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" Roforua [n Foeetive Attlre.
Wet mists enfolded the moft green

wooded peaka of Mckois, the “Bacred

Iaiand of Tinirau,” set in the still waters

of Hotorus, and wresthed in heavy,
flepey cloudn tlie adj t bush ranges,

when I paid my preliminary visit of in- .

mpeciion to the greai Maori amemblage
on the racecourse, which lies midway
between . Rotorua  township and the
Geyser - Valley - of
Rotorua ju mid-summer is chiefly re-
markable for jts inexhaustible supply of
dust.” Just now ‘the most noticeable
feature of the township and ita sur-
roundinga is the all-pervading mud. Thé

skies have wept” over the assembling
tribes for the last week. But given o,
apell of dry, elear weather the mid- <

winter scason in Rotorua is far pleas-
anter than the summer. I have seen

the Jake in June for days at a time a©

motienless sheet of polished silver under

& cloudless sky, its’ surface unrippled -

by the ‘faintest breath, with the classie
isle of Mokoia rising like a glorious

emerald from the shining waters, Such ~

is mot the aspect of the Rotorua-nui-a-
Kabu at the time of writing. :

It i hard te  put in
the coloor, the =nimation, and
ihe babel of sounds which are some of
the things that strike cne at this great
congresa of over four thousand people
of the native race, represeniing every
tribe in New Zealand from the North
Cape to Otago. It is a pood deal larger
than the preat gathering held at Tau-
piri in 1884 at the tangi over King
Tawhian, and is also a very much big-
ger affair than the important meetings
held nt Kopua and Hikurangi jn 1878 and
1879 between Sir George Grey and the
Kingites. In faet, there are only two
meetings which will at ail compare with
it—the Remuera gathering of 1844

when the might of Waikato under the
redoubtable cannibal warrior Te Whero- -

whero made such a martial display that
the white population of the infant capi-
tal trembled, und the conference  of

iribes at Kohimarama in 1860. Hut this '

Eotorua "hui® of 1801 outshines them
all, and will be remembered in time to
come wa:the last great combined display
in foree of the New Zealand native race.
In the symbalic language of the Maori,
the “Wai-tai” has come to meet the
“Wai-Maori,” the salt sea-coast dwellers
have journmeyed to preet the “fresh
water” tribes; the inland people of the
soil; pilgrims to a Geyserland Mecea,
It ie a fitting . oecasion tyo, in the Maori
eye, for the tribes from enst and west,
and morth and south, te meet on com-
mon ground, for the visit of the Great
White Queen's “mokopuns” is the event
of a life time; the sons of the soil
liken the Duke to the” proverbial
"Kotuku-rerenga-tahi,” the riré white
crane whose flight i8 geen but once and
no more in the span of one’s life.

The old order of things hag heen
tempaorarily revived at this “hui® On
the wide racecourse flat we see the
olden Maori costume, the ancient
weapong—""rakau Maori"—ihe savage
lecking tattooed faeces of bistorie
‘Aotentoa, Centuries ~old  songs,
enatches of weird ineantations, dating
back to the legendary Hawaiiki, of
the thousand-isled Bouth Semns, are
heard as the long-severed clans greet
each other, and the orators pace up
and down, spear in hand, and leap
into the air and pour forth poetiial
greetings, an in the days of oid. Yet
it in » courious mingling of the old
and aew, Deeply tattoced warriors,
whoke memories go back to the canni-
bal era, who haove , ag it were, hardly
rmerged from vhe sione age, sit alde
by mide with ynunf blaods who ride
hicycles, and pountd the big drum in
the villoge brass band., The attire of

 Whakarewarewa,

words’

" the people‘in s wonderful zaixture,

%00. A great many are dressed in the
height of pakeha fashion, and some.
mport - frock coats and beMtoppers,
mats of flax and feathers abound,
many of them very flue exmmples of

- Maori garments, and thrown, over the .

