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AN EprsoDE TN THE 3TORY OF AN ANCIENT

CHAPFER XXHT
A DECREE OF BANISHMENT.
The bup cor:

d—uab=alutely eried for

vexition—when o curt aml seur note
Tram tthend obd e thas issue.  The
hlow <truck down Ler exedement anl

hev exnleation.  Away went ale joy in
her encountor with Me Disnev, ali prids

inothe <KL with which « lswd negori-

wted with the Prime Minister, The
ending pitiful—disgusting and pitt-
ful. =he pourde ot her heart's Litter-

ness to Magor Duplay. whe had come to
visit her.

I tived of the wlhole thi and T
hate the Tristram=!*" <he deolayed.,
“lealways colses to that in time,

Mina, when yow mix  ryouwcself up in
peonle’s affiv"

“Wawn't it through you that 1 began
tndg jr?e

SThe nragor deelined to arene the ques-
rLon-anlmp of some complexiry, perhaps.

“Well, I'vé got plenty to do in Lon-
dor, Vets give up Merdon and take
THMNs here.”

_eGive up. Merrion!™  She was start- -
teal, Bt the vensons: she assigmed wore
prudential. “I've taken i+ tif] October. -
apll T oean't afford to. Fesides, what's
the nze of being here jn Angust 2
You won't deop it xet. vou see," The
«wns dick ant deceive iuplay.
“I dant think T aorht to desert
Cectly, 1 sanpose she'll go back to
Blent, Oh what  an exasperating
Tan he -is!"” o
- Ulkwsn't loak as if the mateh wou'd
vonw off now. does jt» .
SI's just despevate.  The Tast
vhanee i grone. T den't know what
tn e, . [

“Marrs him yourself,” advised the
Major. Though it was an old idea of
his. he was not very serious, .
CIN seoner poizon him,™ said Mina
deeisively.  “What must Mr Dicney
think of me” .

“I shouldn’t trouble about that.
uppose he thinks much at all,
_ (That is the sar1 of remark
whivh relatives sowmetimes regard as
cansolatory). "l think Harry Tris-
tram as much of a fool as you do,”
Duplay adiled. If he'd taken it, he
caulid bave made a goml match any-
liaw, even if he dido't get Lady
Triseram.” '
TCevily’s just us bad, She's retired
into her shell. You don't know that
wiy af hers—of theirs, 1 suppose it
is.  bother them? he's  treating
veerybody umkl everything as if .they
diddn’t exist,”

“She'll go back ta Blent, T sup-

ol )

T

prose

“Well, she must. Somebody mnst
have i1

“IE it roing hegging, eafl on me”
it the Major equably. He was in o
better hnmonr with theworld than he
had been for 4 lony while: his con-
neetion with' Iver pramized well. Bot
Mina s=nitffedt svornfully; she was in
Doy mond far idle jests,

Tecily  had been told abaut  the
seheme wml its honentoble end. Her
attitude  was ane of ¢ntire ancon-
corg, What was it to her if Harry
were maide oo visecount, a duke, oF the
What wus anyvrthing 1o her?

woing biek ta e father ot
‘Fhe anly amimation she dis-
yorl was In rexenting the remnimil-
| 3ndeed slenying rhe fact, that
i ever hesen other than abso-
hitely happy aed contenred ot 1Hent,
Mina pressed the point, and Cecily
then derlured
lier ennscienee wis at rest, She had
trical ta cda what was rivht—at what
stieritioe Ming kpew; the reception of
her offer Minun Knew, Now prervhings

Lady Flora.”

Miat Anw at any rite -
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Mina. could sympathize with her, and
corid wnderstaind the sort of way in
which  Ccusia  Harry received  ar-
temipis to help him. On this point
they drew 1ogether aguin,

Y nrnst come Luck to Merrfon,

Yau
deas” urged Cecily. .

Mina, who never meant to do any-
thing else, embraved her friend and
affectionately. comsented. It is  al-
wiys pleasant to do on entreiaty what
we might be driven te do unasked.

