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sirl. Douglas Rubertaon, of Auck-
Whd, is visiting her many friends and
frlutious n Enyland. Bhe has just re-
surned from Bourmemouth, and is st
present stuying with Colonel Marvin,
After & brief! utay st Cambridge she
will accompany an aunt sfrer UChrist-
man to Mentone, and will probably go
In to Iraly for the winter. Her visit
%2 kKngland will probably last a year
e more.

r . .
JIn Rix mccount of his recent expedi-
io the region of Tanganyika Mr,
¥. 9. Moore told the members of the
yal CGeographical Bociety of some
x rdinary forests of heath found
the vicinity of the Mountaing of
Moon. The heath was not as we
w 1t in England. The trees grew
o% heiglrt of sixiy feet, and resem-
ed the Alpine pine forests only on
gigantic scale. For eenturien these
had grown, died and rotted
wway, with the result that the troe
Fround was covered with & spongy
ens of vegeintion forty or more feet
deey.  As they were crossing this
foath belt every now and then a ear-
rier would disappear in thia vegstable
mass, znd woulkl have to be hauled
oot by ropes from s holo forty feet

Ev:idently Mr, Moore's carrier di;i
mob appreciate his foot being om hia
sative hesath.. - . - | N
r

e

Itin, 1 think, » great pity that some
of; the eolonial volunteers who went
creditably through the greater past of
.the Yransvaal war should now be
tarnishing their escutcheons by posing
as fair-weather-cum-picaic soldiers and
growling because the hespitals, the
food. and fitty other things were not
#xactly as they had expected them to
be. Of conrse they were not, War
is scoreely a veview, Things constants
iy o wrong. Scandale are numerous
and terrible tales of neglect bere ot
mismauagewent there can alwaya be
proved up to the hilt. But what then?
That is WAR, and the sensitive
wolonial who expects the comforta of
® sham fight on a campaign had better
stop at home next titme. . . .

A singularly intemperute letter ap-
= in the “Chroniele” today signed
fimily Nieol, of Apckland, the seere-
tary of a Red Croes Nursing Rrigade,
which offered a contingent of Burses
for the front and received a snubbing
“No, thanks” &8s reward. . She is
.{mot perhaps unnaturally} eplenetie
ou the subject of the hospital mis-
management, and hits out recklessiy.
It way smooth ber rafiled feathers to
learn thai a picked body of London
lady nurses (boasting far higher pro-
fessional gualifications and experience
than. [ suspect, Auckland's . gallant
little band could claim) were equally
Arly repudiated. The truth is the
mil y authorities—fearfnl of scam-
dal--didn’t want nursés. There were,
- I know, peores in Capetown wha sim-
ply couldn’t get to the froot.. Such
damrs of wrinkled visage and un-
ceriain age as arrived were promptly
picked up, but not the attractive
Flozsics and Topsies who had just de-
eidei! ~the darlings!-——that to nurse a
nice, handsome Tommy Atkins was
sheir vocation,

Mr Lawson Johnston, whe ied last
Buturday, aged 65, was the inventor
af “Lovril," out of which he made im
rounr figures two millione. e devot-
ed his nttention early in life to the
composition of concentrated foods,
and sueceeding beyond his anticipa-
tions tried a number of experiments
on the lines of Liebig. From oue of
these eame “Tovril,” which proved
‘mote savonry aud palatable than any
of its predecessors. It is mnquestion-
‘ably thie best thing of its kind, and
'very unlkely to be improved on.

“The literary riddle is an éngnging
pastime of the moment whick I can
cordially recommend to Christmas
partivs on m hot afternoon at the
Antipodes, The hostess asks “Why
did _Anthony Hope®* and.after scveral
Tutile replies such ss “Becouse the
Heart o? Princess Osra way his™ &
prize s awarded to the ingenious in-
ventor of “Berause Mis Campbell
Praed,” A favourite conundrum ef
this clars is “Why did Julie Opp?™
Answere are varioos, hut the favourite
meems to be “Because she heard Hoyda
Coffin." One is also asked: “What
gave Barry Pain?' “To ses Flora
Bheelp." Another, “Why was- Rider
Hagpgard?” - “Because he hed to Marie
Corelli™ A very neat ooe. Fimally,
ma 3 mixture of mport and politios,
“When does Albery Trett?? . “When
Gibson Bowles.”
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 Dersonal Paragrapts.