shoulders or worn round the wsist,
they give jusl the touch of pictur-

" esqueness which i8 Deeded te redeem
the costumes from the progaic sssae -

ciations of Evropean stores. But the

ladies’ dresice certainly canaot be
called prosaic, or eommon pleee. They -
. are all colours imaginabie; & pakeha

ballet or a pantomime js nething te

a ‘Maori “Inri,” when the softer sex .

give ‘theéir boxes a holiday. . - . -

The encampment itgelt forms a sort -

of . great zemi-circle on the eastern

side of the. racecourse, and separaied’

from the cleared greund in front of
the Royal grandstand by a wide belt
of wery ehort mmnuka scrub, - The
one wide and-long street is flanked cn
either side by many scores of tents,
and by large raupo whares, and from
the main avepue branch off various
small lanes forming the divisions De-

tween the camps of the various tribes, -

Some hapus are housed in large mar-
quees, others ste deliched in gectians,
like 'a regiment of soldiers in a line,
or & square of bell tentsothers make’
themselves a$ home in the familiar
ranpo huis, and all are happy, merry,

. and good tempered.

Fvery Maori tribe in New Zealand
has its representatives here; szome fn-
hundreds, others in smuller parties.
There muit be close on four thou-
sand people in the encampment, b=
sides the TNumerows hapus of the

Arawa tribe, whose quarters ars at .

Ohinemutu and -‘Whakarewarewa, nnd
who, as-the *langata-whenua,” the

reople of the place, share wit tha -
Governnwa'' the responsibility of en-.

tertaining  the - visitors. From Lhe

Nortl: Cape to Otago the tribes all .

have their delegates here lg join im
welcoming the heir ta the throna;
and the food supplies they hawe
brought with them are as varied as
the localities of the tribes. Tons of
potatoes, kumaras. shell-fich, drovas

of cattle and pigs, flocks of sheep, are -

requisitioned to feed the hungry mwl-
titode, ‘Then ‘there are varicus deli-
cacies peculiar to particnlar «listricta,
potted pigesns and wild duck from
the Taupo distriet and the forests af
Tuboe Land; 1iaro {rom the semds
tropical Far Norih; and preservod
mutton birds from the South Island.
A great pile of a covuple of hundred
tons of firewood s stacked on the far.
side of the ‘marae,” clore ta the store-
sheds, where the Permanent Forca
men are busily engnged serving out
the Uovernmelit's share of the provwi-
sicns to the trives; and at the rear of
ench tribe’s lines are the out-of-doora
cooking quarters, where scorean of
boilere and native “hangis" (the
primitive ¢arth ovens) are guing con-
tinuously. i
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The Types of the People.

in this great marae are a deeply ip-
teresting study. Every tribe, from
the Aopouri in the Far North to the
Nyaoitahu who dwell |n the epld “wai-
pouuamuy,” sre here, nul the differ-
ences in the facial anil physical types
would give much food for specula-
tion to an ethoologist,. The wiry,
alert-locking Ngatiporeu from ihe
Kanst Cape stand up to hake side Wy
side with the big, jolly-fsced, but
somewhat soft-looking Ngatikahue-
guou sherpowners from Hawke's

Bay and the Wairsraps, and the
quick-eyed, small-built men of the
Whangunul Kiver exchange langhing
sslutationa with their ol = Hwohaa
enemies from Opotiki
tane, the active dancers of Whakato-

:

protectioa the flret New Zoaland mise

 sionary, the Rev. Mr

and Whaks- -

bea and Ngatiawa.  One of -these .

- Wha
Slinh eant of . countepmnmopn
» theve alie cateBes & glimpre of a jree

“countenance i a Ngsiterangi from

. down Tauranga way. A curicus Lype

ia the “urukehu,” or fair-baired, pure-
blooded Maori; the reddiuh tibgs in

agannia has an mlmont Mongoy

‘ the luxuriant tressrn of the ‘“urn- -

kehu" women is & relic of & very an-
cient aboriginal strain, whose HOUYCe
it loat in mystery. When it comes ta
- “setion front,” and the men strip for
the dances of rehearsal for the Duke,
. or for the daily welcomes ta visitars,
one sees what . fine physique the
' Alaori race can show. ‘The Whan-
ganui and Npatiapa men are on the
small side, but exceedingly well-de-
" velaped, and ag active as deer; the

Ngutikahungunu on the other hand .

