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As It Was to Have Been.

A CABLE FROM BYDNEY ON THURSDAY LAST STATED THAT JUST AS THE NEW ZFEALAND TROOPS LEFI THE BARRACKS TO EMBARK

PER THE ZEALANDIA FOR AUCKLAND THE DEFENCE DEPARTMENT CABLED BTOPPING THEIR EMBARKATION.
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SP'ECIAT. ARRANOEMENT)

A DAUCHTER OF MIDIAN.

By JOHN K, LEYS.

Author of “ A Bore Temptation,” ® The Thumb-print,” “ The Brokem Fettar,” ™ Ia tha Toila,*

CHAPTER XXIL
SYBIL, PLAYS THE SPY.
“YWhat shall you do?” whispered
Sybil to her sister.
Sidney made no  reply, but she

trembled all over, The.fact was thai,
relying on Mr Mitcheil's old offer, and
sick 16 denth of the muonotony of
school life, Sidney had thrown up her
gituation; eo that the coul rejoinder
of the laird thut he also had c¢hanged
bhis mind was something like a sentence
of deuth for her.

“Let us go up to bed,” whispered
8ybil. “You will sleep with me to-
night, wont you?"”

“Please don't go upstairs yet, young
leddies, said the laira, eyelng them
suspiciously, though without chang-
ing the positinsn of his' head as it hung
over his plate, “I've pot something
tu say to ye.'"

0Of course the two girls kept their
places in the chimney corner, whilst
the master of the Castle went on with
his supper.

Before he had finished his meal a
mesasge was brought to him saying
that the factor was waiting to see
him.

‘The laird grunted, and went on with
his supper. Evidently he considered
the factor a personage 0f greater con-
sequence than either of his guests, for
when he had finished snpper he hastily
rose from table and went to the lib-
rary, forpetting, apparently, that he
had asked Sybil and her sister mot to
go to bed till he had spoken to them.

8o the two girls remained where
they were, while the silent butler re-
moved the supper tray, and then took
a cellaret from the sideboard, angd car-
ried it out of the room.

“That means that the confereuce
may last all mght.. antd Sybil. *“T'm
going to bed.”

“Flease stop a little longer, dear,”
pleaded Sidney, “Remember that 1
have no one to look to but Mr Mitchel],

and it would be a pity to otfend him .

on the very first night.”

2ybil was not so much afraid of the
“dour” consequential little man who
wng master at Inveroran as her sister
was, and she wanted to go to bed; but
of course she could do nothing but
carry out Sidney’s wishes. They sat
down together before the dying fire,
and again their hands insensibly met.

Miss Dalrymiple hal considerately
left the two sisters to themselves, and
retired long since. The servaunts, too,
had gune up to their roums, and the
great house way as still sg a tomb.
An hour went by, and Mr Mitchell
did not return to the dining-room. He
seemed to have forgotten that the twn
girle were sitting up at his request.

“I will go and tell Mr Mitchell that
we are waiting for him,” said Sybil,
springing to her feet, ‘1 dare say, he
has quite forgotten that he asked us
not to go to bed till he had spoken to
ns; but it would be quite like him if
he were to be sulky with us to-morrow,
all the sanwe, if we dixobeyed him.—
Wait hore 111l I come back'™

Sybil's shartest wity to  the room
where Mr Mitchell and the factor were
sitting lay through the disused closet
in which she had once befure tried to
hide Liereell when she was anxious to
heir whnt was being #aid in the laird’'s
room, 1t was with no Intention of
eavesdropping that she took that way
oW,
door of the eloset she remembered thint
with a Jittle troulde she could manage
ra vverhenr the conversaiion between
the Jird and his facter. For o few
minutes whe stiend 8B, considering
whether she woukl be justified in play-
ing the spy.  Anil she cume to the con-
elnuion that there was not the rame
nieesrity,  or the =aame excu=e, for
playing the apy on Mr Mitchell that
btad existed on the former occasjon.

hut as soon as she opened the |

* A Million of Money,” sie, sta.
COPYRIGHT.
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She had now estabtished her identity,
and it was no buginess of hers, ahe
told herself, to pry into the affairs of
the laird.

She decided, therefore, that she
would simply knock at the door, and
putting her head into the rnom wiah
dir Mitehell good-night, and come
AWAY,

RBut she forgot tu tap at the doar,
for no sconer ‘had she reached the
inner door, which opened into the
laird’s roon, than she heard a name
shouted cut in a lowd and angry voice
—a name that made her start and her
facve turn pale—the name of her father.

What had these two men to say
about him? 8Surely, whatever {t might
be, she bad a right to hear {t? So she
opened the door very seftly, held it
open about half an inch, and bent her
wir to listen, McPail was speaking.

“Don't you owe it all to me, you
dirty scrub? What could you have
tdone without me? You never could
have done the job without me? Grant
could have eaten half a dozen of you!™

The reply was B0 low that the
listening girl could not cateh it.

MacPhail burst into a loud, mock-
ing laugh.

“You hadn't the nerve!” he cried.
You'd have missed What's that
you say? Don't speak of it? Wha's
wantin’ to speak of it? But I'm not
going without my fair ghare, If we
had divided fair, or onything like
fair, how comes it that you're the
master and I'm the man? How comes
it that you live i’ the castle, an’ I bide
i t]u- factor's lodge?™

‘“Because you threw away your
thance when you had it, like a fool. 1
warned you not to part with the
shares, .and you preferred ready
money. And yet, ten thousand pounds
and & post like yours is not to be des-
pised, Duncan, and none kens that het-
ter then you. . You're very well off,
and you're not sich a fool as not to
know it.””

The answer to this wus an indistinet
grumbling, like the growling of a wild
beast in a cage. Would they say noth-
ing more about her father, Sybil woen-
dered. [f only she had happened to
come & minute or two sooner!

*And now, what are ye going {o do
wi' they twa young weemen?’ de-
munded the factor.

*“1've been. thinking of that,” said
Mr. Mitchell, in his thin, hard tones.
I'Nl offer the auld sister two pound or
two pound ten a week to go to Iialy
~-or some place fur awa’, an' bide
there. I offered her three hundred a
year to do the same thing the year
before laxt, and the eilly creature did-
na tuk'it. %0 { can mwak’ my ain terina
wi' her. After all, she has no claim
on me.”

#An’ the young ane?”

“Well, she's what I ea’ a credit to
the extablishment. I'm no’ in ony
great hurry to part wi’ her. She’s bon-
ny. and though she's a deep ane she
ort do me no hurm. T have thought
sometimes that the Honouruble Ron-
ald Keith took a fanvy to her, when
he was staying here for the shooting:
amdd it woult wuit me very well if he
were o marry her. it wou!d be a good
thing for our family”

“Itut ghe’s no kith or kin to you!®
exclaimed the factor, with a note of
Aurprine in his voice.

“No: but I'm her guardian. and it
would doubtless tend to draw his lord-
ship's family an* mine thegither. What
the ure ye aniggerin® at there?

“Hoots, man, naethin'!l Ye're juist
clean pwa’ wi' yYour suapeecions, Hul
I'm moyin® this. Ye may keep that
yYoung wuamman here, but ' e at
Yer nin peril. Ye said yersel' thar she
was & decp Ane, and Bhe's proved
it v

“Never fash yer thumb ahoot that,
Duncen, ma man,” said the laird. He

MR MITCHELL'S SECRET.

had relapsed into the broad Scotch he
had speken in his youth, by which 8y-
bil knew he was pretty far gone in
liquor. “The lars has nae suspeecions
—hoo could ghe hae ony? And here
she’ll bide an long as it pleases me.
And noo I'm thinkin’ it'll be about
time ye were steppin’ doon bye, Dun-
can. Ye'll juist hae ae mair gless, an’
than ye'll gang.”

8yhil, in terror lest she should be
caught playing the spy, drew gently
away from the door, not even daring
to close it. Dark as it was she made
her way without any mishap through
the adjoining room, and thence into
the hall. Sidney, tired out with her
leng journey, had fallen fast asleep
over the fire, now a heap of white agh-
es with a red glow in the centre.

“C'ome, sister,” asaid 8ybil, laying
her hand on her head to wake her, but
speaking under her breath. *“Come,
and I will take you up to yonr room.*

“Why, Sybil, how strangely you
gpeak! What is the matter? Has
anything happened?"

“No, And yet something has hap-
pened. I have learned that Mr. Mitch-
ell and that wretch the factor have
cause to be afraid of me.”

For those words of McPhail still
echoed in her ears, “If you keep her
here yon keep her at your peril!”

-

CHAPTER XXIII.
IN VINO VERITAS,

It was not the run he had made to
catch the moving train that made
John Blackwood’s heart beat fast
when he flung himself down on the
seat of the carriage he had succeeded
in boarding. He had made, not in
s0 many words, but in effect, a de-
claration of love to his beautiful
client, and she had not repelled him.

‘The truth was that he had fallen in
love with her from the time when he
tock hi= meat in the railway carriage
in which she travelled from England,
when he had interfered to protect her
against the impertinence of a “smart”
vulgarinn, He had had no hope of
seeing her again, and it was with a
teeling ulmost of bewilderment that
he recognised her when she spoke to
him in Glasgow. His delight when he
found that he might be of service to
her, and would naturally be brought
into a relation of more or less inti-
macy with her, may be imagined. And
now that he had had the pleasure of
a second and a longer meeting with
her he could no longer resiat the
temptation of telling her of the devo-
tion that burned in his heart.

The young lawyer was not by any
meane @ weslthy man, but he was well
vonnected, and fairly well off, and it
did not occur to him that there was
any discrepancy between him and Sy-
bil. Young Keotchmen are not ac-
customed to expect a dowry with
their brides, and Blackwood had full
confidence fn hia ability to keep the
pot boiling independently of hia emall
private fortune.

Tt wax late when Blackwood reached
f3lasgow, and his first care was to go
to u restaurant and order supper.

The restaurant he selected wan fit-
tedd up with boxes, resembling private
rooms without doorg; open to the in-

spection of those who might be pass-

ing, but guite secluded so 1ar
) conversation wmt. Black-
wood was sitting cne of

these boxea, waiting for his meal to
be brought to him, when & man some-
what older than himself walked
alang the corridor with rather un-
steady gait, and finally eame to an
anchor opposite the doorway of the
box in which he was mitting.

“*Fon my life! Our old friend
Rlackbird!” eried the stranger, in a
rather thick voice. The young Iawyer
amiled at hearing the nickname,
which ha@d nut greeted his ears since
his sarhool days; and although Bertie
Simpson was not-the kind ¢f man he
cuted to be intimate with, he felt that
for old acquuintance’ sake he could
not do less than hold out his hand,
and ask him to join him at supper.

“lhanks, aw'tly, old man, but I've
just been dining. So hard to get &
Johuny to speak to in this strait-
laced village,  All the fellowas have
gone home to tea, like good go-to-meet-
ing young men. In town, now, we
never think of dining till half past
seven or eight, abd then look in at the
Empire or the Galety, snd spend a
jol]y“ evening. Here, in the provinces

“Huve you been down long?’ inter-
rupted Blackwood, who did not care
to hear the customs of his native
eity scorned by one of her renegade
SOonNAa.

“Only ran dewn two nights
say, let’s drink to old times!
have some champagne!”

“Thank you all the same, but a
glass of beer with my dinner or sup-
per is good enough for me."” -

“ttnff an’ nonsepse!  Who would
tdrink beer when he euan get oham- -
pugne? Champagne’s the tipple for a
gentlemman, I tell ye,—Waiter, bring
a mugnum of the best brand of cham-
pagne you've got!™

Hiackwood was anncyed, for he did
not wish to drink with the fellow, He
saw that Simpson had had enough to
drink already, But when the wine
wis brought, it would have seemed
downright churlish to refuse to take
a share of it, &o Mr Simpsen, hia
foolish face looking even more vacuous
than usual, and his 'hat perched very
much on the back of his head, sat
opposite the young lawyer, leaning his
arms on the table, angd caressing every
now and then the big bottle of cham-
pagne that stood at his elbow,

“8till grinding away at the law?”
inquired Simpson, whken they had
gravely drunk te each other’s health,

“Still grinding away,” said Black-
wood, cheerfully. ‘“I've set up for my-
selfl now.”

“Awful grind it must be!™ said the
man of fashion, sympathetically. “For
myself, I never cared very much for
oftice work, T find that lookin' iu
now and then at a broker's and takin'
a squint at a tape is about as much of
it as T ¢an stapd.”

“You have made your pile, then?”
asked Blackwood, with a greater show
of interest than he had yet ghown.
Bertie Simpson had not by any means
been considered a clever boy at school,
and Blackwood was inclined to put
him down as a brainless young brag-
gart; bnt he was beginning to think
that he must be more clever than peo-
ple hud supposed, or he would not have
made enough already to enable him
to live in idleness.

In anawer to Ilackwood’s question
Simpson gave an elaborate wink,

“I'm sure T beg your pardon.," sald
Blackwood Mastily, and fiushing &
little, “When you spoke as if yon
had given up business I naturally sup-
prueed that you bad made your pile.
Bt T assure you I had no wish -

. S8impson burst into a roar of laugh-
eT.

“My dear fellow, T'm not offended,

T only meant to insinuate that my
pile is more or less a matter of private
interest >

“Exacily Bo, And T am very BOTTY

“No more a].mlug'ws. my dear f'lah.
1 bep of ¥you” gaid Mr Slm;pmn in hix

I §
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very grandest maaner. “In faot, T
am rather proud of the level-headed-
ness 1 ah d on one jon, which
has enabled me ever sinee to live the
life of & gentlrman. You know I have
always maintained that in the world
of finance chunces happen to & man
that he would not get elsewhere,”

“Yen. | remember you looked down
upon law a3 being too slow.”

“I did. And &o it is. Youn don't
have the chancee you have im the
financial world, though I admit there
are pickings to be had Eometimen,
Shall I tell you how I managed o
snare the oof-bird?”

Blockwood saw that the ehampagne
was having ite effect, and he hesitated
abont accepting the confidences of &
man in that conditien.

“Thanks, old man,” he said drily,
“but I'm afraid your experiences would
not be of much nre ta me.”

“Dare eay not. Such chances don't
grow on every bush. But it’s the he-
ing able to take advantage of the
opportunity when it comes; that's the
thing, my boy."”

Blackwood saw that the fellow wan
simply dying to expatiate on hiz own
clevernesa, 0 he curtly told him to
‘“fire away.”

“It was not lomg after T went up
to town,” began Mr Bimpson, “that
I was connected with the fleating of
one of our largest mining companies,
You'll excuse my mentloning names,
won't yom? Well, this mine was not
one of those miserable wildeat things
that are foated by the dozen, but a
genuine firstclass article, which has
been paying handsome dividends for
years. Iwasina golicitor's office then,
and the prospectus was put before us
__that i to say, my prineipals—in the
way of business. The vendors of the
mine were willing to take the greater
part of the payment in shares, but
they needed zome capitsl, for they
thadn’t a penny between them, so far
as I could make out, and of course
they needed capital to work the mine.
And one of them, I remember, wanted
ready money. The other preferred
shares, because he had faith in the
mine. Apd he was right.”

“Well, after a bit the company was
floated, and before lomg there were
rumours flying about that there was
something fishy about it.”

“But I thought you said it wae a
good, honest mine,™ interrupted Black-
wood.

“The mine was right enough, you
Juggine” retorted Mr Simpson. “It
wae the title of the vendors that was
said to be a trifle queer. I put oue or
two questions to oue of the vendors—I
think I mentioned that there wera two
—and he locked so scared tbat I felt
convinced that there was something
seriously wrong. So I went to the ex-
pense of engaging A man out in Aus-
tralia to make inquiries for me on the
spot—on behall of persons interested,
of course. And what do you think
was the result? I found that the men
who had sold this mine—worth nearly
# million of money, mark you—had oo
more right to it than you or I have ai
this moment!”

“Good Hewvens!” exclaimed Black-
woad,

Mr Simpson, greatly pleased with
the effect he had produced, leaned
pack in his chair and folded his arms,
enjoying the look of undisguised as-
tonishment on his friend’s face.

“They were a pair of downy ones, 1
ean tell you,” said Mr Simpson, un-
folding his arms, and resting them on
the table in his former attitude,

“But T thought those mining titles
had to be registered in the colony,” ob-
serverd Blackwood.

wSp they have; and so far as the title
was a copy of the Register out there
it was all right. But the flaw went
deeper than that. The vendors were
nut the original discoverera of the
mine, The mun who discovered it had
registered his claim in proper form,
and shortly afterwards the two mrn
1 have been speaking of-—the vendors
to the Company—registered an assign-
ment of his elaim in their favour.”

“And wome people doubted the val-
idity of the wasignment?”

“Well, very few folks knew B8 much
ae T have been telling you now. There
were vague rumours that all wasa naot
square; and at one time these rumourk
made the whares jump up and down 1o
any extent; so most men believed that
they had been pul about for that very
purpose—aee?” . A

“[ gee. Tut what was wrong with
the assignment?”

“Only this—that
dnted the day mfter the death of the
mwan who granted it!"

..... [ ————

jt was aciually .

“That may have been & mistake—a
mere clerical error.”

“f thought that might be wo. But
the matter seemed worth lookiong Into,
And in the first place 1 ascertained be-
yond a doubt that while the assign-
ment was dated May 18th, Grant bhad
been killed on the 17th of May.”

Blackwood had been prepared for
hearing that the assignment was a
forgery, and in a vague way he had
thought that it must be the Lone Gully
mine that 8impson was talking about.
But he wae not prepared for the men-
tion of ithe name of Grant. The word
struck him like & blow, [t scarcely
needed the phrase “had been killed”
which Simpson had used to tell him
that he had been speaking of Sybil’s
father,

For a moment he fell hall-bew!ll-
dered, but quickly recovering himself,
he said—*“They mnat have been impu-
dent scoundrels] What made them so
careless, do you suppose??

“I'm not sure that it was careless-
ness. Perhaps they had knowledge of
something that made it 1mpossible
that a genuine assignment eould have
been executed earlier—for example, if
the vendor had been trymg to sell the
mine elsewhere, and they thought the
falge date necessary. But that’s all
guesswork on my part. Either
through accident or by design the falge
date was there in black and white.”

“And what did you do next?” asked
Klackwood.

“Now, what do you think I did de?”
demanded Mr Simpson, setting his
head askew, and leering at the lawyer
in an insinuating way. “What would
you have done, old Blackbird?"

“I'd have warned my principals—or
perbaps laid the matter before the
Director of Prosecutions, or whatever
they call him.”

“And got the sack for your pains,
and werve you right!™ exclaimed Bimp-
son, conlemptuously. XNot me! Not
much! No. I set myseif to discover
some real, genuine, undoubted speci-
mens of the handwriting of this man
Grant—there now, the name is out,
and I didn’t intend te let it slip!” eried
the ingenvous youth. *Bui I know 1
am safe with you, old man. You're
not the one to give away an old pal.
Where was I? Oh, yes—I got some
letters of his, after a lot of troubte and
writing backwards and forwards, get-
ting them identified by affidavit, and
all the rest of it. At last it was done,
And it was as plain as the nose on
your face from a comparison of the
handwriting that the assignment was
a rank, paipable forgery! A forgery
that couldn’t have decelved a child, if
it had been anyone’s interest to raise
the question whether the assignment
on which the whole thing rested was
genuine or not.”

“And what did you do then?”

“What did I do? 1 waited till the
thing was in full swing, and money
was coming in freely. Then T bought
& shure or two, 50 a3 to give me & locns
stundi, do you sgee?—and then went
and interviewed the chairmar— the
vendor—the forger, I have no doubt,

“T didn't beat ubout the bush, I can
tell you, I simply said, 'Look here,
my fine fellow, you have been and put
your foot in it. I have you on toast.
And now you many take your choice
between prying me one thousand
pounds per annum, in egual quarterly

yments, or standing your trial at
ihe 0ld Builey on a charge of forgery,
traud, and conspiracy?"’

“And how did he take it?”

“(h, at Arst he mounted the high
horee—would give me in charge for at-
tempting to obtain money, et cetera,
et cetera.

“*Yes, I am attempting to obtain
maney,” gays I, ‘and don't you forget
it. And what's more, I rather think 1
ghall obtain it. What do you think,
my good eir?” My word, you should
have seen his face when he tumbled to
it that I was in earnest, and wasn't tu
be frightened off! He was mad, [
can tell you. But in the long run he
knuckled under—he had to—and he
pays me the one thousand per annum
ag regular as clockwork. And now I
am like to bite my flngers off that I
dido't make it two thousand while I
was about it.”

“You might make it two thousand
even pow,” said the lawyer, sarcasti-
cnllev
“What do you take me for?" de
manded Mr Bimpson, sepuming the at-
titude of an aggrieved mnd combative
man. *“It seems to me that you want
to make me out a regular black-
mailer!"” :

Blackwood npearly burst joto a
laugh at the rascal’s transparent self-

deception; but he reatrained himself,
for he reflocted that My Simpson
might have it in his power to L
valuable friend or & dangerous enemy.

Finding that it was sar Binpson's
intention to return to London on e
following day, he took the precaation
of obtaining from his his town ad-
dress, and shortly afterwards -
suaded the young man, who huad u'.l’fen
ubout as much wine as he could carry,
1o to his hotel.

en John Hlackwood went home,
and lay awake, notwithstanding his
fatigue, for the greater part of the
night, thinking. And somehow hia
thoughta always came buck 1o the
same point—"Suppose that I follow up
this and find it is not only correct but
demonstrably ¢orrect; supposs that 1
succeed in recovering the greater part
of this valuable property for 8ybil
She will be a very wealthy woman—a
great heiress, in fact. Ia it likely that,
living in luxury, and with erowds of
admirers at her feet, she will care to
remember the obscure Glasgow lawyer
who served her? Tt im not likely. It
would not be fair to expect that she
should look at me a second time—not
in that way. Friendly and grateful,
and all that, she would be, I am sure.
But the sober fact is that if she re-
ecovers the mine, which Mitchell has
apparently stolen from her father, she
will be asm much above me as a prin-
eeps is above a baker's bay.”

And with this unpleasant convie-
tion haunting his mind he lay and
toesed from side to side till the winter
dawn erept through the amoke enrtain
to tell him that a new day had been
born,

CHAPTER XXIV.
THE SCHEMING OF LOUIS DURANT.

Louia Durant was a soldier of For-
tune, and being liberally provided

with braine, and belpg free from any-
thing resembling & scruple of con-
l&;ience. he had made m very good fight
of it.

He was an Englishman only on the
mother's side, but as hia father had
been nothing to boast of in any way,
he hud loug since kept his Freach par-
entage as much in the buckgroumsmu
jrannible, Onpe thing, however, he had
inherited from his futher—his artistic
tempersinent. It mattered little that
the pictures he painted were very bad
ones, and that he could not really play
the violin—the instrument he specially
affected—tor he firmly believed that
he was a true artist, and was happy in
hin belief.

He had been for many years conver-
sant with the shady side of flnance;
and though he affected to dispiss
money grubbers and thelr ways, and
to devote himsel! to art, he was de-
pendent on his own earnings—or hls
own f#ichings—for his bread and
butter.

When he was asked by the pro-
moters of the Lone Gully Mining Com-
pany to make a report on the title of
the vendors, he gnita understood that
his report must be » satisfactory ene
t» hig employers, and he waa ready
to muke his report accordingly. He
had his reward in A liheral grant of
shares in the company, which had
placed him for some years beyond the
reach of want. But his money was
ecoming to an end. Henca his eourt-
ship of Miss Dalrymple. He thought he
knew enough of Alexander Mitchell’s
secret to make it impossible for that
gentleman to refuse to glve him a fair
sum with his niece.

But he had fallen in love with Sybil
Grant, #nd he had conceived that it
was possible to gain a far larger sum
than he could hope to obtain by mar-
rying Miss Dalrymple by taking up
Sybil’s canse, and making it his own.
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Ae knew that Sidney Grant™s futher
had been the original awner of the
Tone tiully mine, Bome years before
he had ween  Sidney Grant, aml al-
though he scarcely remembersd her.
he felt tolerably certain that the
charming youny lady who came to the
Casatle in her nume wan not the Sidney
Grant he had once been introduced
to. He maid nothing, however, pre-
ferring to turn his suspicion into eer-
tainty, and then see what use he conld
make of his knowledge bhefore he
acted.

The evident partiality of the Hon.
Ronald Xeith for Sybil had torced hie
hand: and after declaring himself to
Sybil he had left the Castle, deter-
mined to discover what in reality was
the nature of the claim which she had
upen Mr, Mitchell. If, as he suspect-
ed, she was entitled to the mine
which Mitchell and MePhail had sold
to the Lone Gully Company, he would
be in a mapnificent position for mak-
ing terme with her. FEither out of
gratitude, or out of a regard for her
own intereats, Syhil would be sure to’
linten to him when he let her see that
her success depended upon him. And
{as her husband} the immense for-
tune he meant to win for her would

- practieally belong to him.

This wae bis scheme: and this was
the reason why he was 8¢ anxicus to
know whether Sybil had any papers
belonging to her father in her posses-
sion. X

Durant had made np his mind that
if pecessary he would go to Austra-
lia: but he found that by the help of
the telegraph cable he could direct
his inquiries from London, and be did
this to such advantage that one day
in December he issued from a certain
office in a back street in the city with
his face radiant, He had penetrated

the sectet which he had wilfnlly re--

frained from investigating when he
pretended to examine the title of the
T.one Gully Compahy and their mine,
and he told himself that now he held
that old rascal Mitchell in the hollow
of his hand.