© Mres Arthur Espsrl (Mnlmerston
North) aud her family spent Chriat-
was with Mrs Russell’'n parents, Mr
and Mrs T. C. Willisna, in Wellington.

The Mayor of Christchureh, Mr
Revce, nod hin fagily are apending the
Christmas bhelidays at Kowul Bush.

Mr 84ead and Mr Wilfred Stead
were among the Chrimtehwreh visitors
%o Auckland for the raoes this week.

‘Mrs Buttes (Wellington) has re-
turned to Wellington from her visit
to Tfawera, where she was present at
her son's wedding., o,

Dr. and Mry Cleghorn arrived im
Wellington last week by the Waiwera,
trom gheir {rip 10 Engiand. . .
. Miss Hilda Moorhouue (Wellington)
ia staying with Mr and Mrs Jack
Studhoime, at Coldsiream, South Can-
terbury. ; . Lo .

Mins Johnstem (Wellington) in the

guest of Mea W. Barton, at Fareham,
Feathersten, - . .
' Myrs Marshlanks and her sisters, the
Nisser Gore (Wellingion), went te
Christchureh Yast week for the tennss
championship meeting, which i being
heid there. - . o

Misa Fiteroy (Napier) is  staying
with Mre W. Harten. st Featherston,
for the Tavhaunuiksu racex. .

Mrs Raiph Fitzherbert {Marton) i3
wisiting ber - relutives in Wellington,
with her little danghter,

The Tishop of Welington and Mrs

Wallis were present mt the distribu-
tion of prizes at the Wangunui Col-
legiate School - on "Fuesday lust, khis
Loardzhip the RBishop presenting the
ives. :
. Miys Coleridgge (Wellington) has re-
turned home from her visit to Mrs
Walter Johnslor at “Highden,” Awha-
huri, i
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* Amengat present visitorg 10 Rotorua
are Mr. and Mrs. Edward J, Samuel,
whe are spending their honeymoon
there. Mrs. Samuel was a daughter
of the laty Mr. Sumuel Yotes, of Pare-
ngarengs, snd Mr. Samuel is the oldest
#on of Mr. Harry 8. Sumuel, Conserva-
tive M.P. for Limchouse, Lendon, Mr.
Sammuel returned e New Zealand from
South Africa lust September, where he
bad beem serving with the (iloucester
Regiment, and was dnvalided by a
wound in the thigh. Owiag to the re-
cent death of the bride's father, the
wedding was a very quiet affair, only
relatives being bidden to the ceremony
and quiet breskfust which followed.

- A pleasant enchre party was held on
Friday evening,; the #th instaot, at the
new tea-room, Hamilton,. Nine tables.
Mre, Gldham won -Hrst lady’s prize, a
parasol, Mr, Saundes, first gentleman's,
8 pretty pair of silver sleeve-links, Mrs.
Bhort {Pousonby), won second ladies’,
a boitle of smelling-saiis, and Mr.
Cleghorn {North Shore), second gentle-
men’s, & pen-knife. .

Mrse. J. Bhort {Ponsonby) hag been
spending the Chrisimas holiduys with
ber parenrs, Mr. and Mes. Holloway,
Hawiltoa East. - . i

* ‘Mrs. Palarait (North Shore) has just
returned home after u visit to her re-
latives at Humilton,

Mr. Francia {(Auekiand), spent a
night in Humilton last week on his
way to Rotorua {or o holiday. .

Mr. and Mrs, Stevens and famity
Lkave gone o North Khore for some
weeks, Mrs, Dyer and fumily (with
whom they hnve changed residences)
have come to Hamilton for the holi-
days. ' - ' : . oo

Miss Parker, who has been staying
with relatites in Melbourne for some
months, has retnrned to her home,
“ Riverslen,” Waikato, ~ % . o
. Miss Matthews und Miss Yellarg,
late of Napier, have left for Anckund,
their future howe. - .

