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the heavy, lumbering wagpgona plung-

ing snd cwayiug oa tbhe boulder-
wrewn velds, - s . . .
“Their speed was ool L
+i¥e'N never get in, Dan,” Licalenant

T'aliner murmured, in a corioualy ax-.

haustad voie. “The demons won't bed
M. A\'e Laven't half enough horses for
the

Tm bad mo ‘breath lefr,
yearu older than Liv master,

11 wue a1 this point that ther seem-
ed to become very confused as to what
was . transpiring. Englishoen were
eheerivg. The Hoers were rifle praes
tising. There was an awful din and
stampede; men coming ont towards,
them, holloaing words they but dimly
underslond.

The strain had become more tham
they couhll! bear The horses,. tons,
were Ruffering - from the unnatural
slram.

Kut =1 things m!w! have am end, A
few moments later the foriorn hope
staggered blindly into the eentre of
the romvoy, some of the horses drop-
ping with exhausiion a3 they reached
their destination.

It sermed hours before the men
erowded round them and lifted them
trom their saddies. Thex shouted
their admiration and congratutations.
1t was the bravesy deed of the war,
they sail. and it had saved the convey.

“What a dence ol’ a fuss they are
21} niaking aboat it,” Lient Paltyer re.
marked to Connelly nexi day. “We
didn’t <o anything, Dan.  Hr Jove,
gh. the fellows somehow make =
fﬂ-i glad inwardly that be is a

‘He

lkuu Blinked.
ot any bacey, .\leter J oe“" be in-
quired. .
“ll:-u, you're an awful oll scoun
drel.™ aniwered his master. -

Ixan Ulinkedd agam coe

“Hedad,
clane ihat toime, sorr,” he said, with
a sidenavs 'ook at his master. -“Be-
EOrTi. ve hadu’t the ghost o' a
chanee, Mister Joe. T bLate ye all to
smithereens.™ . .

“¥hat a disgracefu]l old Jiar vou
are, Connelly.” replied bis  master,
sarrowfully. “But here's the tobacce,
and T hnm' I stick to the mldlermg
Trn, after all, There's a lot im. it
which 1 never detected before,” .

Spencer .
Planos_...._,

THE MOST POPULAR OF ALL
ENGLISH PIANOS, . .

was

bui it was mezelf ‘hnte ¥e -

_certainly at her Lest,
. ter is one that suits her from every

" Music

Smilos and Similes,

Anxious.—There i pothing thatl o
increares & man's desire to work in
the gardeu as the discovery thut his
wife has mixpiaced the rake.

- 1f = lazy pupil ever wanis to prac-
tine, it is when the pinno is already in
L. . . . .

. Binz of Omission,~—Clergyman (ex-
amining & Sunday School ciass): Now,
can any of yau tell 100 whar are sinw
of omixion? Smuell Scholar: Please,
Wir. theg're cins you ought to huve
committed and baven’t.

But musie pupits amit them. They
omit the hard plnces, dificul? chonds,
the inner nutes genemnlly, They omit
tu praerize their cxercires. seales, ar-
peggioa and etwiles, amit rheir lessoas,
mud sonretines to pay their teacher.

A  Commendalile  Ambition,—0M
Gentleman: What would you like to
be when yon grow up? Sowil Hey:
LI'd like to be a Uricklayer. QI
Gentleanan: That is a ecommendable
ambition. Why would yon e to be’
a bricklayer? Small Rey: “Cause
there's so many days whew a brick-
layer can't work.

Some young people choose muric
teaching beeanse they think it is such
~An enxy, gentesl and apresable way of
earning a vespeetable living. .

THE DRAMA,

Nance O'Neil eontinues ta boum in
Auckund.  Her ruccess ax Feg Waf-
fington - was  followed by 2 triumph
with Queen Elizabeth, and she again
pleased her audience in Cumille. In
Queen Elizalellh Miss D "Xeil looks the
great Queen to the life, and plays
with the perfervid enthusiasm anpd
fire. which are her chief characteris-
tice. The Queen of the dramatist is
far from a lovable personage, or oune
with wilom it. is possinle to  huve
much svmpathy, bus when played by

© Nance (FNeil she certuinly dominates

her audienve in much the same fash-
ion as she is supposed 1o have domi-
nated her subjects.  Ier dresses
are. of  eourse. superb, and no
one ¢an ﬂen\' that she wears the regal
purple as 1o the manuer bom. In
every attitude. in every avcent, she ix
the. great Qoeen. and it is prrhais

. andy- in the cloker scene,. where she

awaits Essex’s plea for pardon. that

: _she allows the woman 1o couquer the

mwonarch. In this sceae Miss 0'Xeil is

But the charac-

print of view, and thealve guers in
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double tick. Ly

“La Tosea™ succeeded “Uamille,” and
if it did not quite equal some of her
ather sueccesses it Ter proved a won-
derfully fine performance, und gave
Miss 'Xeil ap opportonity of proving
her right te the title she has assumed
of *the Epglish speaking Bernhardt.”
“La Tozca"™ is the great French ar
tist’s favourite play, and in it she sur-
passed all previous triumphs. Nor
has she since done anyihing better.

