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HERE _AND THERE.

There has been s stariling break
in 1he chnin of British succrsses
which Lopd Kitvheoer bas cabled
Lome with such monotonuua regu-
tarity. Om three recent occasions
Ltone Fapidly twollowing on the heels
of anuther, we have hud to bear the

chagrin of hearing of defeat whera '

we had grown used to read only af
vickory, ‘The Boer plan is so obrious
in these reverses that one wonders
they have ouly ndopted it now. By a
few well traps  to give jyour
encmy to understand that at any mo-
meut he may fall into the hands of &
hand miuch snperior to hia own, is to
foree him intu a less estended meth-
ol of warfare. For many months
now cumparatively small parties of
British have Geen separately scouring
the countey and the reby eovering im-
meuse tracts, tu the e\'ulen! conster-
natign of the Hoers, The late isas-
ters Teach ns that such toctien can-
not be purdied save in a wore limpited
way, famd theu notb without the
utmost cantion.

I he rrwark made in the House laat
wesk, that Bellamy's had become a
mere drinking shop, may e coli-
paratively true. et it does not ful-
luw even if thal is the ease that the
place should be shut wp. Members
hare surely a right to be, catered for
in the matter of liquid, refreshments
if they resire such.
Bivionists will admit how grateful
the enp of hot coffee lu during a iongx

night's sitting, and the: beef tea h;ﬁ
& repaitation for sustaining gqualitizs
thar dates back to the time when
port wine wis an- important though
nhsnspected ingredient im it and it
veas in favanr with temperate, intem-
rate, amd total abstainer. 1 awm
Ay to ahmis, however, that there
is s.om:-llun » in the argument that a
House withouat Bellamy would prob-
ably keep earlier hours.

—_——

The oather week we commented fa-
vourably on the protest raised by the
Wumen's  Political League -|g-nns.t.
the pudlication in the newsp s
the procecdings in divoree suits, Rince
that tims the organisation has been
moving further in _the matrter, nnd
swooks 10 get lephlative suppart to its
proposal hy wwean= of An act pro\'ldi‘nr'
ecither that all ‘such cases shall be

heart in camera, or that the Judge ™

shafl have power to pruhibit -the pub-

licgtion of certain parts of the evi-
dence. A Jdutige in the South has re-
ecently, it an application made 1o

bimi, enncdemned the former expedient.
And there ure many reasons to be
urged agninse it It is not in (he'm-
ferest of justive that these trials
\hmlhl be virtually weeret any more
than any other trials.
not' in the interests of morality that
wrongloers in this respect should
have their mideeds cloaked from the
Lmbiiv eye, when with a great many
of the offenders she fear of public

seandal avts a= their principal deter-
tut the sugsresTion that would
tha

rent.
Juilge auihority 1o withhold
aion any thmg in the evi-
peaTing in print might

alw of the cumemuuity. awd the sup-
pression of which woull net affect
the vise—that suggestion i an ‘excel-:

Tent wie,

g British bull-«dog hns need of »
very gowod reputation as a set-nff to
his fur  from pr-p«u—sra*lnz Vi
and T azlersianid he is ercdited w
nu end of virtees, pent S8 NIMOLE
them, by hii iriends and  admirers.
Unfortanntely somedegenerate repre-
sentative nfthe breed is ahwaysgetting
Timself into hot weier, ar Jast week,
when a feres irate almost tore a man
10 pivers ol Riverhead, The deserips
o of the frightful injuries inflicred
hy the aunimal—the victin's ears were
hunging by shreds of fesh, hin scalp
was tarn a L III revernl [llﬂ(‘l‘ﬂ hl!
nome anel feet were hitten through,
elos-almnxt give one the impression
thut the mAR Was AN nAresisting ant-
forer. fine woulll have imagined that
sny man ol even lean than the average
nt rrhulh runkil hnve tacklerl the brute
aud  in ddesperation hroken  his
bomes with nnked hands. T he
eonld nat. b dnga ute  even morn
dangeraus wrssiluuts than one Laud

Even the prohi- |

=papers of

Further, it is -

lvisl effeet on the mor-

" for the

- their hands full.

