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Muigrove's Crand Opera  season
opeus here next Saturday with “IE
Jrdavatore” The rush for aeata on
the morning ti:¢ box-plan opened was
unprecedented, and the c-}i‘_‘{‘anJ’_if
evidently gaing 10 have a successfol
Eeason, .

Wellington ix being visited at pre-
sent by influenza and measles—two
equally unwelcome rvisitora —— yet we
have all to accept our fate with the
Lent grace possible and sympathise
with wur suffering ncighbours,

OPHELTA.

NELSON.

Dear llec, August 5.

After a week of more or less rain
and wind, we are once more enjoying
bright sunshine, but with it have also
yetarned the heavy frosts, which we
fancied were a thing of the past for
thig season, but winter has not yet
departed, and this moming frozen
taps, and such like, were once more
the order of the dJay.

The annual
BALL OF THE WAKATU MOUNTED
RIFLES

was held in the Provineinl Hall on
Wednesday evening, and was in every
way a great suecess. The hall was
gaily decorated for the oceasion with
glars composed of bayoners, photo-
graphs, coloured stteaxmers, greenery,
ete, Al manner of delicacies were
provided for supper, and mueh credit
is dne to the ladies” committee, Con-
gisting of Mesdumes J, Ching, Madi-
gun, Reberts, A. Trask, and Misses D.
Drisealt and laisd. The MC's wwere
Lieut. Ching, Corporal Clayden, and
Troaper Krahagen, wha earried out
theiy duties in an efficient manner.
Amongst those present were Captain
‘A. and Mrs Trask, Dr. and Mrs Rob-
erts, Dr. and Mvs Andrew, Me and
Mrs F. Trask, Lient. and Mrs Ching,
Misses Driscoll (2), Leslie (2), Laird,
and many others. The large gallery
was filled with speciators.

A number of prominent residents
fhuve formed themselves into a City
eaulifying Camumit lee, for tha pur-
pose of improving the Chureh Hill
and other parls of the city. A depu-
iation consisting of Messre,  Fell,
Cock, Iollowsyx, and W. Rouf, jun,
waited on the City Council on Friday
evening to ask the necessary permis-
sion to cavry out their desire, whicly
fwas granted. Tha memlbwers intend
to spend voth labour and money on
the work they have taken up with
such praiseworthty zeal, and it i= ex-
pected that before long our already

picturesque city will be muely im-
prosved.
PHYLLIS.
BLENHE!M.
Bear Dee, August 5.

The third of a series of concerts
was beld in the Church of the Nati-
»ity’n Sunday schoolroom on Tues-
day eveniung, and was well attended,
Mhis vne was under the management
of Mrs. Lucns, who arranged an ex-
ecllent programme, the ftems of
whicli were unnounced by Archdeacon
Grace as they became due, Miss May
Luecas played an openiog piece with
great facility, and Miss Pureer sang
» short but pretty song, which was
followed by a vocal duet by Mre, C.
Fowell and Mras. Lucas. Mr. Wilmot
Eang *Will o' the Wisp” in capital
ptyle, and Mre. Cranston “May Morn-
jng™ very sweetly, Miss Wakelin re-
vited “The Inventor's Yife,” and the
Misses Turner and Irving sang a duet.
Three little boys, Masters Scott Hind~
wmarsh, Roy Lucas and Noel White, in
wallor costume, were encored for “The
iolly Tars,” and another chorus, sung

y four girls, the Misrea Violet Me-
Intosh, Connle Bull, Deunie Clouston,
and Marlory Clouston, clad in Chi-
nens mtyle, received the same mark
vt approbation. It was a Chinere um-
brella  song, and was very taling.
Miss Turner sang mweetly and pleas-
fugly, and Mr. Banks and Mr, €, Pow.
ell sang “I'm (4T to the Rio Grande®

nd “The DNetter Land,” and Mva,

ranston and Mr. Wilmot a duet. Mra,
K ucan ucted an accompaniat,

On Thureday evening Mrs. Nerille
EUTE & progressive enchre Party at
“Thurston,” which was eminently en-
joynble, An well an carda the gueatn
were Blso entertnined with dancing,
ninging by Mr, Wilmot atnd whistling
by Mr. F. Bull. The card tables were

