
Music and Drama.

Miv-grove's Grand Opera Co. has
entered on the third week of its Auck-

land season, and the usual managerial
hyperbole, “No standing room,’’ is,
in this instance, the most sober ex-

pression of fact Quite unexpectedly
by both llie public and management,
AV.igner has proved the company's
iriunp card. Wagner’s operas are, in-

deed. the talk of the town, and seats

for a performance bearing his name

have to be Looked four or live days
ahead. Perhaps it is not compliment-
ary |o the musical taste of Auckland
—which, by Aucklanders, is thought
io be particularly good—that one

should express surprise, at the success

<>f Wagnerian music in this city.
Twenty years ago the operas which

■were drawing best in London were

Wagner's work, and Haweis remarks;

that at that time the Wagnerian cycle
of dramas at one theatre and Niebu-

lutigen King at the other kept almost

every other opera off the boards.
'After all, we are not surely so behind
hand here in music as not to wax en-

-Ili usiastic over works which delighted
London nearly quarter of a cent lire

ago.

Of last week's performances, two

out of the six were Wagner’s operas,

namely, a repetition of “Lohengrin’’
and a first performance of “Tann-
hauSer." The other productions were

“Mignon," which we noticed last
week, a repetition of “Carmen," and
two performances of “Maritan:.."
The la st-mentioned is at once one of
the most tuneful and most popular
of English operas. Its flowing melo-
dics and beautiful lyric which belong
to a school in which most of us have
gained our conception nnfl apprecia-
tion of opera. Consequently ii was to
I>e expected that, the performance
would be well patronised. And so it

was: but h is worth while recording
the fact that the demand for seals

for the first performance was not
greater, but rather less, than for the
second performance of “Lohengrin,”
and the first of “Tannhauser”; and,
further, that notwithstanding the
uniform excellence of the production,
its second performance was, so far
as one can judge, less in demand than

Wagner's music.

Miss Lilian Coomber makes as sweet

a Maritana as she does Marguerite in

"Faust.” Superbly arrayed, she was

the venire of attraction on the stage
whenever she appeared, and her pure
voice welled out with delightful
clearness in those familiar airs such

as “.Scenes That are Brightest," “ft
-Was a Knight of Princely Mien,” and

“What Mystery.” Signor Salvi was

Don Caesar, and he surprised all

more by his acting than his voice. No
part fits him so well from the dra-

matic point of view as the bold, dash-
ing, light-hearted Don. His magnifi-
cent voice interpreted the music

which falls to h’s share with great
succesls. Verve and fullness of mel-

ody informed that favourite song

“Let Me Like a Soldier Fall,” and he

was equally good in liis other songs.
Mr Lawrence. Mooney, as Don .Jose,
had a mortgage on the applause of
the audience in that old ballad “In

Happy Moments,” while the same

may be said of Miss Agnes Jansen in

the aria, “Alas Those Chimes.” AU

the singers mentioned were applaud-
ed to the echo, and recalls and en-

cores were the order of the evening,
much more than they have been in

any other opera.

The second of Wagner’s operas was

staged on Wednesday, “Lohengrin”
had raised expectation to a high point
for it was understood that “Tann-

hauser” was, at least in its power of

appeal to amateurs of Wagner, a

much more impressive work. The pre-
decessor of “Lohengrin” by about

two years. "Tannhauser” was the first,

opera in which Wagner’s theory stood

unmistakeably revealed to those who

could rend it. . In it the dramatie,
scenic, and musical art walked hand

in hand for the first time, setting at

nought all the previous conceptions
of what opera should be, a mere occa-

sion for singing pretty songs and dan-

cing pretty dances. The magnificence
of the opening scene on'this occasion

Would of itself have captured Hie.

least musical in the audience who

might have failed to appreciate the.

overture, which has been described as

a most wonderful-work. But musical
or the reverse, there are few who

could resist the indescribable wealth
of sound that rises from the orches-

tra in the overture—sound embody-
ing nil the varied sentiment and pas-
sion of the drama. It was the. tri-
umph of M. Slapoffski and his instru-
mentalists, and, as has been said a

dozen times since, is of itself'worth

many another opera in its entirety.
The music bristles with difficulties for

every one engaged, and what marks
the excellence of the company is that

from the principals down to the least

of the chorus the'production showed
no sign of weakness. Madame Slap-
oli’-ki and Barron Berthaid occupy

the lending places in the great musi-
cal drama, and both justified the

choice of the management. The lady
has done nothing better than Eliza-
lietb, and Barron Bcrthald’s Tann-