- thought, and should be ‘we- - wide
berth.r

.
- *he Rishop of Carliste is cunvinced
that the emptiness of churches om
Sounday can be traced to “the amount
of amtiention given to recreatiodh oa
Saturday to relieve the strnin which
we alt had to undergo.” That he bolds
<ia trm'nng in one wav or snother’
1o make men take less interest in
thmga epiritun]l and 5o to he tess dili-
gent than in former days in their at-
tendance at the means of grace.

A rather amusing bLreach of pro-
mise vase has recently Leen heard in
Ohio, L'nited States. The mau sued
for failing to keep his plighted word
ta the fair one put in as a defence
that the girl when he proposed to
her weighed 10st. She increased to
225, and he abandoned ber becusnse
sheé did =o. ~The lady alleges that

. her great weight spoils her chances

‘of getting anyoue else, which

un=-

dsmablv true, and that as the adipsze’
waRr

tideue: aceuraulated while “she
-waiting for him he' is gulltv of con-
trlhulurv neq'lgence

The mistaken arrest of Lillvwhite
on suspicion of murder al Calvhester
is going to prove almost as expensive
1o the authorities as it must have
been dizagreealle to | the  accused.
The Cclchester Town Council has
been reckoning up its exprnses in the
-affair, and they do not {all far l=!mrt
uf £400

The chief health officer of the col-
ony is now collecting evidtence as to
the most suitable sites for sanatoria
treatment of eonsumption.
There is quite an hdeal place on the
slope of Tongariro, beyond Fokaano,
which it is to be hoped the officer will

inspect. The chief drawback to it is
its distance from civilisation. buat,
apart from that, its altitude. 4he

purity and invigerating quality of the
air, the hot and medicinal waters all
mark it out as & plaie in ten thousand
for cnnsumprwe;, it therc is anything
in the upen-mr cure.

S'ome Foungsters. in . Foilding dis-
triet recently meted  out. summary
puuishiment to an unfortunate. roast-
er wiich they discovered trespassing
wg a  field. They canght .
pamt‘t:‘f it green. tied a l\eruwne tin
to its wings, and left it fo flounder in
a plonghed paddock, Tt was shock-
jugiy-cruel, as the Feilding “Star™ re-
marks, but there is mo denying the
fact that malireated fowls elicit a
much dess degree of sympathy than
horses, dogs or cats In trouble. do,
1t is questionable whether the com-
passionate eve of the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty “to Animals
takes . particular cegnizance of the
woes of hens, or they might have
We are not so cal-
lous, however, as the Italian muarket
women, who may be seen guietly pos-
sipping while they pluck thexr pnuhr\-
alive.

Our prohibition friends would do
well to read the recent findings of the
Tuvestignting Commiittee of the Brit-

I Socviety for the Study of Inebriety.
They entirely nonsuit those who be-
lieve and preach thav drunkenness is
hregedigary. It iz not denicd
‘drunkeun parents inay Leget degene-
rate offspring, who in_t«@rn may Le-
come drunkards; waf the drunken-
ness of the laZter is not a specific
herited todnd, but the result of wenk-
nesy of mind or body or the evil en-
vironment in which they are brought
up.  This eoncluzion coioeides with
the dictum'of science that there is no
instance of the hereditary travsmis-
sion of an acouired ¢
either in the animai or fthe wgrtal\!e
kinrdom.

A eablegram announced ou Manday
thnt French cruisers hast interfered
to prevent an engagement beiween a
Venezuelan and Columbisn gyunboat,
France's actinn is dictated Inreely by

the fact that che s large inferestsy |

in Panama. and holds a Intge part of
the Venexelan bonds, On the latter
ground ather Enropean Powers might
nlno interfere ta keep the peace he-
fween the two countriea, It ta the
United Btater, howerer, whirh will
probably claiin te be chief arbiter in
the maotter.

the bird, .