Tn the joy of his heart Durant went
to the best restaurant he eould find in
the ecity, and treated himself to the
most dainty luncheon the house eould
supply, with an adequate allowance
of champagne. He then lit a cigar.
and passed half an hour in Tonning
over the columns of the evening jour-
nals. As he wag about to throw down
the last of them, the following adver-
tisement caught his eye:

“Signor Zucatti, Professor of Palm-
istry, Astrology, and the Allied Arts,
receives every morning from eleven to
one, and every afternoon from four
to seven. Those who consult the Pro-
fessor may rely on the strictest con-
fidence being maintained concerning
their affairs.”

“By Jowve,” said Durant to hh‘r:selt.
tossing down the mnewspaper. -“‘that
wasd the Ttulian fellow I eaw with By-
bil the firet time 1 saw her. I remem-
her T recognised him as the wman whe
was acvused of being concerned in a
murder in Italy. I wonder what con-
nection there can have been between
him and Sybil. Suppose 1 were to go
to see him, and nnder pretence of con-
aufting kim try to find cut——. HBah!
is it worth while?”

He almont decided that he wonld let
the Ttalian alone; but he had nothing
particular to do that afternoon: and
he enced by making up his mind to
pay the Professor a visit. Even if he
learned  mnothing about  Sybil. he
thought the man’s pretensions to mys-

tical lore might be amusing. So he’

asked a waniter to call a hansom, and
gave the cabman the address of the
Profersor’s house.

(To he continued.)

Ladles Travelling and for Home Use.
For Health

and Comfort, p

HARTMARN'S e
TOWELETTES,

1n § sires a0d Special Muke for Accchements.
To e ohtained from all Prapers, Chemi-ls and Stores
Wholesale from the Jeading Lmusrrers,

Harumann's Depot ! 38, THAvizs INN, LoNpon, TG,

Antiseptia
Absorbent

Copyright Biary.

On the Leadss
- I Ghost £é@ryo

Ca @ e

By S. BARING.GOULD.

Author of ** Mehalah,” ** Johy Herting,” ete.

Having realised a competence jin
Anstralin, snd having a  hankering
atter country lite for the remainder of
my dayn in the ald home, on my re-
turn to England I went to an agent
with the abject of renting a house
with shooting attached, over at least
three thonsand sores, with the option
of a purchuse sheould the place suit
me, I was no more intending to buy
a country went without having tried
what it waa like, than is a king dis-
posed to go to war withont knowing
something of the foree that ¢an be
brought against himn. I was rather
taken with photographs of a manor
called Fernweod. and T was still fur-
ther engaged when T saw the place it-
=¢1f on a beautifnl Oetober day, when
Ht. Luoke's summer was tnrning the
country into a worid of rainbow tints
uneter 4 warim sun, and a soft vapor-
ous hlue haze tinted all shadows co-
Lalt, and gave to the hills a statelis
ness that made them look like moun-
tains. Fernwood was an old house,
built in the shape of the letter H,,
and -therefore, presumably, dating
fromw the time of the early. Tudor
mounarchs. The porch opened into
the hall which wus on the left of the

cross stroke, and the drawing room.

was on the right. There was one in-
convenience about the house; it had
a staircase at each extremity of the
cross stroke, and there was no upstair
communication  hetween the two
wings of the mansion. But as a prac-
tival’ mun, T saw how this might be
remedied. The front deor faced the
south, anid the hall was windowless
on the north. Nothing easier than to
run a corridor along at the back, giv.
ing communication both upstairs and
fdownstairs, without passing through
the hall. The whole thing could be
tlone for, ut the outside, two hundred
pounds, and would be ne disfigure-
ment to the place. 1 agreed to be-
come tenant of Fernwood for a twelve-
month, in which time | should be able
to judge whether the place would =uit
me, the neighbours be pleasant. and
the colimate ugree with my wife. We
went down to Fernwoed at once, and
settled ourselves comfortably in by
the first week in November,

The house wag furpished, it was the
property of an elderly gentlemun. a
hachelor named Framett, who lived in
ropms in Town, and apent most of his
titue at the e¢lub. ‘He was supposed to
have been jilted by his intended, after
whicl he eschewed female society, and
remained unmarried. .

T valled on him betore taking up
our residence at Fernwood., and found
him a somewhat hlase. languid.

culdblom]ed ereature, not st all proud”

of having # noble manor house that
had belonge=l to his family for four
venturies; very willing to sell it, so
4% to upite # cousin who calculated on
coming in for the estate, and whom
Mr Framett. with the malignity that
ix sometimen found in old people, was
particalarly desirous of disappointing.

“The house has been. let before, T
suppase.” said L

“Oh, yes.” he replied indifferently,
“f lwlieve wr. peveral timen.”

“Far Jong? .

“No—n. | helieve, not for long.”

“Have the tenants had any particen-
lar reasons for not remaining  on
there—if 1 mny be g0 bold as to in-
quire?™

“All people hure resmons to offer,
bBut what they offer yon are not swap-
posed to Teoeive ar gennine.”

I cenlil pet no more from him than
this. “1 think, wir, if T were you [
wonld not go down to Fernwoeod till
ufter November was out.™

“Rut,” said I, I want the shooting.”

“Ah. to be sure—the shooting, ah!
I should have preferred if you could
have waited till December began.”

“That would not guit me,” 1 said,
and so the matter ended.

When we were settled fn, we oeen-

- pied the right wing of the house. The

left, or west wing was but scantily
furnished, and looked cheerless, as
thongh rarely tenanted. We were not
4 large family, my wife and myself
nlone; there was consequently ample
aceommaodation in the east wing for
us. The -servants were placed above
the kitehen, in a portion of the house
I have not yet described, 1t was a
half wing, if T may so describe it
built on the north side parallel with
the upper arm of the western limb of
the hall, and the H. This block had
a gable to the north like the wings,
and a broad lead valley was bedween
them. that, as T learned from the
agent, had to be attended to after the

fall of the leaf, and in times of snow,’

to clear it

Access to' this valley could be had
from within, by means of a little win-
dow in the rocf. formed as B dormer.
A short ladder allowed anyone to as-
cend from the passage to this window
and open or shut it. The western atair-
case gave access to this passage, from
which the servants’ rooms in the new
Llock were reached, as also the un-
tenanted apartments in the old wing.
Aud as there were no windows in the
extremities of this passage that ran
due narth and south, it derived all its
light from the afore-mentioned dor-
mwer window,

One night, after we had been in the
house about a week, I was sitting up
smoking with a little whisky and wa-
ter at my elbow, reading a review of
an absard, ignorantly written book on
New South Wales, when I heard a tap
at the door, and the parlour maid
came in. and said in a nervous tone of
voice: "“Reg your pardon, sir, but
cock nor T, nor none of us dare go to
bed,”

"Why not?" I asked, looking up 1
surprise,

“Please, sir, we durso’t go into the
passage to get to our rooms.”

“Whatever is the matter with the -

passage "

“0h, nothing, sir. with the passage.
Would you mind, sir, just coming to
see? We don’t know what to make ot
it

I put down my review with a grunt
of dissatisfaction, Iaid my pipe aside,
and followed the maid.

She led me through the hall, and vp
the staircase at the western extrem-
itys

Ot reaching the upper landing I saw
#]1 the maide there in a cluster, and
all evidently mueh scared.

“Whutever is all this
ahout?” I asked.

*I"lense, sir, will you look? We can't
sy

The parlourmaid pointed to an ob-
jong patch of moonlight on the ‘wall
of the passage. The night was cloud-
less, #nd the full moon shone slant-
ing in through the dormer, and pain:-
ed a Drilliant silver atrip on the wall
oppoaite,  The window being on the
side of the roof to the east, we coula
oot s#ee that, but did see the light
thrown through it agairst the wall
This pateh of reflected light was abour
seven feet abore the floor,

The window itsel{ waa some ten feet
np. and the pussage was but four fees
witle. | enter into these particulars
for reasulis that will presently appear,

The window wua divided into three
purts by wooden mullions, and wus
vomposed of four punes of glasa 1n
ench compartment,

Xow [ could distinetly see the reflec-

nonsense

tion of the maoa through the window
with the black bata up and down, and
the division of the panen. But I maw
more than that; I saw the shadow af
a lean urm with a hund and thin
]mpgthy fingers across a portion of the
window, apparently groping at where
wue the Jutch by which the casement
vould be opened.

My impression mt the moment was
that there was a burglar on the leadn,
trying to eater the house by means of
this dormer.

Without & minute's hesitation I ran
lota the passage and looked np at the
window, but could see only a portion
of it, as In shape it waa low, though
hroad, and, as already stated, was set
ut m great height. But at that mo-
ment something fluttered past it, like
a rush of Aapping draperies, obscur-
ing the light.

I had placed the ladder, which §

-found hooked up to the wall, in posl-
tiaw, and planted my foot on the low-
est rung, when my wife arrived. She
had been alarmed by the housemaig,
#nd now she clung to me, and protest-
vd that 1T was not to ascend without
my pistol.

To eatisfy her 1 got my Colt's re-
volver, that I always kept loaded, ana
then, Lu! only hesitatingly, did she ar-
low me to mount. I ascended to the
casement, unhasped it, and looked out,
I could see nothing. The ladder was
overshort, and it required an effort
to heave oneself from it, through the
caxement on the leads, [ am stout,
and not as nimble as I was when
younger.,  After one or two efforts,
and after presenting from bhelow an
appearance that would have provoked
laughter ut any other time, I suecceed-
ed iu geiting through and upon the
lesds,

1 looked up and down the valiey—
there was absolutely nothing to be
seen except un accumulation of leaves
cartied there from the trees that were
shedding their foliage.

The sitnation was westly puzzling.
As far as I could judge there was na
way off the roof, no other window
opening into the valley. I gid not go
along upon the leads, ns it was night,
amd the mooplight is  tremcherous,
Moreoser, I wus wholly unacquainted
with the arrangement of the roof, and
had no wish to risk a fall.

1 descended from the window with
my feet groping for the u Tu
of the ladder iﬂgn. manner :’;?:: m;rg
grotesque than my ascent through the
casement, but oeither my wife—usm-
ally  extremely alive to anything
ridioulous in my appearance—mor the
domestica were in a moot to make
werry. 1 fastemed the window after
me, and had hardly reached the bot-
tom of the ladder before again a shad-
ow flickered acrose the patch of moon-
light. .

I was fairly perplexal aml stood
musing. Then I recalled that imoed!-
ately behind the house the ground
roke; that, in fact, the house lay nnder
a considerable hill. It was just pos-
sible by uscending the slope to reach
the level of the guiter and rake the
leuds from one extremity to the other
with my eye,

1 mentioned this t© my wife, and at
once the whole wet of maids trailed
duvwn the stairs after us. They were
afraid to remain in. the pussage, and
they were curious to see if there really
Were pome person O the lends,

We went ont at the back of the house
and ascended the bank till we were on
a level with the broad gutter between
the gables. I mow saw that this gut-
ter did not run etraight, but stopped
apgaingt the huil roof; comvequently,
unless there were some opening of
which | knew mothing, the person on
the leads could not leave the place,
#avie by the dormer window when
vpen, or by swarming down the fall
pipe.

It at once oecurred to me that If
what I had szeen were the shadow of
A burglar he might have mounted by
means of the main water pipe. But if
0, how had he vanished the moment
my head wes ded through the
window? And how was it that I had
#een the shudow flicker past the light
immediately after 1 had descended the
ladder? It wuas comceivable that the
man  had concealed himself in  the
shadow of the hall roof amd had taken
Advantage of my withdrawal to run
paxt the window eo ae to reach the
fall pipe and let himself down by that.

I could, howeevr, see Do O1e runming
awdy, 45 1 must have dome poing out-
dide go soon after his muppoesd de-
scent.

But the whole affair became more
perplexing when, looking towarla the
leads, I saw in the moonlight some-
thiog with fluttering garments run-
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ning up and down them.

‘there could be po méatake, ‘The
object was & woman, snd her gwi-
ments were in tatterw, We could Dot
henr a sound. i

1 loocked round at my wife and the
servants. Thev saw this weird objeot
aa distinctly as myself. 1t wus nrore
like a gigantic bat than a human
wing; and yet that it was a woman

- we could not doubt, for the arms were
now and then thrown above the head
In wild geaticnlatiowr, and At momsots
a profile wau presented, and then we
saw, o thought we saw, long flapping
hair unbound.

“I must go back to the ladder,” said
L. “You remain where jyou are,
watehing.”

»Ob, Fdwwrd, not slone!” pleaded
my wife,

“My dear, who is to go with me?’

1 went. 1 had left the back door
unlocked, and 1 ssconded the staircase
and entered the pmsmage. Again I saw
the shudow flicker past the moonlit
patch on the wall opposite the win-
dow.

I ascended the ladder and opened
the cusement.

Then I heard the. clock in the hall
strike one,

I heaved myself up to the wiil with
labour and endeavoured to
thrust my short body through the
window when I heard feet on the
gtairs,. and next momeny my wile's
voice from below, at the foot of the
ladder. *“Oh, Edward, Fdward! please
do mot go out there again. [t has
vanished, all at once. There is no-
thing there now to be seen.”

I returned, touched the ladder temt-
utively with my feet, refastened the
window, and descended, perhaps in-
elegantly. I then went down with my
wife, and with her returned up the
bank to the spot where stood clustered
QU ServAN(S,

They had seen mothing further, and
although I remained on the aspot
watching for halt an hour I saw no-
thing more,

The muids were too frighteisd to
2o to bed, and =0 agreed to sit up in
the kitchen for the rest of the night by
a good fire, and [ gave themn a bottle
of sherry to mull and make them-
selves comfortable upon and to help
them to recover their couruge. :

Although 1 went to bed 1 could not
sleep. I was completely batHed by
what 1 had seen. I cousld in ne way
explain what the object was and how
it hud left the leads.

Next day 1 sent for the
mason and asked him to ==t & long lad-
der against the well head of the fali
pipe, anid examine the valley between
the gables. At the same time 1 woull
mount 1o the litlle window and con-
template proceedings through that.

The man had to send for a ladder
sufficiently long, and that ocoupied
some time. However, at length he had
it planted, and then mounted. YWhen
he approached the dormer window

“Give me a hand,” said I, *and haul
me up; 1 would like to satisfy mysell
with my own eyes, that there 1s mo
other meuns of geting wpon or leaving

" the leads™

He took me under both shoulders,
and heaved me out, and I stood with
him in the broad lead gutter.

“There’s m«¢ other opening what-
ever,” said he, “and Lord love yon, sir,
I believe that what you saw was no
more than this” ahd be peinted to a

branch of a noble cedar that grew

hard by the west side of the house.

“] warrant, sir,” said he, “that what
you saw was this here bough as has
heen carried by a storm and thrown
here—and the wind last night swept it
up and down the leads"

“But was there any wind?” I asked.
“I do not remember that there was.”

1 can't say,” said he; “before
twelve o’clock 1 was fast asleep, and it
might have blown a ga{e and I hear
nothing of it.”

“I suppose there roust have been
some wind,” said I, *ana that I was
too surprised, and—the women too
frightened, to observe i1, 1 laughed.
“So this marvellous spectral pheno-

men receives s very prosaic and natu- °

ral explanation. Mason, throw dewn
the bough, and we will burn it to-
night.”

The branch was cast over the ledge,
and fell at the back of the house I
left the leads, descended, sud going
out, picked up the cedar branch,
brought it ioto the hull, summoned
the eervants, and said, derisively—
“Here ia an illustration of the way in
whirth weak minded women get
scared. Now we will burn the burglar
or ghost that we saw, Tt turns out to
be nothing but this branch, blown np
snd down the leads by the wind.”

village’

“But, Edward,” said my wife, “there
was pot & breath stirring.”™

“Fhere mut have been. Only where
wi were we were sheltered, and did
not observe i1, Aloft, it Dlew woross the
roofs, and forwmed an eddy that cuught
the broken bough, litud it, carried it
first one way, then spun It round and
earried it the reverse way. In fact
the wind hetween the two roofs as-
sumed o spiral movement. 1 hope now
you are all sutisfied. - I am.”

Ro the bough was purnt, and our
fenrs—1 mean those nf the females,
were allayed.

In the evening, after dinner, aa [ sut
with my wife, &he anid ro me, “Half
a bottle would have been enough, Ed-
waord. Indeed, 1 think half a bottle wan
too much: you should naot give the
girls a liking for sherry, It may leund
to had rewults. If it bad been elder-
berr::,' wine that would have beendiffer
ent.”

“Fut there ix no elderberry wine in
the house,” I objected.

“Well; I hope no harm will come of
it, but 1 greatly mistrimt—"

“Flease, sir, it’s there again.”

The parlour maid with a blanched
face waa at the door. o

“Nonsense,"” said I, “we burnt iL.”

“This comen of the sherry,” obaery-
ed my wife. “They will be seeing
ghosts every night*

“But, my dear, you saw it as well
a8 myself!™

I rose, my wife foliowed, and we
went to the landing ae before, and
aure enough, against the patch of
moonlight cast through the window in
the roof, was the arm again, and then
a flutter of shadows, as 1t cast by
garments.

*“It was not the bough.,” said my
wife, “If this had been seen immedia-
tely after the gherry, f should not
have been surprised, but—as it is pow
it is most extraordinary,™

“I'll have this part of the house shut
up,” said I. Then [ bade the maids
once more spend the night in tne

kitchen, “and make themselves lively .

on tea,” I said—for I knew my wife
would not allow of another bottle of
sherry being given them. “To-morrow
your beds shall be moved to the Kast
wing™

“Heg pardon,” <caid the cook, I
speinks in the name of all. We don't
think we ¢an remain in the house, but
mnust leave the situation.”

“That comes of the tea,” said 1 to my
wife. “Now,” to the cook, “as you have
had unather fright—I will let you have
a boltle of muiled port to-night.”

_"h‘:r," suld the cook, “if you can get
rid of the ghost, we don’t want to
leave so good a muster. We withdraw
the notice.”

Next day I had all the servants”
goods transferred to the east wing,
#nd rooms were fitted up for them to
sleep in. As their portion of the
house was completely cut off from the
west wing, the zlurm of the domestics
died away. :

A heavy stormy rain came on next
week, the first token of winter misery.

I then found that—whether caused
by the cedar bough, or by the mnailed
hoots of the mason, I cannot say, but
the lead of the valley between the
roofs was torn, and water came in,
streaming down the walls, and threat-
entng to severely damage the ceilings,
T hed to send for a plumbe®, as soon
af the weather mended. At the same
time I started for town to see Mr.
Framett. I had made up my mind
that Fernwood was not suitable, and
by the terms of my agreement 1
might be off my bargain it I gave no-
tice the first month, and then my ten-
ancy would be for the six months only.
I found the squire at his club, -

“Ah!” said he, “I told you not to go
thers in November. No one likes Fern-
wood in November, it is all right ut
other times."

“What do you mean?”

“There is no bother except in No-
vember,”

“Why should there be bother, as
you term it, then?"

Mr. Framett shrugged his shoul-
ders. “How the deuce can I tell you?
I've never been a spirit and all that
sort of thing. Mme, Blavatsky might
possibly tell you. I ean’t, But it 18
o fact.” .

“What I8 a fact?”

“Why, that there is no apparition
at any other time. It is only ino Novem-
ber, when she met with a little mis-
fortune, That iy when she le seen.”

“Who is seen?"

“My Aunt Eliza—] mean my great
sunt.” N

“You speak ‘mysteries.”

“1 don't know much sbout it, and
eare Jeis™ wmid Mr. Framett, and
culled for a len wquach, “kt wae
thiv. 1 had a grest munt whoe was de-
runged. ‘'he tawmily kept it quiet, and
did not send her to an sasylum, but
fastened her in u room in the west
wing. You see, thut part of the houne
is much separated from 1he rest, !
believe she wag rather shabbily treas.
ed, but ahe wae difficult to manage,
anicl tore her clothes to pieces. Some-
how rRhe succeeded in getting out om
the roof, and would race up and down
there. They allowed her to do so, as
by that meana she obtained fresh air
Hut one night in November she seram-
bled up there, and, I believe, tumbice
over. It waes hushed up. Borry yun
went there in November. I shaulg
have liked you to buy the place. 1
am sick of it.”

I did buy Fernwood. What decided
me .wag thin; The plumbers, in mend-
ing the leade, with that ingenuity to
dn mischief which they sometimen dls-
play, succeeded in setting fire to the
raof, aud the result was thal the west
wing was burnt down. Happily, n
will sp completely wepurated the wing
from the rest of the house—that the

firv waw arrested. The wing was not
rebuilt, mnd |—rhinking, with the dis-
apjwarance of the leads, that I should
e freedd foomm the  apparition that
haunted them. purchased Fernwood.
I am happy 1o way we have been undis-
turbcd aisew,

(The end.)

Herr Rassmussen's
ALFALINE_
Herbal Remedies.

[Mors marvallonsly sucorsntul amd offuce
tusl tham aver il Have besn bafets L
Publlc ( VER FPaurtsen Years, asd

OQURHD THOUSANDSE.

Rheumntiom, Pliss, Kidneys, stc.
A S Hal lhn-:i for sach complaint.
tSend for Book (posted fres)tantainlog valuable
Information snd testlmonk Advice

Corraipo Strictly Com,

HERR RASSMUBSBEN,

91 Lambion Quay, WELLINGTON,
ONLY PLACE ln New Esaland where
LFALINE REMEDIER ware obtalnable,

THE LADIES’ COLLEGE, REMUERA,

- FOR GIRLS OF ALL AGES.
Hemoved to the beautiful and extenslye property known As Cleveland Hnouwe {fAve

minutes walk

from former position).

This Flrat-cluss Private Schoel provides modern high-clasa Edoeatlon and moral

truining. oa ristlan  bhuat

Unsectariap principles.

Home-1life s combined with the culture and diaciplicary lnfloences of School, under

unteroal
Fuli

Fuorglgn,
P

aupervision and with #elécted
Btaff «f Realdent aod Vialting

compnnioastlp.
Prafeesors anod (Jovernesses—English and

rospectuses on spplcation of Messrs. Upton & Co., or Priocipal,

MRS, 8.

A, MOORE-JONES,

M.RCP, MM, CMI, BK.

KING'S COLLEGE, AUCKLAND.

BOARDING AND DAY SOHOOL FOR BOYB.

Visltor—REEY.

Prloelpal—MH.
domn). Apalated by a Btaff of thirteen

Prospectuses may be obiulned from the I'rioclpul,

Upton & Co.,

w.
URAHAM BRUCE, B.A. (wlth Hemours of the Unlversity of Loa-

BEATTY, M.A.

Musters, of whom five are residext.

SUCCESDES,
189708,
[ Four Roys, Henlur

Civil S8ervice

| Twonty-three Boys,
Junlor Civil Ser.
vioa

Kight Boys, Matricu-
Intlon

Two Boysqualitied for
Board of Kduoation
S8snior Boholar-
shipe, 1899, obtaln-
ing fourth and firth
Places,

or au appllcation to Memars
L

Queen Bireel,



THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

Saturday, December 39, 1900,

BAD CHIARACTER SUIT.

By FLORA ANNIE STEEL,

A flood of blistering yellow sunshine
was pouring down oun to the prostrate
body of Private George Offord as he
lay on hix back, drunk, in an odd little
corner between two coock-room walle
in the urick aquare, and & stream
of tepid weter from a skin bag was
1alling on his head ns Peroo, the
=bLhisti,” wiond over him, directing the
erystal curve now on his forehead,
pow scientifically on his eara. The‘only
resalt, howcver, being that Private
George Offord tried unavailingly to
scratcl: them; then awore unintelli-
gibly.

Peroo twisted the nozzle of the
“mugsuck” lo dryness, and knelt down
beside the slack strength in the duat.
S0, kueeling, hia glistaning curved
brown body got mixed up with the
glistening curved brown waler-bag
he carried, until at first sight he seem-
ed & nmonslreus spider preying oo a
vietim: for his arms and legs were
skinny.

“Snhib!"” he said, touching his mus
ter on the sleeve. It was a very white
slecve, and the buttona apd belts and
bucklea all glistened white or gold in
ihe pearching sunlight; for Peroo saw
to them, as he saw to most things
about Frivate Offord, body and soul
Why, God kunows, except that George
Oftord had once—for his own amuse-
meut—whuacked 8 man who, for l.liS-
wus whacking Peroo, The fact being
that the offender happened to be one
of the best bruisers in the _reglment,
and Geoege Offord, who waa in a sob.r
bout, wunte! to beat him, which he
did.

There waa Do obe in sight ; nothing
save the walls, and an offensively
cheerful eastor-pil bush which grew,
greener than any bay-tree, in one
angle, sending splay fingers of sha-
dow elose to Private Oiford's he.ad,
as if it wished to aid in the cooling
process. But  despite the solitude,
T*eroo’'s touch con the white sleeve was
devoroug, his voice deference itself,

“Sal-eeb!” he repeated. "If the
‘Huzoor' does not get up soon, the
Captain will find the master on the
grorud, when he passes to ratioms.
And that is unnecessary.”

He might as well have spoken to the
dead. George Offord's face, relieved of
{he dcuche treatment, seftled down to
placid, contented sleep. It was not &
bad face; indeed, considering the
habits of the man, it was singuiarly
fine aud clear-cut. In youth it had
evidently been a superlatively hand-
some one also.

Perog waited a minute or two, then
undid the poezie of bis skin bag once
more, and drenched the slack body
and the dust around it

* What a tyraony is here!™ he mut-
tered to himself, the wrinkles on hils
‘forehead giving him the perplexed
look of a baby monkey; *yet the mas-
ter will die of sunstroke if he be not
removed, ‘Hai! hail’ What is it to
eat forbidden fruit, and find it =&
turnip!”