. One cannot enll to mind any play of

our day which makes so great z de-
mand on an  actress. Miss  Nance
'Neill gave us a remarkably fine io-

- terprelation of the charncter of the

impetuous, adoring, and | wildly

- jealous Floria, and her acting was at

times superb. In every way slhe was
infivitely superior to Mrs DBrown
Potter who essayed the role Juring
But in calling
herself the Eunglish speaking Bera-
bardt while pluxing in that pgreat
actress's favourite parts Mi=y O Neil
does mot do wisely. She herself is
guite’ a sufficiently great
render any borrowed radiance super-
fluous. Miss O'Neil's Floria is warthy

- of careful attention, and it deserves

all the praise that we ean give it. The
abandon with which the
throws herseif into the ‘part, and the
strain she imposea on hersell, is al-
most upcomfortably severe, and must
tax terribly evan ®o mnnlteutlg [ 3
splendid ph\'hlque as Miss O'Neils,
Ehe wever sparen herself for one single
instent, and at the end of the play
wuat be terzibly exhaustcd, “Fedora™

Tney.

* I - remarkably ; geod.

nctress to °

netress

and Musicians.
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The Sanawement have much phasire
N Ajating Lhail (A rumpimoce wi.n Lae
DAY FEvyuesis expreswrd by Py ELers w
Bee the Ubarmloy Xousf obeciwdd Lfa-
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Hi a Tound of her fAMOUs Impermrnaliom,
priur lu ker depariure frotmm Auvsland,
they hove béen enlblecl W urTROgEe Law
tolluwing
GHANDL AND. VARIED PROGRAMME.
WELNESDAY ANXD THURSBUAY.
- JANT'ARTY 3th and Yuh.
TV N1GHTS ONLY,

Grand Production, on n seabe of Elah
arate Camnleieness. of
"ielarie- Buminu's Great Ylay.

. Fl:.l)lJKA.

FF‘DORA I .. NANCE O'XNEIL
SJFRIDAT A\D BATI'RUIAY,
FANTARY 1k and I3th.

TWO NIGHTS ONLY.
Sheridan's Briliant Comedy.
T-HE qf'HOOL ¥FOUR QLA\ DAL,

LY

NANCE O'NEIL  as LADY TEAZLE

o

FPRIVES OF  ADMISSION:
Dress
Family

UCircle miul Rererved Swalls 573
Tichkvis, u bonk. of 12 for £2 8/
Pl 17
Donr ta Pil and Sialls, 6d extra,
till . v.m.
Box Plab At Wikiman and Lyeil's, The
toria Ancade. Day Sales at F.lrtrldgrs.
Tobuccenis,, Queen-st.

to-night., and a

iz following “Tosen™
r be looked

capital interpretation may
forwaril te with confidence.
- “I'asktin’ Roots™  the Rickards’
pantomime in Srdoey, wax a great suc-
cess, Amongst the east [ npoticed
Misz Noni Rickards, who came round
with ~“Papa” when his company visit-
ed New Zealnnd, and Dave Caston,
who dlze made himself a great fav-
ourite on this side. Albert Whelan,
of Tchabod Vronsonm fome i the
+Belle of New ‘Aork > also lad an im-
porrant role. -

“A messnge from Mars” was the at-
tractivn at- the. Falace Theatre, Syd-
When the mail left Mr Haw-
trec’s . (ompan\ was drawing great
amhenm’s. 1 -

The l-wz ph' finisked a very sue-
cessful - seasdm  iu  Christehurch  last
weetk. - The new pictures are said to
‘The Diegraph
i= working * steadily north, aad will
pity & rethirn’ visit to Auckland before

concluding its New Zealand season.

Chieftain . Rudginia’s  concerts  in
Dunedin were, very suecesslul. The
Maori rangilira is warmly praized as
a pianist by- the Southeen dailies.

The Wirth Circus season, which has
just closed in Dunedin, was a very
suecessful one. The cirens is coming
through both islands, visiting all the
principal cities,

Jehn ¥, Sheridan is domz prodigi-
ousty well with his farce, “The XNew
tarmaid.™ It is one of the ncew
things he will give us on his New
Zesland tour in the awtumn. At pre
senit he is caining money amongst the
sightseers in Sydney,

“Lohengrin® and “Carmren” were
the alternate attractions in Sydney
during the last week of the old year,
with the “Bohemian Girl” for the
first nights of the new.

