Baturday, June i, 10L

danbed with binek uwnd blue war
paint, sud their hair decorated with
featbher plumes The might  ‘waz an
wuceedingly warlike one, as the triben,
yelling their battle songs, fell in in
companicx on the parade ground They
erouched down a shert diatanes im
front of the wtand, weapons in hand,
waiting for the arrital of the Roysl.
tien. About two thonsand Muaoris
weres gathersd hers to take part in

the dances, while about another three

thoneand natives were spectators.
* The leading company, oecupying

the p_nqiltlion » little ahead of theather...
bodie:

“'waa the. Ngapuhi iribe, of

y tribe, all stripped to the

with wooden pluméd - batttle-
axes, ‘'while on the right were the
Whangannin, Hawke's-Bay, Lake Tan-
pn, Wairnrapa, Urewers and other
iribes, : Immediately in front of the
ntand was placed the model eanoce,
whick the Arawus were 1o present to
the Duke, covered “with mats, om
which were taid Majer Fox's presen-
tation-sword and rifle. . i

An the Roynl party took their neats
the great body of the people; wildly
exciied, rone up, with spears; tainhas
aud war axes in hand, - - oo
" Then began a ‘splendid ~ inartial
reene the like' of which will aever
Be seén' aghin in New Zealand. The
Kgapuhie  performed m war dance,
an! then moved off. Then came Te
Ariwa, who alyo, with their weapons
in hniéi, went throngh the’ warlike
sitill with machine-like - precision,
singing in great chorus a song of
walcome, roared from several  huna

dred inroats, led by slit Major Foxj

who, sword is hand, danced wonder-
tully energetically, . L

‘Ihen cawne the war danee of .the
Ngoiterangi - tribe, from ‘Tauranga,
armed with sbharp spears, and with
white feathers stuck in their hair
‘ihey sang their welcome song, then
yelled thc well-known old war song,
beginming “kia kutia,” ete. - A‘ Wan-
ganni tribe then, dressed only in flax
st wats, danced sowme splendid
Tiakas, which were loudly. applauded
as they moved off. - :

Then the chieftainesses -advanced
and laid bandsonie mnts at the Duke’s
fuet, Next.the Arawa tribesmen came
on agnin, attifed in waist ganuenis
and performed hakas exceedingly well,
the roaring choruses from hundreds of
ihroats, and  simulianeous . thud of
bundreds of feet on the ground making
the performances most impressive, Led
Ly their chiefs, they cbanted appro-

priate songs of welcome to the grand-.

son of the Queen. Then the. Ngaite-
vangi tribe agnin came on the sceme,
leaving their spears lehind. Led by
their chiefs, they performed a good
haka to the accomapaniment of a fine
song, in which they greeted the Duke
with the words, “Oh! welcome here,
draw near to us. Oh! our treasure
from afar,” Then they retired with
lowd hurrahs,

The XNgapuhi warriors, from the far
North, pave another war dauce, led by
an ojd warrier in front, almost entire-
Iy naked, to show his remarkable
breech tattooing. They marked off,
singing an aocient song of welcome to
their great guest from beyond the far
bounduries of the sky.

Next came a spleadid
which carried one in imagioation te
the oldén days. The young chief Te
lieuheu, feathers in hair, legs bare and
native mat round him, teiaha in hand,
ruoshed down the centre of the fleld to
where o small army of half-naked men
were crouching on the ground, with
spears in their expectant grasp. When
a short distance from the warriors he
hurled a spear at them in the ancient
fashion of the “Wero,” or challenge,
and at once turned and fled back, pur-
sued at racing speed by the warriors,
their bave feet thundering on the-
ground as they ran. These were Heu-
heu's trile, the Ngatituwharetoa, from
Take Taupo. about two bundred
atrong, incluiding a large party of
xplendid-looking women in flax, feath-
er mats and capes, Juet in froot of
the lioynl stnnd they balted In fight-
ing array. Then followed B thriliing
peraperw, or real old war danee, far
excelling- thore which preceded them.

At the word from their ehiefly-
loking leader, Te Heuheu, they rprung
up and yclled out their wong of jubi-
Jation in honour of the visit, jumping
thia way and that, thefr facen gri-
macing and eyehrlla glaring, a1l keep-
ing splendid time with their forest of
Epearm, .

wearing flax waist mate

exhibit-ibn, X

kvindred dancers. Dn the ex- ..
ght wap the great body of .