hauser is very strong. Mr Lawrence

Mooney. Mr Lemprierc Pringle, and

Enriqiietta Crichton are all artists

whose parts in the opera deserve spec-
ial notice, had we room here to criti-

cise at length. The same exigency
of space prevents us referring to the

many splendid numbers of the solo-

ists. and the trained work of the

chorus. But even could we do so it

would not conwy I he supreme impres-
sion of the opera as a whole, the very
thing that Wagner's genius was de-
voted to secure. One certainly'
leaves the Huntre with little of “the
sweet rhymes ringing in his head’.’
which the frequenter of operas usu-

ally looks for: but,<<n the other hand,
one leaves in a spirit of exaltation

that other performances of the oper-
atic kind cannot effect—with a feel-
ing of the reality, the earnestness,
the moral beauty of the drama. It is
as if one had been among the stars
listening to the fullness of the

spheral melodies or echoes from the

sevenfold harmonies of heaven and
had come down to earth again.

Owing to the pressure on our space
our critique on the splendid per-
formance of Wagner’s “Flying Dutch-
man

”

on Monday by the Musgrove’s
Opera Company has been held over.

While the Staunton Opera Company
were in Christchurch Mr Alexander
Anderson, of that city, did all in his

power to make their visit pleasant and

■ successful. On returning home late
one evening last week he was amazed
to find his house in the occupation of
an operatic surprise party who were

busily preparing an elaborate supper.
During the sociabilities which follow-
ed Mr Hallam, on behalf of the grate-
ful company, presented Mr Antlerson
with a silver -mounted alligator skin
pocket-book.

thanks as much to the rivalry as
16 the enterprise of Australian mana-

gers New Zealand is likely to come in
for her fair share of the" best that is
agoing. It is rumoured that we maylook out next year for “L’Aiglon”
and ‘.‘Cyrano de Bergerac,” plays of
which we have heard so much. Mr.
J. C. Williamson is sending a com-

pany- across, which, among other
novelties, will stage these.

.

Considering how prevalent colds are

just, now, it is not a little surprising
that Musgrove’s singers should up to
the present have- escaped. The. Stan-
ton Opera Company, now in the
.South, have suffered considerably in
this respect. Madame Belle Cole has
recently' had to postpone her Christ-
church concert from the same cause.

Mr. Dix introduces the Dart-os to
New Zealand on Friday at Dunedin.
He is paying them £lOO a week.

Mr. Frederick Villiers, the famous
war correspondent, is again lecturing
in Westrajia.

b

Madame Belle Cole took the con-

tralto part in. the production of
“Naaman” by- the Dunedin Choral So-
ciety on Tuesday last. The “Messiah"
is promised for Thursday. Mr. John
I’ronse is taking part in the perform-
ance.

Mr. Williamson’s Italian Opera
Company commences its Sydney sea-
son on F riday, The-principals of the
organisation were specially selected
from Ln Scala and leading*
Italian theatres. The company visits
New Zealand early next year.

On Thursday last the members of
the Auckland Savage Club, to the
number of 75, made a descent on the
Opera House, and called Mr Musgrove
before the curtain. When he came

Or. Lewis, president of the Club,
thanked him and his company for the

pleasure their visit had given toAuck-
land, wished them all success in the

South, and assured them that if they
ever came to Auckland again they'
would have a hearty' welcome. Mr
Musgrove, in reply, stated that on

leaving Sydney if had been freely'
foretold that they would lose money'
lanvily in bringing so large a coni-
p >ny io New Zealand in mid-winter,
lie could only thank Auckland for

the truly splendid support given and
say th:n it the Sonti'responded any-
thing like as generously the manage-
ment would have no reason to regret -
their venture, and would be encour-

aged to similar enterprise in the fu-
ture. Cheers were given for Mr Mus-

grove, and more for the conductor
and orchestra. To Madame Janson
and Miss Coomber the club presented
superb baskets of flowers, •

Bland Holt, according to an Aus-
tralian contemporary, will retire at
the close of his present, Melbourne sea-

son and take a rest of two years.
Those who know what a demon for

work Mr Holt is—for years he has

been at it day and night—rannot won-

der I hat the doctors should have
decreed he must call a halt. The
company will be disbanded.

Mr Walter Bentley is to play iu New
York next season.

' •

ORANGE BLOSSOMS

HILL—HOSKIN. 3.