* are more dignified and slow in their
movements, but  shew magnificent
| torsoa. Muori women do not display

cousins, the belles of the South Sea
*Islands; sa we must confine ourselvea
to the faces, which are even more
varied in their local distinetiveness
than the men’'s. Home faces (espe-
cially these of the young half-easte
girls) sre as finely moulded as those
of the high-bBorn "taupos™ of Samoa:
others have the flat nose and thick
lips inclining to the Yapuan. Some
r¢al beauties there are amongst the
younger girls; large-eyed, oval-faced
creatures, with their shawls draped
round their heads like pictures of
Spanish ladies in their mantiltas, but
all, young and old, swinging along
with that peculiar swapgering roll
of the hips which is characteristic of
the wahine Maori—born perhaps of
generations of training in the move.
ments of the haka. The ladies of
rank bear themselves like duchessen,
conscious of their long aucestral
lines, and they sail majestically
along with something like haughty
seorn expressed in the curl of their
liberal lips and the tilt of their blue
tattooed chinos. - .

Many of the highest chiefs in the
land are here. There is the young
Te Heoheu, high-chicftain of the
Lake Taupo people, a hondsome, well-

- built man of thirty-five, whose flash-
ing eye aud proutd bearinpg proclaim
him a *tino rangatira,” a chief in-
deed. Te Heuhen is an excellent typo
of the best men of the modern Maori;
intelligent, educated, and combining
with his Enropean knowledge a deep

pride in his noble pedigree and the’

recordd of lLis illustrious ancestors.
For the Hevheu can rehearse his
gencalogical table back forty genera-
tions—a thousand years—away into
. the hazy mists of the past, when hin
“tupunas” dwelt in the warm sum-
mer isles of the Great Ocean of Klwn,
He has demi-gods on his family tree;
he has even a family guardian-ntus,
or god, by name Ropgomai. whose
cutward form is that of a shooting.
Aatar. The proverb of his tribe, the
Ngutituwhareton, has it: “Rongomali
is the Uod; Te Heuheu is the Man”
And again, in the symbolical plra-
seulogy of the Lake men: “Tongariro
i# the Mountain: Taupo is the Sea;
Te Heuheu is the Man,” These high-
younding sayings were applied to
Heuheu's famous prandfather, ‘Fe
Heuheu the (ireat, who was a man-
eating warrior of drearl renawn, who
figures in Angas' rare sketches se-
cured nearly sixty years esgo, and
who perished with fifty of his tribe
in the landslip at Te Rapa, Taupo, in
1846. Amongst the other prominent
chiefu one sees here in the brond
camp-square are A, T. Ngatn, Hew.
Mohi Turei, R. Kohere, and Ta Hou-
kamau, of the Fast Cnpe dlatriet;
Taouui and Eketone, from the Rohe-
potae, once the “King Country”™; Ru
Reweti, a descendant of the famona
Northern chief Pomore (with hia dis-
tinguished-looking  wife, Victorla
Femp); sld Topia Turos, from Whan-
gonui; Pene Taul, from Kaikohe, In
the For North: the veteran TMuatara,
a son of the celebrated rod henevn-
leat man of that name, under whaoao

80 much of their charms as do their ~

~dngp of, renk with pedigreeq which
w-wack lotq gAhe dark sgem..,; ;-
YJowish type of noze; that_tall, euxjy- . - ° .

¥ Baired man with the Semitic east of * . °

-doga,’

hid mission station st the Buy of 1s-
lands in 1814; burly and prosperoas
looking Aporo te Kumeroce,

Mabupuku, sed other big swen of the
Wairarspa; ¢ld Hori Ngatad, trom tha
Tauranga: mide, and many another , -
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- Some Warriors Bold.