Lieutenant Ross, of Napicr, who ar-
rived from South Africa, wus accord-
€d a hourty welcome by the local vol-
unteers and eitizens. e went to the
war with the Fourth Contingent, and,
as his leave expires in & mwoath, he will
then return to the froot. | .
~ Mra. and Miss Devenish, of New Ply-
Tgouth, are 2t prestut visting Wangas
nwi. -0 . o e e
1 De. and Mys. M, T, Christie Rave been
visiting Mrs. H. Havley (Mre. Chris+
tie’s mather), ol New 1'vmouth, but
have now relurnel, tuking with fhem
Mrs. Bayley for a ghog( tigae, 0 - .
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Mra. Anderson, of Wanganul, ia vigit-
ing ber mother, Mri. Hursthouse, of
New Piymouth. ) R

Mr. N. Miller and Mr, Kebble, wha
have been vikiting Rotorus, have re-
turted to Xew Flymouth, .

AMr. end Mrs. W, Shaw, of New Ply.
mouth, are risiting the lpkes of the
Sowik lsland, _— »

Miva Paul and Misa Lawson, of New
Piymouth, are visiting Hawers,

Mrs. Tilly and Miss 0. Tilly. of
Avckland, are paying a visit te New
Plymouth. . R

Mra, W. D, and Miss Mearey (Christs
church) are staying at Hantmer Lodge,
Hanmer Springs.

" Mr, Graham, Mr. F, Graham, and &
number of other gentlemen, are away
trout fsbing. .

Miss Garrick has gone to Timarn for

a change, having been very unwell
lately; Mre. de Vries has gone with
her. o ..
. Miss. Lorrimer (Wellington) spemt
last week in Christchusch; she was the
guest of Mins Fairhurit, and retura~
ed home on Monday. : .

Mies Lentham (Wellingion) iv sn =
viait to Mrs. Applehy (Christichureh),

Mr. 6. . Btesd and Mr, W. Htead
{of Chriatchurch) have returned froms
Awckland after the races. :

Misx Freda Marsden (Christchurch)
has gone to Wanganui for the holidays.

Air. and Mra. Phillips, The Peoint,
have been staying at Miss Lean's, Cam-

. bridge Terrace, during the holidays.

Mr Bright, of Blenkeim, womt te
spend -Chrisimes, where
Mrs Bright had sarrived from Auck-

‘lard to meet Dr. and Mra Cleghorn,

who proceeded there shortly atter
thetr arrival from England.

Mr and Mrs J. Black, of Blsuheim,
spent the Thristmas holiday with Mr
Pollard at “The Delta,” Renwick.

My Charles Fuhon, of Blepheina, has
been appointed s Government hemp
grader, a positic he is well gnalified
to 1l T

Mrs . Watts, of Nelson, arrived in
Blenheim on Saturday, and has gone
to atey at Hank Housé, Waihopail, with
Mrs Monro. L
. Mr Vickers {Bleahcim) -returned
from Wellington aa Thursday, where
be had been spending & few days . .

The Misses' Anderson gave the tea
at the Marfborough “Tennis Courts,
Blenheim, on Saturday afternoon, and
A large number of members amd
friends were  pressnt, among whous
were:—Mesdames C. Watta (Nelson),
Mouro, E. Chuytor, Redman, Black,

Grifliths, . . Anderson, Innes, P
Donslin A, ' Green, B, ..Clogstoa, -
Greenfield, the Missges Hortom

(33, Smith, . Chaytor, Hodsen, Win-
stunley, Carkeek, M. Doustin, Farmar,
Greenfield (3}, Giblin, E. Boll, Broad-
bent, .and Messra Greenfield (2),
Crump (Masterton), Rose {Welling-
ton). Huwting, Dr, Anderson, and
many others. e .

Mrs, Coleman and several other Na-
pier ladies have presented a festival
altar frontal, and alse a set of hang-
ings, embroidered with white lilles, for
thie pulpit, leetern, and litany desk of
5t. John's Napier Cathedral, )

. o Ceris
" The Rev. Nr. McDonald, of .Wai-
pawn, while driving home from Taksa-
pan throngh the Wajpukuran Gorge,
Iast week, met with an acident, owi
to his horse falling and breaking the
®hafts, thus throwing ouwt the occu-
pants of the vehiele, who fortunately,
however, except for  few bruises, wers
not much hurt. T '

Miss McLaughlin has arrived in Na-
?i"’ after n long absence in Welling-
ow,. o .

