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5 CHILDREN’S

COUBING' CORRESPONDENCE.

Kate,—What beautiful
ions you are now having. My
rreat chum, Irene Jouoneson, is staying
with e for the term holidays, and is
new, gs you sed, writing to you, We
little  kitten called
iy, puve blaek excep for a whits
lip to tail.  Every morning he
comes upstairs with the morning teq,
el expects to be rewarded with a
picee of bread aind butter. This dear
little puss is ab the table besjde me
now, and is playing with the blotting-
paper. He had pulled over the ink, so
excuse this smudge. [ have such a
pretty garden, The border is double
purple primroses, and my initjial “K"
is in white primroses in the centre,
We huve Leen having very good wea-
ther, which is most unusuul for the

Dear
g

Cousin

Tave o dear

May holidays. Might [ write another
story far the “Christmis 1'age?” [
wits very pleased to hear that my

mother met ¥ou in Aucklund., 1 really
must conelnde now as Trene and my-
self are poing to make toffy, love to
all the vousins aud the same L) your-
self.- F am, your loving eousin, Kath-
leen Beauchwmp.

1"H.—We are sending the pictures
which we coloured. -

{Dear Cousin Kathleen,—It is quite
a long time sinee 1 heard from you, but
I was highly delighiexl te e told all
ubout yuur lovely little gurden, and niso
thit dear little puss, She must be very
clever and amuosing, 1 hope you will
i nother gtory, amd be sure if it s a
ice one I shall he only tno giad to pub-
lish it on our Children’s age at Christ-
mag,  Did that toffy torn ont well, T
used just to love making it before I bhe-
cnme e grown up”—1 like it best when
it is not guite cold, but in the stite we
sl to enll sktiek-jaw, Do yon put
almomls o your taffy? und how du
you fHavour it? I like a very little
ler 1, but it mukes an awfnl splutter
when yig sapueeze it into the boiling
toffy. - Yaurs, Cousin Kute.]

+ + +

Innr Cousin Kotoe,—May 1 become
one of your numerans eouxing, | do
think that *The Childreen's Page®  in
awtully nice, expecially “Jungle Jinks™
whirh 1 think Rre very amusing. We
have o darling dog enlled *1lex,” he is
very intellipent aml faithful, he is an
17w eerier. 1) yvou dike dogu?  Hive
Fen r been 1o Wellington? I yon
like it? We have been monl unbuchy
nisrnt our Birds, we hove had Ave gold-
finches, nnd they hove mll dled. 1
would ro like to correspond with some
of yonr cousiun. [ hope there will be
woapare corner In the "Children's Mge”
for my wmall Tetter.  Denr Counin Kate,

Tmve you read many of Rdna Lyals
Lovks, T have juat read u very nice one
called “Doreenn, 1 am very fond of
rveading. My friend Kathleen, and 1
went for a long walk this afternoon,
and were of course accompunied by
“HRex?” His one weak spot is running
after fowls, and of eenrse by some ill-
hap this afternoan we walked into the
midst of many fowls; he chased three
aud left them with not many feathers;
but we hope that this fault will soon e
curesl. I must say good-hye now,
Hoping you will accept me as a cousin.
—1 remain your laving cousin, Irene
Jutmeson.

PS5.—We are sewlding ealonred pie-
tures. T am 12 years of age, and 1 lope
tn be able to correspond with some
enusing of my own age.

I'Dear Cousin Irene,—(f course 1 am
anly too delighted to have you for a
cousin, and most war!y weleome yon
to our happy band. [ fear you will
find i1 4 very hard job indved to keep
your little dog from worrying fowls,
if he has once leatned the bul hubit, 1f
he kills a fowl ¥ou hud better give him
a whipping, and then tie the fowl
round bis neck, He will get dreadfully
ashamed and tired of having it there.
| knew a very bad dog once cured this
way. 1If your pet is only & pup he “':111
no doubt grow out of it. I like Wel-
lington very much, I was there & year
nago.—Cousin Kate.]

L 4 + +*

rear Cousin Kate—T1 have not writ-
ten to youn for some time, 80 . 1
thought T would write to-night while
I have time. I went to the juniors
on Hundny morning and I got a
pretty little card, 1 am doing some
French knitting. I omly started two
days ago, and [ have got four yards
dane. The only time I get to do _lt
is in the dioner times at school, Will
vou plesse send me the date of your
hirthday? My  birthday .wxll be
eoming soon. and then I will write
yau unh interesting letter telling you
how I spent the duy. We are guing
to huve an exmmination at our sehool
in mbout u fortnight or three weeks.
I our sehool gets a haliday when the
ke and Duchess comes we are
coming to Auckland.if it will not be
lang. T would like to see the decora-
tiopns: it will be a splendid sight. My
father has gone down the Thames
directior to get work. He is stop-
ping with my sister. and if he dm?s
not get work in a week's time he is
coming home again. As I have no
wore news this time, and it is get-
ting late, Iwill have to stop. With
love to all the cousing and yourself |
retaain, your affectionate cousin,
Rita. )

| Dear Cousin Hita,—1 was very glud
to get a nive long letter from you
agnin. 1 hope you will have a fine
dny for your birthday and enjoy
vonrself very much. Mind you don’t
foreet to write ond tell me all abont
it. That will be my share of the
pleasure, When T was your nje and
my sisters or self had a birthday we
nsed to build a threne of ehairs, And
cover it with gz and then crown
the one whose birthday it was queen
of the duy. nnd for that day we
oheyed  every order and  wish, It
was grent fun.—Courin Kate.]