With which remark he limped off
methodically to the quarter-guard and
.gove notice that Private George
Offord was lying dead drunk between
eook-rooms Nos, 7 and 8, after which
he limped on as methodically about
his regular duty, which wag the filling
of regimental water-pots.  What else
was there to be done? The special
master—whom he had elected to serve
between whiles—would certainiy not
want his pervices for a month or two
at least, since that period would be
spent in elink: for Private (George
Otford was an habitual offender,

Buch a very habitual offender, In-
deed, that when the adjutant and the
colonel eonferred over this last offence,
even (iriffiths, the second Major, had
not a word to say,
#tood (Mford's friend many s ‘tlme
to the extent even of getting him
re-enliated in India—a most unusual
favour—when, after an interva] of dis-
charge, he had turned up at his ex-
<aptain’s bungnlow begging to be tak-
en on, and averring that he had merved
his way out to India before the maat

though he bad,

in that hope, since enlintment at the
depot might take him to the other
hattalion. The stery, so the mdjutant
had said, was palpably false; but the
silent litile major hud got the colone]
to consent, and so Private

{Hford—who was an idea] soldier to
look at—had given the master tailor
no end of trouble about the fit of his
uniform; for he was a bit of & dandy
when he was sober. But now, even
Major Griftithe felt the limit of for-
bearance was past; nor could a eourt-
martial be expected to take into con-
sideration the tyivial fact which lay at
the bottom of the observant little
major's mercy: namely, that though
when he was sober George Offord was
a dandy, when he waes drunk—or ra-
ther in the stage which precedes actual
drunkenness—he was a gentleman,
Vulguarity of speech slipped from him
then; and even when he was passing
into the condition in which there is
no gpeech he would excuse hiz own
lapses from strict decorum with almoat
pathetic apologiea. “It is no excuse,
1 know, gir,” he would say, with a
charméing regretful dignity, “but L
have bad a very chequered career—a
very chequered career indeed.”

That was true; and one of the black
#sijuares of the chessboard of life. was
his now, for the court-martial which
sentenced Private George Offord to but
a short punishment, adding this rider,
that he was to be * thereinafter dis«
missed from Her Majesty's service,”

“He js quite incorrigible,” paid the
colonel, “and as we are pretty certain
of going up to punish those
scoundreis on the frontier as soon aa
the weather cools, we had better get
rid of him, The regiment mustn’t have
a speck anywhere, and his sort spoils
the youngsters’”
The major nodded. .
S0 Private George Offord got his
ismissal; also the bad character suit
of clothes which is the Queen’s last
gift to such as he, -

It was full six weeks after he had
stoud beside that prostrate figure be-
tween ceok-rooms Nos, 7 and 8, that
Peroo was once more engaged io the
same lask, though not in the same
place. And this time the thin stream
of water fulling on George Offord’s face
found it grimed and dirty, and left it
showing ull too clearly the traces of
a fortnight’s debauch. For Perco, be-
ing of a philesophic mind, had told
himself. as he had limped away from
giving information at the quarter-
guard, that now, while his self-con-
stituted master would have ng need
of his services, was the time for him
io toke that leave home which he

_had deferred so long. Therefore, two

of threc days after, he had turned up
at thea quartermaster’s office with the
curious Indian  iostitution, “the
chuugeling,” and preferred his  re-
quest for a holiday. It was granted,
of course: there is no reasom why
leave should not be granted when a
double, willing even to answer to the
same name, stands ready to step into
the original’s shoes, without payment
-—that remaining a bargain between
the doubles ithemselves..

*“Here,” said Peroo, “is my brother.
He is even as myself. Hir character
iz mmine, ¥We are all water-carriers,
and he has done the work for two
days. I will also leave him my skin
bag, so that the FPresence may be
sure it is clean, He is a Peroo alsa”

He mipht have been the FPeroo, so
far &s the gquartermaster’s require-
ments went.  So the original went
home and the copy took his place;
hul ot for the whole two months.
The order for active service, of which
the colonel had spoken, calme sooner
than was expected; and Peroo hearing
of it started back at once for the regi-
ment. A “changeling”™ could pass
muAter in peace, but war required
the reality; besldes, the master would
na doubt be releawed, since he was
furely ioo good fighting material to
i»e left hehind. 8o, at lenst, Peroo
had tol] himwelf; yet there his hero
wus, lyiog la the dust of s by-alley

in the bazasr, in & ragped bad-char
acter suit, while the barrack square
wis alive with men—not half so good
to look at—who eould talk, as the
mules were laden, of the deeds they
were to do!

The wrinkles on Peroc's forehead
grew more like those of & monkey i
arms than ever. Thia was judeed a
tyranny! but st least the Presence
could be moved out of the burming
sun this time, without of necessity
getting him into more trouble. Bo
a few friends were called, and to-
gether they carried George Offord
into the windowless alip of & room
which Peroo locked at four o'clock
in the morning and unlocked at ten
at night; but which, nevertheless,
served him as a home. There was
nothing in it kave a wiribg-bed and &
drivking versel—for Pervo, after his
kind, ate his food at the balzaar; but
that, for the present, waa all the
Englishman required either. So
there Peroo left him in the darkness
and the cocl, safe for the day.

But after that what was to hap-
pen? The problem went with Perco
as he limped about filling the cook-
room water-pots: for on the morrow
he must be filling them on the first
camping ground, fifteen miles away
from that slip of a room where the
master lay. What would become of
his hero then?

The sandy stretehes in which the
barracke &tood were full of mules,
camels, earts, and men of all arms
belonging to the small picked force
which was to march with the one
solid regiment at dawn on their mis-
gion of punishment.

“Pani!’ (water),” shouted a per-
spiring arlilleryman, grappling with
a peculiarly obstinate mule as Peroo
went past with his skin bag. “ ‘“Pani,’
and bring a real 'jildi’ (quickness)
along with it. Wot! you ain’t the
drinken-water, ain't yer? Wot's that
to me?—I ain't one o’ yer bloomin'
Brahmins; but I'll take it outside
instead o’ in, because of them ‘black-
pillys’ o' the doctor’s. Seo turn on
the hose, Johunie—1'll show yer how."

“'E knows all about it, you bet,”
put in one of the regiment, cheerfully.
“W'y, ’e’s bir 'ydraulic engineer and
waterworks combined to that pore
chap as got the sack the other day—
George Offord.”

“3ure it was a thriflin' mistake
wi'd the pripositions his podfathers
made whin they named him; for }t
was on and not off—e'rd he was s8ix
days out of sivin’,” remarked a tall
Irishman. A

“Yon hold your jaw, Pat,” inter-
rupted mnother wolee. 'K was A
better chap nor most, when ‘e wasn'l
on the lap; and lordy! ‘e could fight
when ’e 'ad the chanst—couldn’t ‘e:
waterworks? Just turn that ’ose ©
yours my way a bit—will yer?”

«‘Huzaor,’ ” assented Peroo defer-
entially; ‘he upderstood enough to
make the thought pass through his
brain that it was a pity the master
had not the chance. Perhaps the
eurve of water conveyed this to that
other brain beneath the close fair
curls whence the drops fiew spark-
ling in the sunlight. At any rate,
their owner went on in a softer tone,
“yes! 'e fi't like fits, Looked, too,
an if 'e was born ter die on the fleld
o’ glory, and not in a bad-character
Fuit: but, ma parson says, ‘Beauty is
vain. 1 will repay, saith the Lord.””

The confused morality of this
passed Peroo by; and yet something
not altogether dissimilar lay behind
his wrinkled forehead when, work
over, he returned to the slip of a
raom and found Offord veguely
roused by his entraoce.

“]—I am aware it is no possible
excuse, pir,” came his voice, curiously
refined, curivusly pathetic. “But 1
really have had a very checkered life—
I have, indeed.” _

“Huzoor!” acquiesced Peroo briefly;
but even that was sufficient to bring
the hearer closer to realities. He pat
up on the string bed, looked sbout
him stupidly, then sank back sgain.

“(iet away, you d—d black devil,”
he muttered, with a sort of restless
anger. “Can't you let me die in peace,
¥ou fool? Can't you let me die ln the
gutter, die in & bad character puit?
it's all I'm fit for—all I'm fit for.”
Then vaice, anger—listless, useless
anger—nll tailed away to silence, Tie
turned over with a sort of sob and
straightway fell asleep, for he was
utill far from mober,

Peroo lit a cresset lamp and stood
looking at him. Beauty waa certaluly
vain here, and if the Lord was golng to
repay It was time He began. Time
someone begah, at poyrute, if the man

who had fought for him, Perco, was
Dot to carry out his desires of dying in
:{um—dymg in & bad caarscter
ui

The lattey misfortune could be
avoided, however, for things were
going ctheap in the bazesar that even-
ing, as was only natural whent 1t was
to be deserted for six months at leant.
80 It aught not to be hard to get the .
master an exchan for something
more suitable to his beauty, if not to
his death.

Five minutes afterwards Geo of-
ord—too much accustomed t:;g‘luch
ministrations to be disturbed by the
process  of  undressing—wan  atill
aulee;.b. his chin resting peacefully on
leroo's beat white cotton ahawl, and
the bad character suit was on ita way
to the pawnshop round the corner.
It wae nigh on an hour, however, be-
fore Peroo, having coneluded hia bar.
g8ln, came back with it, and by the
light of the cresset set to work ap-
praigsing his success or failure. It
was & success certainly. The uniform
wis old, no doubt, but it was a cor-
poral’a and what is more, it had three
good conduct mripes on the jarm
That ought to give dignity even to a
ﬂe:)ﬂ! in tl:ne Butter. . .

eroo brought out some pj ta
and pumice-stone from a cre‘:rilz:-cang
set to work eheerfully on the buttons
and belts, thinking as he worked that
he had indeed made a good bargain,
With a judicious smear of cionabar
here and there, the tunie wonld be
2:::05;’]&5 5100‘1 asd the master’s old

. us e conduct atri
which he could E:::'er have gzined pf:l,' ’
himselt even if he had remained in
th;i regiment.

ut out of it? The suggestion met
the hero worshipper n-thignking. It,
for instance, the Lord were really to
repay Private George Offord for that
good deed in defending a poor lame
man—a good deed which no bad one
could alter for the worse® Peroo's
confused instincts would on this polnt
would have been a match for a whole
college of Jesuits in casuistry, as he
laid on the pipe-clay with lavish hand
and burnished the huttons till they
shone like gold.

It was grey dawn when George Off-
ord woke, fecling a deferential touch
on his shoulder,

“Huzoor,” came a familiar voice,
“the flyst bugle has gone. The Huzoor
will find his uniform—a corporal's,
with three pgood ecunduct stripes—
is ready. The absence of a rifle is to
be regretted, but that will be amended
if the Huzoor will lend & gracious ear
to the plan of hia slave, In the mean-
time a gifting of the Huzoor's feet for
the putting on ot stockings might be
ordered,” '

George Offord thrust owt a  foot
wechanically and sat on the edge of
the string bed  staring stupidly at the
three good conduct stripes on  the
]l;l_mxc, which was neatly folded beside

im, P

“It §s quite simyple,” went on the
deferential voice. “The Huzocor is
going to march with the colours,
march with the regiment, but he will
be twelve hours behind them, that is
all. He will get the fighting, and by-
and-by, when the killiug comes and
more men are wanted, the colonel
suhib may give a place; but fo any
case there will always be the fighting.
Fl:.)r the rest, I, the Huzoor's slave,
will menage, and as there will of
necesuily be no cunteen, there can be
no tyranny. Besides, since there is
not a cowrie in the master's jacket,
what else i8 he to do?"

This last argument was unanswer-
able. George Offord thrust out his
other foot to be shod for this new
path and stared harder than ever a
the good conduet stripes. .

That night, despite the fatigue of a
first day in eamp, Peroo trudged back
along the hard white road to meet
someone whom he hoped would come
trudping to meet him; hoped, yet
hurdly expected, for this was the frst
step, and he had perforce been obliged
to teave his charge to his own devices
for clowe on twelve hours amid the
distractions of the bazaar, Still with-
out a cowrie in hie pocket—Peroo had
carefully extracted the few annas he
had found in one—a man was more or
less helplesa even for evil. That was
one comfort.

Nevertheless, Beauty was vain, 8O
there wuan a lilt in the lagging step
which, just as Perco had begun 1o
give up hope of playing Providence,
came slowly down the road. It be.
longed to George Offord in the gentle-
manly stage of drink. He haod had o
checkered life, he said, almost tear-
fully, but there were mome things @
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mun of honour could not do. Ha
couid Dot break his pronise w0 an
iulerior—a  Buperier was aoscther
mautier, siuce in tnat case the ofeuder
buit 10 pay lor his choice honeatly.
But he nad promised L'esoo—bia 1o-
terior—to ¢cowe, So here he was, and
that was an end of it!

it seemed more than once during
the next few hours as if the end hauy
indeed come. Bul somenow Fervos
deterentinl hand and voice extracied
those wild uncertuin feet, that weary
swodden braio, from ditches and de-
spair.  Still, it was & very gorry
figure which Perco's own hasty foo.-
sleps left peblnd, safely quartered
for the day in a shady bit af jung.e,
while he run on to overtake the rear
guard if he could. ‘the stari, how-
ever, had been too much for his lame-
ness and he was a- full hour late uy
his work; which, of course, nec.ssi-
tated his putting in an excuse. He
chose drunkenness as being nearest
the truth, was hned a days wapesd,
und paid it cheerfully, thinking the
while with more complacency of tae
sleeping figure he had left in the
Jungie. .

The afternoon sun wias slanting
through the trees before that figuie
stirred, and George Offoru woke irom
the long sleep which fatigue, super-
added to his usuval sedative, nad
brought him. He feit strangely re-
freshed, and lay on his back sturing
at the little squirrels yawning after
their midday snooze in tue branches
above him. And then he laughed
suddeuly, sat up, and looked about
him half-confusedly. Not a trace of
humsanily was to be seen; nothing
but the squirrels, a few grcen
pigeons, and down in the mireor-like
pool behind the irees—a pool edged
by the percolating moistuie from the
water with fain{ spikes of sprouting
grass—a couple of egrets were fish-
ing lazily. Beyond lay a bare sanis
plain, backed by faint blue hills—the
hills where fighting was to be had;
and close at hand were those three
gaad-conduct atripes!

That night Peroo had not nearly
so far to go back along the broad
white road; yet the step which czme
echoing down it, if steadier. lagged
more, XNor was Peroo's task much
easier, for George Offord, in the ab-
ject depression which comes to the
tippler frem total abstinence. sail
down in the dust more than once,
and swore he would not go anotber
step without a dram. S5till, when aa
hour after dawn, he.was once more
dozing in & shady retreat with a pot
of water and some dough cakes he-
side him, while Peroo, in luck, wax
getting a lift in a country gig, to the
third camping ground.

But even at the second, where the
sieepng figure remsined, the country
was wilder, almost touching the
skirts of the bhills; and =0, when
George Offord roused himsel!—as the
animals rouse themselves to meet the
coming copl of evening—a ravine
deer was standing within easy shot.
looking at bhim with head thrown
back., and wide, startled nostrils
scenting the unknown.

The sight stirred something in the
map which had slept the sleep of the
dead for years—that keen d-light of
the naiural man, nol so much ia the
+kill, as in the chase, not so much in
the mere chase itself as in its efforts.
its freedom. He rose. streteching his
long arms in what was half a yawn.
half a vague inclination to shake him-
self free of some unseen burden.

But that night he swrre at Peroo
for leading him a fool's dance; he
{hreatened to go back. He was not.
he said, so hepless as all that! He
was not a elave; he wowid have his
tot of rum, like any other soldier, or
Bo——

“ ‘Huzoor.”” joterrupted Peroo, def-
erentially, '“this slave i aware thai
many ihinrs necessary to the ‘Hu-
zoor's’ outfit as soldier remain to
be produced. Hut with patience all
ma¥ be attained. Here. hy God's
grace, is the rifle, One of ng—Smith-
sahib of G Company, ‘Huzoor,” found
freedom tn-dav. He was reconnoiler-
ing with Griffithe Major-sahib, when
one of those hell-doomed Hveenhs—
whom heaven destroy—shot him from
behind a rock.

Private CGeorge Offord
find his feet suddenls,

“Smith, of G Company!™ he echoed.
in a different voice.

“"Hugoor!' the azhib whom the
“Auznor’ thrashed for thrashing this
slave.”

“Poor chnp!™ went on George 0Of-
ford, ag if he had not heard: “so
they've nicked him: but we'll pay "em
out—we'll—" Hin fingers closed

reemed to

mechanically on the rifle Peroo was
holding out to him.

It wus a fortnight after this, and
the ¢amp lay clustered closely in the
mouth of a parrow detile down which
rushed a torrent awollen from the
gnowa above; a deflis which meant
decisive victory or defeat to the
Llittle force which had to pusa
their way through it to the heighta
beyond. Yet, though death, maybe,
lay close to each man, the whole camp
wai in an uproar because Major Grif-
fiths® secnnd pair of “putties” had goue
astray. The other officers had been
content with one set of these woolien
bundages, which in  hill eclimbing
serve a8 gaiters and belp w0 much to
lessen fatigue; but the major, being
methodical, bad provided against ewer-
gencies. And pnow, when with that
poweribility of death before him, his
aoul eraved an extreme order in all
things, his clean pair had disappeared.
Now the major, though silent, alwaye
managed to say what he meant. So it
ran through the camp that they had
been stolen, and men eompared notes
over the fact in the mess tent and in
the canteen.

In the former, the adjutant, with a
frown, admitted that of late there had
heen a peries of inexplicahle petty
thefts in vamp, which had begun with
the disappearance of Private Smith's
rifle. That might perhaps be explained
in an eremsy’s country, but what the
ence anybody could want with a pair
of bone shirt stnds!

“And a shirt,” put in a meurntul
voice.

“Itern, a cake of scented snap.” suid
another.

“And a comb,” began a third.

The colonel, who had, till the present
preserved a discreet tilence, here broke
in, with great heat. to the adjntant—
“Upon my soul, sir, it's a disgrace to
the staff, and T must insist on a strin-
gent inguiry the instant we've licked
these hill men, I—T did’t mean to say
anything abount it: but I haven't been
able to find my toothbFfush for a
weelc”

Whereupon there was a general
exodus into the erisp cold air outside,
where the darkness would hide incan-
venient smiles; for the colonel was one
of these men who have a different
towel for their face and hands.

The stars were shining in the cleft
lefween the tall shadowy cliffs which
rose¢ Up onh either side; rose in vagne
masses ¢f shadow on which—seen like
sfars wpon a darker sky—the watch
fires of the enemy sparkled here aad
_there, An enemy powertful, vigilant:
and yet beside the camp fires close at
hand the men had forgoften the dan-
ger of the morrow in the trivial loss
of the moment. and were discussing
the major’s “putties.”

“TU's wot T zay all along,” reiterated
the romanecer of G Company. “It begun
ever since Joey 8mith was teok from
us at No, Two camp. It's 'is ghost-—
that’s wot it is. ’Is phost layin” in a
'tresww-s0.' Jest you look ’‘ere! They
bury "im. didn't they? as 'e was—de-
cent like in pants and coat—ne more—
Wull! since then ‘e’s took ‘is rifle off
us, an’ a great coat off D Company,
anil a knapsack off A »

“Don{ be lavin® out thim Blankets
Le tuk from the store, man,” in errupt-
el the (all Trishman. “Sure it's a tes-
thimony to the pore Bhoy's character,
annyhow, that he sh’u’d bhe wantin’
thim where he is."

“Tt ia mot laughing at all at such
things T would be, whatever.” put in
anocther voice, seriously, “for it is
knowing of such things we are in the
Highinndg——"

*1iald  your second sight, Mac,™
hroke in n third. “we don™ want none
o' vour shivers to-night. You're an
ha as they blamed niggers. and they
swear they seen Joey more nor enee in
a red eoat dodgin® about ouwr rear.”

“Well! they won't see im 1o more.
thei” remsrked a fonrth, philosophi-
caliy. “for *e change 'is tailor. T.enst-
wiys "e got a service ‘khakee’ off Ser
reant Jones the night afore last: an®
the sergennt ’e tnok 'is Bible oath tn
‘ave it off Joev Smith's ghost w'en ‘e
got time to taclde "im, {f "6 'ave ter &
to 'ell for it."

Major (rifiths meantime was having
a similar say as he stood, eveginsa in
eye, at the door of the mess tent. “Whao-
ever the thief i he admitted, with
the fuslice common to him. *he ap
pears to have the inatincts of a gentle-
man; but by gad. sir. if T ind him. he
chall know what it is to tuke a Aeld
oMeer's gaiters!™

Wherenpon he gave a dissatisfied
look &t hia own legs. & more contented
one at the glimmering etars of the

enemy'n watch fires, and then turned
In tu pet u few hours' rest before the
dawn,

Int wome one a few miles further
duwn the sailey looked both at hiy legs
andl ut the wtars with equal aafisfar-
ticn, Some one tall, aquuare, straighs,
siaking & pipe-—-sume oie elae's pipe.
o doubt—begide the hale In the
growml where on the preceding night
the camp Aagstafl had stood. That for-
night bnd done more fur tivorge (M-
ford rthan give his ourward man a
trousseau; it had clothed him with a
rerinin righteousness, despite the in.

wari! eanviction that Peroo must e’

& marnificent liar in protesting that
the ‘Huzonr's” ontfit ha deither heen
wifted 1o Lim or hought honestly.

In rfart, as he stood looking
down at his legs ecmplacently.
he murtmured to himself, “I belleve

they’re the major’s, r chap—look
like him mmeh?}w." %;:en he gl:nced
at the mergeant’s coatee he wore and
walked up and down thoughtfully—up
and down beside the hole in the
ground where the fagsiaff had stood.

So to him from the dim shadows
eame a limping figure.

“Well?"” he called, sharply.

“The orders are for dawn, ‘Huzoor,’
and here are some more cartridges,”

Gieorge Offord laughed-—an odd, low
littte lJaugh of sheer satisfaction.

It was past dawn by an hour or two,
hut the heights wete still uvnwon.

“Send some one—any one,” gasped
the colonel, breathlessly, as he preased
on with a forlorn hope of veterans to
take a knoll of rocks whence a galling
fire had been decimating every attack,
“Griftiths, for God's sake go yourself,
or get some one ahead of those young-
sters on the right, or they'll break—
and then. ”

Break! What more likely? A weale
eompany, full of reeruits, & company
with its officers shot down, and before
them & task for veterans—for that in-
difference to whizzing bullets which
only custom brings. Major Griffiths,
as he ran forward, saw all this, saw al-
so0 the ominous waver. God! would he
be in time to check it, to get ahead?—
that was what ‘was wanted, some one
ahead! no more than that—some one
ahead of the youngaters!

There was some one. The tall figure
©of A man shead of the wavering boys.

“Come on! Come on, my lads; fol-
low me!" tang out a confident voice;
and the major, as he ran, half hlinded
by the mists of his own haste, felt it
was as a voice from heaven.

“Come on! Come on! Give it "em
straight! Hip, hip, hurray!”

An answering cheer broke from the
boys behind, and with & rush the
weakest company in the regiment fol-
1 owed some one to victory.

“I don't understand what the dick-
ens it means,” said the colonel, almost
fretfully, that same evening when,
safe over the pass, the little force was
bivouacking in a willow-set valley on
the other side of the hills. Before it
lay what it had come to gain, behind
it danger past. "S8ome one in my regi-
ment,” he went on, “does a deuced
plucky  thing—between  ourselves,
saves the position; I want, naturally,
te find out who it was, and am met by
a cock-and-bull story about some one’s
ghost. What the devil does it mean,
major?® A

The major shook his hesd. *I
couldnt swear to the figure, sir,
though it reminded me a little . . .
but that's impossible. However, &a I
bave by your orders to ride back to
the top, sir, and see what can be done
to hold it, I'll dip over a bit to where
the rush was made, and see if thera

is any clue.

He had not to go so far, For in one
of those tiny hollows in the level pla-
teau of pass, whence the snow melts
early, leaving a carpet of blue forget-
me-nois and Alpine primroses behind
it, Serpeant Jones and the small party

going to make security »till more se-
cnre, came upon erco, the water-car-
rier, tryiug to perform m tearful tra-
vealy of the hurial service over the
body of George Offord,

It waw dreseed in Serpeant Jones' ¢u-
nie and Major Grifitha’ “putties™; but
the sergeant knelt down beside it, and
sinotheed the stripea upon the cuff
with a huaif mechanical, hal? caressing
tuneh, amd the major interrupted Pe-
roo's protegtations with an odd tre-
mor in hir voice.

“What the devil does it matter,” he
suid, wharply, “what he took besides
the pass! Htand aside, man—thin is
my wark, not yours, Sergeant! form
up your men for the salute—ball eart-
ridge.”

The mrmjor's recollection of the ser-
viee for the burial of the dead wag not
weenrate, but it was comprebhensive. So
he committed the mortal remains of
his hrather soliier to the dust, con-
feasing confusedly that there ia a nat-
ural  body and e spiritual body
—a man that is of the eatth
earthy, and one that is the Lord from
heaven. So, following on a petition to
he saved from tempiation and deliv-
ered from evil, the anlute startled tha
echoes. and they left George Offord in
the keeping of the pnxs, nod the pass
in his keeping.

P'erhaps the major, s he rode camp-
wards, wondered vaguely iF some ooe
before the Great White Throne wore a
bad-character suit, or whether Wis-
dom understood the plea, “I've had
a very checkered life—I have indeed.”