Mrs. and Mids Margoliouth, alter
about B mouth’s visit to Auckland,
have returned {o their home on Milton
Terrace, Nnpier, © .

Miss Lynden, of Napier, has left for

& visit to the South. . .
. Mr. Dinwiddie, of Napier, has gone
to Christchurch to be present at the
Championship Tennis Tournament,
now keing held there.

Dr. Cleghorn, late of Blenheim, has
returned from a visit to England, and
is now staging at the Masonic Hotel,
Napier,! - R .

. Mre. Westall, of Napier, is staying
with friends in the couniry. - .

Mr. J. W. Joynt, of Wellington, 13 in

Nelwow for-tiny Rotdgyn. == ¢

Mra, apd the Micren Fall, of Nalson,
have gone te Wellingtan for w Hip.-

Mr, Harold Mooxw, of Welliapton; is
Btaying in Nelson with his peopie.
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Mru. and Miss Broad, of Wellington,
speaj - Eliridioay’ with | Mra, Colt,
Brightwater, Nelson. B

Me, E. Leviem, o Welington, was o
Neloon for Christmas. .

Mr. R Kingdon, of Nelson, has gone
South for a trip. Tt :
r The Misars Bieveas, Ethel Ledger,
and Dorothy Bell, of Nelson, left by
coach last week to spend Christmas
with Mra. W. Adams, “Langleydate™
Bleoheim. . - - . o0 L0 :

Misa E. Atikinnon, Christehureh, in
spending her holidays with her mothor
im Nelsom. Mr. P, Atkinson, of Weats
port, 5 wiso bome for m Jew daym. .

Ming Litn Jomen, of Auekland, b vis-
iting hor people in Keison. s
- Misa Poole, who has been 1a Ashhrrs
ton for many mouths, has returned to
her horne in Nelson, Her brother, Mr. H,
Poole, is nlso Lack in Nelson for s few
days ' St .

Miss Mlivier, of Christchurch, in vis~
iting friends in Nelsom. _ S

Mr. and Mra, James Marsden (nes
Mias Bees) arrived inm Nelson last week
trom Napier, and have gome 1o theix
pretty home at Stoke, e

Misa Amy Cameron, of Auckland, in
to be warried on the 26tk inst., to Mr,
W. E. Bendall, of Wellington, and the
wedding is to take piace from ber sis
ter’s (Mra. Wm, Clayion) house, wiers
ke has beew staying for some time.
Miss Bibel Camerca, who has bocn ow
& long viait to her brothery in Sam
Framcisoo, is expected back in time for
the wedding. EE .

Canon and Mra, Pascoe are expeotnd
back in Christchureh shortly, having
Le:: Englard by the Gothic ot Movem-

22 . . -

~Me. and Mrs. A, Eaye and & party
have gone over to the West Coast for.
the Christmaa holidays. -

Mr. T. Garrard left for Hanmer
Springs on Monday morning for a
week; the long hours and work at the
}I;:]xhibiﬁon are proving very trying for

0. . : .~ -

Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Wallace aave
gone te Albury (Seuth Camterbury)
for the holidays. | . .

- Mr. and Mrs. Alex Newton (Welling-
ion) are im Christchurch on a visit,
«+ The imflax of wisitors te Hotorum
during the holidays has been tremen-
doun. bt | the  wisitors frooe
Ancklsnd were moticed Mr and Mra
3. Hesketh, Mr and Mrs Baume, Mr,
Mrs and Miss A, H. Nathan, Mr and
Mras J. R. Reed, Mr, Mrs and the
Mizses Boult, and Mr and Mrs Edmis-
ton, ; RO .

Mr Awstino Pavitt ¥Vellington) has
been visiting his people in Grey-
moakth, o [ )

Mr and Mrs F. Thomas, of Grey-
mouth, leave for an extended visit
0 the North this weel. e

Mr Austine Pavitt (Wellington) hax
is staying with her sister, Mra LesIty
Bull, in Greymouth, - .
© ‘Miss Fdith Taylor, of Greymouth,
has left for a prolonged holiday ia
Aagstralia, L

Miss Duncan, of Hekitika, has come
to Greymouth for the races. .
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