from a <nupshot which was
obtained frow on hoard the Mapow-
rika,

French Duels as Fakes.

A Freoch journael has hwen explain
ing how it is duels so rarely result ik
injuries to the combatant:. It sng-
gests that the bullets used are fre-
quently composed of mercury and
lead, which in weirht and general
appearance are almost perfect coun-
terfeits except for a  «lightly ver
shade and preasy touch. ‘Thongh
heavy and solid loaking the first blow
uf the ramrod pulve . Al
sorts of precautions are taken ngm
thiz  kind of deception. izl
dnels are aever fought
revalvers or
cartridgen which unt
sent the neeessary guoantities,
stich duels are fowpht with old fas
joned muzzle-lomling pistols.  Indeed,
it iz not wnusual for seconds o agrr
nn some celebrated ™ wha
xhall furnish a waled box of weapons
containing two pistals sealed and ver-
tified. a number ef similarly certitied
charges of pawder and bullets. T
ery would, therefore, seem imposailis.

In apite. however, of all these pre-
cAutions the benevolent I
There are usually four seed
for each combatant. An it v eaxier
for two men te come to an under-
standing than four. the vair that have
agreed to prevent hLloailshed manage
to take charge of the lowding while
their confrervs are listening to the
last nerioua recommendations of the
principals.




