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‘Q The Christman ~holdduys, though

pietly zpent, have been thoroughly
joysble to all. The weather, thut
portant factor, has been mogi Oa-
,mmnﬂ-ung—. the heat till Mouday
Wiht was Intenas, then some welenme
ghowers fell, followed by & sharp
ange to cold, which to many Wak
ost welcome. Omn Christmas Day
& churches were well tilied, and the
orations at the Cathedral, A‘ll
flsints’ Church, snd Bt. Mary's (R}
were beautifu), and were grestly od-
shired. A Choral Service was hel_d at
the Cathedral on Chrisimaa nrg!\t,
Len carois and chorases from ~The
eseiah™ were sung by the choir. Mr
. Poole, who possesacs o fweet tenor -
Woice, sang “Comfort Ye" and “My
ope is in the Everlasting” He also ¢
ng 6 duet with Mrs Melhulsh, w]ulch
wos atly appreciuted. Other solo-
ts xf::e Miss A. Harley, Miss Hanby,
s Rev. J. P. Kempthorne, and Mr
. €, Maginity. o 4
o Boxing Day sporie were hehl at
Waukefield and Richmond, which_at-
tracted a large number of people into
#he country. A Regutta wss beld at

the Port, and there were pienies jn-

Aumerable jn all direetions,
g © T TENNIS, _
¥ 'he Nelson Lawn Tenmis Associa-
dtn’s annual tournament was heid at
the Brook Club’a conrts on Wednesday
and Thursday. There were a large
sumber of eatrieg, and some o1 the
miutches were most exciting, The
Championehip Singles were won by
Miss Lucy Gibbs and Mr Rowley, and
$he Men's Championship Doubles were
4wor by Messra Heaps and Styche.
“Anipngst the onlookers were notic:d
Mres Green, black =ilk costume, bonned
42 mateh: Mise Green, white; Mis
Bunny, violet; Misa Bunny, dark
{;‘een. iarge chip hat with biack bhows;
iss M, Bunny, white muslin; Mrs
Clarke, black: Mrs Houlker, pavy
foulard, toque with cerise ribbons;
i Miss Heaps, white pique, grey hat;
~Miss Fell, smart electric biune coat and
‘skirt, becoming hat of biack velvei;

. “Mirs M. Fell (England), pretty bluish

" grey costume, chi¢_ white hat with
. pink roses beneath the brim: Mres

i on

Pulten (Collingwood), cream canvad,
hat en wuite; M Roberin, biaek nnd
white rheeh eouimame, lanoe blark hat
with trimmivgw of white chiffom; Mre
Mocquarrie; Miss Levien, a pretry
guwn uf white ustin and Inoe, tar
black hat; Miss Leggatt, grey nille
mkirt, nbite muslin blouss, large biaok
hat; Mius Mulew, Black and white com
tume, hat to match; Minn Hroad (Wele
Yingion), white tocked mmlim blonae,
piyue akirt, sailor haty Misn &, Jones
T and white striped pique, Leghnurw

hut: Miss Healy, fowered monfin, Lo ge

blr.ck hat;
cCoRTuIE;

Mys J. Bharp, moarting
Ming Bmith (Weltingion),

green comt and skirt; Miswen Wenb- »tiewlarly

towen (2), mavry foulaed eostumes,
szilos hats; Mrs Webb-Bowen, hluck;
Mien Blackett, brown coat and skirt,
Lvrre sailor hat: Miss Harris, tight
crrtnme, sailor hat; Mre W. Walker,
wedyewood blie muslin, large black
hai with blark plames; Miss Evins,
whitt; the Mimser Ledger (2), (libbs’
{2); Miss Hinldlestan, pretty bHlue cos-

tume; Mrs Mackay, blach: M Barnes, |

black; Mrs  Kingdon, light blouse
dork  skirtz: Mra €. Watts: Mirs
Crump, flowered musling Mrs and
Aisges Wright, ete., ete. -
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BLENHEIM.

Denr Bre, , . Deeember 31
* The weather en Christmas Day was

"more like what is considered season-

uble weatber in England thao the tro-
pical heat which is usually our fate at
thie time of year. There was heavy
rain in the morning, and ov the hills,
on both sidee ©f the Wairan plain,
Jurge hailstones fell, with gquite a
winiry effect., The rain ceased in the
afternocon, but the aky was gloomy
and overecast. Pandemonium reigned
in the town om Christmms Eve, dia-
bolieal instruments of every kind be-
ing called imto requiwition 1o add to
the noise, which makes one guppose
that to childrem, moise is inseparable
from happiness, ag each juvenile coun-
tenance beamed with delight. The
Garrizonr Band piayed at intervais on
the rotunda in Market Place during

