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- adrise you to find & rich
-o:u:?u]_‘\ind here she " ..“I.d the
;d\' holding out her hand. 1;;:]61
vvn't'ure 1o lend yow one hup

thousand lel‘dQ h!r,_snnﬂd‘;lu a

i % 77 ""‘"‘1

v "'jCHAP'er%vn. i
oung wan Jjooked =t Mrs
Gmnho{' inggmmmEn?. In apite of
the fact that it whs his buxiness to
disseminate ideas among the people,
he was himsel rather slow at com-
prebending anything “““‘”“‘1' od

«Do you mesn to offer,” be ank

‘in astonishment, “'to furnish all the
o

m?-l;i{:" she replied rather gaily, “1

mean to be the

land Company,

“But 1 can give
he seid dolefully.

w] kpew you were R poOTr company

v “ghe replied. “Yomw shonld
promates hiects th talist
leave slt objections to the capitaliat,
and conflne yourself to Shawernng
them; that will give you quite enough
ta de™ - o )

he young man’s eyes were mot upon
h:_ bfﬁ ufmed to be garing into dis-
tant futurity. This somewhat piqued
the lady, who thought ke ought to
pave thanked her warmly . instead of
acting as though ghe were not there.

-1 yon paid ithe money into the
bank., say five hundred pounds at a
timen said the young man, medita-
tively, more to himself than to the
]adr: #I eould give you vouchers that
would show you accnrat;ly to what _

was putting the cash.””
“Sf‘)]'onsen};e!‘?_ gried Mrs Greenhow.
wy woman trusts aliogether, or not
at all, If you want to cheat me you
hate an exeellent opportuniiy; I shail
not prosecute you. I cannot .bother
looking over vouchers” . . ... .

Something in the aggrieved tone
drew the young man’s eyes from
scanning the future to her face.

< am giad,” he at length said, “that
you believe in my project.”

"'“I don't believe in it in the least,”
she cried. I o

“Then why do you offer to furnish
the money?' o

“0h, for various reasons.  As you
know, 1 have given away a good deal
of money in a manner which you
tbink is mot at all to my eredit. I
think myself that it has dome very
little good. What I like about your
scherue is, that it is going to give
employment to a number of deserving
youug men at thirty shillings, and
on:: pound a week. They . will earn
the money, and therefore, 'will have
a right to it; even you will admit that,
sy long as they do pot invest their
savings in land, which, X think, there
is little chapee of their deing om
thirty shillings a week.”

“If you do not believe in tha justice
of our crusade, I ghall not take the
nioney.” - - - -

*“What difference does -that malke?”
she eried impatiently, “you have be-
liet enough for a dozen. I shall know
that the money is distributed among
a number of deservipg young men,
who are earning it. That will be
satisfaction enough for me. If your
erusade is successful, the world may
ba the better for it. We shall see,
Dut for a man who believes ag you do,
to refuse money, from whatever
sourge it comes, seems to me very
futile; in fact, you make me doubt
the sincerity of your mission, by your
refusal. A real reformuer takes what-
ever he ean get, so long as it puts for-
ward his cause.” oL .

“Yes,” said Stanford, *I was wrong
to speak of refusing, but I was thinl-
ing mare of you than of the cause, for
the moment. I should mnot Like you
to lose your money, yon know.”

{To be Continued.)
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.. *The Black Sheep Club!

THE BLACK SHEEP CLUS.

I1f Mr. Ellis, of Ellia & Co., import-

are of silks and fing fabrics, had Sp- ..p +#Yeu,+yeq.y he whizpered b
-plied to anyoue else the profane g:i 4

thets he was applying to himself he

ran away from home spd disgraced
your family."
Mr. Ellis ecowered in his chair and
covered hin face with his hlndx
enly,

“and [ have beed pusished for iy
epough, wishosk lu_n _cq,uin; l‘rck to

would kave Becn fprresteds He wasd disgrace me now

walking back and forth in his pri-
vate room swearing at himself guiets-
ly bat vehementy, wish a skill that
showed long experience.” Anyone
hearing him would have been certain
that at some time in hia career he
had been either m cabdriver or m sai-
lor before the mast; but he took spe
cial care that bo one should hear
him. Presently he regained his self-

‘control, seated himsel? at his desk,
Reformation of Enrl .

snd wrote a memorandnm. He then
gave his desk bell a vicious slap. In
response 0 the pignal his bookkeeper
entered. '

“Here, Jones, charge cheque No.

659, that I have just drawn, to profit
‘and loss,™

“Yes, air, Anything more to-day?”

“Nothing more, thank you. Good
evening.” .

He then closed his desk, and was
reaching for his overcoat when an
office boy entered with a card. R

“Mr. Hart, of Hart & Hall, wishes
to see you, &ir.”" .

“Um—Hart & Hull, dealera in
heavy chemicals, dyestuffs, etec. What
can he want with me? Show him in.”

A moment later Mr. Hart entered.

‘He was faultlessly attired, and, like

Mr. Ellis, had all the appearance of &
prosperous business man and mem-
ber of good society. And they were
alike in that the expressions of their
faces were keen but kindly, and show-
ed great force of character.

