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Athletic Sports.

GOLF- NOTES.
(By “Btymte.")

Mrs. W. B Rloomfield has won the
ehampionship of the Auckland La-
dies’ Goll Ciub after & good contest
with Mra. George Hioomfiedd. It was
expected that Mias Gilliea would get
inte the Bnal but ahe was put out by
Misa Phillipa, who on the day was
putting more acenrately than her
epponent.

I mee that a golf elub has been
formed at Otaki, and that already a
wery fmir eleven-hole course has been
Iaid sut. The gronnd has been lent
to the ciub, and they have plenty of

. vyoom to lay out the full course;
morcover the links are close to the
town. Dr. Baldwin is acting as hon.
moe, - :

The. . threo Gillies, Charles, Harry,
and Harold, form a very “sultry” trio.
I don't think there is another triplet
of brotherw in tihe colony who would
like to take them on at ihe royanl and
ancient pastime, They are an eXem-
plification of what nataral aptitude
and consistent practica can do.

Golfers will be very sorry to hear
that Scott, the Hoyal Sydoey profes-
sional, was recently drowned at
Bondi. He waa, it appears, very fond
of fishing from the rocks, and while
B0 engaged was swept off by w break-
er and carried away. A rope was
Thrown to him, but he could not eatch
i, and was ewept away to his death.
Beott wap a fine player. A day or
two before his death he lowered the
Bondi record from 68 to 67.

The new links at One Tree Hill com-
mand some of the loveliest of the
many lovely views romnd Awuckland.
The greens have been top-dresmed, and
®wown, and by the time they are want-
ed shonld be in  firstclass order.
Some of thw holes-are distimctly ro-
mavtic, and the whole course is um-
donbiedly a very interesting one

The last three boles of the.match be-
tween Measrw Coibeck amd Leatham
Wwere very sensational  Beth played

golf, apd emch hole was won

n three. Colbeck’s three for the home
bola- was n spiendi@ bit of play. His
two shots, which left him emn the odge
of the green, were simply perfect, but
I do met think he could puarantes to
bring off the putt three times ont of
five. Leatham’s three st the 16th hole
Was a treat to gee. After only a fair
drive, he played a wonderful h,aesey
shot, and lay within three feet of the
hole, going oot oo the patt in thres,
hix opponent taking four.

The most interesting match of the
chaumpionakip round piwyed on Batur-
fay afternoon was undoubtedly that
between J. B, Hooper and Harry Gil-
lies. - Quite m respectable gallery fol-
lowed the players round the course,
and werr rewarded by witnessing some
very fine goif. The firnt half of the
EWme was very interesting. (illies
played a fine 3 at the 41th hale, and
Hooper & parfect 3 at the gap. At the
ninth hole Gilies was two up. From
this out it wak a determined struggle
for supremacy nntil Hooper had wiped
off his deficit, and the guma stood =il
Square, and four to go. At the home
hole both were on the green in 8,
Hooper, putting rather strongly, over-
ran the hole abent four fret. QGilliew
haled cut in & to Hooper's six. One
up and threa to go. Both were on ths
18th green im 8, Gilkes going eut in &
to Hooper’s 8, and leaving him dormy
8. At the rext hole Hooper wan on the
green in twe, Gillies being a trifte vhort
‘with his second, Hooper holed out im
4 to Gillies' &, leaving Glllfes dormy L.
It was Hooper’s hononr mow, and he
made a magnificent drive of nearly 200
Fards, Gillies’ shot bring zome 20 or 30
yurdy bebind. - Gifies played » safe
brasssy ahot across the creek. Hooper,
teeing that o hal? wenld ba ueeless to
Lim, risked s long drive straight for
the hole. It wam w mplendld shot, but
unfortunately for hlm hit tha bank on
the opporfty side of fha tresk a few
faches belew the sdge and, bouncing

ap, fall back tmty the weier. Glllies
holed out in 8, whila Hooper took T.
Gillien thus won by two up,

Hooper played splepdid gol! and,
consideriog the comparatively littls
practics he gets, his performancs
against such an experienced antago-
nist, wag full of merit. There can be
Httle doubt that if ke could get more
frequent practice ha wounld soon have
ts go & long way behind scratch.

Harald Gtillies beat Bamford by 8 up
and 4 to play. Ramford is & very im-
proving player, but he has not been
avway from tennis long enough 1o have
& fair chance sgainst bis more prac-
timed spponent. .

Bykes takes & bye from A, Walker,

C. Gillies won his match with A. R
Lawrence without much difficulty.

Peel played Dr. Beid during the wesk
and won comfortably by 7 up and & to
play. Peel was playing in good form,
but T have seen Dr. Reid playing a
much better game.
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~ CYCLING.

Tin- Christehurch City Council will
shorily place a cycle stand at the Post
Ottice fur tire convenience of riders.

At the meeting last week of the
Auckland Centre of the New Zealand
League of Wheelmen it was decided
to take Do action with respect to the
proposed visit of the American rider
Martia, who asks for a guarantee of
£150.