At iotervals in the dancing the
veremony of presenting gifts to the
Hoyal visiters took plaee.: A line of
men and women advaneced, facing ithe
ranks, and depowited their treasures

at the Royal pavilion, at the feet of,

the Duke and Duchesa. Every tribe
had given its mout precious heirs
loome, and scine were very rare
and pricelesa o their hintorie
associations—meres of whalebone and
greenstone, beautifully. worked mots
of kiwi feathers, or evioured flax
handeone feather ity karowais, and

swept over the waiting thousands,
and converted the fine Lrosd streeta
into sean of mud. But the nrxt morn-
ing broke fine and clear, and thence-
forward the westher was absolutely
perfect, the eool clear alr tempering
gtuunUy . the  brilllant sunthize

m A cloudless azure sky. Rotoruas,
with its lovely lake and green-clad
hilla and island, never looked mors
beautiful. The reception st the wia-

. tion on the afternoon of their arrival
- wuas marred by the wretched weather,

but every other part of the pro-

puipuip jn wondering variety of form..  gramme went. off splendidly, It .sas

and eolour: One gift was an oki-time

+junt as well the Royal party did ses ..

banner .of fla¥, another & beawtiful ... ¥iais Waictapu, otherwisa they musi

mat of pigeon - feuthern. . The. gittn, . - have missed . snany  movel smighis of |

numbering dozenn, were piled high In
a heap nn the flonr of the pavilion
hefore, the Royal couple, and Mrs
Carroll foatens] o hendsome green-
stone tiki round the Duochess’ neck.
The Maqrin’. address . of » welcome,
beantifully fromed, was laid on top
of the pile, . P T PO

A Momorable “Hui.” =~

I “Haere . ra! Haere ral®  (“Depart,

..depart™) was the loudly-chanted fare-

well with which the assembled thou-
sands of the Maori race at Roterua
bade adien to the Royal visitors on
Saturday afternoon: Assuredly the
Duke and Puchess ef Cornwall and
York must bhave fell that there was
nothing foreed or artificial about their
reception at the hande of the generous
apén-hearted native people, '
Well, it is over mow—the greatest
“hui” Rotorua ever saw, or ever is
likely to sec. The Heir-apparent and his
gracious consort have seen the Maori
in his native “wondlerland,” and now
that their Royul Highnesses have de-
parterll, now that the excitement has
snbsided and the echo of the last cheer
died away, one ran sit down at last in
peace and qitictness, and review  the
many wmemorable incidents of the past
few day=. For, theugh but a flying
visit, the trip to Rotorua was crammed
fall of incvident. and the Royal party,
in Yankee parlance, “jumped” from
place to pldve with a celerity that gave
birt litule leisure to the =mall army of
special enrrespondents, who chronicled
their movements: B
Locoking back on the trip to Roterua,
one thing is certain—and that is that
the visit of the Duke and Duchess of
York was a splendid success, .
- That they enjoyed themselves most

heartily throughout the trip was very’

evident;. and, indeed, both the Royal
visitors, before leaving Hotorua, were
kind enough to express in warmest
terms the keen pleasure they experi-
enced in their brief glimpse of the
thermal wonderland anhd the: King's
loyal Maori subjeets. It is stuted that
both the Duke uod Duchess remarked
that they were betier pleased with the
Rotorua trip than with anything they
had gone through during the whole
tour, and again, after Saturday’s great
demonstration, His KRoyal Highaess
thanked the Hon, Jas. Carroll very
warmly for the splendid native recep-
tion arranged for them. Much as

they had heard of Rotorna and the’

