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Heoligan Born and Bred.

THE LIFE BTORY OF A LEADFER
OF A FAMOUS GAXG, WITH SOME

PLAIN
FROM.

Ry One Who Knows Him.

A few months ago s dangerous siv-
age was let loose on the people nf_
London after serving eighteen menths
hatd labour for an audacious robbery.
Thiz individual is a typical Houl_zgau.
and rejoices in being the captain of
s formidable gang o race-course
thieves and bullies, who w]len the
racing seasonr is off turn t.l‘n ir att:n-
tion to blackmailing publicans .aud
shopkeepers and rnhb_ing pedestrians
in the leealities they infest,

He is only thirty-two, and at Lix
lust trial no fewer than fifly-thres
comvictions fur felony and  assanlis
werg proved against him.

In all he has spent about thirtren
years in gaol, and may be sid to e a
striking exampte of the fnihne‘nf. onr
prison system to reform the criminal

As thers is a prolrbility that he
suuy be endeavouring to live h nestly.
p("l':hups by some form of hawkinw.
for it is ahmost hopeless to  exp.ct
that he will ever do any actual workr
1 will refer to him as “Darkey’
thronghout the following sketeh of
his career, which is a t)’p:ca_l one of
many thousands of the Hooligans of
London.

“Darkey's" father was originally a
farm labourer, who, attracted by
high wages, left the country and came
1o Lopdon, where he settled in & slum.
married a slum girl, and obtainerl
work. As regularly as pay-day came,
unconsciously  disgusted with This
squalid home and his frequently in-

MOHRALS DRAWN  THERES

toxicated wife, “Darkey’ senior got
drunk and violently assaulted his bet-
ter haif, in _accordance with the ous-
tom of the locality in which he re-
wided, ' - ’
4 MISERABLE CHILDHOOD.

Inte such a home little “Darkey”™

was bhors, and by the time he wns

Nance O'Neil as Queen Elizabath.

Misa Nance. O'Neil as the Jewess.

three or fonr years old the drunken-
ness of his facher resnlted in his beiny
unable to obtain regular work, anl
consequently the woman, advized amil
encouraged by the example of the in-
mates of a registered lodgirg-house
close by, took him out “gridling™
{Anglice, sibging in the streets for
charity).

Eventually hie father ran away
probably went on tramp, and his
mother teck up her abode in a lodg-
ing-house, where she paid 4d a night
for her bed and 1d for the child.

In this abode of infamy he was
either taught or aeguired all sorts of
tricks for obtaining money, and wus
sent out selling matches and_ papers.

By the time he was a strong lad of
fourteen his mother died, and he was
cast on the world witheut friends.
save ruffians, ignorant to au extra-
ordinary extent, yet sharp. c¢unming,
and guick-witted, absolutely devoid of
any ideas of right and wrong, and
brutal and pugnacions to a degree.

As an instance of the brutality of
youths of this class it may be men-
tioned that they will strike a girl at
at slightest provocation.

There was one hope at this period
for “Darkey,” and that was that he
should be arrested for some offence
and sent for a long perivd to a re-
formatory, where he wonld have been
subjected to discipline and  taught
some usefnl trade,

Unfortunately he did not “full'* un-
til he was sivteen, when he receiverd
a month’s hard lubour for wateh
*snatehing.”

A GADL-IIRD AND A HEROQ.

This settled his career. (n his re-
lease hy was made & hero of by his
“pals,” and adwitted to the scelety of
ruce-conrse thieves., by whom he was
taken to riace meetings, and he soon
became, owing to his strength of a-m
and brutal boldness, the lead r of the
“mob.”

For years this man and a score of
ather dangerous eriminals have lived,
when out of gacl, by violence and rol-
bery. ‘The ouly things that seems eox-
traordinary is that the law. once ir
Livs  hands upon such charnvters,
should ever let them loose on the com-
munity unless there is some strong
reason to hope they will live honestly
and peacealbily.

It wus the ordinary husiness of
" Darkey ™ aned his gang to blackmait
starting-prive bookmiakers, wha knew
perfectly well that if they objected ar
uppenled to the police they waukl be
“put throupgh it or, in other words,
brutally ussaulted nnd rolhed. A fa-
vourite devive of the “ hoys™ wis ta
hrewic a glass in n refreshmentabar and
jab it into the face or under the chin
of offending bookmakers and others
who rofused to * part up”

One of * [kivkey's " proudest achieve-
ments wasx the ing " ol a book.
wiker anve nt Bpsom, who thonght
£15 too miach to puy for * protection.”

-

The haokmaker was at once knockedl
down and kicked, his money, watcl,
anl vhiin stolen, and his trap {worth
nearly  £40), sinashed to ntoms.
RLACKMAIL.

The blackmuiling of publicans in
vertain districts was also a fuvourite
device of * Darkey it is no exag-
geration to stute thut there are score:
of publicans in Lowden who piLy
blaekmail to the ™ hoys ™ as regubarly
ax they pay their rent,

If a man refused to pay this black.
mzil  Darkey " inaugu
lowing pructice to punizsh the affen
der. He, accompanisi by  severst
friends, wonld, at a guiet tiae of day,
go into the bar. eall for somwe beer, and
erexte u distit butee by using fonl fan-
gunge avd grtting up o sham fight.

Nutursliy rthe lhandlord would come
into the vompartment to quell the
turbanee, il he would be at onee
knoeked down and kicked, and, if they
thonght themselves safe from disturh
ance, some members of the gung wonld
leap over the connter and empty the
tills af their contents.

Shopkeepers and  pedestrians have
also been this man's vietiws, nad it
wauld take tes long to eveu tabulate
the offences for which he has served
fifty-four periods of imprisonment,

The ¢uestivn is, what ean e dome
with sueh a rntHan?-—and there ure

thousands tn London every it ax bad.
1ried

Imiprizonment hax beew and
fouml wanting 1t
bardeasd him i
ing onkwn, gri
now alinst extinet " il " bave withe-
out doubr miade him more resolinde in
Bis aversian from wark, )

No one would dreiin of eapturing u
wolf amd sending it to the Zoological
Gardens, for, say, twelve mooths, with
the intention of turning it loese again
in the belief that confinmuent would
cure it af its siqviage nature.

Yet this is what has Feen done with
this hunran wolf, and, in wddition, d
fug his perieds af confinement he
been mie or less starved sl irrvitat-
vel.

To lhung him as Leing both nseless
and  diangerous, R GUE GREESIORE -
aquite Ingivitly— wonld have done. is
apposed 1o the <pirit of the age, so we
swill et him continne his eareer, check-
cd new and then by imprisonment, un-
til he dies or commits murder!

[t would be much hetter if society
treaterd xiwh men as " Darkey ™ as we
ure pow only  commencing  to freat
hawitual in tess That te pegard
them s Wwings lacking praper moral
prreeption and instinet, and confine
thent, not in a prison whers they ave

merely purished, but in a prisan wherr

they wonll e edunented and ¢t
to became tit members of soe
nof. exvept for breaches of diseipline.
stirved and punished,

el

e Thin an is ferribls,
She; “Tat 1hink how ari<toerativ j
in" .