Ahat’

churarvterisiic |

The authorities there are

contemplating an extension of

the propusithan_ that _there sbail be
no wars Metwern the peojde of the
-American contisnt. The wppurtuaily
‘now presenta itself to prupound that
doctrine openly and act upon it, but

how such an attitude would dwit the °

Furopean Powers with intercats in
‘Bouth dmerica is questionable,

—— e r——

A Iairy Commissioner in Amerlea
ia o persnaded of the truth of Dr.
Koch's contenrtion that the tuberco-
lossis of animals cavnot e communi-
eatedt 1o man that he has publicly of-
ferred ta eat fle<h and drink milk fa-
fested with the gerius of = tubercle,
provided an annuity is guaranteed to
his family in case n! thr ﬂ-sult being
fatal. : . ,

Mr Napier prubahly knew w]v'\t he
was xuying when he declared fhat Mr
Metruwan was prepared to forfeit his
portfolio in retaining tlie "Prisee mail
service for Xucklaad.  Tut whether
My Metiowan would abtually do se or

nof, it is certain that no member or -
--Minister 'who did rot fight to his last

breath againat any attempt to” do
away with the aervice or alter the
port of eall neert ever show -his face
10 an Auckland eopstitvency agsin,

Monarchs are flesh and blood aftér
all, nmd whatever the considerations
of pelicy whicl decide the courses
even of the aunrocrat of all the Rus-
giza, he . cannot ' fail to * be
touched. ULy - the _delightful . =i~
tention of  the Prcncu._ To Dbe
carefully gunrded apd so0 . sumptu-
ously feted enocugh to
from even less -renernu-.-!\earted men
than the Czar an impuisive expression
‘of friendliness. but Frapce wHl make
a mistake to presune too much on the
-alliance Detween . the two people:.

is

Evveryvone undersiands that the Czar.

is not Hnssia, and that mightier more-
ments than he ecan control guide  the
fooisteps and shape the dest:ny of
that giant marion. 1¥e may expect a
-strong wave of Anglephebism to fol-
Jow the  Russiophile " demoustration.
ctlready the French have been striv-

Jng to incite the Spaniards against -

us. " They may now iry thx_’.‘l}ussians.

A case recenriy camé hefare one of
,our Police Courts in which n ‘woman
unished her .drunker ansvand.. for

Jhis . inebriety by tyving him wp to the -

verandah post wpside down and lear:
ing him all nighi to repent of his
Hdolly, This device will remind enlo-
nists from the North of England of aa
ancient practice stili in Togue there
ealled “riding the stang.” ]
case the deunkard is placed astride a
pole carried on the shoulders of two
nren.
below the pole aml he has to balance
him<eTt wus best he can—an awkward
anmd diffenlt Lusiness "while_he s~
marched round the tawn,

secure from New Soutl"Wales the
eariy recorids of Xew Zealand which
are kept in ihe acchives of the
*Mother coiuny douht bas. been ex-
preséed whether the New South Wales

CGoveryment would be willing to part

with them. One can scarcely smppose
they would refuse -save oo the
grmmd~ suggested by one.joker that
their own eirly “history is so dubious
Jim ita character 'ﬂnt'they would fain
retain enr records to gn'e it an ele-
meut of rrﬁpﬂ'\‘abllltr

" OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

CORNWALLL PARK, "

The two pretéy views of Cornwall’

Patk and One Tree Hill
photographs tanken by
‘the  well - known
Auckland, 7

ate  from
Mr Bartlett,
plotagrapher of

T!IH SISTER LARER OF WONDLR-
LAND. o o

The average tourist
Rutorun seldom makes the bequnint-
ance of the neighbouring laker of
Nnkoiti, Rokoma, and Rato-lthn. They
lic off the beaten track. PBut for pie
turerquencad none are inferior. to

the
{Momroe Ductiriae so as to embrace

elieit,

In' this

His feet are made fast fogether

whe - ¥afia’

Rotorua, and Rotoma far surpasses
the
ecy. - Iy .only \yequires. thai, thers .
-should hé esay mccesa to them, and ..
they must besoime favourite haunts
for the camper-out.