Maoris,” the reality (said His Royal
Highness) far excelled all their antici-
pating. Such expressions of apprecia-
tion from the lips of the Royal visi-
iors must have been very gratifying
to Mr Carroli and those who worked
with and under him, but it required
ne words to show how keenly both the
Truke and his consort enjoyed their
ithree days” outing, One had ouly to
see their smiling faces and hear their
hearty langhtet to realise that. After
all, it must be more enjoyvable to spend
the whele day under a blue unclouded
srky amid surronndings  and scenie
charms as pleasant ond picturesque a3
novel, than to umierszo the round of
levers. Tecopiions and  other =clemn
functiona with which a more civitised
society thinks fit to entertain a visijor
of nultra-high degree. Tt is  surely
pleasnnter to wit in the open air and
watch the rhythmic Maori dances—the
weird “perupern,” the graceful “poi”
dance—than to struggle—be it never
=0 valiantly—throogh the dreadful or-
den] of shaking some thousand un-
known personk by the handt, The com-
pariaon arems quite superfinons,

The TRayal party were fortunate
ns regards weaither whila at Rotoroa.
Far ten days Lelfore their arrival rain
tell more or Tess continyourly, and
when the Noval train drew up at
Totarna platform on Thureday last
benvy showers of cold, drizzling rain

~which sa it.ia they carry away tha
pleasanteat recaollections. The . wel-

- eame ceremony At Ohinewutn on Fri-

day was & most ivieresting mative
function, and the dauces on the race
eourse that afterncan enabled the na-
tives to give many dances which time
would not have permitted on Satur-
day. The Geysers at Whakarewa-
rewa could not feil to impress Their
Royal Highnesses, and brief s was
their glimpse of 'Tikitery, that weird
region of boiling mud poola will
leave x vivid recollection jn their me-
mories, ¢ . oot '

But the feature of the vislt was vn-
doubtedly the great mnatlve assem-
blage on the racecourse on Saturday.
Such dancing, and on kuch a scole,
has not been seen in Maoriland for
very many years, nor is it likely that
the eqnal of this great “hui” or Maord
inter-tribal catnival will ever be seen
again; for ‘tempora mutnntur, et
noe” i8 as true of the Maari as af the
Roman or any other mortal. It
was the sight of a lifetime,
that great gathering on Rotarua
racecour#e.  Four thousand Maoris,
representing all the tribes from the
far South to the Bay of Tslands, were
mustered in BLatftle array, and all in
the old-time costumes now fast pass-
ing out of use. UOnly twelve or thir.
teen hundred of the natives actually
danced, but the numher was quite
large enough to be impressive. Tt
was a grand sight to =ee the long
rows of dusky, half-naked warriors,
their bare feet beatiug time with a
measured “thud, thwd™ that wmade
the ground tremble, brandishing
their weapons in perfect unison, as in
deep-throated chorus they intomed
their poetic chants aml invoeations.
Inspiriting too was the “swing,
swing” of the gracefui poi dances of
the women, as the pairs of little
raupo balls struck head and breast
and legs in perfect time. Anything
that might have been objectionable
in the dances had- ‘been carefully
eliminated; there was practically
nothing to which exception could be
taken, Dance followed - dapce 'in
quick snccession, and the great de-
wonstration passed off with scarce 5
hiteh from first to last. Tt was, In

short, a memorable spectacle, and
those who had the privilege of
seeing it are pot lkely to for-

get tha ‘scene, A striking feature
of the demonstration was the cere-
mony of presenting gitts to thg Royal
visitors. The Maoris" generosity was
truly remaarkable—all the more ro, a8
one aged chieftain remarked, w.hen
on cousidered by way of comparison
the extent of the average white man’a
prodigality towards hila Maori breth-
ren, Costly snd rare were most of
the presents they laid at the feet of
the Iuke and Duchess. One appre-
cinted their loyalty and open-handed
generosity, but could not belp regret-
ting that so many priveless souvenirs
of # romantic past shoull leave this
country—priceless, because ~ mere
money could not replace their his-
toric = associatiops, But the tribes
vied one with another in Iavish-
ing their gifts wupon tbe Royal
couple, and laxl  their _deareat
trensures in  rieh pr?fu_smn_ At
the feet of their distinguished
guests, Some of the women half
stpipped themselves to furnish pre-
sents for the Ducbess. It was impos-
sible to count ' the pgifts on
Saturday, or estimate their
culue on the gpot, but it {s mot
Leyond the mark to soy that the pre-
rents given by the Maoria to thelr

future King and Queen that mom- -

represented fully a thousand

in
xﬁmds. T'he kiwl mats alone muat
inve represented mnearly haif thas

sum. The greenstone Wenpons and
ornaments were very valunhle. es-
pecially the carved adze presented to
the Thake by okl Major Fox. Tia
Royal Highness evidently nppreelnted