Miss Loitie Collins, now singing at
the Hijon, Melbourne, turns out to he
far more than a name (sayvs a eritic).
Her galvanie suceess with “Taru-tara-
loom-dee-ay” censes to surprisse when
she has Leen seen and heard in otker
songs—for she has broken with the
Time-worn ditty that  brought ‘Ther
fame, ler forte les fo bringing on
uneapecied reserve force of energy—
shall we say Bightiness—suddenly to
heat #0 a8 to \Rn']\l.l‘lh an assumed
demureness and fuirly sturtle the spee-
talors by the change.” This is exem-
plified io her song “The Widow,” given
in the garb of woe and piiched for
a time iu a subdued key. But sym-
puthy is oppullingly divericd by the
sudden flash of erimsou-covered unders
gurments in a wild dunce, conveying
that the widow iy pot so incousclable
ax she appears. Ier song in riding
attire has w splce of the sniae chnrne-
icsistic, buat is givea with really ex-

crttent grace sl elan.  In fact, w!
erer supmerlivenora may be read i
ber sonra. Mixs Collios ia not o).
1o the vharge af purpasely smphas =
Ing it. Therviu alie differs esoentiua. ¥
frem snother eleser vocaling of Jhe
variely stage laiely beard bere. The
ditiy of the coalitan™s wife serms
trciuced to show the singer's voraa-
tility. &l thp wong in which rhe has
the arsistumer aof members of  the
orchestra (in oiher thun their recop-
nived rules) ik an amuking exianple of
how successful s illegitinmte devico
may be made.

The “Auntralasian Stage Annunl™
editedd Ly Mr William Crawley, sl
ixhed by the J, J, Mitler Printiug
Dy, in a Christmas publication,
‘This ig the xevond year of publicnii n.
N conlaius portrails on a lage seale
of avtors, actresses. and DA nagee
kuown to the Australian stage, and
nunerous sketches, stories. eten iy
equalty well-known persons. Uoge of
the rketches relates to Fitarerald's
Uirens. “if ever we arve ruined.” Mr
Tom Fitzgerahl ix made to say, “it will
be through the habit my bruther has
af pensioning off  horges thar  have
grown old in our service. Hiz old axe
pension scheme 1ses us to pay for
hores jeft belind in all parts of Auw-
tralin and Manriland, where their o'd
are is soothed in nice zrass podilocks,
When the billx come in amnmily Dan
awears. but he pnys.

At a certain hotel in Rotarus quite
recent]y. a certainprestidigitatenr was
giving an evenig entertainment in the
drawing-room, a1 which a large pum-
ber of visitors were present. l'rinr to
the perfurmance nn olderly huly, ap-
parently “sulphuring” on account af
a tendeney to embonpoint, comfort.
ably epzconsed herself in the corner
of a sofa placed in the front row. and.
perhaps. overcome by the magician™s
skill, gradually =avk into ﬂle arus
of Morpheus, emitting a2t regelur in-
tervals  snoves  distiocily wiedilile
throughout tie room. This threat-
vped to queer the show, and not un-
naturudly irritated the performer,
who at leagth Jost all pativnee, and
approaching the sleeper. blandly res
marked, " trust. miataw, that 1T am
not- Keeping yoa u .

A TRUE sTORY.

An  carnest playvgoer writes  tu
Clement Svotr. the well known eritie:
“As you =0 jus=ily remark. ‘The teur
of aymupithy that are sbhed im th-
theatre, the vows for amendment ot
life that are uttercd iu . the ple
house, the lessaus af love, and tolera-
tion, and charity that are learned be-
hind the glare of the footlights,
ax valuable for the public powl as
serimon  preached ia any puipit
pagtors of every koown aud recog-
nised denomination!’

“The furce of these words wag
brought home to e in an incideny
which came under Iy personnl notice
a few days azo. Bearing. as it does,
on the subj~1 of your remarks, it
will, 1 am snre, interest youn: olher-
wise, I wonuld not venrure 1o tuke up
your valuahle tiine by relating it

“] was standing in the pit of =
theatre. Next me was a young girl,
of abuuat 16, o child of the people. Sbe
x:ked me some question about the
play, which I answered. und told her
the plor of the piece, which she did
not  uarderstand. Detween the acta
she talked to me about Lerself, Baving
she offen went to the theatre, and
how mach gowd sbe got from it. ‘I
went 1o aee “Foauet,” " she swid, ‘and
liked it so much. Poor Marguerite!
it was very gad. It's enough ta moake
a gitl gnod afrer seeing what happen-
ed to her.' Then she coutinued—
went 10 e
Ob! it was just lovely. IPve know, [
used 1o go ta chapel regularly; but I

left off going. and gor cureless and

wild. Bult ever sinve 1 saw that play
1 go to chupel regulurly, sod—and ['m
fryiog to be good. added—'lio on
trying. child; -it's thoe only way.'

“Thin little stacy from real life
would, no dunbt, intereat Mr Wilsan,
Parrett. it wonld be & satisfaction

to him to kunow that 1he sermon e
s0 unhly preaches has l‘(mnd -n cdu
in at least one wed heart™,

“The Sizn of the Cross'