- the evening, and iaier on patrolled the

town playing Christmas earols, alag
the Hibernian Band. Musical sounds

at fsur on (hristimas morsing indi-
weted thut the bande were stil on tha
wurpath. Boxing -Day wes fairly
puod, and there wers Ausnerpin pie-
Hive to the Bl and White's Ray: &
ericket mateh o tows, when the Ned
son juniors were beutem by the local
pidysra in obe Inmingr; excogrion
traioa to Mcetoa: and the Mounted
Riflea® sports at fpring Creek. Many

, went to Piclon exjwetingr to meet the

excursion steamer from Wellington,
hut owing 10 teinpentuous weather
there the steamer odid not leave, and
those who went throtupgh had a per-
cull tinw, as there wan
nothing going on in  Plieton. The

- militury sports were good, and were

well atiemded, and 1he tent for sale
of work aud refreshments was  so
thronged that many couid not be at-
tended ro, Mre and the Misses Chay-
tor and other ladies bad the manage-
ment of the tent. Thirty men have
sent in their wines for the 8ixth Con-

tingeut, of whein, if they pnss the
-riding and shouting test to-imorrow,
24 have been chosew.

FRIDA,

ANGLO-COLGNIAL NOTES.

{From OQur Ejwcial Corresposdent.)

LONDOX, November 30.
COLOXIAL BTOUX ACT,

The Colonial Htaclk Act of lust ses-
sion, auathorising trnstees to invest
in colomial stoeks complying with
regulations framed by the Tieasury,
has so far proved a dead letter. No
regulations have yet hcen isxsued, and
I understand that the Treasury offi-
cials are finding it an rxrcemely diffi-
cult task: to draft regnlations that
will afford proper protection to trust
funds and yet not irritate the colo-
nied, .- : :

SIR WALTER BULLER ON COLO-
NIAL TOPICS.

‘" 8ir Walter Buller made a decided
“hit"” in his speech at the civic ban-
guet in the Ironmongers’ Hall on
Thursday evening last. His name was
coupled with the toast of the “Viai

tora,” af whom there were puany, Af.
Ser muitahly responding, be lawuched
off into eungenla!l subjects, that had

been just touched upon by previous

speakers,Imperisl Federntion, the Com-
minwealth of Australia, wnd 1he fu
ture of the Bouth I'scitic, lHe defend-

¢d his colony from the suggestion ef
disloyalty in pot jeining the Coammon-
wenlih, He expiained thut New Zew-
lngd, sithough vnly 1200 miles froma
Australia, had reaily more in common

with this country thun with the ninses.
continent, and rhat the oabjectioun e
federation were of & purely lucal chaz-
acter. He declared that New Zewland,
<lthough the remotest of oir colo-
hies, was second ta no part of the

Queen's dominionn in s Jdevotion Lo
the throne and nation. He reminded
hin smglience of how, when the great
wave of patriotism swwept mver the
Empire in conuection with the war in
Bouth Afrien, New Zealand wuax the
very first of the colonier to come 1o
the aid of the Mother Cauntry with

offere of men and money. ‘'he Colo-
nial {iovernment, withouut even waite
ing for the approval of I'nrliament,
raized and equipped several contin-
gents ot strapping  culoninls, aod
rent them, well mounted, to the seena
of petion. The @ovement was so papas
lar with the colonisis {hemselves thaty
when the Government had doue all it
conld, the people pan their hamds  ia
their pockels und paid the entive cost
of raising two more contingentst and
everyane knew how well these 1pen
had acqnitted themselves in the field!

When Parliament met, with aue =ingle
dissentient voice, Mr. Seddon’s uction
was approved, and the uneccssary
money voted; and that one dissentivnt
voice was effectually silenvod at the
peneral elections that followed by the
defeat of that member! lostend of
federating with Audstralin, the Dre-
mierr, with the nssistance of his able
colleague, the Hon, Mr. Ward, had for-
mulated & statesmanlike scheme for

the building up of another great Com=
monwealth—the Commonwealth of
the South Pacific—with the seat of the
Federal tiovernment in New Zealand.
XNow, thisx was the sort of thing that
made for Empire and the propress of
made for Empire and the pro-

press of our race. The pro-

posed Fijian - federation  had beem -
paesedd by a large majority of

the House of Representatives, and

had been hailed with satisfaction by
the ¥Fijian colonists themselves; but
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 Again, atthe 1900 Exhibition'at Paris,
. The itighiest Award obtainable for anything
is the GRAND 'PRIX, and that also
_ * has been ‘awarded to Messrs. Pears
‘ . ‘and is. the on/y oune allotted in Great
Britain for-Toilet Soap.

L Pa - -1 The-Highest Award for Toilet Soap
% € aris ~at the~Paris Exhibition, in 1889, was &
% x‘b‘ibmon, !90? - a~-Gold:'Medal, and the only one %
.3 British Ewards, “awarded so/ely for Toilet Soap was |
{E ciowpwy | gained-by oo o
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