arrapged in the drawiog-room, and a
most delicious supper was set out in
the dining-room. Among the guests
wers: The Mizses Mills {2), R, Greens
field. J. Chaytor, Clare, M. Ewart, M.
Noaworthy, ¥. Nosworthy, Anderson,
il. Clousign, Hortoen (2), D. Redwood,
Mra. Barlow, and Messrs. J. Ureen-
field, €. Miils, Burden, Appleby, K.
Moore, Carey, G. Gritiths, F, Bull,
Kelaall, D, Chaytor, Barlow, Banks,
Kim, Jago, H. Anderson, L. Clouston,
who were received by Mrs. Neville, the
Missea Neville {3), and Messrs, Neviille
2).
Mrs. Bull entertained a number of
young persons at her house on Friday
evening, to commemorate Miss Edith
Dull’s birthday, and some exceeding-
Iy amnsing games were played. The
prize for being nearest 1o the donkey
was awarded to Miss Dixon. Others
present were: Mr. and Mrs. Hulme,
Mr. and Mrs. Coomb, Mr. and Mrs,
Dull, the Misses Bull (3), Anderson,
Irving, Smith (2), J. Horton, Waddy,
C. Chaytor, Farmar, M. Nosworthy
and ‘Turner, and Messrs. Appleby, H.
Anderson, B. Chaytor, Banks, Moore
(2}, K. Mclntire, Fish, Kelsall, Bull
{2), ete. Besides games dancing was
indutged in, and some vocal music en-
joyed, the singers being Miss Turner,
who slsa played delightfully, and
wessrs. Appleby, Banka aund Moore
).

Mp, J, Donglas Perrett had an ex-
hibition of pictures here last week,
which were chiefly painted by himself,
though several other artists were re-
presented. The masjority were pas-
tels, but there were several fine oil
paintings, and the whole were sold by
auction on Saturday. The prices
were, I betieve, satisfaciory to the
keller.

I am told 1hat the Borough Council
intend to take steps to improve the
roads for cyeligts and pedestrians,
and hope that the news ix true. The
faet that so many have been fined
for cycling on the footpaths is an in-
dication that the xoadc, nortably the
Maxwell Road, are in a fearful state.

© FRIDA.

" CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Dee, August 5.

It is all very well to say, “Blow,
blow, thou winter wind.” ‘Lo have to
endute it is another story, and a very
cruel one, I simply do not believe the
persos who says he enjovs ihe winter.
The shops have tried to make us think
the summer is coming by big sales for
the last week or two of everything
cosy and warm, but with one’s teeth
chattering, / very klue mose, and wat-
ery eyes it is ditficult te realise, even
with & notice in your porket of a
private view of spring millinery, that
we may wake up any morning and
find that spring ie here, I am a real
“John Bull.” My grumble out I can
tell you the news. :

One of the raost delightfal dnnces
which has ever been given in New
Brighton was held in Hawker’s Hallt
on the 30ith July by a committee of
girls, the chaperone being Mrs W. J.
Bruce. The supper tables looked ex-
tremely pretty, arranged artistically
in red sitk, holly, pot plants and ferns.
A special tram took about eeventy
from Christchurch, returning at 1.30
a.m., and the music supplied by Mra
Vaughsn was all that conld be desired.
Mrs Bruce wore black and white
werveilleux, tronsparent yoke, and
sleeves of lace and jet; Miss L. Harris,
aweetly pretty eveuning dress of white
pilk, the bodice of tucked silk and
YValenciennes Ineertion; Miss Dora
Preston (Summer), black velvet and
turquoire blue: Mise G. Wheeler, while
wusling Miss Dlundell, pale blue figur-
ed mueling Mins Dulcie Inwond, white
sitk bloure trimmed with green velvet;
Miss Dora Winter, white mualin and
lace; Misn Edie Croxton, white with
folded belt of ean de nil; Misa Essie
Arrowsrmith, white silk trimmed with

Ink: Miss Wright, black and pink:

{sses Daxter (2) ware white; Miss
(Hney, very pretty white silk dress;
Mine Ella DBruce, pale grey trimmed
with buttercup: Miss Myra Bruce,
crenm dress with pretty lace fichu
and yellow sash: Miss Gertie Cook,
white with green sash; Misa E.
Thomas, black and yellow: Misg Tda
Thomasa, pretty white muslin trimmed
with white satin vibban; Misa Dorothy
Restell, pale bine and forget-me-nots;
Misg Brown looked well In cream, with
’,nur] passemanterie trimming; Miss

«na Colilne, white musrlin, Miczes
Pearpnint (2), white ailk. Amongst
the gentlemen were Mesrrs W, J,

Bruce, E. Hurdy-Johnsion, Major Mil-
som, Guthrie, H. Anderson, C. Cotterill,
¥Fdgar and Gerald Stead, Ceeil Louis-
son, C, MoKellar, Wethey, L. A, Shand,
C. Boassett, C. Hawking, E. Tualbog, P.
White-Parsons, A, Van Aaeh, Reg.
AWhite, . Wheeler, J. Quane, Arrow-
smith, Shaw (2}, A, Ouway, B. 8, Law-
rence and many others. The pleasant
evening terminated Ly those present
giving three cheera for Mr: Bruce
and the committee.