“I presume,” began My, Hart, as he
sented himself slowly and gingerly,
‘“that you are at.a loss to under-
stand to what you owe this visit.” -

“I confess that I am.” -

“Then I will come to the pointat once.
The Black Sheep Club has decided
that youn are eligible for membership,
and I have called to ask if you can
make it convenient to come up to our
club-rooms to-night and be initiated.”
1. never
heard of it.” R -

. “Certainly not. It is the most secret
and yet the most beneficent organi-
sation in the world.” L '

“Well, Mr. Hart, I know you by re-
putation as a business man ard pen-
tleman, and feel sure you would not
try to play a joke on me: but I would
like to know something more about
this club before consenting to become
a member.” i ’
© “Naturally, and if you will pledge
yourself to the most absolute secrecy
1 will tell you all T dare. I may say,
however, that this pledge is hardiy
necessary, as no one to whom mem-
bership was offered ever refnsed to
join. That is why the secret never got
out.”™ - - - .

The required pledge was given, and
Mr. Hart resumed. . Sl

“If I am not mistaken you are just
in the humour to be initinted. Re-
fore I came in you were reviling your-
self with every emphatic word aund
phrase in your vocabulary, were you
not?”

“Look here! This club of yonrs is

.not a Theosophiesl affair, is it?”

“Yot at all! I am ne mind reader.

- But I know this is true beecanse T met
.that loafer, Spencer Smythe, coming

downstairs as I was coming nup. You
have been supporting him for the Iast
couple of months—not because he

"has any claim on you, but because

¥ou are easy on wrongdoers for the
reason that you know what it iz to
have gone wrong yourself.”

“How dare you talk to me like this,
sir?"” exclaimed Mr. Ellis angrily,
epringing from hix seat. I have
never discussed such matters with
my nearest friends.”

“No,” replied Mr. Hart, calmly,
and no cone is going to ask yon to do
it now, I merely do 1t in order to
give you some ides of our club. Tt is
wholly composed of hard-headed busi-
nesa and professional men who are
tender-hearted and cannot help aliow-
ing themselves to be imposed upon
by good-for-nothings like . Smythe,
just am you have been doing. Like
you, every one of them began life by
being a black sheen.™. .

“Tonk here!  What do you know
about my past life?” -

“Pardon me for speaking of if, for
you have already lived it down so far
as the world is eoncerned, though it
atill worries you and makes you
swear retrospectively whenever you
think of it: but I know all about that
little escapade. of yours when you

“Disgrace nothing.” said Mr. Hart,
~ cheerily. “It is what put backbone
in you, and al your success has been
due to the fact that you have been
trying to live down that episode in
your life. Believe me, there is no such
thing as ambition in the world. Men
merely strive for success because
they want to live down their past. It
is the same with everyone in our club.
1 made an idiot of myself when I waa
» boy. and T don't dare to be idle for
fenr FIl think of it. The result in
that I work with the ferocity that
compels success. Talk abont your
hlithering foola! T was the—"

“Hold on!” exclaimed FEllis, “I be-
gin to catch your drift, Yoo are all
successful men becanse you have sore
places in your memories that goad
you on. But what benefit do you de-
rive from your club?”

“What Go you feci tke when yon
think of your early misdeeds—or of
any stupid thing that you do?

“T feel that I want to be kicked!*

"Exactly! BSo do we all! And the
heauty of it ja that we get kicked. It
wouldn*t de for a gentleman to hire
someone to kick him, so we attend to
that for one another.” .

Ellis langhed a nervovs langh, in
which Hart joined.

- T tell yomu, onr club fills a long-
felt want!”™ he exclaimed. .“Won't
von join us?”

“Certainly T will” eried Ellis. *T
am in jast the mood for it.,”™ -

“T thought you wonld be. Let us

hurry, for they are keepimg dinner
for uws.*

On the way in » cab Hart explained
more thoroughly the workings of the
elob. '

“\When s man is initisted we iry to
mive him a kicking that will make u
for all the kivkings he has yearn
for in the past. For this we charge
an initiation fee of £5. We have no
monthly dues, but whenever & man
wanis to be kicked he pays two
pounds to the treasurer, and is
ohliged. We find that thia enablea ns
to maintain our ¢lub luxuricusly.”

“Rut it {sn't registered an the Black
Sheep Club, la it?"

“Certainly not. It is ealled the Busi-
nesa  Men's Benevolent Associstion.

ou will be surprised to learm that
many of your dearest friends belong to
it. They are men whom perhapa you
have coneidered acifisth because they
alwwvavys ahow s preference for cushion-
ed seats when risiting, and luxurlous
because they alt in cushioned chairs
in their offices. But that in not selflah-
nees, It ie an 1inevitable result of
memberzhip In the Black Sheep Club.
Why, T know af large corporatione
that have all the furnitnre in their
executive ehambers richly coahioned
because a majority of the members
belong to our eluh. Though we knew
that yon must have a past because
you were successful and allowed rour-
=elf to be impoxed upon, it took » long
time to diseover what vour past wasx.
Rut we finally found that yoo too had
been a black sheep.”

“0h, rink my past! Our peceadilloes
are mot the subfect of all converss-
tion, are they? exclaimed Ellis, In
terror.

“YWhat Ao you take us for? We are
all men of the world, and, beaides,
there is a role of the clob, which haz
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