Giocd-bye had-to be =uid to Eacly
Frvenswood. That  lady  was very
cheerful about Harry; she was, hard-
I¥ wirth any disguise, an admirer of
his conduct,.and said thut undeubted-
1» he had made a very favourable im-
pression ‘on  ilobert, She seemed to
make little of the desperate condi-
tion of affairs as regarded Ceeily. She
was thinking of Harry's career, and
that seemed to her very promising.
“Whatever he tries I' think heli sue-
ceed inS” she said. That was not
enaugh for Mina; he must try Mina's
things—thuse =<he had set her heart
an—before she conld he content.
“But you never browght Ceeily to sze
nie,  Lady  Evenswood complained.
“Ard 'm just going away

That wuy it. Mina decided.
Fvensweoad had-nat éeen Cecily. She
hud-approached the Tristram puzzle
from one side onky, and had perceived
but one aspeet ,of it She  (id
net understand Jhat ., it was
complex ‘and 7 dpuble headed;
it was  neither Harry nar
Ceeily, but_ Harry "and, Ceeily. Mina
bad been iy that staté ¢f mind before
Cecily came on the. scene; it was
natural now. in Lady Evenswood. But
it rendered her really useless. . Tt

Lady

was a shock to find that, all a]qng:‘

in Lady Evepswood's mind Cecily had
been A step towards the peerage
rather than the peerage the first step
towards  Cécily, Minn- wondered
loftily  (but  silently) haw woman
eould take sa slighting a view of wo-
mn. N

*And Flora Disney has guite taken
him up*” Tady Evenswood pursuned,
“George tells me he's been to lunch
theré twice.
&1

“What does Lady Flora IDisney want
with him?* . - T

*Well, my dear, are you going to
turn round and say vou don’t under-
stand why he interests women?”

*“I fdon’t sae¢ why-he shonlil intereat
AMina had already made
up her mind thar &he hated that, sort
of woman. It was Dbad enough to
hyve captured Mr. Disney: must the

‘insatiarte creature draw into her net

Harrey Tristram also? X

“And of course he's flattered. Any
young man would be™ .

*I don't think he's improved since
he Teft Went,™ | . .

“Conntry folks alwaym say that
about their young men when they
come ta town” smiled Lady Evens-
wowdd,  “He's learning his world, my
denr. Al he seems very sensible.
He hasn't inherited poor Addie’s wild-
ness," - N

he hru-«.'r‘ Tut #t only comes

“Yen,
ot now and then! When it dnesg—--"
1t won't come ont with Flora”

Lidly Evenswoad interrupted reassars
ingly. “And, a1 any rate. an von may
suppose, I'm. going to leave him to
his own devices, Oh, T think he'’s
quite ripht, hut T don't want to be
wrong myself ageain, that'a all.” :

Ifut another thing wns to happen
hetore Minn went hack’ 10 the valiey
of the Blent; & tearful, delightful
thing. An astanishing missive cnme

B

George is a terrvible gos

House,

- card inviting her to ding with Mr.
atd Laddy Flora Disney.. She gasped
as she read it. Had Latdy Flora ever
indnlged in the =ame expression of
freling. it would have heen when she
was asked to geénd it, Gasping stils,
Alina ielegraphed for her hest frock
aitd nll the jewelled tokens of affec-
tion which survived to- testify to
Adolt Zabriska's love. It was in it-
soHf an infinitely great occasion, des-
timed always 1o loom large in mem-

ery: but it proved to have a: bearing

on the Tristram problem too. .

For Harry was .there. He sat on
the hostess™ left:
wa= handsome Lowd Hove, very re-
sl Jendent iIn full dress. starred and ri-
hainded. Several of the men were
like that: there was some funetion
Iater.om, Mina learni from an easy-

mannered vouth who sat by her and |

seemed bored with the party. Dis-
ney cum¢ in late; in his usual indif-
fepently fitring  morning  clothes,
snaiching an hour from the House,
in the strongest contrast to the fair
sumptuousness of his wife. He fook,
a vacunt chair two places from Aina
anl nadded at her in a friendly way:
They were at g round  table, and
1theve were only a dozen there. The
easy-mannered  youth told

which it is ‘to He hoped were  not
trune: he seenied to View them from
an alitule of good-humoured cor-
tempt.” " Mina discovered afterwards
thil he was a cousin of Lady Flera's,
and cecupied a position ' in Messrs.
Contts' Tank: Heé - chuekled once, re-’
nrking: ) : o

“Ftora's talkin' to Tristram =all the
time. instead of bein” pleasant 1o
Tommy Hove. Fact ir, she hates
Temmy, and she’d he glad if the