Rut Peroo had no such thoughts,
needed no such excus It was suffi- .
cient for him that the “Huzoor” had
once heen the protectcr of the poor.

Pay for the Best
and
Get the Best.

The cost of the Corn Flour
in a pudding is so small that
everyone can afford to pay for
the best, and the best is, of
course,

Brown & Polson’s
“Patent”
Corn Flour,

a preparation of perfect
quality and make; the out-
come of 40 years’ experience,
and the recipient of 40 years'
ever-growing public lavour.

Light puddings, custards,
blanc-manges, jellies, creams,
and a host of other dainties
can be prepared with Brown
and Pelson's Corn Flour in
2 very short time and at a

trifling expense.
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HEOOMMENDED AND PRESGRIBED BY MEDICAL MEN EYERYWNERE.

“‘Dunpavi Fanog’

ANRNUAL BALE EXCEEDS 8IX MILLION BOTTLES.
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*Ii has established itself ln favour with leading physiclans and therspactists

of avary, try, whose t

pare and gentle Aperient for ordioary mse; It In r

bear witness to its actlon as o speedy,

Xably ané 41 It

P

L
uvniform in its eomposition and fres from defects imcldenial to any other

Hungarisn Bliter Waters,”



1200

THE

NEW ZEALAND GRATIIIC,

Baturday, December 39, 1900

Music

0.4 Songs That Live,

{Hy Lue Veroon.)
—

fruring these dayw of popular soogs
oue nhnost forgets our dear olid bal-
Inddz whivh were o popular long years
ugro, but which even yet, when one re-
eulls them to mind, bring back many
menmorien of the past. Pethaps these
meinorien mny be ones of sorrow  to
mnny, while to others they may be
the scenes of joyous idnys that have
fuded and passed away never to re-
turn again.

Therv is not one of the old-fashion-
wl hadlads that has not played a purt
in the past lives of the "lad and las-
sie,”” who took those soft moonlight
stralls underneath a star-studded sky
with pathing but their wedding day in
view, twenty-five or thirty years ago.
Rut we seldom hear them now. This
grest, busy and progressive world is
up-ta-date in all things nowadays, and
the line of song making is no excep-
tivn,

In pluve of *In the Evening by the
Moenlight” or *Old Unele Ned,” we
now have the great and successful hit
uf the popular songs of the day, if we
balieve the title page of ithe publishers
of such mnsival trash.

Penple nowadays in the mad rush
for the golden treasure do not care to
Tenr some one sing “0kl Hundred” or
“Hock of Ages Cleft for Me.” They
want the “lntest” song as badly as
they want the larest Sunday issue of
new journalism.

Someone has said that “memory is
u tyrant which often forves jtself up-
on us unbidden,’” X
. In uothing is this more true than in
musie. How often do the beautiful
songs, some of them Jove ballads, we
learned in years lonyg past, come back
to us. ln memory we love to listen
to them once more, it not in reality.

There ate some readers of this
mugazine who na doubt have a per-
sonal recollestion of “Adolphus Morn-
ing Glory™ and "Ihe Hig Hunflower,”
two very populur negro 80ngs and
danees. 1t was the latter song that
mude 1illy Finerson, the minstrel, fa-
niows throughout the workl. I chuckle
now ns 1 write thix. when 1 think of
him.

Then there was ‘“‘Joseph Orange
Rlossom,” “Not for Joo 1 Hope L
Live Forever,” and 1 Aiu’t Going to
Tell.” 'The chorus of the last-named
song was this:

8he was sweeter dan the sweetest,
Shr was neater dan de neatest
You may talk about your fashion,
But she reully wus de belle;
But where ahe lives or what's her name
I uin't a-going to tell.”

This old sung had a large sale, and
every old-time minstrel bad it in bis
budget of sungw. Hut it did not live
long, aml pussecd uway almost as ra-
pidly as it came; still it bluzed the
way for other popular songs, which
at this late day seem of somewhat
principal character. .

All of the afore-named negro sungs,
I hold, are respounsible for the so-
called “eoon song™ of to-day, And 1l
must confess that [ o disgustingly
tired of them. You hear them on
every corner, &l every theatre, the
organ-grinder and even the Chinaman
tries to pivk it on his unbearable and
eur-splitting “fiddle.”

Then we had the *{irecian Bend,” a
design thought at the time to be very
graceful, having had its origin, it is
suid, in Hrooklyn, and having been
ithe subject of & very popular song in
its duy—a song explanatory as well
as melodious. Here is the first verse,
1 would give it all—three verses—but
it woulld take up too much space;

The ladies wuanting pomething new.

As womenR ATe o0 prone to do,

Weunr lofty heels upon their whoes

Tn glve them the Greclan bend;

Wlith foot 20 short and heel so bhlgh

They can't stand plumb if they would
iry,

And =0 they think to cateh the eye

Hy means of B Ureelan bepd.”

It waus abaut this pericnl that the’

firat gymnunta were ween in profes-
sional ucte outside of the eircns, They
mAade their Appearance in regular
theutren follpwing the introduction of
specisltion in the “Hluck Crook,”

A song popular in that day was
“The Flying I'repeze,” the subject of

and Musiciarns.

e —

which wus such & performer. I give
the first verse:

“Once 1 wan happy, but now T'm furlorn,
Like an uld coat thal s tatieted aund

torn,
Laft in 1hls wide world to fret and 1o
mourn,
Hetrnyed by w gifl In Ber teenp,
The girl that | kwed she wan
MCMEe
f tricd all 1 knew how to plense,
But it waa not one quarter as well an
That mun an the fHying trapese.”

hand-

The choruw of this plece was very
e seriptive, ) :

Then eame “Shoo Fly" and “Dem
tiolden Slippers.” They each made a
hit, utd no comedinn of those daywe
wne without these two pieces in his
rong album,

-And the old sweetheart songs. L
ecannot forget them., They were so
!Jrebty, with their liquid and bewiteh-
ing harmonies and their gwest verses
of  endearment. “Mollie Dnrling.,”
“Nellie Giray,” "“Bessie Lee,” “Ella
Ree™ and “Kittie Wella,” How I wish
that the minstrel companies would
revive them ugain, In England they
are reviving the old sweetheart songs
thut were popular in the last centary,
and they are meeting with great fa-
vour.

The wweetheart somg has been sung
xinee the beginning of the world, and
will e heard until the end of time.
it ix freguently the same thing over
aguin; for althaugh the words may
he different the sentiment is generaily
the same. For instance, who can listen
to the old, yet pretty, ballad of “Sil-
ver Threads Among the Gold' with-
nut thanking in one's heart the au-
thor for giving us such a heautiful
sweetheart song., Of course, I repeat.
the okl songs are the bext, and this is
ane aof the songy of the long ago that
causex me to say 80, The sweetheart
song ik the most popular form of song
in existence, and although we have
henrd ity sentiment expressed in  a
thousand ways, we mnever tire of
“Love's Old Sweet Song." It seems
to be the only kind of sgong which ap-
peals to all, for we hear it sung by
persons of every age and class,

And when one has a song which one
terius a favourite it is nearly always
a little balla<dl about a sweetheart.
“Paisy Dean™ was a great favourite
years apo, beeanse it tokl in verse and
song what many a faint-hearted lover
woull have whispered in the ear of
his own sweetheart, if he had only
possessed the courage, and had dared,

Youth is generally brightened by
the companionship of a little girl or
young woman who makes roses ap-
pear to bloom among the dreary
stubbles of every-day life. It is the
indulgence in, the yearning for, or the
recollection of, the old songs and faces
which gives the old-time love ballads
their grestest charm.

More than two-thirds of the sue-
cessful uwp-to-date compositions find
their inspiration and subject in the
perﬂRH[‘Sﬁing ynuug WOIN@G. NO\V&'
days u satirical or topical song may
muke & so-cailed hit. but its sale is
never great, and it does not last long.
The public soon tires of such clap-

trap. ‘The old songs of the Jong pust
yeurs will live on and on forever. But
the sweetheart song—well, we find

great pleasure in buying it, and we
are not ashamed to leave it open on
the piano. .

IJn you ever tire listening to that
old nepro song, “1d Black Joe?” Of
¢burse not. You like to hear it: you
know you do. It will always be sung
ux lung as there nre people on earth.

No one wil] ctaim that “I'se Gwine
Back to Dixie” or “My Dear Savan-
nah Home” either in poetry or mu-
sie, Buppenta a mudter mind, vet it is
¢quite ax whsurd to call it silly drivel
or to clasy it 88 a wenriness aud affic-
tion. Ruch mongs are w fair type of
our American folk-song. They are
found in seme very good collections of
Ameriean poetry, but even if this were
uot the cuse, it would not follow that
they do not pomsess 8 certain charm
which is not to be degied.

It may be sitfely contentded that in
ninety-nine -¢aven out of every hun
dred mentiment and association o
through life with people. however
their mnuical tastes may have heen
Broadened and cultivated. Becatme s
man hues rpent s decade in rbtaxlying
ont the meaning hurmonies of Wap-
ner, it does not follow that -he in not

mioved hy the simple pathos of “An-
uie Laurie.” Because a wowan in a
foreign conservatory has learned all
there is to know in the sphere of vo-
ealisation It is not true that she will
turn with weariness from a fuvourite
humble batlad of her childhood. And
in & how much lexs degree may the
technicnl fuilings of  thews simple
menroties show themselves to  the
great preponderance of  people to
whom music is 8 mere recreation and
a sentimental plerrure,

The revival of the folk-songs in for-
eign  conntries, and  the commens-
taries therson by distinguished crit-
ica, show an awskening everywhere in
the melodies of the pecple. The old
songs of the American bomes did not
have the flavour of foreign antiquity,
but they sre worthy of honourable
place in musical annals. The ballads
whicu the middle-aged man of to-day
heard in the home of his childhood
may be the sweeter for tender associa-
tions: but is it not true that what was
simple and pleasing then has in itself
the same attributes now?

There was the “Annie” group, so to
‘Anpie Laurie,"” “Aunie¢ of the
{ientle Aonie,” They are not
often henrd in the citier nowaduays,
for perhaps the kame reason that city
folk rarely essay at this time the
prison duet from It Trovatore.”
Take the old song, “My 0ld Kentucky
Home." It recalls the scenes of boy-
hood days as nothing else c¢an—the
far-away farm house, with its commo-
dious hallways, the dark cellar be-
ueath, and its mirth-giving vintage:
the spucious pantry, overionded with
good things: the dark garret aod ity
harrel of old Bourbon; the big front
yard with its primitive forestry; the
deep, cool well with its time-worn
hucket: the weather-beaten  barnm,
sheltering the blue ribbon horses. its
hig lot adjoining full of cackling fat
fowls and the close-by orchard, laden
with ripe, juicy apples. Have yon
ever listened to this grand old song,
as rendlered by Sousa’s band? 1f so
you will understand why [ elaim that
the old songs are the best, [ give the
chorus: -

“Weep No more., my iady; oh. wWeep no
more to-0ay;
W.°ll sing wne song of the old Kentueky

home;
For our old Kentucky home far away.”

The old tunes amd songs have been
held for years in derision.  An invi-
tation to speud the evening singing or
playing ol tunes hus DLeen spurned
Ly many of our up-to-date vocalists.
‘Fhey are dreadful. Who cares for
them? Very good for a sleepy crowd
af old people, but to think any musi-
¢al person woukl condescend “to sing
ane for the pleasure of the thing au-
gurs an ignarance as deplorable as
profound, Ao the young miss said—
of the singing society—as she turned
with a sniff of her pretty heavenly-
tending nose, 1o her “Motets™ and
“Anthems.”

“Vuuitas vanitatum.” said a lover
of the dld songs. “ther know not what
they say.”

Ve will udmit that there in much
that 4 nmovel and striking in the up-
to-dute songs, but the beanty of the
old sangs is still there, and just a lit-
fle spark woulil wet them into popular
flame.

‘The dignity of the so-called higher
clars of music is not compromized by
the pupularity of the old songs of the
prople. No musician with a real love
for his art and a proper conception
of the irve musical feeling will fail to
recogmise what ix geod and worthy of
wpprobation in the melodies of rural
sud provineiul life, And every musi-
¢inn knows that many af the most
faumaous rompositions  are barrowed
Inrge!y from thernes that were the
simple melodies of the people,

We all know that cherished memao-
riew of home and frictcds are  ours
with such enduring vividness that the
record can never he effaced.  Hut in
ull reminivcences of days gone by
there is nothing that wo haunts our
livew Ax the old wougs thut we were ac-
citntumed to in the days of our child-
howd, The sweet tones of a mother's
voice, nn khe hummed “Myasn's in de
Coll. Cold Ground,” will live and
wpenk in the heart long after the
voice hng heen hushed to wilence. We
nny Crops ocepnn, and wander iu for-
eign vlimes; the erect frame may be

bowed with the weight of years, and
raven ringlets ny be changed to
lockn of wnawy whitenenss; but the old
woups heard in the distance in the
atill moruing, or wnng by ourselves in
woune vkl hour of reflection, on &
winler's evening, will bring around
us the friends aud the scenes of other
duys and fur-aff lands. mnd while the
dim eye af age sparklesn with un-
wonted brilliancy, the heart will bear
with the buoyaney of enrly youth,

Take the “Buwanee River.” o song
that has been sung in every part of
the inhabited glube, w simple ballad
that the greatest vocu! artists in the
world have been prouwd to sing; can
you mention a song that will ever
take its place in the hearts of our
people? | do noet think you can; and
had seme old master written it, it
would have been held no dearer by the
peaple than jt is to-day.

Hiut as time rolls by no doubt we
shall do better und learn to give the
old songs of the long ugo the high
position they surely deserve. Ameri-
can national life is far better for its
sohgs—itf old songs. It is better for
the association which the old-time
songs awaken. The negroisms of the
“Suwanee lMiver" and “My 0Old Ken-
tucky Home,” with their beautiful,
bewitching and soul-entrancing melo-
dies, will lie in the hearts of the peo-
ple until the end of time.

The world moves on; the masters
edueate us; the geninses dazzle us,
but regularly the old songs come back
and the world seems really brighter
and the past a little dearer that we
knew them long ago and have not
cveased to love them.

o o L] o o
Cresd of the Well-taught
Pupil.

1. I believe that the composer kn. w
what he wanted in the way of tanes;
therefore I will play exaetly what he
wrote, 50 neatly as [ can,

2, I believe that the bar jg intended
to show the place of the strong pul-e;
therefore I try to place the accent
upon the tone written next after the
bar. '

3. 1 believe good rhythm is ut the
very foundation of music; therefore 1
wil]l endeavour to keep uan even time,
without hurrying or slackening. And
if any ditferences in movement are 10
be made between the easy und difficult
parts of a composition, | believe that
as a rule the more difficult parts
shoull go more rapid:;y than the
others, inasmuch as they indicate
greater intensity. and perhaps b.av-
oura.

4. I believe that music is c¢rse.taly
u message from the composer or a
picture painted in tones; im short that’
it represents the ideal in tonal forms;
and therefore I will try to play it as
if 1 knew what the message was, or as
if 1 hast the picture in mind. In other
words, will play it with expression.

5. The foundation of playing with
expression is to make a piece ving, and
when | play I will try to sing with
fingers, and help out their singing
with disereet use of the pedal.

6, I believe that the pedal may be
used at any place in a composition
wherg the effect is improved by so-
using it. These places will be where
there is a tone of melody to be held
nfter the fingers are taken off it (in
order to do somethieg else). or where
it is desired to improve the resoaancs
«f the pianoforte.

7. When T haven't any reason far
using the pedal I will leave it alone,
for few things are more objectional
than the absent-minded lingering
upon the pedal which we often hear
from badly taught students?

K. Inarmuch a8s music in @ 1nessage,
¢r R -picture, from the imaginary
world of the ideal, it follows t'at
there must be great differences in the
quality of pieces of musie, according
to the nobility and purity of m'nd in
cotiposern, and according to the es
peciaily woble mond of a great com-
poser at the moment of writing seme
choicest work. And it shall be my en-

Spencer
Pianos_—_.

THE MOST POPULAR OF ALL
ENGLIEH PLAN®S, '
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‘Avivour to know an many as passihla
of theae piccen of munio beat worth
kaowing; and when I know them, to
yilay them with all possibie 4pp & in-
tion and in such & way as to induot my
Searers to love them and enjoy them.

9, And sinee musical playiog in the
oljoct of my study, T will vsteem ail
kinds of technical exercizea and std-
irs according to their value in making
wi¢ more and more muster of the re
‘monrees of the instrument, to the end

that | may Hitly interpret muaie warth
knowing. i .

. e e e o o
‘Humoreaqus.

When the notorious Judge Jeffreys
hedl the office of Recorder, he once
took part in an sction brought by =
party of muaicians who sought to re-
cover payment for esrtain aervicea
"which they had rendered ot a wed-
diag. {me of the plaintiffa waa very
mich annoyed by the Recorder fre-
ynently addressing him with, "I say,
fiddler! Here, you flddler!”™ BShortly
atterwurds. when called vwpon to "ive .
evidence, he deseribed himsel as a -
Myusicianer,” upon which Jeffreya

Cletween » “musicianer” and a “fid-
dter.'”
* opportunity of squaring accounts; s
he. informed the counsel that there
was as much difference between the
two as between a pair of bagpipes
and a recorder:
the uninitinted, it may be well to
meniion that & recorder is n kind of
flute, mow obsolete. . .
Wes Quarteresti: “What is your at-
tityule towards Wagher's art, profes-

. BOEMT -

Professor “RaMer: “Hands over my
ears.™ - c e L :

et -

. Hostess; “Oh, pray, don't leave off,

Were {loseeranz—that was a lovely
sohg you just began.” : :
Eminent Baritone: “Yes mntame;

Bu? it tit not hacmonise viz de che-
freva] gonferzation; it i in B-vlat, and
Fou and alt your tyents are talking
I haf o zong in F, and a zong

r““'h.o' “kept up that terrific
on the piane last night?” .
ft was next door.” . -

o Gtest! “A- great annoyance; - fsm't
% U . - . - )
* - Most: YT should say” that it is. T4

like to play on' that planc for about -
aur howr—with--& _}lose."_ [T

'At a musical festival, two ladies
tewsporurily vacated their places dur-
inF -an-interval, and om their return
folind a gentleman occupying one of

thi'm.. "They explained that the seats

were theirs, but the pentleman claim-
ed: thea as Lis, - . . -

- "But “hers are’ cur numbared tie-
 Kets,™ expostulated the lady. :

SAycd here, hs mine,” replied the

“man in possession,” producing his.

_UBut - . we .. were * here at - the
“Creation,” " wrged the elder Tady.

. Aud the gentleman {felt- he could
not edatinue against such a priority
* of. occupation, 20 he went away,

As an instance of how little some |
people know about imusic, although
thiey ¢laim te e authorities upen the
aubjecl, the following amusing little
worth relating:--

“celebrated , ioH

fhe- ‘pre

» twhichy. however, ‘was
nofher: Yoinily different

ot played,
welection -
close a- géntiewman retmivked to o lady:';
HThe music was very fime, wag it
mot{’ i e - - ‘
_ %Yenm was the reply, “but T did
not care for the execution of. the
‘Moopnlight _Souata.” It was . pretty
- fair; but I have heard it played bet-
ter.” - - -
Tt was not played mt all, bud she
never notlced that. Afterwards ane
of ‘the leuding performers was ssked
why he did mot play thut particular
pivce, anud he said: R
. [ hure only fust fownd out that
T 'huve Leen playing the programme
ndvertined for tomorrow night fin-'
whead of the one for thia evéning,” and
the audience never noticed 1t apparent-
1y, This 1o & fact. < - :

ot B ,

moaked him what difference there wam °

Thizs afforded the witness an

For the benetfit of -

" Thé. bad ; Spanish - first
' hsir ‘attentiom, but when Roathe be:
. ghh turning the. crank of the instri-

flay, but J bal no rong in G.- s
‘ o © 0 gether?”

et Beethoven's, “Mpon- \

ing sabuitated, At. the.

The follewing lovely utory ke going
the rouuds voncerning a good old
hoowupun lady who had mttended for
some titne & chinreb in which vhe mer-
vire way intonad. Meeting the vicar .
in the streel our day, whe wid té him: ’
“Mp Vawiure, 1 hev n little favour to
auk of. yr; Ure bin s-sayin’ my prayeru
in-¥ muw for nigh on five ycars, and
1 would reely like .to say thewm in K-
for awhile, 3'my gittia® w0 huaky in’
F pow that:l can't jine o us L used to

. . STy

The celebeated violinizt, Paganinl,
had once 10 grive & concert at the Carlo
Felice tn Genos, and being lute, he
drove

n & cnb. On mlighting he offeved
the ngnal fare to the cubman, whao re-
Funed if, pa¥ing thut & grest man, v\_-hnl
waa able to play, as well on on¢ wtCigg
am in four, owght 1o give him at least
owkle the fare. .

a “Very well” apswered I'nganini, f‘[ B
will pay. you double when yau ure able

to drive me to .the theitre on one.

A Puiladelphlan’ wag 35 Tepofted fo
have played the folluwing suceevsta
trick upon two of his felow fowtis
men:—He played hin :i‘:‘l(l!'e. to
honograph et aboit the time Su
gnt.e \fnapij:x “l'own. “*[hen he ja_l)bt:req‘
some lingo of bis-own into the same,
machine, ikl fooled twe we!l KNowvn
Philadelphia violinbets by tellnlg‘-thf‘m_
he had Narasate into the phonograph, ¢
h eommande

pent &0 ragidly as to make the.seale |
and arpegpios he bad pre\nons!‘v _pl.n.\' :
ed. inta it fuirly fly, the two viokinists
were tont in admiration. D Lo
arnsate to a B, said one,
jsten; to that Tun? nld. :
a thousaud. True Sarusate ttech-

CipesON IN ATITHMETIE: © -
‘feacher: “If }nn take three fingers’

o ey

from ten, bow many remain? E .

Hanchen i dgmb. 0 o0 5
Gigow sauy fingers have you &lta-
. ; -

“Ten " 7
“iAnd- suppo

This day I heard. such musie
- thpuight, © -
Hath nungan
*vwrpught - - Lo . rz
Inte such melody, pure, sensucus spund— .
Into_ sugh mellgw. Murmuring.  shages .
-caught, 7 - .

DDy i e M
speech the power thus to.he ;

N
Can words (I zald), when these

. are bound . o
(Siient, excepl {1 memory of this hanr
Chn.Luman wards alone usurp the power
Of {rembling strings that thrill to the *

Cypry aoul, i S
Aﬁd"ixt fhla ecstasy bring back thé whnle?.
s b Sy s

. A
Ab, no, WRS BANawere

¥ hgari,

nto lts’é’ltrﬁu'mc'ien't 1y aﬁo}{: art,” - . .
And each doth; ujter whut . none’ piher -
Leame—_ 0 . T,
fHigme hiddacn~miond of the large woul of @
L A
AN, think not thoi whh words well ins -
- terweaved Sox UL sroe
fies whereln the viol grievs
ST e PO

To wake the 1o
Coeds T

With ity most heavy burden

st thy, $hallo p'y. prow
Temednly A3

Wih. some ok
. [Areqtowing . L
ever-shifiing
- possed 7 00
Awift as a bi
* ploe

- - I 19 SR :
g6, At unworded, save In memdry muf
Rest thou sweet Nour of viel and of lutey
Of thoughts that never, never can he

© . gpoken, . VR
Too p;:-nll ‘tor the rough usege of npiena

© wordd,— | : P T T
Thoughts UhAt- il keep theft sllence: il

unbrokem - G T B
AL mnalc - 4nos more stirs | them—then .

il DAr . .

b - - Sy ey
That In the night thme slumber,  ihey
- ghall wuke,c oo - A :
Waile slf the lsavea of all the . forest .
shaXxel - - - .
On, hork! I.lear It vow, that tender .
L el - . P
Fyiliod, will all of sorrow save Its naka,
y . L. W GILDER.

‘7 o iE
1 would. know ) -

C Kight.

THE DRAMA,

Misn Nance O'Nal), the Anertean
tragedienne, and her atrong company,
atart their Auckland sesson on Hox-
iog Night, The Initinl production
will be Bwlerman's mARterpicce,
“Magela,” in which Miss (F'Neil takes
ihie titie role, Me. McKer Rankin, Mr,
Th_umau Kingston, and Mr. Huarry
I'limwer are among the Jeading ar-
tints tuking part in the pluy, whick
will run three nighta. {un Saturday
snd Monday “Peg Woflugton® will be
ntaged, and on New Year's night and
tke two fuollowing evenings the pirce
will be “Queen Elizabeth.” “The fame
of the actress and the excellence of
the company supporting her, together
with the character of the pleces play-
ed, maked the senson one of the most
iwportant in the dramaotic snnuls of
Aunckiland,

On. Clhristmas night the “Measiah™
will be given In_the Auckland Choral
Hull. There will be m chorux of 100
votees, and De, W, E, Thomas will- pre-

side at the organ. ‘The principala on -

the oceasion will e Miudame Cham-
bern’ (Ropranc), Miss Reeve (contral-
ta}, Mr. W, Cousine (ténot), snd Lev.
Arthur Mitchell {bass). i

Mr. Donnld Macdonahd, the year cor-
respondent, who, by the way, hus won
Iresh fawe by his book on Ladysmith,
which is said to be the beat yet writ-
ten on the siege, had to take a reat
recently, being quite done up. He is
booked to appear in -Adelaide at
Christmas. . '

‘Worth’s Cireus has been floing good
bnsiness in the South. It plays in

Dunediu during Christmas week.