+ * 4

Dent Couslu Kute,—Just a few lines
tu unk you to forgive my not writing
ta you, ¥ had forgotten ndl nbont It
elne 1 wonld have written before
t 1 am guing In far the painting
competition, und am seiding it along
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witlh thiv, T have sold my pigeons
anel | got 4/ for them. We are living
at llirkenhead now, and it ix fine, and

l go Lo Northeote school along with-

my brother. it has got a cadet corps
there, and T am {n them, but we have
not  got onr uniforms  yet. There
will I suppose be a great number of
vhildtren going in for the painting
competition. It will be grand when
the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall
and York eome here, and 1 suppose
everybody should furn ont 1o see
them. The lving Union Jack will be
a great suecess, and also the arches,
and as 1 cannot think of anything
eise, 1 remain, your loving cousin, H.
Mackay. N
[Dear Courin,—l« it not stupid of
me? T have forgotten vour Christian
name for the moment, and no amount
of puzzling seems to bring it back.
You simply sign yourself H, Mackay,
56 1 am quite at sea, bt thirk -yéu
may be Cousin Harry. Is that a
good guess? T am sorry you have
sold your pigeons. Were you grieved
to part with them? Perhaps they
got inte mischief. [ know they do
sometimes.—Cousin Kate. |

+* + L

Dear Cousin  Kate—Will you own
e as a cousin, please. 1 was going
to write before, but I.did not know
where to address my letter to. I saw
the address under the picture that
the cousins were to colour in last
week's “Graphic,” One of my aunties
sends us the “Graphic” from Auck-
land, and I like the letters the
cousing write very much., We have
all had very bad colds and coughs
lately, and we have mnot got over
them yet, What lovely weather we
have had this last week, but I am
afraid it is coming to an end, as it
has been raining all to-flay, and was
horribly cold teo. T am only thir-
teen years old, and T am nearly five
feet six inches tall. and weigh aj-
most fen wtone. My eldest sister ie
four years older than I am, and she
is three inches shorter than I am. Y
must now close as I haven't anything
more to say, and I am pot feeling
well to-night.—1 am. your affection-
ate Cousin, Nellie Willis, '

[Dear Cousin XNellie,—~Indeed I am
glad to warmly welcome you 88 a
cousin,  You must indeed be a big
girl for your age. 1 hope you are
strong as well-—Cousin Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate,—1 am sending
the little picture that- the Coasins
were to paint, in with thia letter, and
I am- trying for the prize; but I
think 1 have very little chanece of
getiing it, as I don't know anything
:about painting at all. I am only go-
ing to write a very short letter this
time am there ik nothing to write
abont. T hope you got the letter I
wrute 1 st week. My father has now
dune any shuoting this yesr, os he
has been #o busy lately; but he taok
his gun out this morning and didn't
see o bird. Our house ix about three-
quarter of a mile from Lake Omapere,
and sometimes the lake ia quite still,
and you can see all the trees and
mountaing, and everything in iv, and
it just looke simply iloveiy. I must
stop now, with love.—I am, your lov-
ing Cousin, Nellie, Te Ahu Ahu, Bay
of Islands,

| Dear Cousin Nellie,—This ar:ived
after the other one, but too late for
me to answer at length. 1 am glod
yoiu tried for the competition.—
Cousin Kate]

+ + *+

Tiear Kate.—1 hope you - will
let me be a Cousin. I have many
crenmy ponies, which T have to go
for a ride. I am in the fifth standard.
Excuxe me for writing so hadly ir
prucil. Would you mind sending me
u badge as spon ag you can.—I am,
yours fruly, Jack Elmsly,

| Dear Cousin JJack,—OI esurse youw
are welenme as a Cousin, but your
letter arrived too late for me to an-
swer it this week.—Cousin Kate.]

Why Mr. Crow is Black.

(By R, ¥, Ayres.) -

"One day, as Mr, 'Possum was sit-
ting on the limb of a tree in.the

woods eating wild grapes from
the vines  which grew all
among the branches, Mr. Crow

came flying along and lit beside him.
There were not many grapes left, for
a number of the animals had been
picking them, so &8 moon as he saw
Mr. Crow, Mr. 'Possum wrapped his
tail around the limb to keep from
falling, and began to pick grapes’
with both hands and feet, just like
Mr. Monkey would have done. Mr,
Crow could only pick with his beak,
for he had to hold on with both feet,
or he would have toppled off his
perch. Before long there was not a
single grape left on the vines, and
Mr, 'Possum had nearly all that had
been_ picked. He sat on the branch
and grinned at Mr. Crow in a most
provoking way.

“I wish I had a long, slim tail like
you, Mr. 'Possum, so I c¢ould hang
by it,” said Mr. Crow.

“I would give anything if I could
fiy,” =aid Mr. "Possum.

*Oh, that i3 a very gimple matter,”
said Mr. Crow. “I can teach you to
fly in a very few minutes.”

“That would be fine,” gaid Mr. 'Pos-
sum. *I will give you all the grapes
I have if you will do that.”

"Very well,” maid Mr. Crow, “hang
your basket on that limb, and T will
show you.” Mr, 'Possmn’s basket was
not quite full, sp Mr. Crow put the

'Mr, Crow waa p great thiet.”