At St. Mark’s Church, New Ply-
mouth, a very' quiet wedding took
place last Tuesday morning, when

Miss Grace Faeey Hoskin, eldest
daughter of Mr Josias Hoskin, was

married to Mr John Hill, of the local

Customs Office, and ’ the third son of

Mr Joseph Hill, Grey, Westland. The

bride was given away by Mr H. Haw-

kins, and wore a pretty costume of

navy' blue, with white satin vest, and

hat to match. Misses Ethel and Bea-

trice Hoskin attended their sister as

bridesmaids, the former wearing a

fawn and cream costume, and the lat-

ter scarlet. Rev. Evans officiated,
and Mr Tom Shaw acted as best man.

The happy' couple left for Christ-
church, where they intend making
their home, as Mr Hill has lately been

moved into the Customs Department
there.

DENT—BEARN.

There were a large number of

friends present in the English Church,
Inglewood, to witness the marriage
of the Rev. G. W. Dent to Miss Annie

Bearn. The bride, who was given
away by her father, Air Alfred Bearn,
looked charming in white lus’tre.
trimmed with silk lace, narrow satin
ribbon and buckles, and wore the

orthodox veil. The bride was attend-

ed by' Miss Richards as bridesmaid,
and Mr H. Olson acted as best man.

The service was conducted fully cho-
ral, Miss Gelhardt presiding at the

organ, and Rev. C. W. Robinson offi-

ciating. After the ceremony the

happy couple drove to New Plymouth,
where they .leave for their home at

Paparoa, North of Auckland. 'f

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

AUCKLAND BOST OFFICE.
'

We are greatly indebted to the

courtesy' of Mr. S. B. Biss, Chief

Postmaster, Auckland, for the facili-

ties afforded the “Graphic” photo-
grapher in taking the views which ap-
pear elsewhere in this issue.

MR. GEORGE FRASER, SENR.

General regret will be felt at
the announcement of the death,
at the age of sixty years, of Mr.

George Fraser, the well-known founder
of the firm of G. Fraser and Son, of

Stanley-street. The deeeased was a

native of Scotland, and arrived in this

colony over 50 years ago. He was a

thorough engineer, and at once start-
ed in business, with the result that his
name has been ever associated with
the iron trade in this eity. Originally
the firm started as Fraser and Tinne,
but subsequently the business was

carried on by Mr Fraser until two

years ago, when he retired and left it
to hir'kons. This firm has turned out

many creditable engineers and iron-

workers, who now occupy important
positions in various parts of the

world, an evidence of the thorough-
ness of the instruction received at
Fraser's foundry.

The deceased always bore an excel-
lent character as a thoroughly reli-

able, upright man, and that lie was

a good employer is shown by the in-
terest lie always manifested in the
success of those who had been under

his care to learn their trade. His old

apprentices were often looked up by
Mr Fraser, whenever business took
him in their direction, and the meet-

ing was as between true friends. Mr

Eraser died on Monday at his

residence, VVynyard-street, and his re-

mains will lie interred at Purewa
semeterjr t" ffay (Wednesday) at 2.30

p’clncA in the afternoon. •‘tst-

Q P E, R A HOUSE

Under the Direction <.t

MR GEO. MUSGROVE.

FAREWELL PEKF.OKMA-XCES-
"

. LAST SIX bi lit UTS.

GRAND OPERA SEASON, ;

PROGRAMME. f

WEDNESDAY—“TANNHAC.SER" f

THURSDAY—“IL TROVATORE" ?
EP.IDAY—"LOHENGRIN $

SATURDAY—“BOHEMIAN GIRL"

Dress Circle and Orchestra S uits, 6/;
Stalls. ■!/: Pit, 2/; after 7.43 o'clock. IZ.

Doors open at 7; overture, 8 sharp.
Box Plan at Wildman and Lyell’s.

Advance Representative:
BENNO SCHEREK.

E.

THE LATEST AND BEST TALKING
MACHINE.

Reproduces In Loud Clear Natural Tone.

Records are disks of hard rubber which
do not break in transportation nor wear
out with use, and are not affected by
climate or moisture.

Every family should possess one for
entertainment.

THE IDEAL MACHINE FOR EX-
HIBITORS.

'.Catalogue of Machines and list of
Records Free.

Sample Machine and Dozen Assorted
Records sent with all charges prepaid to

anv point In the world, on receipt of ?23
or £5 10/.

Write for Catalogue of Animated Pic-
ture Machines, Electric Fans, and other

American Novellies.

F. M. PRESCOTT,

Edison Building, New York. N.Y.. U.S.A.

European Ofltce, Ritterstrasse 71, Ber-
lin. Germany.

yyELLINGTON OAMERA OLUB.

INTERCOLONIAL

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION.

£5O IN PRIZES.

Opens in 'Wellington, Septeml er 2nd. 1

Entries close August 26th.

Forms obtainable from :—

GRAY BROS.,
Shortland Street, Auckland.
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