The Wellington Amateurs lost £916°

on. the production of - “The Grand
Duke.” = For their next production

they will ask the public to choose any |

oiie of the following six: “Iolantle,”

“Ruddigore,” “The Yeomen of the

Guard,” “Pinafore,” “Rip VanWiakle,"

ard:"The Grand Duchess.” .
it

Mr. “Ranjo” Patterson concluded
s - Aneklnnd searon, and his New
Zealand tour on Friday last. ITe has
gained fresh laurels, and many ol
them, during his etay here.

% \uistralis, or the City ot Zero,” lLias
Leen settled upon as the title of the
pantomime extravaganza which Mr

J.5 €. Willinmson will produce at Her |
. Majesfy’s Theatre, Sydney, on Boxing *
Mr Willinmson has promised .
sometbing absolutely novel in the way .
of scenic and mechanical sensations,:

and “Australis” will afford fall oppor-
tunity for the art and skill of the
phinter and mechanist.
giinza opens in the Jenolan cuves. then
foilow the centenmial celebrations of
inuugueation of the Commeonwealth,
while in the second act the piayers
are an the.ice-flelds on the way to the
South Pole. New Zealanders will be

* interested to learn that some forty

irembers of Pollard’s Opeva Company
have baen engaged by Mr Williunison
to tuke part in the production. Misn
Mintel Bentty will be the principnl boy,
and Miss May Bentty the principal

“girl, and Messrs W, B, Perey, . Quealy
“Fitts will be included in the -

and 15 h
ecast, Mr Williamson haa engaged, in
addition, & number of specinliy per-
formers, and some of the membe_m of
his own company will play promincnt
parts, The whole produrtion will he
under the supervision of Mr Gerald
Coventry, who recently arrived from
America for the purpose,

-+ - ROYAL ACTORS.
.'One of the best, if net the best,

- royul aetovs, of the present doy is the

Grund | Duke  of Comptuntin-Gonstaor
tihoviteh of ‘Bnssia,” whose: Tecent ape
pearahce.

dsy. - His Iimperial  highness - iz not
only an actor, but ia alse A poet and
an atithor of considerable repatation.

It wea he who mnde the beautifnl

translation of “Hamliet” inte the Ruwu-
sian tougue, and is wow engaged in
trapsluting aootehr of the worke of
Eugland's greatest poet. -

In the British royal famfly there iy
more than one member who s clever
in the Listrionic art. mand most peo-
ple bave heard of the talented acting

. of the Princers Henty of Maitenberg,

who Is slso famaun for her skill {a
arranging theatricald and in sclect-
ing who shall play the warjous roles,

Her roysl highness would have made

ad éxcelient acicess or manager of »

The extrava-’

in the’ Hetrmitage Theatre at’
Kt Pekersbuiryg ‘ig the. role of, Hantlet |
has -esuged the grestest: admiratiod.
a1l ‘has given blin n place. amopg the:
must, -tulented ‘actors: of: fhe present’

thestre Bad her lines laid in other
places, and as It is her lalents have
oftrn given the Queen hergelf and the
Other menibers of the royal famsly
gFreat pleasure,

Anciher talented royal ectre

the Princess l-?iodrivh—.\ugnsl:. 3
:B_-m,r {ute Archduchess of Austria-
Luscuny), who detights in arcanging’
little plays, to the great delight of the
Klag aud Queen of Baxony, and whe
in Lewt im comlc reles.  Once, how-
ever, - her impwrial highneas naden
took the part of & servant maid, and
in Macking the botoa wus a Iitll'e oo
realintic in her meting fur the tante
n_f King Albert, who later begged hia
lirely niere to remember that she was
the future Queen of Suxony and that
vhe would tike ftu ses her choose rolea
more fittedd to her station in life.

JIn Wurttemberg, - before the mar.
ringe of the Princess Pauline of Wurl-
temberg and the twin Duchess aof
Wuritemberg, litile plaga were aften’
gotten up by them and were mnst
thoroughly " enjiyed by the whots’
court, The Princess Puuline (now
the hereditary 1'rincesa Zu Wind), :
however, who hun a pusrion for hnrsu. :
was aven fonder of taking part in
equestrian fetes than of acting, aud -
Almost every year one was arranged |
in the roynl riding schonl at Sl.ull'.-’
gart, wl‘n-n her roysl highness wonld
appear in ecostune and delight vvery
one !.1_\' ber elever performances. Tler
cousins, the Dukes Robert and LUl-.
1_'|('h of Wurttemberg, also took park
in these entertsinments,

'!‘he present Iimpress of Ruesin, aa
Princesa Alik of Hesse, was purl.i(-u-
tarly fond of mcting, anrd shuared the
tastes of her brother, the Grnud Duke
of Hesse, in regurd to acting, misin
and davecing. She was particularly
clr\_-t-r in arranging entertiinments in
which she took part, ad there iy -‘
beantiful picture of her with powd-
eref] hair, leading a minuet al the
residence achloss at Darmsiudt.

Here iv o yarn of t
when Sulllvan aud il
frieuds:

:\e ihupp.v dnya
L 1 et were good
i -Speaking of hia i
with Gilbert in fmem‘ca. i:ge:\l:ﬁf::
t:.:]lu vR; “Gilbert and [ arvived at
vflﬂ'a]o eRrlY one winter mornin
We went to a hotel, the Tiffs HuusE.
lll:ld.wtlikt'd upstairs to our rumnu.
We wm}tnl the fires lit, upon whirl;
the msid 1old us, witl
and coodesvension, that ‘the gentle- .
man’'—altuding to the coloured ger-
vilnt—would do that fot us. He (i
but before he hiad finished the mni(i
came ‘up again, and  ejneutnted
Either of you men got any washiug'i"
the gentleinan hias erlled for iy,
which we replied, with delicate irony
‘When this  gectleman  has ﬂniulu;d.
llghiing the fires he will probably ba
kind. enough Lo  take the washing
down to the gentlewan who is wait.
ing to take it away,” and then we sub-
sided.” '
o .
There nre any amount more, hut wa
muat closs with this one, which M
:‘\r'thur way very fond of teling:
“When 1 wos 8t Los Angeles a curions
thing had just vecurred. 1t seema
there was a little bit of land hetween
Catifornia und Mexico which, by some
accident, had been left out of the
Vlnited Stutes sarvey, The resnlt was
that no one guite knew whe had juris-
diction, but there wns one nan wheg

.. |

great dignity -

to .

wah Judge, Sheriff and Executioner, -

besides being anythiug else that WAL

‘considered requislte for the proper

carrying ont of the law, Oue day o
Mexican kilted another man, Thrrg'
was nocdaubt about - it 0 He was
. brought wp befora our friend of, the.

9
r

multiple: offices,” wha tried him, andé |

septencﬁl_ him to' death, - Metanwhila
tlleve was np tikelihoed .ol the man
running away, a0 he was lelt pers
feptly Freg, aod told that his execu-
1low, would rtaike Dhice wlthin thres
days of wentence. When the dny ar-

rived the Jmlge, being his own Sheriff, -

found bim, said,
Ruptivte! Tine's upl”
engnged in & very exciting game of
erclirs, and arked the Judge for per-
mirgion to finish the game. The
Judge, being & bit of o Aportsman, ar-
ceded, and T am not sure that he did
uot. luke a haod in it Wimeslf. Aa
soun As the gnoe was over Juan de-
eclured himmelf ready, and within n
few minuies afterwards the Judpe
sud Bherlf ratisfactorily perforined
Lis duty s hangman” Tt shoull he
pdedeel that” “The Mikedo™ hud becn

produced some 4
' remos. -

R O R Rl PP

went to look for Lim, and, haring -
‘Come. mlong, Jusn |
But Juan was -

o before this occure |
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Batmrday, Dormber 23, 1908, .

Secondary Schools’ Distribution
of Prizea. '

PRINCE ALBERT COLLEGE.

The mnnual distribution of prizes In
coanection with Prisce Atbert College
teck place in Bt James' Hall last Wedneg-
[} svening. The Rey. Dewsbury pre-
aided, and amongst thase on the Dlate
form were: Mra Qoldia, wife of tha
Maycr| the Revs. W, Gray Dizxon, W. J.
Willlams, R, Harding from England),
. Grmn (Onehunga), and Mr Q. Fowlgs,
MHR, An aApology Wis recelved from
Mr D. Qoldle, the Mayor, wham an im-~
portant City Councll meeting prevenied
from being present, ’

The chalrman, In his opening remuarks,

rald the purpose of the Collegs was 1o
combine with & sound commercial and
clnssical educstion sounduess in  the
princlples of maorallty, religion, and god-
linesn, They were to-day laying tha
foundations of the esuntry, which In the
course of anothet bundred years would
become @ powerful and populous Biate,
BuL {ts prosperity depended eantlrely
upon whether they wers laying the foun-
dation-aiones righuy. He fully agreed
with ths principls lid down by (Hed-
stone, that it was a4 much the duty of
the Btata to be rellglous an it wan of the
Individual. What ‘was thelr great want
{n thelr public and privaie life, In thelr
comimerce, thelr halls of junstles, thelr
leglsinture? Coneclence—individual and
public conaclence.
instruction in the princlples of religion,
consclence eould have nothing
which it could operate. Ba Ilong ns
Prince - Albert College was fulfilling the
purposa of its existence they could whih
it all proaperity. (Kpplause)

The Rev. Gray Dixon alao addresased
the children, dwelling on the true mean-
Ing of education, and the importance of
religloun Inetructlon in achooln.

The headmaster (Mr T. Jackson} rearl
the sixibh annuel repart of the Collega,
which stated inter alla:—**Our numbera

have been steadlly maintalned through= .

out the year, which, although several
boys bave left somewhat suddenly to
entsr  suddenly presented comrmereial
openings, we close with a roll-call of
nearly 200, T am eble to say, taking &
general view of the whele year's work,
that on both aldes of the College it has
been aatisfactory. The order, cemduct,
and tone of the pupils have been, in gene-
ral, equal to those of any former year.
We have been free from epldemics or
cass §f sevicua lliness, . . . This year wa
pent In one girl, Mlss Rhoda Colllns, and
one boy, A. Lawry, for the junioer Toi-
veraity scholarahip examination; one
boy, D. Rosewarne, for the medical pre-
liminary examination; besides seven girls

and five boys for matriculation. Three .

Ruth Uttlag, Jessle Thorne, and

Elrls,
passed the junmior Clvil

Rusan Forreat,

¢.rvice examination last January, taking _

fair positions among the Aucklapd can-
didates, We are bending in next Jana-
ary 2 girls for the senjor and & bogas for
the junier Civil Service examination . ...
Tt 1= pleasing to chroalcle the first aea-
demlc successes of old boys lo forelgn
fields. A. ¢ McMaster and D. W, Sib.
bald have both passed part 1 of the firat
professional examination far the M.DB.
degree at the Untversity of Edinburgh,
and hboth glve promise of 2 successtul
career. 1 hops it will mot
however, that we Work for public ex-
aminations alone. A considerable number
of Prince Albert College boyn and girla
have entered offices, trades, and ths
terching profession, and the main part of
the teaching of the College is given to
thome who do not compete In examina-
tlons,'™ After detalling past and prospsc-
tve changes in the temching wiaff, the
report continued:—'The largs
room of each college has been adorned
during the last term by the erection of
Honours Boards, contalning respectlvely,
1he names of tha first boy and the flrst
girl of the schoal for esoh year since Ita
beginnlng in 189%. This la an addition wé
have long been wiskful to p and I

And unless there was .

upon

be imagined, -

schools

fo Mr A. R. Crump, who is |eariog the Caol-
kge, aud & phubograph of the girl candid-
wiew for matriculation was presented to
Mive Halnafurth by Miss Rbhuda Collins, dux
ol Lhe girle ajde, en Detmir of the candid.
ates.
erchestra, uuder Mr J'ague, At the clos
of the proceedings voles of thanks Werd
acearded te Mra Goldle, the sprakers of the
erecing, ihe erchestrs and Mr Fuque, and
“Dulee Domum™ snd the National Anthem
wera spag by the puplls before dispersing.
The following le the prize lisi;— .

BOYS. -

Yower Behool—Writing: W, Eflott. Im-
provement: C. Virtoe, 1; J. B. McFarlane,

2 Duzx: 8. Brakenrig,

Furm —Jnglixh; . Wolfgramm (1st,
A, Luosh), Improveweat: A, Kalght, }; M,
Cangbey, 2 Dux: A. Lush.

Form ITL-—Euglikh: A. Botler, Improve. ~

ment: B. Brawn, I; N, Purdy, 2; J. Dadicy
and C. Brown, hemgurable mentlon. Dux
(presented by Mz T, W, Jones); E. Woclby.

Form 1V,—Fnogish: R. Dellow (1st, M,
Hampaon). Labhgusgen:
Mathemntics ab
M. Hampson.

Form V.—Languages: L. R, Brakenrlg.
Improvement: E. Chitey,

science: H. Lawry. Dux:

#peclal Prises.—Berlpture: A, Bntler, 17 .

M. Hapsot and A Lush, houcursble men-
tion. Heading: R. Dellow, 1; L. Browne,
2. Writicg: W. Dumper, 1 . Whiteslde,
2; B. Brakenrig and C. ﬁnrtou, honourable
mertton, Arithmetie: A, Lawry, 1; N
Woolhy, 2; ¥, Walfgramm, & Drawinge
W. Baildoa, 1; L. Rowe, 3; B. Morrison,
honourabie mevtlon. Shorthand (presented
by Mr Colwill): W. Bafldon, ¥; T. Hodgnon,
2. CGymuoastica: W. O'Meara, 1; A. Knight,
2. Mathematical preblems (presented »
Mr Btephenaon): A. Lawry, 1; B, Buddle,

Examinatlon prizes: M. Hampacn, 1; A
Lnah, 2. Dux of achool {presented by Mr

C. E. Button): A. Lawry. Sporta championas *

ship: D. Rosewarpe, 1; W, McKinney, 3;
R. H. @ilbert, 8.

GIRLS.

Lower Behool.—Weltleng: Vers Shaldern
{1t Fleaper Withy). Arithmetle: Dot Wood
(15t Eleapnor Withy). Dux, Standsrd I1I.:
Huaxe] Lindsay. Dus, Btsendard IV.: Elea-
nor Withy,

Farm II.-Engiish: Murtel Semith.
p]rovemenl: Nora Baottle,
tle

m-
Dux; Madge But-

Winifred Melleop). Languages: Ruth Phil-
llpps. Mathemotlcs:

Jeasie Brooks. Im-
provement: Eveline Hale, Winifred
Mellsop,

Form ]V.—English: Blale Colling dat
Floesle Jomes). Languages: Marion Lase-
rop. Mathemdtics: Ruth Utting. Improve-
ment: Agnes Monro, Dux: Flossie Jonea,

Lower V.—Clvil Bervice work: Margaret
Gitmour.

Dox:

ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE,
A large number of ladles and gentle-

.  Brookmmlth, .

Helections were played by the school -

Form IU.—English: Edith Colllas (1st, ..

men interested lo the inatitution visited .

Bt. John's College, Tatnakl, on Wednesday
afternoon, when the annual alstribution
g: prizes took place. The Rev. G. Mact-
urray presided and apologised for
abeencs of the te. sl -‘@Q

The chalrman referred to the good work .

of the school, and expressed his belief
that both the rmoral and physicai sides
of the boye' characters were belng at-
tended to. The epeaker made feeling re-
ference to the late Corporal Devereuy,
an old pupll of the wchool, BErd hoped
that his example would animate the boys
with the spirit of patriotism. Though he
WRd N0 advocate for multarism, yet he
saw the great Importance of military
training, and it was to our Bchools we
must 1c0k for the traintng of the officers
for our futurs regiments, He congratu-
lated My Bmatlfleld on the positlon gt-
tained b¥ the school.

The headmaster (the Rev. P, 8. Small~
field) then read the annusl report, of
which ths following are sxiracts:— :

This is the tentb occasion, since I be-
came headmaster of this school in 1881,

on which I have had the pleasurs of see= -

ing the parents and friends of the boys

wish [ could thank the genercus dopor
by name, but he prefers o remzin anony-
mous. e names on the boards at pre-
sent are!=Boyn: A. Gray,
(twice), J. C. Simmonds, and A, Lawry,
Girla: M. Bayiy, J. Hetheringtoa {twice),
and L, Button. The names which are
to be added for 1900 are in the prize st
The playground of the Boys® Collexa
has been for mote tims sadly in want af
repalr, and its surfzos I8 now under-
;oln;. t ‘esomisifernblsé cxpanpe, 8 thor
ugh recomstruction, -It, Wil probably be
ready fod use wher school eassembles
on Februery 11. Likewiss, a largs part
of tha lower grounds of ihe Ghls Col-
legn 13 to B Improved, both In appear--
ance and in ‘Providing freeh - nvailable
space for the airls” recreation. I must
expreds my thanks {o the Board of Qova
ernors {or these and slmilar migne of in-
teroat in the welfare of tha Collegs: also
to my collsagues, and particularly MRy
Tatnforth and Mr Btephenson, for thelr
loyal ce-operation. In eonclusion, T must
agwin, with Cato-like persintencw, presd
aur thres grest needs on the attemtion
of iboss who have the means of honour-
ing thamsaives by becomlong enefactors
of iba Collegs. We nsed, and badly need,
frst, foundation scholarships; weesnd,
foundation prises. l!!_ﬂ thirdly, & Beld for
ericket and feotbell

riges wers then pregented to the
m':f?‘:ll,!‘ﬂl olmrs by Mrs Golfte, after
which Mr G. Fowids sddeesmed the scdol

arm, axpressing bim Righ appreclation of the
wark of the Colege. The lusdmaster, on
Behalf of the boys, presested & ericket bat

F. - Thorna -

a ble together In this hall to withess
the clstribution of the prises. This time
lant year there were 84 boys on the achool
roll. This term there are &, of whom
39 have been boarders. It i encouraging
to notice that theére has been an Increase
in the number, avn If that increase be
only & small one. QOur old boys certainly
do not forget their old mchool, and havs

gtven us most generous help this yesr -

in the c¢arrylng out of our athlatie
sports, and in many other wayn For the
fleat Hme during the ten yearas I have
been in charge of this school I have to

chronicle the death of an i@ pupil, We -

were all exceedingly sorry when the news
came ta Auckland of the death of thw
gillant young soldler, the lats Corpo;

DPeveroux, who was lately killed in actlon
in Bouth Africs. He joined thim schoo!
In February, 1872, at th8 age of 18 years,
having befors that time attended the
Mount Hobsen district school: and he

left school at the end of LM, at the aga .

of 15, Whils & schoolboy he was fore-
most In ail games and sports, and & greatl
favourits with his comperions. The deeps
eat saympathy ia feit for him bereaved pamn
ouits by mastars and bors alike. He feld
facing the enemy and serving hls coun-
try, and though we
we fesl glnd that New Zsaland's
sove are found willinr te and ferth ab
the sall of éity, sndure tha tolls of &
aqldier's life, and take the risks of dattle
for home and Empire. A fnovement
ob foot ameng the ald boys of thia seheool
to piace a hrass mblag In somss wuitable
place at BL John's Collexs $h wmemnary
of tha late Corporal Deverepx. Mr Crad-

deplors his mntimely

dock, whe left New Zealand about ibe

middle of the Yoar to pay a vialt to Eng-

land, had been captain of our cafet corpd
for four yearn
corpa e & simis of efficiency, and the
patignt and thorcugh work he did is the
achool will pot be forgotten by his wold
pupila. His place !n the schoo! has been
moat effciently fitked by Mr Robr. Me-
Tiroy, M.A., and tha command of the
cadot corpa has bean taken over by My

M. V. Abbott. Qur boys Were suc-
cesaful in another Aring mmatch held iast
Baturdny morning. Dr. Cumpbell bas
prosenited & handsompe vase to ba fired for
snnually by teams from the various
eadet corps in Auckland. The match re«
sulted tn 8t. John's team winning
the vame with & scors of 40§ cut of a pos-
pible 508 points, 1 wish to express wny

He had Prought the eadet '

great indebtodnoes to the assiatant mee- -

term for their work during the year, for
their Interest In the boyn' sparts, and in
iheir welfare generally. for the good 8x-

ampie they have consistently set, and for °*

their kind and willing co-oparation with
mynelf. Mr Lancaster has undertaken
the preparation of the candidates for the
public exeminationn, and any eredlt that
they may gain will be due ta him, I wish
alzo to thank the vislting masters, Mr H.
Leslle Hunt, Professor Carollo, and Herr
Dittmes, for thelr most efficient asahet-
ance, and for their interest In the boys,
At the end of last year three puplim of
this echaol, viz, 8. Green, E. F. Luks,
and W. Wallace, passed the Clvil Bervice
junlor examination; and thres pupi's,
vis, BE. F, Luks, J, W. May, and W, L. H.
Morriaon, passed the examination for
matriculation. Thus about 9.5 per cent.
of the number of boys on the achool roll
pansed public examinations at the end of
last year, This month we have sent up
alx pupils for the matriculation examina-
tiem and one for the medical preliminary
examination. Ta Janusary next we phall
eend up seven puplla for the Clvil Her-
vice Junior examination. Asgisted by the
masters I have just concluded an ex-
amination of the whole of the achool
‘The resuits have aatisfled me that the
boys have made good progress during
the year The results of the public ex-
aminatlons for matriculdtion &and the
Civil Bervice juntor examinations, which
wlll be published early next year, wiil
ahow those Interested in the school Whe-
ther good work has been done, aa I am
confident it ham, in the fifth form. 3

The chalrman then presented the
Bchoal prizea, and Mra G. P. Plerce pre-
sented the athletle. prizea, after ‘which
afternoen tea was dispensed, and the
visitors 'mfter inspectlng the . bulldings
and grounds left for town.

KING'S COLLEGE. - © ..

King's College, Remuerna, woas en feto
on Wednesday when the aanual dlstribue-
tion of prizes took place. The guests
asgembled in the College gymnaslum’
where the reports were end  the
prixes distributed. The Rev, W, Beaity
presided. The report of the principal
{Mr Graham Bruce) stated this waas the
fifth year of the College’s exlatence, and
there were now 123 boys In the school,
of whom 38 wwere boarders. Captaln
Major's deparinre for Bouth Africa wus

v

if German, and mot French, were the lan- |
FuRge (0 Which most atlet thon was given.
Tha athletle sports gathering win &
most successful function thia term. Foot- *
baH, cricket tennie, and swirmming have o
all beea fully up W the standard of pre-
vious yeara Up ta tha preseat the boys ,
bave suffered from the lack of & Eood-
sised playground fof Lhe proper carrying
on of thess garmnes, but the new paddock -
in the lowed part ¢f the greunds, which ¢
has just bean lovelled and sown in gratcs
at & cost of about £50, in compieted, aund
whould ba ready for use for the next foots ™
bali peason. The report eoncluded with
an expressfon of thanks to Mra Hruce, &'
the Rev. W. Besatity, and the members :
Of the ataff. X

Dr, MoArthur then read his report on
the examination of the mchool, conducted
by himself. The report staied that ihe -f
work of the whole schaol had been very
good. The mathematica of VLB and A,
and the pcience of V.A and V.B wers !
specinily worthy of commendation B

The chalrman axpressed his plessura
at the iwo previous raports. He wng
satinfied that parents would have thelr
sons educated as good and honest up- -
right gentlemen. ln addition to belng
taught how to earn thalr lving boys
should be taught how to use money, and
how 1o enjoy it. They should also Le
taught to defend thelr country, and for
this moral as well as physical courage
wan required. .

Addressen were given by several other
gentlemen, after which the chalrman pre«
sented tne various prizes. Votea of
thanka were accorded by acclamation to- *

the chutrman, the siaff, and Mrs Bruce.

The company then adjourned to tha
grounds, where a most beautlful sight
wan to be seen. ‘The grounds were hung ’
with Chinese lanterns and fairy lights, -
and as the guemts strolled sbout and
iistened to the musie, the effect was most "
beautiful. The German band played
throughout the evening, while a most
enjoyable concert progfamme Wwas glvg?‘ Al
consiating of part songs, by Mr Connell's i
Glee Club, and songs by Mlss Annle Tays
lor and Mesars Charles Kissling and W,

Cousina. The musical RITangemenis wera

" & sultable speech.
- lowi—

& great loss to the school, but the place |
had been capably flied by Mr Wither, -

aod much gratitude wae due to that gen-

tleman for his hearty and loyal asaists

ance In & tlme of difficuity and heavy
pressure, Of the pther members of tha
ntatf, Mesars Btrong and Worley, both
old Nelson College boys, bad jolned at

the beginoing of this vear. Mr Btuckey,

who had proved himself an energetic
and capable teacher, was about to leave,’
as a8 to devote his whale time to Univer-

aity work. With the assistance of Mr

‘Wither the principal had examined tha
lower mchool, and coneldered the results
of the examination most satlsfactory.
A marked !mprovement had been shown
on last yeur's work, especially -in arith-
metle, mental ariihmetic,  mnd - writine,
Many of the boys showed promise of
exceilent abllity, particularly In the pec=
ond form. BSpeaking o
last year's publlc examinations, the re-

port said:—In the senior district seholars”

ship examioations of the Auckland Board
of Education, one of the boys came with-
in & few marks of winniox a scholarship,
and he was offered, acoepted, free
tuition &t this mchool for three years.
Two boys wers sent In for the jumior

of the puccesses at

Vniveraity scholarship éxaminstion Bor &

firnt trial. One of these passed with
credit. and the other matriculated on the
results of the examinaticn. Both of these
boye have just sat for the same examb
nation this year, In
examination four of the boys wers suc-
cessful; five boys

the jontor Clvil |

the matriculation _

Bervice, and two boys passed the meinfor *

Citvll Service, one of whomm galned dis-
tinetion and obtaloed the mecond place
iIn New Zsaland. The report them com-
tinued:—The teaching of the Holy Elcﬂg—
ture has been in the hands of the Rev, F.