Chief would give him the boot.” But |

the Chief foesn't want to, Decausé

Tommi's well in at Court, and the

Chief isn't.,”
“Why does Lady Flora hate Lord
Hove? He's very handsome,” .
“Think so0?
fellows like that. that T'm beginnin”
to hate *em, Like th= ‘sweet sivl?
fMon‘t you know? I henr the Chief
thinks Tristram’ll train on,” .
Do what?" asked Mina absently,
looking across at Harry.  Harry was
quite lively, and deep in conversation
with his hostess. ) L
“Well they might put him in the
House, and so on. you Kknow. See
that woman next but three?? That's
Giertrude  Melrose: spends more on
clothes than any woman in London,
andl she’s only got nine hundred a
vear. Queer?" He smiled as he can-
suwmed an alnond. . .
=She must get inro debt,” said
Mine, gazing at the clothes of inex-
piicable origin, :
*Gettin' in isn't the mystery,” re-
mnarked the youth. “Tt's the gettin’
aut, Midame—er—Zabriska.” . He had
taken a swift plance at Mina's card, |
Minp looked vound. Is it in this
room they have: the Councils?? she
asked. : .

LENT.

on her: other. side -

her all’
about them, inelnding several things’

Well, I wee s0 many

“Cabinets?  Don't know. Down-'
wtaire womewhere, | befieve, anyhow.”
He smothered a yawn., “Queer thing,
that abont "Listram, Fou know, If
everything was known, you know, I

houidn’t wonder if g lot of other
fellows found themselves oo
e was  interrupted, fortunately, .

perhaps, in these speculations by a
jyuestion from his other neighbour.
Mina was left alone for some min-
utes. and set 1o work to observe ihe
e He, Fhe was tolerably at ease
nOW; a man was on each =ide of her,
and in the end it was the women of-
whom she was afraid. ‘There would
he a terrible fime in the drawing- -
reom. but she deteirmined not Lo
think of that. Harry saw her sitting
silent and smiled neross a1 her while
he listened 1o Lady Flora. The gmile
=temerd 10 come from a grent way off.
The langer she sat there the more’
that impression grew: he seemed so
mueh and so naturaly a part of the
scene and one of rthe company. She’
wis so emphatically not one of them,
save by the merest aceident and for
an evening's span. The sense of dif-
ference and | distaneg treubled her,
She thonght of Cecily alone at home, ,
and grew moie troubled still.  She
felt- absurd, too, because she had been
frying to help Harry, 1f that had . to.
e done, she supposed Lady Flora
wauld do it now. The idea was bit-
ter. Where difference of class comesn
in, women seem more hostile to one’
Another than men are fo men: per-,
haps this shonld be considered in re- -
lation to the Franchise Question,
Through the talk of the rest she:
listened to Harry and Lady Flora.
That Hurry shonld hold his own did’
not surprise her: it was rather unex-
Tested thit e should do it so lightly -
aril 80 urbanels: Lord Hove tried io -
inteivene once or twiee, with no sue- -
eessy  capricions waves of sympathy
tindulatéd across to him . from Mina.
She” turned ler head by chamnce. nni
found Mr Disney silent too, and Jook-.
ing at her. The next moment he:
spoke to' the easy-mannered youth.-
“Well, Theo, what's the world sa-- -
ing and doing?" - o
“Same as last year, Cousin Robert "
answered Theo, cheerfully.  “Govera-
ment’s a year older, of course.” . .
Tn an justant Mina. was pleased;
she detected an nnexpected but pleas-
unt  friendship between Mr- Disney,
and the youth. She c¢redited Digney,
with. more .humanity—the humour
hecessary she knew he had—and liked
him even better. . ’

“The drawingreoms havé kicked
vs'out already, T suppose?” R

“Oh. yves,
not sure."
“Good! 'That’s something. Banka
ugainst drawing-rooms for me, Ma-
dame Zabriska,” He brought her in‘o
the conversation almost with taet;

rather. But the ‘Bank's -

“he mmst have had a strong wish to

make her comfortable. ..

“That's right, announced Theo.
“I1 should say you're all right in the
econniry,: too. Crops pretty - gond,
you kunow, and the rain's comin' down
just nicely.”

“Well. T ordered it,” said Mr Disney.

*“Takin® all the eredit you can get,”
observed  Theo. *“Like the man whe
carved hiz name on the “knife before
he stabbed his mother-in-law.™" ’

“What did he do that for?" cried
Mina. A guffaw from Disnexy quite
amaz:d her. )
arry looked acroxs with a sur-
rrsad air: h® seemed 1o wonider
ttat she should be enjoying herself.
Mina was annoyed, und set bersslf
to be merry: a glanee from Lady
Flora econverted vexatioh into rage.
“he tfurned back to Theo: somshow
Mr. Bisney had tangbt her how to
1ikz him—often a valuable lesseon, if
people woukl keep their eyves open
Yor it.

“Fverybody elge I've met has been
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