A remarkable feature of the "Bui” i
the large number of men {(and women

too} present who have avem serviee im
the old war days. To them the “Lo-ta-
wacwse,” as they leap up in the war
danee and slap their bare sides and
chesta and yell out the barking chorua
of an ancient battle chant, is Mo mere
child’a play; they have time and aain
daneed it, rifle and tomahawk in hand,
before or after a fight in the New Zem-
land bush. Some of these middle-aged
men here last maw each other over the
sights of a gleaming gun barrel. But
they rub nonea here and tangt over each
other as if they were the dearest
friends. They bear no 11 will; unleas
perhapa that sombre fuced Whanganui
pepsioner there who limps around on
erutches retains o' lingering prudpe
agninst the pig of & Hauhan whn gave

- him a huliet in the leg on Moutou Island

‘way hack in ‘64,

Chief of all these fighting mep of yore
is the venermble white-bearded Major
Fox (Pokiha Taranui). of Maketu, who
is the head man of the Ngatipikino
tribe, The old major's face, circled with
the sharply eut blue lines of the tatoo,
ts of the past generativn of Maoridom.
He is o typical rangitira, and e is o
brave man. In 1865 he distingoished
himself by his disregard of danger when
ke led his section of the Arawa under
Majnr Mair ta the attack oh the rohelg
at Te Teke. and later on in the Mrewaerny
campaign he pluckily rushed a pa (Te
Harema, at Te Whaiti) and sfterwards
did the best work of anv of his triba
against the wild forest-dwelling. Tre-
wera. When, after the war a repeating
rifle had to be presented by Major Tuck-
s00 to the bravest man in the forey it
was by common contsent handed 1o good
old Pokiba.

Many other Arawus presenl here scrve
ed in the campaigns sgaiust Te Kooti,
under Captain Mair {who i+ apprapriate-
Iy enough the quurtermaster-general of
the canip} and other oificers, N

The old soldiers of Ngatihau (ating
the Whaganui River), or Te Atihau,
as they cuil themselves, wre well
represented here. They are "the”
Qoorkhas of New Zealand, these
Atihau. fimall built, spare men,
with singularly white skins, they shure
with Ngatiporou the honours o being
the best fighters in the friendly con-
tingents which fought in the cawpaiyna
of the Queen againut the rebel Huubaus
from 1864 up te 1570. Highest in rank -
and cldesy amongst them, trembling on
the verge of the grave, iv the high chivg
Topia Turoa, who bears a name ulmost
sacred amongst the Whangaouis, Oid
Major Topia, as he is culled, is a wuile
Learded veteran beuring the moko (face
tntoo) marks of a past generation, He
was a Hauhau vriginally, it is said, but
alterwards turned to the mide of ilu .
Government and helped to hunt . Ta
Kaoti aver the face of the laud 'im
1869- 70. i

Here too is Topin's brother, the tull,
fine locking, well “moko'd” ald Huuhay
warrior Pehi Hitaua, who has come from
his Jone Laingn on the Jdrcury plaing of
Waimurino, near where the head waters
of the Whanganui rush down from the
snowy slopes of Tengariro, so that he
may see with his own eves the grandson
of the Queen, at whose dark soldiers he
niten took pot-shots jn the old war days,
For Peli wus & doshing warlock in his
prime. Always inimical to the whita
man, he and his people were amongag
the first, converts o Hauhaviam, and
he wua ome of the rebel chiefs who Jed
theiy fanwtical followers, “barking like
' say the friendlies, into bmitle on
Mouton Island, on the Whanganui
River, in 1864, This Homerle light
wia the et real old Maori scrimnuge
that occurred in the land, for when the
rivnl forees had fired off their guns they
tock to their tomahawks and meres, and
the skull of many = reeck!mis Hanwhau
wan nmashed thut day. The friendly
natives gave the wild Haohans “'the
father of » batin’,” clubhed their pef

rophet and aaved Whenganui town.
ehi Hilau asved him Life by swimming
from the sandmpit to the river baph and