Bmith, who reports very favourably on -

the work the boys have dons during the
yeur. Hix of the elder Boys were con-
the P 9.

In shorthand .

firmmed

most creditable work has been done.
Boma of the boys im Mr Oolwill's senfor
class ara able to Wwrite at the rate of
® or 1MW words & minute, As Tegards
French and Cerman, the former s taught
A8 & genentl form subjeet throughout tha
school, White i the latter there 4 at
pressnt only a small class, Looking at €
from & commercial point of view,
would be better to ses thla  etate of
things reversed, and it wouwd be af mocki
more sdventaga W New Zewland boym

* succesded Dr, McArtbur In this de,

in the hands of Mr Connell, Supper w28 '
gerved In one of the schoolrooms, and
everyona left with ihe conviction that
they had thoroughly enjoyed themsnlvgn.

*LADIES’ COLLEGE, REMUERA. -
A large number of friends visited the

Ladles’ Coliege, Remuera, o Thursday
afternoon, on the occasion of the anpual |
distribution of prises. Mra Moore-Jones,
principal, bad made lavish arrangements
for the accommodation of the guests and
& most enjoyable afternoon was apent.
Music was supplied by the German Band
and by some of the pupils of the College,
and afternoon t was dispensed. The
ceremony of "holsting the flag™ was per.
‘orm Colone] DPawwon, who madé -
The priscs Were pre=
Rev. W. Deajty as Iol.

sented by

- PRIZE LIST. - (..., ./
Medals.—Form IL: Flors Heott, gold,
higheat exam. petcentage for year.

Form 1l.: Muarjory - -Towle, silver and

Form III.: lLorna Towle, eliver.

Tiora Beott, S8cholarship:

8ybll Pwyton, geography; W. Hume,
goography; E. Tylden, Greek lterature;
X. Bmith, French; Hilda Morrin, Engllsh
hintory; Elsle Court, Beripture; K, Clark,
languages, French, Latin, and Germsan}
Elnor Galbraith,  general knowledge;
Kathlesn Bheta, geheral knowlsdge;. -

e,

Elsle Tylden, French;
history; 8ybil ‘Payton, English;
Court, Latin! Lena Cleave; - drawihg;
Ellnor Galbraith, "Scripture (verbatlm)y-
Qlive Witheford, Latin; Ruth Galbralth,
Berlpture, Mavis Clark, highest examis
natlon marks; Dorothy Cheeseman, Eng-
Lsh; Annle Ralph, spelling; Una Headdy,
Scripture; Katle Ralph, French; Flors '
Beott, mathematics; Katl Ralph, srith-.-
metic; Ollve Witheford, mathematicn; -
W. Emallfleld, English and sclence; .
Gladys Wigmore, histery: Hilda Morrin,
botany; K. Hume, literature; Dalay Gal- .
braith, French; Lly PBrown!ng, arithe °
metic; Rose Btevens, muele; Lily Brown-
ing. English; Lily Headdy, eonversationa] ~’
French; Mary Towle, . higheat yesrly - _
mariks; Marjory. Towle, -highest yearly
marks; M, Lovett, drawing} ~ Dorothy
Nolan, gsonversational- French (given by .
Madame Albegianne); K. Hume, mumlo

- {gtven by Miss Tilly); M. Loveit, gensral

improvemsnt; Lorng Towles, highdst
yearly marks; Dolly Peach, Boripture
Dorothy Morton, highest yearly marks;
Elslo Tylden, Eeneral knowlelge; Dolly
Fesch, algebra; Dorothy Nolan, highest
sxamination merks, Form V.
Willlams, gensral Improvement;
Mchlrd.!u% highest. yearly marks; Form
IV.B; V. Walsli, English and literatury; .
Hilds Tucker, steady work; Dorla Warn
er, writing; V. Walsh, #dcience; Berthy -
Cieave, Arithmitio; Lily Tamndasr, rd -
Improvement, .
5T et —
4" COMMERCIAL CO%
LEGE. - .

HARLE 6

15
A -
During the pusy

yeur Mr Glilea has personally supervieed .
the sommercial sde of e Collegs, whils

1B classical and mathemaiical side hes -
bean onder My Hogh Mcldod, B.A., wha

Pyt SN
Mr T Ku“rle Gll‘eu"’Co‘nq'..e]oud [Y
cessiul year on Tuesday,

ment a1 the beginning of the year. .. :
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* the ol ome.: ...« . .-
SR e LT ) '19
New Year Rasolutens. &

fhat the years ace
. that we heve indem;‘

'
. ' J

Finls.

- Well, we have done with that old
eentury—the nincioenth-—that won-
derful hundred years—and sre fairly
embarked on snother. Naturally we
must feel gomewhat strange when wo
come Lo consider the transition, I
know it will be yeara before I get aos
customed to speak of the ninvteenth
cenlury without a sense of dealing in
distant futurities. A child and men
of the nineteenth, I cannot regard the
twentieth aave as a kind of foster
parent. Its thought, its discoveries,
its inventions, its heroes, itw sages, its
poets—I koow them not, Mine belong
to its predecessor, Before the twen-
tieth century has made a reputationm
for itself I phzll most likely have
done with time. I mever can hope te

AL | o . .

be on such easy familia¥ terma with :

the newcomwer ae with th€ old nine-
teenth, who was my father's.and my,
father's father’s friend. before mine,
Perhaps we phall never be friends, but
merely acquaintances. Nay, I may
find bim my enemy. Certainly I can-
not expect Bg much of him ag of the'
friend of my early youth, my family’

friend, kind old “nineteenth.” Drop &_

tear with me over the fresh grave
Perhaps our
happiest days are buried there, and
our fondest hopes, We pass over the:
border into another century, wherein,
ea Schiller says, we mnsat find our life

element, but the storchouse of our

most treasured memories will be on
the other gide. There we ghall find the

quiet retreat which is not to be found -

in the busy, buastling days to come. To
feel thoroughly in teuch with the
twentieth pentury one should enter
into the world with its dawn. The

babies born this: week will be the-

most favonred children, - - But~we,
whose familiar. dates are 18 this or
18 that, reust alweys have the appear-
ance of being old and . antiguated.

" When you relate some occurrence af
& year or two back, and couple it with .
the explanation, “Yes, that was last -
centary,” you will inevitably convey,

the notion that you are s greybeard.
The last .century! Dear me! Al-
though it is only yesterday that we
were there it already seems an ante-
diluvian period. At the beginning of
laat year, when we dropped the eighs
teen hundred in our dates and wrote
1900, it was a little hard to get accus-

tomesd to the chapge The inclination
always was Lo start with 13—as folkns.

had keen doing for ninety-nine years.

Now, however, we have got used to the-

alteration in the numerals. But you

mind as you can a quartette of fig-

+ mres, ané while you write quite glibly

1801 you will' doubtless be -thinking

7 . Iast cemtury style.” If you are past
. imiddle life . the chance is "you will

never geot mentally wcclimatised to
the new era, but will gonatantly be
open to the smeering comnreent o the

‘new generation.c *What can he know
_‘mbout it: he belongs to st centuryl™
But enough of melanckolie

regret,
This is & time for hope quite as mach
as for regretful retrospest. The new
gentury holda in it abundant and
glorious promise, and why shouid not
we be partakers in its bounty? The
future]l ‘The futurel I=s it mot for us,
the oldest, as well as for the young-
est? -We have lived in a mighty era

_.and seen great enterprises come to

fruitlons But alde we have Been privi-

leged to see the first dim suggestions

uf others, which sre prolmbly des-
tined to be imore wonderful thaa all
the wonders we have witnessed; mmd

we can look forward in this new emm- .

tyry tomee Tulfilled the prophecies Ei

° ‘0" o

| These, the dying dnys of December,
are thore in which we begits to refiect
wt, and
. L] ti!ingu
we ought weot to have done and left

- undone thoge things which we should
ususlly meke all ”

have done; and we
worts of ~dow the coming

.year. This phme we have not maorely

to turn & page in ihe book of time, bul

: o «clgue Jumse mnd &0 open an-
"ofher. §ine % of thest vart tomes
ot the ries’ 7wt that

oo which the covers are mow closing

—AT

can't change your whole attitude of”

- medicine.

is the moat marvellous aud eseatful of
No wonder then if the most
thoughtless of ua feel some thrill as
we reslise that we are persopally call.
ed to open pur account in the new
volume, a volume in which may
written atill more wonderful thiags
than contaiped in any that lie on
the shelves of the past. No wonder
that we are all, or I hope all, determin-
ing that we will do our utmost thas
gur record in the new volume may be
better than aught that hos been net
down either for or against o in the
past. It ias usual to be jocose and
mildly’ humoroua en the subject of
New Year rescintions. To me, I con-
fess, the subject savours more of the
tragic, Looking back on the dead and
gone years, the reminders of broken
or blagied good resolutions atand out
grim and stark ba the barren land
(which should have been so fruitful),
like the stumpe of half-burned irees
on pome vegleeted clearing. Humour
it seems to me is swallowed up ia
shame. Even where we have in somd
degree kept our pledgea how far short
they have fallen of what we intended
and really ought to have performed,
Yet failure in the past is nio reason for
altogether ridienling the habit.. Even
if we only keep conscience alive by our
annual resoiutions, they are worthk
while. Even if we fail, so that wa
have really made some effort, the
moral force expended is not altogether
fatile. It is after all merely the try,
try again of nursery days spplied to
our daily life and -morals, Nor doess
it need thet the resolution should be
of a weighty order. Effort is every-
thing. Bo that there in effort, so that
we care to exert effort and feel shame
when we relax, things are not asito-
gether hopeless. It is them for us to
take onr courage in both hands, as the
French say, and resolve that our re-
solutions shall be better fought for
than in the past, After all it iz not
everyone who is privileged to witness
and assiet at the dawn iof a century,
and we hare our exira responsibilitien
in eonnection therewith. S
© -

o o .6

c‘old Water. -

The kill or cure method of medical

<.

‘treatment £till dontinues to find favour

among the Maoris in spite, of the.
spread ef science and civilization. Last
week, at sqme place near Gisborne, a
native - suffering from. typhoid was
handed over to the tohungas for treat-
ment, and these gentlemen took him
out to sea to give him a course of gea .
bathing. In two days the patient sucs
cumbed, as was to have been expected
by anyone with any real knowledge of
o all likelihood their fail-
ure to cure their man will not in the

" least destroy the faith of the hydro~

pathista in themselves or the nativae
belief in their methods: and if they
are not hindered they will be ready to
prescribe and superintend a course of
ses bathing to the next poor unfertau-
nate in need of medical help. From
the fact that this method of treatment
enjoys the prestige of great antiguity
among the Maorie it ik plain that thep
had discovered the virtue of cold water
before modern Furope dreamt of it
TFor the bath, deemed so indispensnble
among the Romans and Greeks, seems
ta have disappesred almost completely
during the Middle Ages, snd is only’
slowly regaining the high position it
beld of yore. It is only in England,
and there of  comparatively - recent-
timesn, that the institution of the morns.:
Ipg tub haa any claim to being eatabe’
lixhed. “And & couple of generations’
ago it held a very dovhtful powmition,’
Fxamine the old houses nt Home and
in nine-tenths you will find no pro-
vivion for washing in the shape of &
rru r bathroom and bath. Tm Seot-'
and it ia very much the same. 1 re
member hearing of one family ' whe

- had ilved two years in u house where,

for a wonder, there was a bath, and
during the whole time they were never
quite eertain for what the room asd
the contrivance were ixtended. Om
the Continemt the whbseuce of bathing
applinnoas s tem times mere marked, -
and bathing, as we here understand If,
a hundred times Jesa frequent thon in
Fingland, ' The average nchman or
Fréenchwoman—and [ am speaking of
middle-clasn  people—would  weldem
think of indulging in a duily dip; and

R
.

Topics of the Week:

the Hritou's predilection for hia tul

© s nostpmaling joke amoug Contiventals,

who endeavour 1o turn  the laugh
sgainst we by maying, “What a dirty
people to require such frequent ablus
-tionsl™ Buthing ia one of the made
nesyes of the British in & Frenchman'y
eyea. And perhaps theew in wnoo

= some good folks & tenflency to carr

their devotion to cold waier a littla
too far and to emulate our Muori tos
hungas In their confidence in ita viry
tues under every and all circumstans
ces. We do not take onr typhoid path
ents ont te sen wnd dip them Io the
briny, bant it is questionable whethey
many people do mot lndulge in eold
water bathing to an extent that in ine
furious to their health, The bend
medical nuthority fs against the Indim
criminate use of the tub. Hera the
danger ta be apprehended is not ea
great an in & cold climate, where It ig
simply madness for delicate people ta
take a morning bath in ice ¢c0ld waten
a8 they frequently do; but even hers
it i A mirtake to comclude that ecold
water bathing is equally gowod foy
everyons,

¢ 6 o

A Sensible Reminder.

The speeches of the dignitaries wha
present the prizes at “breaking wp*
ceremonies At our scheols are nsually
somewhat labonred, commanplace and
stilted, and have a very etrong family.
renemblance one to the other. That
of the Rev. Mr Beatty at King's Col-
lege, Auckland, was an exception to
the rule, and there was much solid
senee and wisdom in the position
taken wuwp, namely, that in a com-
mercial people in a otilarian age arn
far too apt to look upon education us

© e ..

A means of turning a boy
into an efficient money-mak-
ing machine in . the shortest

that it is useless io instruct & ludl in
the art of making money if we do not
also teach him how to keep itand how
to spend it how to use it, in short,
for his own hetterment—mental, moral
and physical, and how to devote pur{
of it the service of others. The houl
" learning acquired during early years is
perhaps the least important part of
education. The formation of charac-
ter, the ssoulding of thought, and the
acquiring of babits—these are the
jmportant  anbjects, in choos-
ing a school one - is far
too apt to Jook solely to examina-:
tion resuits. It would be far better 1o
keep a record of the stamp of young
men & school turns aut in after life
if this were practicable. It zecms 10
me to matter little if 1 man has cram-
med o much knowledge into Iris head
a8 to be able to demonstrate the right '
te have certain letters after his name,
but it does matier everything if be han
become impregnated with high ideals
in the matter of truih, honour end
business rectitade. .
> Wealth of
hair is wealth

indeed, espe-

cially to a
woman.
Every other
physical at-
traction is

secondary to
it.
If your hair
is too thin-or losing its luster,
e -
g? 7 !/ A
" Growth
becomes
"vigorous
snd all

dandruffis
removed. .
It always restores color to -
gray or faded hair. Retain
{our youth; don't look old .
efore your time. . .

: Dr. Ayer's Sarsaparilla purk-
fiee the blooad clears the
complexion. ' :

Prepared by
Dr. J. & Ayer & Co., Lowell, Masa., U. 8. A
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The Latest Rasizess Trisk,
" In some manner the cheeky man
guined admittance to the senior part-
r's private office. “Donl want apy
gooks. brooms, or soap,” - said ke
senior pariner, without looking up.
*¥ir!” exc¢laimed the cheeky man, “k
wonld inform you that I am po peds
ler.” *“Then who are you? “A aporte -
log genlleman, sir” “What business
ean you have with me? “I wick ta
m-Le o bel” “Look herel
no—"
This in » gentlemnn's bet. I bet yonm,
pir. that 1 ean hold up my thomb, and
ulMer 1 lower it you will leave the
room.” © The - senior ~partner threw
dows his ,pen. UFive poundl that I
will nut leave the rocm.” “Done!”
I’p weut the cheeky man's thumb.
pariner;.
. this s 80 ens_f
" make ,]l ten,!
like™  “All right, it s twent, The
cheeky. uan -ratsed- and -lowered his
thumb. “You don't see me leaving the
room," sald the senior partneér. “No,":
admitted the - cheek; man. The partieer. -

Iaboured \\' h his pen for tlurty
mm tes.” ‘m atill here.” .- “So
" Fifteen minutes passed: “You’d

]usl ag well pilbe OFer. the twenty.”
“It is early yet.” Ten more minuleu
skipped mern]y “Leck here,” said
the wenior partner suddenly, “when is
the time up?”: .“There is mo time
limit, sir, . [f you remain in this room
the money is yours, When you leave 1
win. This evening, to-morrow, 'net!
week; it makes no difference to me."
Then the senior pariner gave in “Take
the woney!” he roared, “but if it
wasn't for catching the Epsom Lram
I would stick you out and win.

KR 3 +* * _"'

Saelety for the Prev.-ﬂol ol
Cruelty te Lovers.

"The young men of a southern town

_ have organised a society which aims-

I..

_ talking ahout,

10 redresa the woes of lovers. I trust
_that your lover days are not so far:
" pust ‘that you have forgotten what
thess woes might be, One is a lack
of sympathy wish the youth wha evi-
dently cannot realise that there are
others in the world ‘than: the girl he .
adores, and.ather topics as well worth
Young men who find
proper understanding snd encourage- .

r-apent:amoig themselves have:founded.-

the Boviety for. the <Preveation iof

Uruelty 10 Worthy Young Lovers, iu .

which’ a grievance committee will be
kept guite husy., That it is limited to
young lovers shaws the ignorance of
twenty which does.not know that lave
ty' like the mensles and whooping
‘¢ough in that oné had it harder and
Ts more -likely <to :$nd 1t"!ala! the
nlder one gets, -
+ +* -

no-dlngni- om "ty

Miss Frovka thought that ashe de-
tected sy mp1ums of growing sentimen-
tality in yonong Mg Dolley, and she
determined that she would diecourage
him., Her kindly efforts to make it
spparent 'that his advances were un-
welcome were of mo avail, however.
He wua too dense or too egotistical to
se¢ that she regarded him only with
toleration, and he rushed on to hll
doom

"Mmu Frockn.“ slad he, .Buummg a
languishing nltx!ude and a manuer, m-
tenlded te be expressive of his lave
1orn condition, I am going to ask -
¥ou a question which no doubt haa
been put to )ou many & time before,
and —-"

“Oh, T kuot what )'ou nre gnmg to

béfore T am asked again.” - °

* Mt Dolley looked at ber in a d.laed :

sort of woy, and she went on;
. "Yea, 1 do play goll"

"

(RS IR Bk TR
A Well-Maswn Lawyer ia ' - "
Treubls, . 'r° oy - oo

There in & well-known legal light of
Wellingion who is In dagraco
without the shadow of sn rxcose for

" himself to bolster up bis sinking

apirits. e went out the othér night
1o dine: informally with some friends,

.and bjs hostess, who had besn married

but a short time, put herself out io
entertain him, The disner was excel-

len}\ and the batrieter did full justics

1 am -
“0f conurse you are no gambler, -

? fhe girein-fu.: "f{‘“ 'y beed™
cqll t lown many times .
nrﬁ nl:;-gm T to hadrel’| Igs t'uni' 3

h it. They had solfce in the nbmy
“and the biggest, mout padted eatlivsd !
chair was put at the guest’s dispamal.
With a sirh he 'sank into its cavernbu
depthe and prepaved for & loxurivm
bvening with a good “ciga
him, Relllinntly Lis hn)tu{ ‘rambled
on. Bhe told storled’ that were witty, *
and she gently deferréd 0 hla views,

but presently he teft her ic do all the *

‘talking. Tu the midst of & striking ¢

count of a thestre she stopped with’ g

jerk. There was no respunse and’ a
dead smilence punctuated only h_y
gentle and tegular bresthing, The

legel . luminary was faxt asleep In ©

his big chair. There was na doubt of
_#t. . Nothipg eould conceal the fact.’
With, one indignant and comprehen- |
give ginnce mt -her plainly delighted
hughand she arowg .and. mﬁ)!'ulmn“d‘
m-ep!. upﬂ-tllra. And. she did not go
down, again, It was some. time later,
when her husband apologetically same
up after her. He had not expected .
her wrath to laet. . “Did--did ygn..
think . yen: were bm.lhr sireated?” he
asked. - “How lung Qid he wleap?” .
asked the still insnlted wife. A

gnin
the grin merspreud ‘her - hurband's’

face, but he spoke in & sad tone, as e
fitted the occasion,  Nearly an hout,”
he breathed. "I wouldn't mind,” pucis’
fically, Then it was the worm turned.
“Mind!” she stormed. “Of course I
wouldn®t, only you have ground-c now..
for ‘the rest of ‘your Hife for saying I
talk so much it pute peop)e to sleep'“
And she wept.
’ + + -l-
A Solf-Denying Husband. '
“George, dear,” said the lovmg wife;
“why don't you smoke the cigars 1°
presented to you on your birthday ?”
“A pipe is good enough for me, m\‘
dear,  Cigars are too rich for my
ood.” Ty
“But, George. (leur, they duln‘t cost:
mauch. 1 paid only -3/ for the. box.”. !
“Jt was very thoughtful of you to
buy them, er\'. but. &s I sald, s pipe
is"good enough for me. Your kind-
nets, howevér, woh't‘be thrown away,-
“The cigars will enable me 1o do the
handsome thiog by ounr friends when
they cnll: They shall bave them.’
-6But T shonld like to see _vOu smOLe
oné of theém, dedr.t 77 -
“Self-denial, my- 'tlnrl‘mg, 15 ‘one “of
the greﬂest of haman vlrtues. T denry -
myself * for - the - plemmre n‘! ou#
friends.”™ -
“It is noble of you, George, and nfier
all 1 an proud of your resnlutmn
“Don't make me vajn,” said the
by poerite, as he wetit out on the front !
step to enjoy the shilling perfecta he.
lmd pumhuked coming from towa.
- 2 RS AT
At a Limwood. Waddin‘. "
A pretty little miss of about ten
summers nearly broke up a weddmg'
purty at Linwood a short while ago, *
It was about the flrst wedding that
she had ever ‘attended, and she felt
the importance of tlie oceasion very
much. After the ceremony she no-

ticed that the pecple wept. up.te.the -~

bride and groom and made remarks
to them. She supposed that they were
words of congratulation or condo-
lence, or éomething of that sort, buk-

‘-her ideas of the proper thing ta sy
. under. the eircumstances were a Litthe..

vague. Finally she whiopered to an

- old friend of the family who was near
“What shall [ upy when I Eo up -
“Oh, JII.B ng

hy:
A here?" she tered.

hing to show th¢m that.y
% are; mg;rneﬂ_

iimi e{;n vo

) mmutea hittle

your argrg)

dﬁ%:::’{:'_‘éf{:“.’w

, bad made her

way to where the happ_\-, couple were, .
receiving the congratulations. There

was quite a crowd around, but she
dlin’t mind them one bit. She march-

¢d straight wp to ._the -bride, and, -

extending her hand, eaid: *I wish you
both meny happy returns of the day.”
The remark convulsed every one in
bearing, but the little miss left with

the consclousmess that whe had ob-_

urved ibe proprieties.
* L *

'lhl Naid the Johe Bomt?

"“You Colonisls,” said the Lowdpn

youog wan ae he atopped auncking his

canse, “are always iosisusting that we

.t

Englishmea dou't koow what & real

ahesd of " jn the ribe with’ bia cabe,,

~Joke la.  Now,, just. hold wour Illll‘l
while 1 go oxer this cpe, vh;qh 1 rend
in » home paper & week, age: The
Counteas—M'{ord, " on ' weéTe at the
grand dinner Tast sight, wereyou not?
Just m white age T heard ome of those
vh]glr colouinlx make yhélremdark thag
“'this morning you bad & b(ghcad. The
- ‘Duke’-But, m'lady, {here's’ mm:mg in
;it™  The colopial looked ue' bober as &
‘eriminal court ' judge. Wl P
auked. “Don’t you ses,” €xplilned the
“disgusted Hritisher, pokmg 'ihe other
“the eouw-
1ess uays some bme accnied her com-
panion (ha!) of huu:g a big Tread (ha,
ha!). snd he . declarey ' &p-a'h, ha!)
thers's mothing in fel" “Yen hnt—
© “Hlarsted 1dmcy. but what? “Her
‘companion  was &' -duke”. “Yea
"'“And not any different from ‘the rest
.of the Enghizh’ noblhly'.‘" “No. But
fhe joke, the jokel It in so adroitly .
“put.” In apparent inadvertesce (dem
U peratély) the duke admits there i
 hothitg in his head! Nlnw do you
Leee ™ UWell, it's a little. !fmngv that
the duke. could make such & frank and -
candld admission, hut«n—\a hrre does the
joke come Jn?" . .
o e ,
clm ﬂ.. “Ldme? T T

‘w(lear the line® on achvo service .
preﬂxeu a telegram of supreme im-
pnrtnn(.e only, and all official Natal
wad startled when a “clear the line™
“telegram, addressed tn the heads of
‘the hospitals in the field, anhaunced
‘nothing more serious lhnn that the
Prince of Wales' horde, hn.d won the.
'.Der'bv.‘ The sender, an Irish surgeon-
major, was prnmpt]_y carpeted, and
L wag extremel’ su,rpnped that it wns
thought necessary to ax] L him lny
questione, “Shure,” he Blld. Sien't T,
Jthe duty of the surgeoms to knpe np
‘the . spirita of the .sick and wounded.
nn(l i there anyth.mg thaj& would make |
| them more joyful than to kn}lw thnt
he Prince’s horse had wnn the race.”
IR BRI X -',\-- -
'l'le Tnopez and thq

~ Primece's. Clgams,

Her Royal Highness the Prmceaa ot

Wales has a wonderfully kind hesrt,-

- and i= constantly showing in the most
' wprectical- mapner her -syrapathy for

<romy gallant soldiers”wwhe have been

woonded in battle, sayw an English
sexchange.