The whole of this year's Austra-
lasian chawpionships bave been won
by American riders—Ivor Lawson eap-
turing the mile, whilst Martin ac-
counted for the five and ten miles blue
riband events.

About fifty eyclists, including hailf a
dozen ladics, took part on Saturday
aftermoon in the “eycle path™ paper
chase, organised by Messrs Skeates and
Bockaert for the benefit of the Auck-
land Cycle Roada League. The two
organisers acted a8 “hares,” and start-
ed from the Parnell fircbell at a quar-
ter past two, the “hounds™ setting off
in puorsoit just fiftren minutes later.
The scent was Ilaid with ocoloured

. and showed np well,
The (istance was fourteen miles.
The harca were allowed to lay

%4 many false scents as they liked, and
ta break the true scent in places, and
these privileges they freely took ad-
vantage of. Some of the hounds failed
to realisg that they had to feliow the
true acent all the way, and one man
by means of short cata succeeded in
reaching the rendezvous before the
hare who was laying the trail. The
next two riders to arrive were also
proved {o have come the wrong way,
and were accordingly disqualified. The
dourth man, W. Pilkington, had fol-
lowed the secent right through, and
recelved the first prize, 2 gold medal

and an order for a free wheel, donated .

by Mesars Bkeates and Bockaert. The
#cond prize, an arder from the same
firm for a free wheel, went to W. J.
Colwill. Mr Bockaert also guve a third
price ta P. Colman. Ot of the fitty
who started, 20 sueceeded in reaching
the rendezvous. After the chase the
cydliata were entertained to a frast of
grapes in the Government orchard by
Messrs Ekeates and Hoaclmert,

FOOTBALL.

The openiog of the football season
will be later than uausl this year, the
date fixed for the opening matchesn
being Mavy 18th. In the Bouthern
eeotres Cop contests have been in full
swing for a coupls of Satordays. Aa
& yuls, wa start » little later than the
Ecuthern provioees, but the trottlag
races at Potter's Paddack next month

miakes un even }ater than in generally

the oes.

It In stated that Mr J. Arneil will
hot act as selector of the rep. team
this season, and if that is =0 the local
Hughy Union wiil experience connldes-
able dificulty in filling his place. Mr
Amcil haa certainly been most suo-
censful In the parformance of his (as
b rulc) thaphlesy doty, and has de-

serwdly saraed the conldence both af
the players and the football publle
One might differ from him over the
arlection or omisslen of individuals,
Bt it must be admitted that in the
Ppast results have proved that he wap
not very far satray im his oploloa.
I still have hopes thal the powers that
be will be abln to induce Mr Arneil to
recougider his decixion.

The Ponsomby playars hope to be
able to induce their old skipper, Albie
Biaund, to sgwin don the jersey this
winter. Needlesa to remark  that,
should their hopes be fulfilled, it will
be a great gain of strength to their
ranks.

Two of the local teamas have arrang-
od for outride matchea prior to the
start of Cup matchea Karangmhake
meet City at Potter's next Saturday,
and on the followingy Batnrday, at
Devonport, the local team will mmeet
B team from Arstapu.

Buburbs will (on paper) bhave
much stronger team than wanal thig
season. However, they have so much
difflculty in keeping their men to-
gether, owiag to the sesticred nature
of tbeir district, that it is haxdly safe
to predict for them nny great mensurs
of wuccess, However, everyone will be
delighted should they prove capable
af showing & stropg front.

It is rumoured that Cunningham,
the Thamea and Auvckland rep. for-
ward, intewds playing for Pounsonby
this season, but I believe that he haa
not yet definitely decided upon his
movements, and it is quoite possible he
muy go to reside at Waihi.

It has been suggested on the other
side that inxtead ol a team from New
South Wales visiling New Zealand this
scason it should be a team represent-
ing the Commonwealth. This would
mean selecting the team from New
South Walea and Queensland players,
as these are the only colonies in which
ihe Rughy game is played. On this
side such an arrangement would, I
think, meet with general approval;
bat Aucklanders would not like the
further suggestion thrown out, viz,
that the Australian team should only
play three games, and those against
teams representing New Zealand, and
that such matches shonld be played in
Weilington, Christchureh and Dun-
edin.
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CRICKET.

Baturday saw the conclusion of the
Auckland menior championship con-
tests, the resnlt being that United
again carry off the honscurs, haring
gone throngh the season with an un-
beaten record. Jo the early morning
on Baturday the w@ather looked
ticularly nnpromising, but later on it
cleared up, and when play started it
was fine overhead and the wickets were
in first-class order. During tha after
noon several showera fell, but they did
not Interfere with the play to any
#xtent, although, of courss, tha hLall
was rendered tather greasy, which
handicapped the bowlers to a consid-
erable extent. The play In the two
senior matches was rather sensational.
In the United-Auckland match o close
fluish was anticipated, and the latter
teamn looked to have the better chance.
However, United’s last 3 wickets ontire-
1y nltered the complexion of the game,
and when the laat wicket fell it was
quite evident that Anckiands chance
of winning was particularly hopeless.
Owing to illness, B Neill was unable
to taka part it the play, and his ab-
sence wes B very hea handicap to
the Auckland team. result, in
fact, goss to #how that he is the main-
stay of his club, and that without hia
strvicea they have little chance, In
the Gordon-Parbell match Ohlson, to
avoid all chance of & draw, immedista-
1y closed, thua lewving Gordaa ts score
180 runa to win. Much to the surprise
of Parnell's supporters, thizs task was
comfortably accomplished for the loxs
of but four wicketa.