On Thursday » most enjoyable con-
cert was given by the Christchureh
Musical Union in the Canterbury Hall
10 a very Inrga audience. It was
mainly an orchestral concerf, Miss
Alaud Grahom singing one song in the
first part, and Hiawztha's “Wedding
Feast, * with Mr Tercy Denton
as soloist, concluding the second part,
making it varied encugh to plense all
tastea. Beethoven's wonderful
“Eroica” symphony, though long, was
much appreciated, the movement eon-
taining the beautiful “Funeral March™
being specially liked, Then the dainty
music from “As Yon Like it was a
great contrast and prettily played.
Aliss (fraham locked extyemely well in
a trained white silk gown, with secal-
loped over skirt, the bodice finished
with pearl and crystal 1rimming. She
was the recipient of a lovely white
shower bouquet with long white
streamers, after her song “Awake™
which she sang in suel a manner as
to evoke an encore.
erous audience were Judge, Mrs and
Miss Denniston, Mr and Mrs Heory
Wood, Dr. and Mrs Jennings and Miss
Henderson, Mrs and Miss Jnlins, the
Rer, Andrer Julius, Miss Ambiler, Mrs
T. W. Stringer, Mesdames G. Moore,
Kiver, W. Lake, J. Little, Mr and Mrx
A. Eaye, Mrs Weblb (\Adelaide), Mra
and Miss Snow, Mr T. and Miss. Bar-
nett, Misses Inwood, Haydon, Grant,
Mr and Misa Tzard, Professor and
Misses Cook., Mr: and the Misses
Young, Mrs and Misa Shaw, Mrs Mars-
den, Mra Marks, Mra H. and Miss Har-
Tis, Mrs @nd Miss Dlilsem, Mrs L.
Gard'ner, Miss Connal, Mr and Mes
J. I Fairhurst, Mrs . Macheth, Miss
Wood, Mr and Mrs W, Wood and Miss
Wilson, Mrs F. M. ¥Wallace, Mrs F.
Wilding, Mr A, and Miss Wilding, Mrs
H. H. Loughnan, Mr, Mrs and Miss
Denham, Mr and Mrs Cobham, etc.
The majority of the audience were
wrapped in opere coats, the members

of the cherus almost all wearing them -

too, .
. Very often a great reputation spelia
a severe disappointment, but not so,

Among the pum- |

with M. Jean Gerardy. Eserything
that hag been said of his playing is,
1 think, absolutely true, and Christ-
churcl people were in the mind {a
hear for themselves at lhe Choral
Hall on Friday evening. 'The rush
for seats wag bordering on o free
fight, and to the spplanze wae mlded
shouts of “PBrave!”™ and “Eucore!™
alies every ntem, the gaiet, si8id
young performer gepercously respond-
ing to more than ome encure, M,
Jean Gerardy was ably supported by
Mre Philips, whose accompanying wWas
most artistically done, nnd Mrs Burne
sang “La Mia Piccareilu™ beautifully,
looking extremely well in white bro-
cade, the bodice finithed with erysial

trimming, and cluster of crimson
roses on the left shounider. Awmong
the many presment were:  Irofessor

and Mrs Hutton, My and Mrs Grigp,
Professor and Mrs Cook, Miss Urigg,
Mr and Mrs Bevan-Brown. Mr and
Mrs Tyree, Mr and Mrs T. \V, Stringer,
the Mon. C. Lowisson, Mr and Mrs
F. M. Wallace, Mrs T. Garrard, Me
and Miss Izard, Mr aud Mrs H. H.
Longhnan, Mr and Mrs Hirschberg,”
Mr and Mrs J. I. Faicrhurst, Mr and
Mra N, Maebeth, Misses Fairhuorst,’
Grant, K. Bewlings, Mrs A. Merion,’
Mr W, J. Bunz, Messrs. . Day. F.
Gralam, Dr. and Mrs Jenuoings, Misg’
Henderson, D. Mickle, Mrs and the
Misses Julius (2}, Mesdames Appleby,
F. W. Thompson, and Mathiog, Misses
Wither (2), Van Asch (2), Tighktfoot,
Alr (G. and the Misses Harr, Mr aml
Mrs T. Y. Wardrop, Mr and Mrs Rus-
sell, AMiss Cabot, and mauy more.

Mr and Mrs William Tratt, Worees-
testrest, celebrated thwiv  golden
wedding Jast week, but unflorinnately
Mr Pratt was suddenly seized with
an attack of pleyrisy, nevessitating
postponing it Ior a d¢ay or tweo, but
he was then well enough to be pre-
sent at the gathering of xhildrew,
grandchildren, and a few intimate
friends.” Mr W. Pratt, fruom Nelson,
and Mr Alfred Pratt, from Waitotara,
were present, and Miss Filorence
Pratt had returned’ to Christehurely
about a fortnight before, after tra-
velling many years in Ameriea, Eng-
land, and the Continent. A haml-
some wedding-cake graced the board,
aud many presents were bronght to
the aged bride and bridegroom, who
-for the exception of the passing iil-
ness of Mr Pratt are remnrhably
hale. ‘ 5
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