‘cess, accompanicd by the Prince, paid

& visit to the military hbapital at Net-
ley. mear Smﬂhlmptun
“were 1¥ing many mein whio have been-
wounded during ‘the preseny war. - As

: she walkéd slowly throdgh the wards
:“the tendér-hearted princess dhdly ex--

+claimed: 0, this awfal war! What -
terrible suffering it brings!” To one
© bed the Princess saw'a soldier whose
‘cheek and mounth had Been wolully

RS

he .+

‘ety cosntry.
" THE BRITIHH WEEKLY ea

A few weeks ago the Prin-

.cughly hy mw Jessons as by
whers - there? L

. French, German.

e Shmﬂd woman have s vole in politica 27 -u "
%uelhon thnt is
for

laceraled by » Boer bullet.: Hin b
fering appetled to her kindly heart,
and she said to him: “My poor fellowl
Can yon anyhow contrive u: Rnoke #
“Yes, Your Royal Highneae,” was the
reply. Wherey the Princess walk-
ed over to the Prince amd asked:
“Have you your elg-r caso with you
to-day ¥ The Prince it oney handed
his cane of choice cigars to Her
Royal Highneas, wha poumcd heraelf
of the fragrant contents and ghve
them 81l to the delighted soldier, way-
ing. “Take thess, my brave fellow,
and enjoy them. T am sure you will
like them. The Prince belitves they
are the best that éxh be hal'? Then,
with a cheery smile, the graclows lldy
pased on her way. foAA
* B +
Parsenis Comtert. '
A maun lay very ill, and expreised &
wish to see the parson, who was & not-
ed hppler Oon his arrival he wag ask-
ed to ait Ly the bedside and read the
parable of the Prodigal Son.
This be did, in fervent- voice.
When heé reached the end he wan
requeated to t -the; dose, pnd—

R E TN

: “Woul.(l yer mind sitting & little closer,

gir
The pa.ruon did ns requented feeling

. glnd he waa apparently bringing some

canenlation to the poor fellow, but
when oa walding through for the sece

ond time, he wan again ssked to

MEMORY
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PELMAN MEMORY TRAINING
- ld--ﬂhﬂndw-t-fﬂlmﬂm
LOST ERNORTES RESTORKD! -
BAD ONEE HADE GOOD11
GOOP ORES BETTERT!
Buccess 4t Exams, Mind Wandering Cured
" Premching and Spanking without Nolss. .
How ts Master & Book im One Buading.
An Eazsy Method of Learning any sub-

ﬂocr. PELMAN'S System La recommends
ol by the leullng uutloml.ats aof ov=

eays:—"For
fApeakers, Proachers, Btudenta and Buste

- ness Mea such a system is lovaluable”™

Hundreds of Teatimonials from succesaful
. Btudents.

Sercial  CORREPONDERCE TUTION.

NOTE.—The Hystem in taught as thor- -
voles. -
Puplla n the Ci
encea no difficulty in ta.klnx
The Ledsoms are conducte

in Engll.lh.'
Itnllnn or- Dutch

_tha. option .of the.pupii
Bend Fowt Card-for Fres Prospectus te -
PELMANS SCHBOL BF MEMORY nwmm:,
'ro. Berwers Btrest, Lon
. ENGLAND.

Bom 2t}

constantly cropping up. . In some
4 she has alrudyobta.med

A&wm wi

mll

Becondly,

. use. .- And lsatly,

lum;hhlt.

.,

e
i

it, and it 1|‘ interestin
v ' wote for t'he guod
“r discriminatigh is very grent.
Van Houter's Cocos.- Il‘bel:lt
hes immedialely proncuncéd if to Be absolutely th !

Im'""*gnﬁ extremely ndumhmg This the mmbers
o Profession are evet veady to acknowledge. . -

to ohaqn-e how she upes’ ‘it to

F Jbad.. " Her :power of

“Nota how she iaten
‘Wherever she. haa -fri

lﬂmﬂt hesitation. ? * The .reason is evident - -
PO
Iﬂm ﬁrd phce Van ﬁonlen s Cocon is o:ﬂll:' :lubb,

it & delicious in mu, md very ocunum:ml b
the numerons testimonials from * all sorta.

' ‘and conditious of men,” prove - that 1t is ;hh ulued in tho
' . paluce, and prized hil.he cottage, - - . .

' 'I“he moderate cost p'lu:u it within tha reach of ulL
" Jan one farthing per cup; end it is so essily auinuh
thgy wnl or, llrong ; -

fwlliu h.
dlguted.tht

P K-n o

HAVE YOU TRIED "~

VAN hoursu S, Eating CHOCOLATE? |
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fure the starter” he didn't show great
Glucrity, especlally an he wae sgain re-
quested to “mit just a little elolcr.
picuse, sir.”

However, he conformed one¢ more
1o the sick man's request, and thia
tirge thought be saw the fellow's fave
light up with delight. On completing
the third reading he swked the man
why he liked the Parabie so wuch.

. “0h, it min's the —— parable, nir;
but ever since I've been in orupital T
*a¥yn’t touched s drop of llquor. and
yer breath is a0 comforting.™ |

Now, can this posibly refer o am
Auckland parson and patient? N

* * o
Net Emsugh to Go Reuad, .

A young married lady has junt ac-
quired & new coach, and a pew fGot~
man to match.

“John," s«he safd one doy, “we will
drive out 1o make a few calls. But
I shan't get out of the carrisge; yon
will therefore take the cards that are
on my dressing-table and leave one of
ihew at each house we stop at”

“Very ' good, “ma’am,” anmwered
John, and ran upstairs to teh.'h (he
cards.*

After they had driven about a com-
sidernble time, and cards had been
left at & Inrge number of housep, the

~ Iady remarked—

- form

“Npw, we must call. at the .‘Bales,
e Pranktons and Clarkes.” -
. "We éan't do it," here broke in the
ootman in’ a!m-m ‘“I'va only the ace
of spades and the ten of clubs left!” .
i
ko,
Age of Chiwvalry, ” Coy ,"‘
- Customer: I would ll'ke to iy some
kind of Christmas present su:lu‘h]g for
an old Tady: :
. Shopgirl: Ym, sir. How would a
mice HLttle fold-mg stool do?*": - -
Customers What. use could lho
fuoke of that? & -
Shopgirl: When she has to trnel in
a car crowded with men she can opzn
it out and it dowa in the alsle, you
lmow. 4 ry
. - ® i' | ]

Ahyﬂr:lllp"f_"‘w

" {Fox - onee - the Bishop . and clergy
were _to be, found on. the saine..plpt-

- e

ister  of . the town. . The worthy
Mayor whs trinsported: with joy &t
ihe - sight. ..  After . remarking  how

. gmtliymg 1t was_to see Church and
! Chapel' joining together in 3 common

L)

cauge;r he added:-And.-what I says,
gentlemen, is this:- if a man’as ‘art is
in the- right™ place, - don’t matter
wlmt sex-_‘lgne bekmgs w. % et ,m-“{

b
leulr te' Dhuge- ; -
| An.elderly lady. presented & chegue
hteiy to d young bank, clexk <. i
. After examining ‘it eritically, he
#aid.. “This Is & argeted chedque, mad-
ame: I am ROTFy we cannot pay it
across the counter.” | .
Elderly lady: "\ercr mmd I can
eome round!l™ .

B R e
Her lli-tuke. -

The condnctm- said t'h.ere was room
for a few more inside.

-At the eoruer, when & tram t.urned
west, -the customary contingent of
#hoppera got Jo, and there was an un-
comfortable jam.

But the Jittle man kept his eyes on
kin paper. He also kept his seat.

“Pardon meé, madam,” said a polite
man hanging on to a strap to a lady
standing beside lmn with an armful
of papet parcels, “ you are etanding
on my foot.”. . Lt e

“1'm’go sorry,” smd she. 1 thought
it belonged to the man sllting Jown.”

And then the little man’s eyes were
lifted frum his pnper, and Ehe got the
Beat, L. ool

d bR .""‘ i
Hew Temmy Kpoilt the
. & DMuner, T

T was invited to & frlend’u houss to
partake of the Christmas dinner. A
merry company were sssembled, and
all enjoyed the feast of good things
prowde«{ by our geniat hosteas, One

-

of the guests, in a joculsr manner, *

asked littie Tommy, the son of our
bostess, where turkeyd came from.
“Dunno,”
1ell you where this one came from™
(pointing 10 the one on the table),
“Ma got it from & tramp for one and
sixpence, 'cause the man pald he Jtole
& Dot he. W " e

with tbe . Nonconformist™ min-’

‘ds any

In Deubiftul Campany.
At s party onr evening a gradleoman

met & young lady with whoos he-was- '

slightly sacquainied, who was comeni-
ered. by ber friends l.o bn - ulbr
strong-oaluded
ally » bit of & romp. .«

in the courme of conversailon he rie
marked that he had not scem ber for
a long time, and inquired if- she had
been enjoying = hulu.lny lb Hotorus
or the Roul.h.

'*0Oh, no,” replied the hdv: “Y¥ bhad: o
‘nlhing tonr. Other two  girle and -
1 took a tramp through the Waikato
for a month; and we just hod & glori~
ous time of it.

“Indeed, that wan surely & very un-
nxnal way of spending a bbliday. T
hope the tramp behaved ix & plmpcr
sud becoming manner?™

- + *
An HM.8. Ringdeve Tarm.

- During the reeent cruise'sf H.M.s
Ringdove amongst the Soldnaonn and

other South Bea islands, a visit waa =

poid to the lately-annexed Shmta Cruz

.

gronp to see that the flag was flying .

on all ef them. One faited tB come up
to sample; and an armed landing-party <
proceeded ashore to inquire into, and
it necessary avenge, the insudt. Tmves-
tigntion, however, disclosed ' that a -
«lfiel's wife had been so hawd kit by
the eoloured bunting that sk had uwed
it to supplement the resources-of her

lown scanty wardrobe, and?the nsmel -

jstand punishment of village-borning
and plg—slealing was nat mnrted tm

’ASHI\TG DAY,
- i
! “’hat &. gTahd - inlhl\l-
tion ie washing Jday;
it is thed::thet the
‘bed - linew, sheets,
“ shirts, wnderwear,
ete,, ete., . EO
* through a- process
of ' cleansngy " #nd
the '  washerwamen

s nl!y - Mosdeyy -
comes 't he‘rotne

. . _.of the hour. And.
what .. . _lovely " thing - it is
‘when wuhmg “day is".  over,

‘and all the linen in the Neuse is as
clean mud a8 white as snew. There
Je. no mistake about It, “cleanlinegs
s next to- podliness” Hut. juet. as

".ptﬁmular-ns‘cthe- housewdb i tar zee

that:there in & washing  dayr every:
week: in the honsd; %o shouwld -we be

particular for having a washiag day-

for our svstemﬂ Bile Beauk - fox Bi!l-f
-oushesi will - halp’ you; ,they

‘eleanse the stomach, clean cut uﬁ"in.o
.pure matter, and thomuglﬂy Purify

the blood. In cases of Comstipatien,
Bile Beans have worked wonders. If
@ proper conrse of Bile Beamm-is taken,
‘they will in ‘& short time st regniate
the bowels a3 to cause the patient to
have regular stools, thus:!-cleansing
the stomach of all impure enbrtanaes,
Mr ‘William Kiely, of Chapplestreet,
Broken Hill, suffered from- Constipas

“tion; among " ather cotnplaints, and he

says: “Of recent yexws Ifhave sub
fered scverely from Biliousoenss; Indis
gesimn and Constipation. The inter-
nal” pains were at times imbearabhe

.¥ waa off my food and sleepy and was

gradually getting in a bad: wey. In
my store L sell a large quantity of
Bile Beans, and tried them myself,
They worked wonders. After taking
several boxes I can say I am as well
man cen be.. They are the
best medicine I have ever tried, and
I nlways recommeénd them- to my cus-
tometrs.,” Bile Beans are sgold every-

- where at 13id per box_(lsrge), and
eyeryone should have o box on the .
*'shelf for an emergeucy. -

. .

ra¥  GOOD .COUGH
Cough Medicine 1s untll you 'have talem

WILTON'S OLD ENGLIFE. COUSH

compounded Irom & prescrigicn kndwm
to ba over 100 yenrs old. - I ia purely
Bcial. It thoroughly clenpsets the: Bitme
Price 1/6 par bottle. Boid by all Chewmm
Ists.-: Fleaso Insist upon getting It

- ObtatWable from Graves Afbia snd J,
& Haglett, and Chemiats everFwhors.

o
oo

for’ the days ‘“su-

MEDICINE: .
You do not know what atreaily gwod .

.LINCTUS. This pplendid préparation i -

* herbal and quite am ‘safe as-it Is bomms.
ke anawered; “but I can .
chini tubes ahd gives Imimedfnie reflef

."?
=

A Fres Vatei"lury Book.

The Proprirtors of Condy’s Fluid, of
Gorwell Rued, Londen, England, are
{we understand) now placing on every
hottle nf Condy's Fluid s most useful
Book eontaining instructions from Vet-
erinery Surgeons of the highest stand-
ing for the treatment and eure of all-
ments sud complaints nfecting Horaes,
Dogw, Uate, Catrle, Bheep, Pigs, Poul-
try, Plg‘tnnn, Lnge Hirda, L-old Fish,
ete, .

Condy's Fluid la really & Magical

Remedy for suffering anlwaals, and this
bouk will be fuund extremcly nasful,
We recorumend ull our readers to hu
a bottie uf Candy'a Finid, and careful-
Iy vead this Veterinary Book whick is
sow aftached t0 every bottle,

- We are willing to take a certaln

amonnt of rtock phrases in newspaper
accounts of Anerican tornadoen, but
when & New York paper tells ua alhout
& sephyr carryiog & bed quilt mixtyas

one miles and then going back for

the sheet, we're not there.

G NG QOB

o\ EVERY.LADY TO MAKE -

BIRDYS Castard &-in Makes n p-rfm m.h-crm Cuntard at » ml-lnuu
. of cont and trouhbls, - Uted by all the leading Diplomdées of tha Bouth
Kansingten Sulival of Cookary, London. Invaluable also for & wariety of
liut Dishes, reclpes for which Stoompany swary Ppackat.

NO REBKI]

-;smnmms-mmmmnm Wukesals Hexssss

DELICIOUS CUSTARD

BIRD'S

GUSTARD
~ POWDER

o

NO TROUEBLE) a
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" MANUFACTURES ROY.ALRS, ©

) {,TRESE. < .
Womnnnownrb Conal‘l‘l

, ” “ Have baou "','"“d

10 GOI.D \mmu.s -

- Canm -
.'. DIPLOME& DH‘Q‘I’OURS
~ &nd whenever exhlhlud have -'bhiml
- THE HIGHEST I{O'.NOLRB.

OBTiINABLE FROM

Throughout New Zealand.

IN MANY VARIETIES, ]
- BHAPES, AND STYLES.

" The Best Food for Infants snd Invalids in all Climates. .

ALWAYS READY.

HORLICK'S
MALTE

_IN POWDER FORM.

Wll MILE,
CONBINED
WITH WHEAT
AND
ll'll.l'

KEEPS

INDEFINITELY,
max:-r EELLN IN TH®

‘WO COOKING REQUIRED., .

NOURISEMENT.
PARTLY -
PREDIGESTED, -

STERILIZRN,

LK.

wom.

b : " Of alf Chemiigts and Stores, | '

ALL LEADI)-G DRAPBKS
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TURF FIXTURES.

Q%umbn B % ToAuckiand Trottieg
b Bummer Llestin

mb-r 26 l. .lmurr L Hm.-.k.hml
Eu'z)inlscl
er 5,
Deocetaber 2%, ﬂ:_:a&r}:lm cing Club
gzembor 26, 27—Taranaki Jock:y Club
ber M, Tt ey Chub

b
B—Auckiand Racing Clubd
il B8, M—Avnndue Jockey Clab
¥ 2, B3-Takapuna Jockey Club Wintar
une 8, 10, 13-A'R.C. North N.Z. Grand
Nnuonll Mesting

s e
DATIE or COI[ING I‘VEN'I‘I.

)auuur H—Auchiand Cop_
anuary l--Great Northern Derby
January :—A.R.C. Royal Btakes
Fanuary -Wellingion Cup
anuary X—Tekapuna Cup

Feb 20— s} .
FabiuALy 77-Dunedin Gup .
L.t e ee .
£~ NOTES BY MOBNITOR. -

week bn VWednesday and Thursday,
when the weather was fine and the
atiendance op both daya fully up to
the - average. Betting throughout
d *brisk, the sum of £7862 going
Krough the totalisator during the
two dayd, - The Hack Ruordles went to
Discharge, with Rimu second and Vane
fguish ., Tobin Gray accounted
for the Grandstand Handicap, and he
followed this up on the second day
by eecuring the Scurry Handicap.
'.'l‘.hn Wocdville Cnp was won after &

good race by Mormur, who finished & -

lengih In front of Palaver, with Vol-
Gey third, Jewel Gun proved too good
fur . the opposition in the Flying
Handicap, his nearest opponent being
Marianthns and Mauostella. Amoureux

won the Borough Handicap from gtart -

to finish, and coming out mgain on
dhe second day somewhat easily car-
ried off the Railway Handicap, The
AWelter Hack Handicap gave rise to &
fine fnish between Kaiahakaroa and

assion ¥Fruit, the former petting

ome by balf a length. The speedy BL
Dennis had matters all his own way in
the Electric Handicap, leading from
the start and winning by two lengths
Irom Calceolarin and Warnote, On the
gecond day Firebal} opened proceed-
Ings by having a comfortable win In
the Stewards’ Handieap. Rimu, who
had ran second on the opening day, -
won the Hurdle Race in the easiest
possible fashlon. Brown Bill, after a
good race, got home n front of Pas-
sion Fruit in the Runhine Handicap,
while the Summer llundicap fell to
The Hempie, wha won nfter a desper-
ate struggle with Cherryetone by a
neck, Marianthus secured the Tele-
graph Maedicap, while Calceolaria
broughi matters to a conclusion by
running home ahenad of Regret and
Idaphne in the High Weight Handi-
Tap,

The second dzy of the Auckland
Racing Club’'s Summer Meeting will
take place to-merrow (Friday). At
1le time of writing J have not the
acceptances to hand, so thai I om

-guite unable to deal with the several .

events.

Curbine in- evidently coming” Inta
avour again with the sporting public
n England. Two of his stock to earn
winning brackets recently in the Old
Country are Semper Viglins and War-
grave. The former sturted in ihe
Lincoln Autumun Handieap at 10 to 1
againet, and carried Tet to victory
after o great race. VWargrave compets
ed nt the Lewes Autumn Meeting In
the Nurrery ¥Handicap, in which he
carried 7.2. Tha son of Warble went
out at odde on, gnd never giving ihe
field a chance won bard held.

The Royal Staken will be decided on
the concluding day of the A.R.C, meet-
ing, and et the time of writing twelve

remain in for the six furlong flutter. |

If he was guite himael? Renown should
possess a chaoce second to wone, but
a8 thls does not appear to be the case
it looke )ike proving e battle between
Mr Etesd's selected and Formaula,
Advance apprars to hold a mortgage
on the Auckland Flate, this being the

ouly eveat for which the champion

Jockey Chub -

* "The Woodville Taces took place last

.. prove of inferest:

cau

black will ecompete, He - certalnly
scems to hiold everything safe at
weight-for-age, and I anticipata that
hot tew will be found willing 10 op-
pose him

Next Thmsdny the CGreat Northern
Derby comes on for deciaion, and there
are but eight horses in to do battle fox

“ the Rlue Ribbon of the Turl. With Re-

. nown below par the race is far more
open them it otherwire would hawe
been, and Beddington and Formosak
should prove dangerous opponents tar
the Napier Crack to defent, - . :

The Awckland Steep]cchm w]m.-h
will be run next Wednesday, looks
Xike proving aduel bstween Cannongate

. and Nor-weat, and although the som

of Cannon is a g't‘enﬂy improved horse
I hardly fancy he ia equal to putting
. down the Sou® -wester geldmg over t,he
big n‘hs!.acles.t

AAWN TENMIS,

(By “Vantage.™)

The phetograph of Mr. J. Paton,
bon. mec. of the Now Zealand Lawn
Tenunie Association, was unavoidably

. held over last week, and nppenrn h\

. the current issne.- .

Mr. J. Patterson lett for the ehlm-
pionship meeting last Tuesday by the
Talune. The rest of the team left by
the Mapourika on Thursday, the com-
plete list being Parker, Peacock, Pat-
terson, Goldie, Vaile, Davies, Upton,
Caldwell and Young. .. ... ...

Miss Gore left logt week for Ch.nsb—
¢hurch, with the view of getting some
Practice in the Southern ecity hefore
the tournament. She will play with
her brother, Mr. H. M. Gore, in the
combined championships.

A Christchurch correspendent senda

me the fol]owmg information about
the meeting, which will "doubtless
prove of great interest to players in
all other parts: The secretary went
through the handicap entries last
night (December 14), and they are ex-
cellent. Seventy-one competitors for
the men’s single handicap would be
rather unwieldy but for our provision
for dividing into two grades.  All the
leading players of the colony except
Muarshall seem to have entered. Mar-
shall, I understand, disapproves of
the Victorians being allowed to com-
pete in pur championshipa,
. 'The men's handicgp doubles bas 32
Ppairs, the eombined handicap doublea
33, and the lndlee ‘events have filted
up to last year's numbers.

Dunedin sends a very strong contin-
gent of players numerically, most
handicap players, and have supported
ua most loyally. There are a number
of players from Oamaru and a coupla
from Invercargill.

« 'The local entries are good, nn& there

" are & good many from Wellington,

mostly well-known names, The West
Coast o©f the North XIsland and
Hawke's Bay are wunrepresented.
Shearing being late has, I know, kept
Dickie and eome others sway. Nel-
_sou has alsp sent nothing so far.

" There are a good many fresh names
smong the ladies from the South, It
‘remains . to be . geex hpw they turn
out.

Volow s ko
- ——

As there has Leen spme speculation
ws to whether the Australiang will
wisit Auckland, the following extract
{rom o letter written by & member of
their team to Mr. A. A Davies may
“The M.C.C. team,

consistlog of Dunlop and Diddams,

Waters, Saxon and McKean, leave Mel-

bourne ca the 12th inst., per Monowali,

for Christchurch, due to arrive there
on the 21st inet. It is our fmtemtion
to take purt in whatever matches we
. may be qualifed for at the New Zea-
land tournament, & match egainst
our team is o be erranged, and on
the Zpd or 4th of January we expect
to leave for Wellington, and, provided
time
at this

. disvand, thrée of our party, together

with myself, will continue our boliday .

ta Auckland. while the remainder go
direct to Sydoey. I very much regret

and Pasti

permits, & game will be played .
rt. If thisis not possible we .

PnyeTrapTe RS S B
CSO"‘Q’

indeed that my partner, Dunlop (of.
some six years' standing), aod the
winper of several single champion-
shipa, will not be able 10 accompany
me furiber north than Wellington,
However, those who are sbie to pro-
cosd to Anck.llnd while not being in’
any woy representative tennis players,
are :nthuulauis. and are sure to spend
a jolly time.”

L T T

The quality of tbe balls used in #he
recent match between Parker and
MHooper hag given rise to mome little
argument in the columns of the Press,
but it eertainly would be prudent on
the part of competitors, especially
after the mateh, to refrain from fight-
ing the maich over aguin on paper.
Bather take special precaotion be-
forehand 10 have best quality balls in
remddinesa yourself. In any canme, it
should have been the duty of the
pecretary to the Association to mee
that proper balls were supplied, and
not leave it to the Club cn whose
lawns the matck was g!nyed or to the
president of that Clul

We understand that Mr B, Diddame,
of the Victorian team mow vimiting
New Zealund, will pay a visit to Anck-
land after the holidays, and s match
ia already tafhred abowt between him
and Mr Hooper, which wiil certainly
be very mt.ereatmg to waich.

Auckland will be fs fairty well repre-
gented at the Christchurch tonrna-
ment, and we hope io hear of our
boys eecuring some of the waluabla
trophies, . It may not be ico much
‘to expect that they will return with
the championship banner, but the
Victorian. players probably carry too
mmany guns for - the New Zealand
‘players. . 4 :

. West End, as usosl, have ‘sent their
.quentum ‘of players, some five or six
.representatives of that Chub  going
South. J. Patterson lsft some daya

in advance of the others via the East
Coast. Evidently be intends to arrive
early on the scene of action, in order
to secure the necessary practice with

"the Southern and Australian cracks,

but players here well remember that
when last he visited Christchurch he
improved so rapidly and exhibited
such astonishing form that he caught
jt hot from the handicappers, and
sfnoe then he has enjoyed the soubri
quet of “Orwe 40 Paterson” . . - . ...

" Tt is unforfunate that the weather
was Bo bad on Saturday week last,
causing the postponement of the in=
terclub Axtures. It is probable that
a Baturday in each of the months of
Fanuaty, February, aud March will be

_set mpart to decide the premier club.

Great interest 1a being manifested in
the resulta.

P —

THE HULES OF WHIST

If you the modem gnme of whist
would know,

. ¥rom this great pnnc:p!a 1ts preceptl

flow:

-Treat your own hand as to your part-
ner's joined,

And play not oone alone, but both come
bined.

Your first lead makes ymu' pnrtne:
understand

Yhat is the chief component of your
hand;

And hence there is necessxry t.he
strongest -

That your ﬂrst lead be irom Four aﬂl!.
that's longest.