LAWN TENNIS,

(By “Vantage.")

The Eden and Epsom Lawn Tennls
Club elosed their sesion last SBsturday.
The afternoon was anything but an
ideal one for tennia, yet nlf the courts
wera occup The raln hald off uatil
lata In tha l!‘ternoo!n. ::d some Inter-
atng games wers played. Among tha
visitlng playus [ setied Mr A L.

Ebeppard, wha, it will be remembered,
with My Vails wom the Maen's Deubles
at the Club's 99-94 townameni My
Bheppard, wikh rvery liltle practics,
wil]l play » streng gume. Hs volleys
well and uses his hoad 0 good advant-
agw, which latter point is ronnidernily
neglacted by our yesager plagurs.

One of the greatest mistakes mads
by players is ia their position on tha
basgeline, 1t I8 guite a common thing
~—lookdng along » row of baselincs—
o see the players all standing Inside
ar on the basellne. TIm this pesitios
almost any good length return will
sither beal a player or at beat be
weakly returmed. It i35 almost an
axioms of lawn teoals that s player
abould mot be fn the thres - gquarter
court. Ha should either be & yard
or two outside the buseline or else up
in & voleying positionm.

“Twister,” in the “Weekly I'reas,” is
diligently carrying on the work of
“analysing.” Speaking of Miss Nun-
neley, he says:—An iustance of Miss
Nuanneley’s remarkable scoring power
ia that of ber game with Miys A. Van
Asch, the champion owed 40, and Miss
Van Asch received 153 1.6th. In the
firgt set Misx Nunneley scored 59 points
to 18, winping the set by & games o
5. The aecond set resulted 51 poinis to
20 and 6—3, m total of 110 points to
38. There is probably no man in New
Zenland cold owe paints like this
lady, and her tate of acoring and low
proportion of wistakes is marveilous.
In Auckiand in 1897 she defested Mias
Whitelaw, receive 30, and actuaily put
up the prodigions record of wcoring
176 pointa to 40. This, of course, ay
be correct, but it must be remembered
that Mies ¥an Asch depends on safety
rather than brilliancy to win; in other
words, hber opponent’s mistakes ara
ber scores, ‘and her game would just
auit Missa Nunneley.

Speakiog of Miss Nunneley's wnin
aguinst Miss Simpacn, he pays:—But
the fact was fully demonstrated during
this maich that the averagr lady's
stroke does not, and never will, avail
aguinst the game of Miss Nunneley.
Until some lady comes forward whoa
can hit hard with a fair amonnt of
accuracy, the preasnt champion need
have mo fear. This, no doubt, is =
perfectly accurate statement ax far as
it goes. In my opinion, something
mory ia Tequired. We have a few ladies
who can hit with a fair amount of
pace and also play pretty accurately,
as, for instance, Misa Nicholion and
Miua Stella Rice, but what ia wanted
arainst Miss Nunneley i3 s Indy who
can volley. It is & remarkable thing
that so smbia » player as Misa Nunneley
can weither lob nor volley effectively.
Her deficiency in volleying is all the
more remarkable, as her pervice is a
strong over-head defivery, with a dis-
tinetly “mannish" touch. ¥ xome of
our ladies can develop a volleying pame
and get into good ensugh eondition to
play it they will *“bustle™ the lady
champion more than any numbetr of
lady hitters.

While I am on the subject of ladien
volleying I must mention the marked
improvement which I have noticed late-
1y in some of the Auckland ladies’ play.
Miss Annie Btewart has taken to over-
bezd volleying in = most energetic
manmer. She hita the ball fair
iy, and getsa = good amount of
prca on ft. So far it is priocipally arm
work, but she will soon learn to trmna-
fer her weight from the right to the
left foot aa the stroke is made, and sbhe
will then be a really good over-head
lady volleyer. Bhe will then probably
adopt Lhe overhead service, at least for
her first aervice.

Misn Bisa, ax T have mentioned ba-
fore, plays her low volleyw almost from
any part of tha ecourt very effectiively.
Mies Stewart ls not %0 gond on low
shots ms she 1s with overhead work,
but theme two Iadiea hava distinetiy
shown that there in no reazon why
Indien should not use the valley practie-
ally {n the same maoner as mea do,
and I hope that some budding cham-
pion will combine their strokes and
show us what a really goad lady vol-
leyer can do—poaxibly at next cham-
pionahip tourmameant

Eden and ars already mak-
fre preparations for next N.Z cham-
pionahip meeting. Top dressing is to
start af omee, and many other im-
provementa are te he made. Thia
alub kis & great advantsge orer the
other Anckland eloba, inssmuch s it



