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THY, CGHIEF POSTMASTER'S ROOM,

Noodleshy Exarcises Himself.

He laid the paper down, removed
his. glasses and smiled benignantly
across the table at Mrs Noodlesby.

“FPhebe,” he said, “too many chick-
ens on this plaptation.”

Hanna, photo.
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“Yes; but can’t yon devise asome
better way of expressing your views

than by everlastingly firing ‘Ah?'
loaded with a hump-backed interro-
gated point at eveything 1 say?

T was {ust observing, Mres Noodlesby,
that these diggings are becoming
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Mr Diss and his Chiet Clerk at the table

aovercrowded with a congested popu-
lation of chickens, We ought tu be:
gin killing them off.” )

“(Quite right, Peleg, my dear, Several
sizable friers were picking up seraps
around the kitchen door this after-
ugon.” . .

“Exuactly. There's u young ingrain
pelka dot rooster with a lerdly strut
in his walk, and 1 propose catching
and executing him in the morning.”

“By yourself?"

“Yes. Why not?”

“I suspect you can’t do it, dedr.”

“Faugh! Cau’t catch a little, wab-
ble-shanked spring chicken? Bet yer
dollar I can!™

“But wouldn't it be Letter to take
him from the roost to-night, Peleg?
You are getting rather too old to ran
chickens down when there's an eansier
way of securing them.”

“O1d! Me olid? Thebe Noodleshy,
1 am now fully resolved upon catehing
that ingrain pelka dut on foot, and
doing it alone, to-morrow marning.
Hear my warble?”

And he shambled eff to bed, momb-
ling and gruinbling as he went, .

Never was reoster, young und in-
experienced in the wavs of this de-
cveitful world, more complelely  as-
toundeid than when, having just begun
serittehing for an eariy woim, the
figure of Farmer Nuooillesby cnme
bearing down upon him with bload n
his eye and Loth couttails fAapping in
the morning breeze, The rooster scur-
ried to one sjde, unlimbered o foot or
80 of neek, aml gave voeal ntteranee
to several dozen specessive npotes aof
ularim,  Noodleshy zecore vl his equi-
librinm in o moment, tneked his conpse
and went franteally pallaping arter
the raoster.

The race waa intercsting from the
wturt,  The rooster deseribetdl nn eveen-
trie ellipse of wide din ¢ =lons. Nood-
leshy following A close o0 feet in the
rooster’s wike, amd revehiog gfler the
doemed fowl ar if 1ife nml all material
glory depentted upon his exertions,

Ittering upon their secomi tour of
the premives, Noadleshy, waxhige furi-
ouxly imptivet, began wiarming to his
wark,

Mey (i the rooster,

Xanddheshy'™s wirenth ens ¢ ool went
ut the vofe of wixdv-mild revolutione
per minute. s mouth stomd pictoe
voajor, nnd his eyves resemblial
dope pinger arnsa o
r ot the rooster, {hai
win elearly in evidener, nned i inspired
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him  with .renewed  zeal and longer
strides. The ten feet of distance be-
tween them was quickly reduced ta
four, three, twoe and one-half,
one  aud  one-half, and  Xowdles
vpreading his bandz apart ax if jn
preparation for a Hight through apave,
threw himself forward wmsl cnnght—
his hands full of sund burs!

The rooster darted under the fence
und disappenred, excited and enckling,
in the jimson patch.

“Can T help vou, denr?™ It was Mrs
Noodleshy softly addressing her hus
bunel over the fence,

“You can go into the
keep yer mouth shet,”
Rnapped,

In less time than it taken ta reconlt
it Noudlesby had eleared the palos
of hix hunds of surptes vegetation. uul
thrown  hin  east  fn ane direetion
his vest in another, and his hat in
a third, and with head thrown hnek
wou eareering,  fushed amd  panting,
thraugh the jimson patch, the fupgitive
polka dot lending the woy and setting
the puee. The devious windings aml
turnings and donblings made hy that
palr of bipeds are simply  indeserib-
ithle,

The rooster, convineed that  the
Jimsan pateh had become a delusion
e g snare, broke cover atl with
wings outstretehed and voice pitehed
to a declumitory key took his pursier
aronnd the burn, through the pig pen
and across the feed lot, where in mak-

hause and
he promptly

- ing his exit through the burbed wire

fenee Noodlesby left a snrenle paten
of his tronsers as big as his two hands,
and another pateh of skin s big as a
hutton, and then with o dezen other
flecing, elumourous companions the
raoster plunged under the corn erib
and was lost to view,

“Ha, ha! You skulking idiot, I'l
fetch ye!"

Noodlesby went down on all-fours,
reered eautiouslty under the orib, fol-
lawed his eves with one hand, and,
chuckling audibly, drew his squnking.
Huttering vietim forth by the legs,

“Phebe! Phebe Noodlegby!™
yelled, “I've caught the varming!”

He eame stalking up to the back
door five minutes later, hot and palpi-
tating, bLut jubilant, and latd the de.
vapitated rooster down upen the stone
step for Mrs Noodlesby's insp:ction,

“Which one 2id veu get, Peleg?” his
wife sweetly inquired,

“Ingrain polka dot, of caurse! Think
' gro floundering all over creation
frying ta exterminate a misernlle
rickety critter like thls just to enter-
tain yon with pleasant sl prises and
keep ‘you in good huwour and then
gather in the wrong bird!"  Uh, uh-h'
Not it old man Noadlesly knaws him-
self.” '

Noodleshy looking up from a plate
of hoiled chicken and fuffy Tamp-
lings at dinner time, whruptly asked:

“Phebe, was it the ingrain Ppelka
dat 7

“Why. no: of course net, Tt was the
hlnoded two dollar prize taker you
Lrowmeht home from the fair Tust fall.
Hark! That's the polka det erowing
vutrkle.™

Noodleshy harp oned 0 juselous
Tumpling with his fork and went on
with his meal in Hwvage silenve,
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Tit for Tat.

he

Amungst the peeuline marringe eus.
toms of the world may be elessed that
which prevails in Brittany,  When tin
wedding eeremony in over, it i the
proetice for the Iord and master to

wive Bid bride o sound box on (he
ear aned fo my as he gives it;
“That in how it feels when ryou

mirke me vexed,™

After this most unlover-like Pprocescd-
inr he preets her with un ardent
kiss nasl tenderly utters the words;

“Aml thus it feels when Youtrent me
well,

A Hreton ooee Tind the temerity to
ke Wi fortunes with thome of n Ger-
i Tasw, wuel., nothing danntoed, aave
her the usnel salute on e ring from
the altar. But he had stuken i
girl. nned the stont heartid dupmel
irne oof the endonn. did poag oy
for the kisw, but denlt her awain
Hunndimge elout an the wile of
el exeliianed with emphinsis:

“Tonk here, Jean, ¥yl had hetter
naderstaned anee for nil 1'l have nonge
af thar!”

Tl v feflow,
el bed Bis o eheek it et gy +hireh
with the wetthal hel'of (hig he o heel,
without doolit, o Tatter Lgle whn
worhl staml ne nopaeaee,

Hler nd winer,