-whom

the value of this adus, for be cartied

H around with bim all day vm Friday,
and brought it sut bimeelt next
morning to the racecourse. He alea
wore a his hat several of the valuabld
huia feathers pressated, | and
throughont the eceremony st the race
course both Duke and Duchets wore
long Maori mats over their ordinary
sttire. . These delicate. comphliments
on the part of Royaity pleaseqd the
Muoris immensely, for it showed thaf
‘Their Royal.Highnesaes had & due ap~
preciation of the valve of the gifis,
and prierd them accordingly, - -

- It wan & Sne sight-te see the Maorl
thieftainesses fling out to lay thein
preaenia at  the Duchexa’ feet, Ale
mont all were tall, bandsome: well-
bullt women, and they carried them-
selves like prineesses’ The women

.0t the Hywke's Bay, Wairarapa and

Wanganni tribea were particularly
handsome, and the high born daugh-
ters of the Npatikahuogunu eompel-
led sdmiration as they walked with
stately carriage to the grandstand,
and unfustening their beautifnl white
kiwi aod other feathered mata laid
them at the Duchess' feet. .

One old Maort warrior had o
eurions method of presenting him
offering, a rustling waiat mat of col-
oured flax. . Stalking out from
gmong his tribestaen st they stood
before the . pavilion, the oid man
marched straight up elose to where
the Royal conple were seated, and
without a vikion of a smile flung
tle mat over - the railing on to
tie wstand. then, tarning - on  his
heel, stalked :solemnly - back to
his tribe. . It is questionable whe-
ther the Duke half liked this very
casual presentation, though he evi-
dently conld not resist a smile, Very
different wag the demeanour -of
grizzled veteran who brought a long
flat hoeroa (two handed whalebone
sword), ornamented with dog's bair.
Rerere-.nﬂy the venerable warrior ¢ar-
ried his precionr weapon to the Duke,
and when Hi: Royai Highners cour-
teously accepted the gitt, the old
man's tattooed visage wreathed itself
in srniles, and he nodded and smiled
and nodded again all the way back to
his place in the dance.

It was strange after the departure
of the Royal couple to netice how
quickly the old-time Maori aspect
of the camp ground was, sc to speak,
toned down, i pot entirely altered.
Proeaic coats and trousers of a cut
mot exactly irreprdachable, hid the
broad dusky frames of the dancers; *
feathers vanished from their hair,
and battered hats of many shapes
replaced them: spears and axes were
put aside ,and the semi-Buropean as-
pect of the modern native for the
maost part replaced the picturesque:
barbarian'’ whom. the Royal wisitors
bhad watched daneing his wild tu-
ngarahu only an hout since. It seemns -
rg anti-climax to mention the trans-
formation, After all it in very like
hauling up the curtain spain  five
minuteg after the iragic drames has
reached its impassicned finale, If tha
lifted@ curtain should reveal perbaps
the far from picturesque stage hands
running of! with the carpets and the
table, it will not aid the impressive-
ness of the play itself. In the same
way there is no need to dwell on the
aftermath of one of the most pictu-
rerque’ functinns  ever known
Maoritand since the advent of the
pakehs, .

After the hakns,
described, came more wur dances
by trlbe after tribe, That of
the Ngatituwharetoa people, from
Lake Taupo, was probably the most
realistically savage of any. The solid
column of bare backed mien shouted
in & chorus which might have been
heard in the distant hilla their war
rong and saluting chant to the Duke,
they saluted as the present
personification of  the read Queen
They lenped in the air this way and
that, with indescribahly flerce
actions, the spears in theiv grarp now
raised high in the wir, now
lowered in lighining time to the
barking charua of the peruperw, in
just such 8 manner as the cannibala
of Taups might have donced a hun-
dred ycars ago. Te Heuheu led on hin
men in & aplendid manner. dreat ap-
plaure greeted the exhibition of what
thene Tanpo flerce-eyed men could be
in war tlme,

Next enme the turn of the peopls
from Tai lRowhiti or East Coart, la=-
cluding the Ngatiporon snd Ngotikas-
hungunu tribes, mustering in all five
hundred men, whose physingne excited

previously

in |