"THE LATE EMPRESS' FREDELIE,
The Englisk mail fust to hand has
I brought us some beautiful pictores

from our Loadon correspondent il- _

lustrating the mountain home of the
late Empress Frederic of Germany,
tomether with the most recent por-
trait of that gifted princess. ~ Our
readers, especiaily our lady readers,
will feel a mtrong interest in these
views, notwithstanding they come to

hand some time after the sad eveai |

to which they have reference. .- -

L FRIAL TRIP OF THE AOI‘LRL ,-'
on. Monday Ykt at the lnntnnon -

of Mes:.rs Henderson and Macfarlane
the ngents for the Wanganui Settler

Jatter in ipe beanty of its scews-

Steam Narvigation Company, a number . -

of gentlemen assembled to take part
in the official trial trip of ihe rnew
.Tunnel boat Aerere, contfracted

Afor by the local firm of W. A. Ryan -

and Co. t
“This iy the serond boat on
-tunnel prmclple that Messrs  Ryan
hare succmfully tendered for and
turned out, -and the results obtained
more than justify the enterprise
shown in adopting a new methed.
Among the invited guesta were His
Worship the Mayor (Mr A, Kidd), Mr
F. Dillingham (Lmted States Consal),
Mr A. B. J. Irvine (manager UCnion
Sreamship Company}, Mr A. B. Don-
ald (Donald and Edenborough), Mr
. Miller {mamager New Zealand Express
Corapany}, Mr Oakgilen {Paterson and
Co.), Mr G. Patercon, Captain Nash (of
the Herbert Fuller), alse Mmes I}e]l
‘Whilson, and Spinks. .

A start was made at three p.m ‘e
almost before it seemed - possible

-‘lhls

Rangitoto Beacon was broad abeam: . .

- Hese, Iving Lo, an assault was made on
the-many geod things provided by the

Mr Dunnet, it a neat speech. com-
mented favourabiy on the enterprisé
“of the Wanganui settlers, and expres-

“sed - limself. satisfied . with .. the.
“mew " - launch .. in.: every: = par- .
- treular,’ and - in cancluding.

~proposed the - toast of “Fhe, Steam- .

er, and Suecress to the Wanganut Set-
‘tlers' . River . Steamship Company.”
which was drunk with entbusiasm.

Mr . Sproul (passenger. ageat for the
with

_ Dceanic  Steamship Cowpauy,
Heunderson and Macfariane) then eall-
ed for the toast of “The Guesta,™ to
which Mr Irvine, manager of

* L'uien Steamship Company, eppropri-
ately responded. He said the launch
- surpassed evervthing be bad Lefore
seen in point of spesd mnd easy run-
ning. and on beha!f of the guests
thanked the hosts for their most en-
joyable outing. Mr Irvine then pro-
posed the health of 1he contractors,

- Messrs W. A. Rvan and Co. eoupled
Yo reference to Mr Monk's desire to

with the name of Mr C. BRailey, jun.. to
which Mr Whitson replied on Dehal?
of the firm, snd then called the toast
of “Our Hosts,” which was. drunk

with acvlamation, Mr Duanet reapond.-'

ing. . . -

Mr Splnks, when ca]!o(] upon for
a speech, remarked that. lhe englue
was doing bhis talking. ,

The Aorere was then steel’ed for the

Devounport wharf. where somie; of the -

guests were. landed. The launch

covered the distance from North Shore

in the fa=t time of ten and a halfl
mimutes, Queen-strect wharf * being

reached shortly after fire o'clock, The

Aorere has been built by Mr C. Railey.
junr.. to the order of W. A. Ryan and
Co,, and was ghipped via Crehunga
to Wanganui on Thursday last. Her
dimensions are 42 feet overall, 8 feet
-beam. drovght 9 inches, and she will
accommnodate sbout fifty pasengers.
Heing buiit on the tunnel principle,
1he 24-inch propeller, driven by & 13-
horse-power “Union” oil engine, will
.work in anly nine inches of water. audd
“hence the boet & a valuable acquisi-
‘tion for river work.. The contracture
cend owners are to be complimented
for the aucceskful monner in whick
she nequitted hersell, performing even
maore ‘than was’ expected af her, and
the tocal agents arc-oenfiant that she
i® the forerunner ot lnnny more of tha

snme clask . P

tha