' In this with ace and ldng, lead king,

then ace: .
With king snd queen, kmg glso has
firat place;

YWith sce, gueen, kngve; lend ace and

then the queen;

‘With ace, four small ones, ace should
first be seen}

TWith gueen, knn.ve. ten. }ou Tet t‘hu
quecn precede;

"In other casea you the lowest lu&.

Ere you return your lrlend s your own
it play, .

But trumps you must retarn without
delay.

When you retorn your partners Tesd

take

palns .
To lead him hcck the best yout hand |

. oontain, R R Y

"

I.fnyou recelve mot more than three ad

rut;

It 3ou'h;ve more _\rnu may return thu'
' WO

But if you bold the master card you® e
baund

In most cases to play it sroond round. -

Whene'er you want = lead ’tin uldom

To le.ldgup to the weak or throogh the
Btrong,

If second hand your Inwnt should be
played,

Unless you mean “trump s-!gnal" to be
made;

Or i yoo've king and queen, or ace
and king,

‘Then one of these will be the proper
thing.

Mind well' the rule of trumps; yow'lk
cften need them;

‘When you hold five *tis atwaye right to
lead them,

Or it the lead won't come in lime fof
you, -

'I'hen signal to your partner -] tn

Watch also for your pariner's trump
request,

To which, with less ﬂmn four, play
out your best.

To lead through honours turned up ]
bad play,

Unless you want the trump sun. clenr—
ed away.

When. second tend, @ dnuhtmf rosk

Dont trump it i you''
trumpa than three;
But having threer or lesa trump fears

hold * merd

When weak in trumps’ youm]f don't
force your friend,

But alwaya force t.he ndvem strong
frump bhand.

!‘m' sequences stcm eu.stom has de-

The Towest you must play if you don’t
lead.

When you disoard weak snit you onght
. to choose, . .
For strong ones are too valulhla ta

Gk

GEAR (;o 'S

XTRACT
" of MELT

Beef Tea, S _L

vales. Sauces, eota.
GUARANTEED ™

BBSOLUTELY PURE.

And l| the Yery Highest Quality,
ma:fntmd mle.'n[_hnm l:‘-tm pazsed by

gﬂb!lfﬂ'lbh thrwghwt thc Colony. ¢
ASK FOR IT, And take no stker,

A
Bilhop s Citrate of thhla s
r very sffectlve and pleasant

remedy for the relief and
cure of Gout, Rheumatism,
Graval, Stone and allied dis-

eases. The regular uss of
BISHOP'S CIiTRATE of
Lithia as & beverage with
meals will complste| lw;rd
off an attack of Gou -
ALFRED BISHOP, LTD.,
48, 8pelman &t., London, '

N o el
18, O'OON.NEI.L-ITREET. SYDNEY.

GURED.
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“Exchange Notes. |

No call from the 22nd of Dectmber
until the 4th of January.

The market closed very limng on
Baturday. . . K

Waihi Company's record return
this month totalled £29,673, the pro-
duet of 11,108 tons. - . ‘

The total output from the Walhi
mine since 1890 js £1.490,489, of which
£628,500 wag distributed In dividends.

A parcel of 18 tons of ore from the
Ironcap mine-yickded- bullion worth
E52 1T/,

Monowai shnres’als& sold mt 3/4 this
week, and Broken Hills at 4d and 4id.

‘I'ributers in the Great Mercury mine
crushed 220 tons of ore for s retura
#f bullion warth £313 14/8, e

* The Talisman Cousolidated Com-
pany has acquired the Adeline Reefs
8.C., formerly known as the Wealth of
Nations, also = small area of ground
40 the west of this claim, the addition-
all areas agpregating over 100 acres.
These claims immedintely adjoin the
¥Yictor-Waihon seetion of the com-
pany’s property, and should prove a
very valuable aequisition.

The Waitekaurl Extended. Com-
Ppany’s output ta date iz £6,546, of
which £1,021 was last month’s contri-
batioa. c

In the May Queen Extended mine
stone broken from the reef thia week
shows sirong eolours of gold. -

* A very promising body of ore eight-
een inches to two feet in thickness,
was passed through in the Alpha last
week, The dish prospects of free geld
were not very high, but the hanging-
wall of the lode carsies & fajr samount
of sulphide. -

P ess Castle - Bock . Cotnpany
crushed 961bs of wtone for a return of
S4ozs of gold worth about £150.

" The Barrier Reefs Gold Mining Co.
this week received a cable through the
Bank of New Zealand stating that the
wum-of £3,144 5/4 has been placed to

. its credit, this being the net proceeda
of the concentrates forwnrded © for
- freatment to: the Sulphide- Corpor-
mtion, XERE < o 0 g e )

. A good deal,of business .bas been
* done im:Waihi Extended shares ag

prices ranging from 3,7 to 4/5, . ..,

A parcel of 501bs of stone from the
Nil Desperdnfvm ‘new find-at Maha-

»~Wirdu, when treated yielded 5lozs
13dwts of gold worth aliout £150,

Tairua Broken Hill shares have again
ndvanced, sales being made from 1/4
to 1/10, -'This is & good sign in faee of
the fact that a threepence call will
exhause the capital.

Sales of Imperinks took place at 4d
and 5id. May Queens changed hands
at 10d, Bunkers Hill 6d, ard May
Queen Extended at 9d. ¢ ¢ 7

A gividend -at the rate ©f 6 per cent.
per annum will-be paid by the N.Z.
and KRiver Plate Company thia year.
he approximate net profit for the
Fear is £31,360, of which £18,000 will
be added to the reserve fund, and £917
yarried forward, . . R
s #rath British Imsurance shares soid
nt 737, New Zealands ot 70/, and Nat-
fonals at 20/ > ¢ T :
* The Thames-Hauraki Company bas
been notified that if it ceages pumping
the Drainage Board will not take aec-
tion for bresch of coniruct,  ‘This is
due to the plea being raised by the
May Queen representative “that the
Board has no powers to rétover con-
gributiona. : : - s
* Beveral’’ fransactions have ‘taken
place this week in I.8.C. shares at 8/6.
¥ The Waltekauri return Jfor “the
ynonth totalled £5,304 from 2,512 tons,
making the total output to date
£204,5809 17/, 3 . .

Devonport Ferry Company paid the
customary dividend thie week,

The new find in the Mahakiraw Val-
ley promises well, -Messra Davies and
Prescott have bagped enother 361b of
¥ich specimens from the lode. Already
moveral aress have been pegged out in
et dletriot, i s ot S ii
Y -May Quesp “triputers erushed 130
tons bf ‘ore for a yleld of bullion val-

u e

fed b £1,074 074 7
¢ @bhe, Mmmanw ,: Company, Whaoga-

mata, cleared up this week for the ex-
cellent retnryg ot F1243 37 Loy 160
tons of are. " " 7 -

A parcel of 38 ton: of ore from the
Hardsworth eluim, Knuotunu, yielded
bullion werth £270 B/l18. .

i

By the Assassin’s Hand.

SOME RULERS W0 HAVE PER-
1SHED BY PISTOL, KNIFE !
P AND DBOMB. ", ' '

It has always been one of the
pen‘-lties of royalty, rulers and the
politically powerful to fuil to please
everybody, and im many instances
during the last century Kings,

Queens, Princes, Presidents and Min- -~

isters have paid that penalty with
their lives, while many another would
have done 8o but for the intervention
of Providence. There is hurdly a liv-
ing sovereign agninst whom the hand
of the assassin has not been raised,
our own goond {Jueen not excepted,
and with such deadly effect have
bomb, dagger and pistol been wielded
by Anarchists, Nihilists and others
that it would not be possible to count
on one’s fingers the times the world
has been shocked in the last hundred
years by news of royal and political
murders. 0

The latest murder of a crowned
head will atill be fresh in the memory
of most of our readers—that of King
Humbert, of Italy, at Monza, on the
29th July last.

The mnrder of the Fmpress of Aus-
trie Iaat year came as a shock to the
whole of the civilised world.

The Empress, who was staying at

her favourite resort, Territet, on the
Lake of Geneva, made an excursion to
Geneva, and was returning to the
boat’ when the assassination took
place. Bhe had nearly reached the
landing place, whenr a man pushed
againgt her, and she nearly fell, but
her lady-in-waiting, thinkiag that he
had only jostled her, walked on by her
gide, “‘When she reached the boat the
Empress became very faint, and the
captain, after he had started; waa in-
duced iao put back, when it was dis-
covered that 'Her Majesty had been
stabbed to the heart, and ‘she gied
soonl afterwards withont ever know-
ing that she had been murdered.” -
. The apsassination of the late Bheh
of Persia took place wnder cireum-
stances entirely different to those
surrounding the .murders of other
rulers referred to in this article, for
he was engaged in his devotions when
the fatal shot which robbed him of
his life was fired. Tl ot

On. the fizst of AMay, 1396, he went
forth frem his palace, at Teheran, to
the shrine of Abdul Azinu. .Ere he en-
tered the building he gave a bank note
to an Arab, and spoke a few kind
words (te @ water carrier.’ . At-the
hour of twe he was kneeling at his
prayers,” whem: - the -stillness was
broker by the report of a revolver.
The Shah rese to hiv feet, and, turn-
ing, fixed his eyes on the flying as-
sassin, took two or three’ steps for-
ward, and dropped to the - ground.
Bome of his attendants roshed to bis
aid, while others secured the mur-
derer, but His Imperial Majesty wus
past human assistance—the shot had

passed between the 6Ffth and sixth

ribs and entered his heart.

Gmne of the most cruel and terrible

assassinations which may claim to be
included in this article wis that of
Stambuleff, the *“Bismarck of ' Bul-
garia,” who, though neither of royal
blood nor a ruler in the understood
sense of the word as here used, was
for a long time, politically, monarch
of Bulgaria, much to the dissaiisfae-
tion of the reigning Prince Ferdinand
and of Russia,. . .
" To recount the events which led up
to the murder of the _ ex-Premier
Etambuloff would be to tell a won-
derful and fascinating story of poli-
tical imtrigue crowned by this most
abominable crime, which was not the
deoing of Anarchists, but it wounld re-
quire a volums in itself. Therefore,
it must suffce to say that Stambulofl
during his tenure of office as Prime
Minister had by his policy, which was
not entirely in the interests of Rus-
pia, ineurred her displeasure. There-
fore, his Temoval wans determined np-
on, ubd ‘there ia mot the least doubt
that ‘Prince Ferdlnand was well
pware of the fnct—8tambuloft him-
gelf knew §t, and asked permission of
the Government to leave Bulparia for
Carlsbed, bt this was refused him.

What Btnmbuloff told many of his
friends would oceur came to pass on
the evening of July 15th, 18¢5. s

had bern playing cards in the Union
Club, at Sofla, and left there 10 return
to his mansion, which was in the
pame strect, at the hour of eight,
when 11 was still light in the streets,
wnd muny people were sbrowd. |, .

After standing for a moment out-

uide the ciub ke hailed & fueve, and
drove down the sireet. HScarcely had
they prooceded a doaen yards when
an aitack was made on the curriage.
Three men, armed with yataghuns,
knives and pistols, seemed to spring
from sut of the earth and rush upon
the vehicle, The ex-Prime Minister
muest have reeognised what waa hap-
pening, for, standing up la the car-
ringe, he whipped out his revolver and
fired, jumping at the same time to the
ground. He rocked to and fro as he
alighted on his feet, and ere ha could
regain his lLalance, & cruel blow on
the head from a yataghan felled him
to the earth, where the three men.
setting upon him with ferocious say-
agery, inflicted, in less time thun it
takes to read of the onsluught, the
most terrible injuriea. .
* He had twenty wounds la his head.
both hands were simost severed at the
wriats, an eye wad cut out, and his
face po ahockingly slashed as to be al-
most unrecognisable.  All this was
done ere & Iriend with him ecould
alight. even before the carriage hud
stopped, in fact, and before the body
servant of the vietim, who was seated
on the box of the carriage beside the
driver, could spring to the ground.
The murderers fled, learing M. Stam-
buloff weltering in hi¢ blood and his
friend lying beside him with stab
in the forehead. .. .

M. Stambuloff was yvet alive when
removed to hia home, and lingered in
agony two nights aod twe. dayd per-
fectly conscious, but never sleeping,
ere suceumbing on the 18th, Both his
hands had to be araputated. He bad
recognized two of the three assailants,
Hulolt and Tufektchieff, and the latter
wae nrrested, hut immediately released,
having proved.an alibi.. A reward of
10,000 francs wag offered for the mur-
derers, and many arrests were made,
put for thin terrible crime no one suf-
fered, and Bulgaria has yet to pay the
penalty for it. e

The. fonrth president of Fraoce, M.
F. Sadi Carnot, who was elected in
1827, served untit June 241h, 1894, when
he was stabbed to death in the streets
of Lyons. - He had gove thither oa a
vigit to the Exhibition. Bpending lhe
earlier part of the evening alt the
Palais d¢e¢ Cornmeree he set ‘out, the
central figure of a procession, for the
Grand Theatre, where there was to be
given a great gala performance. Every-
where his visit 1o the town had given
the greatest satisfaction, for the Pre-
sident was a2 popular man, and well
liked by the people. Crowds thronged
the: ronte to the theatre, ‘and before
the Place ée la Comedie was a happy
erowd awaiting to greet him on his
arrival, while the theatre itself was
packed swith an impatient audiencey
who had taken their seats at the houe
of nine. ’

" Smiling Taces were all around. Im
the boxes and fautenils, gallery and
pit there was a ripple of merry laugh-
ter. Foy was the all-pervading force.
The minutes crept on. The President
was late, but what were those shouts
without? He was coming., The masd
rose prepared io cheer. There was
silence outside now. Some officials en-
tered the "loge™ reserved for the Pre-
sidential party, and M. Rivand, Prefect
of Police, stepped to the front inte full
view of the house. The paleness of hia
face seemed to cast a chilliness over
every heart. Something was wrong.
FPeople tried to cheer, but the Prefect
solemnly raised his band and opened
hie lips, He essayed to speak, but for
a moment the werds refused to come.
When he spoke m bomb might have
veen dropped from the roof, go great
was the scene of consternation and

confusion his one short sentence creat-

ed, .,
"o not cheer,” he sald, with a
fremor in hls voire, *“Your President
bas been assassinated™

A mementary silence was followed
by on ootburst of rnge; women erled
alit in terror, tents ron down many a
face, men howled §n rage for “Venge-
ance! Vengeance!'

AMeanwhile, tie Presifent was slowly
dying.

The cavriage in which he hed net ont -

to go to the theatre wak paseing the
Credit Tyannnis when a young man
sprang riddeniy from the crowd on to
tha step of the vehicle and down agnin.
ITe had thrvat semething at the Presl-
dent. and M. Cavoor hed fallen back
in his reat, Fle had heen sfnbbed.

An officer felled the assassin to the

ground as he jumped from Lhe step
of the carriuge. The pelice selsed him
and wsaoldiers  closed around, god it
waw well they did, Jer the mob would
surely huve torn hiw limb frem limb.

Caseric Sunto, the wsspesin, was
lodyed in prison and safe fiom the en-
rugoed evawd, but be wus an [talian,
and they took vengesnce on the Itali-
ana in Lyons. Their shops were sack-
ed end burned, and (hemselves hunted
from the place, and the disorder spread
to other places, for at such a moment
people do not stop 1o rewson, and the
Inwless portion of society seize an op-
portunity te pursue their eslling in
comparative security.

The assassin, who wan twenty-two
»ebts of age, was executed at Lyonwe on
August 16th.

Kussia haa loxt two €rars In the
century uhder the hand of the pssan-
sin, but It was not the Nihiliats wha
strangied “the Emperor Puul  Fetro-
viteh, thovgh they accounted for the
Emperor Alexander 1., grandluther of
the present Czar, thun whom, perhaps,
no Sovereign had more attemptz made

.upon his life.

He had begun hia reign wisely and
well, desirous to do his duty as Em-
peror, gund lighten the sorrows and
burdens of his people. But either tha
people did not appreciate his well-
meant endeavours, or he thought they
did not, and when be fonuwd  there
were still elements i{n the mnation
dangeroua ‘alike to  bis life and o
the prosperity of Russia, he recalied
many of his humane laws, with the
result thut - there recommenced &
system of tyronny which made thinpge
worse than they were ere he came to
the throne, . '

Then was his life aimed at, not
onee,. nor twice, but often, but he
seemed to be specially guarded by
Providence, for he escaped the most
cunningiy-designed plots, and always
when it seemed impossible for them
to fail.  But suceess rewarded the
Nihilistie persistence at lnzt, and the
Czar was murdered on March 13, 1R31.

The Emperor was returning in his
carrtage from a review, along the
canal read, when the murder was ae-
comnplished, The first Lomb that woa
thrown destroyed the back of tha
carriage and killed the Cossack stand.
ing bwhind the vehicle, as well as
several other persons, but the Czar
remained uninjured. and his people
besought hitn to stay in his earricge
and be driven home as quickly as
possible,. The humane nature of His
Maujesty made ‘this wise course impos-
sible for Lim, and he insizted on him-
self seeing the extent of the jujuries
received by his attendants,

As the Czar stood speaking to thosa
who  were wounded anid thnse , who
had ‘escaped, a second bomb ' was

thrown, which exploded tlgse  at
his feet, rcausing him the most
fearful injuries, and killing the

man who threw it.. The Czar, as well
as nll those standing round him, fell
to the ground as if mowed down.

Inta the story of the hatching of
the plat, which came out at the trinl
of the Nihilists, -“who were hunted
down after the murder, it Iz impos
pible to go here. Five persony were
arrestied, including two women, and
ooe gave himself up voluntarily, and
on April 22nd five of them were
hanged, one of the wowmen being re-
prieved. .

S TR ———

TO DARKEN GREY HAIR.
Yockyers Bulpbur Huair Realorer,
quickest, safest, Lest ; restores the nnturgi
eolour. Lockyer's, the real English Hair
Rostorer. Large Battles, 1s (d, overy-
where.—{Advt) . L .

. TO LEND In wums ta

£10,000 suit Borrowers, at

Lowest Current Ratss.
R LAIBHLEY,
Vulcan Lane, Auckland,

C. S. C ORBETS.

MADE BY

W. S.

P AoNMsON &
Co

THIS CORSET, fn abeut 1¢ qualitics, IB
A BRLILICR.

Yra desire to confine this BRAND ia
small towns, to THH Pushing Draper,
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Just a Platonic Affair.

)
A LITTLY. IIOLIDAY ROMANCE.

- .
4. Beene: A Beat by the Sex
A Charocters: Ue and She,
Time; Alterncon.
. —

Bhe: Funny that we should meet
Bere! 1 canse in guite by chance, I
was going down the CLiff Walk,

MHe: Yen, 1 vaw yeu,

She: [ thought of you as T paseed,
bt of course 1 coutdn't look,

He: (uid how thingw happen.

Bhe: We peemn (o meet 50 often in
the afternocon—quite by chance,

ile: 11’ one of those colncidences—
you go by at a ecriain hour every
any. .

Bhe: And you are alwaya there,

Ele: And it seems an though we al-
wiys have something to nay.

She: That's why our frlendship is 5o
delighttul! 1 get go tired of sentiment?

He: It's such rot—anyhow—but you
kaow there are very few girls like you.
Most of them expect & man to throw
bouquets at them all the time. Now,

ou-—

tlhe: Ob, I hate that sort of thing!
When I firnt met youw—and realised
that you weren't that kind of man—I
was g0 believed! . -

He: Yes, I find mysel! wiching to .

consult you about even the most ordi-
mary things. I find your point of
view is more direct than my own, You
Jook straipht at things, 1 blink,

She: And yet 1 have blinked at the
irregularity of our friendship,

He: Why irregular?

Hhe: Oh, they do say that friendship
hetween tle sexes is not guad form, In
the 20th century people will have
outgrown such  [oolishness, ‘Them
friendships like ours will be more fre-

quent, 11 will be a rase of mutual—
Tespewt © and—er—peocple  won't  Te-
mark it. Why, you have no 1dea what

rilly idens people get sometimes. For
ionstunee, I know some of them think—

ol, well, it"s too ridiculous! -
e: What?
She; That we are engaged! Just

fancy! Ha! hal
He: 1la! ha! Buf—Ly Jove—that
dacan’t seem {air to you? i :
She: Oh, I dor’t mind it in the least,
They will soon ree we are oply friends, '
We ahall po op—and on—for ever, just
being  goodl friends.  Commenplace

people might call it love, but we shall

kuow Dbetter, ‘

lle: But supposé You marry some
day—that would spoil eversthiog. T
don’t suppose your husbaad would
understand —

She: I am quite .Rure your wife
would object! Women are funny that
way. Very few girls understaud pla-
tonie friendships. T

Me: Oh, I shiall pever marry, There's
only one girl that I like well encugh,
and ghe

She (nuickly): It isn’t Alice—ijs jt?

He: Alice! Now, you know better
than that. She's not at all my style!

She: Alice is a well menning girl.
Jow do you like her brother Jack?

He: Good enoupgh sort of feilow

She; He used to eall last winter, I
fhought him rather amuslng. He tells
fuch funny stories.

He: But frivoleous—don't you think?

HBhe:; Oh, I prefer a serious man!

He: If you should ever maity, what
kind of a fellow would you pick out?

$he: What an ideal

Ile: But really! You wlll have to
think about it some day.

Bhe: I ghall never marry. The man
ikat I might 1ike-awell, he daesn™
care for me in that way,

He: Doesn't care for you? He must
be an idiot, Do I know him?

%he: e has charming qualities—
meore 80 than any man I know! .

He (moodily): Oh, I see—I'm no
even in the race. -

$5he (softly): Well, there's that girl
¥on care forl -

Her The men accuse you of being

romething of a fiirt—like te play
shuttlecock with hearts, aud all ibat,
1s that true?

She: Not a man T eould reapeet.

He: Dh, hang respect! Could you
care for me?

She; Tn that way?

Ye: Oh, there's only one wany when
You get to it

She: How can penple tell
ihey're reoally in love?

He: Oh, you know well encugbh—
when it really happena!

She: But penple coolfuas—all sorts
of thinga with love nowndays, Meotal
attraction and mympathy.

He: Oh, look hera—I didn't ask yon
for & pold-blooded analysin. I want—

when

Fhe: What? LT r e s
He: You. - EA - .
Eke: Perhaps you enly (hink yen
do. Wait a few years, and then we
will be sure, . . . .
Them we may each meet other affinl-
tivs. Home people have twe or three,
yoa know, - .- = -
He: Oh, well—if it’s a juke to yon—
She: It's sa ordinary to just be in

love! A platonie affylr is more up to
date.
He: T want an suswer, You can'd

play with me. -

She: Ha, ha, ha! Y've heard that
soemewhere before! .

MHe: I dare any. Bo T suppose It must
be pood-bye.

She: No, walb-~a minute. It's all
new to mel - .

He: Well, try to absorb the idea and
tell me—-— foa . -

Bhe: Tt eeems »0 funny-

He: Yes, it's much jollier to be en-
goged. o :

She: Bot T never thonght it would
huppen like this

He: Neither did 1. But have yon ever
thought what fun it would be to stop
all the talk?

She: This is eertainly not like any-
thng T have ever rend. .

He: No, this in the real thing.

She: Them we must have been in
Jove from the first? .

He: Certainly. . - - .

She: Why didn’t you tell.me before?

He: I was nfraid you didn't care,
You o, don't you? : t

£he: Of course, S .

He: Then it's settled? -

“4he: Yes, but I'm not sure that I
wouldn't have liked the book way
betrer., " - Lo

AURTRALIAN WOMEN
“ALIL, NERVES.”

‘A NOTE OF ALARM.

. There are ominous signs that the
conditions of present day life induce
a state of exfreme nervous tension in
women, especially married women.
The danger - threatens not only ths
happiness of many homes ‘but the
welfore of the next generation also,
One.instance is that of a lady at Kai-
warra, Wellington, who haa been the
vietim of distressinginerve . troubles.
The. following details- were: furnished
by Mrs Mary Maher to our reporter.

She stated;—"For- mauny ' years -my -
pervous system ivas eompletely- shat~
tered, and life was almost unendurs-

able. At times I was quite unable to
control myself and would start and
tremble at the 'slightest -sound.

cgus internal complaint and was dis-
charped from the Hespital in-the be-
lief that I eould mnot live long, I was
extremely weak and lapguid, and my
food did not give me sirength to do
domestic duties. Having read how a
lady, who had suffered similarly, had
been cured by Dr, Williams' pink pills,
my busband purchased several boxes
for me. After taking twa boxes a
wonderful improvement was notice-
able, My nerves became retoned, and
I felt brighter and stronger; a con-
tinuance with Dr. Williams’ pink pilla
cured me, The weakuess, lassitude,
and trembling sensations have all
disappeared, and I take pleasure in
performing my household duties, As
» nerve tonie Dr. Willlams' pink pills
are untivalled.”

By retoning the nerves and enrich-
ing and increasing the blood supply
Dr. Williams' pink pills cure such
cases as Mrs Maker’s. Varicus merve
diseases gpuch as epilepsy, paralysis,
neuralgia, St. Vitus' dance, hysteris,
and early decay of the faculties have
yielded to the great tonic effect of Dr.
Williams' pink pills, which sre sold
by chemists nnd storekeepers, and by
the Dr, Williams' Medicire Co., Wel-
lington, price three shilllngs per box,
six boxrs sixteen and six post free,
Look for the full name as substitotes
are often passed off on unsuspeciiog
persons. .

The followlng smusing paredy on
the National Anthem was gung by »
dissatisfled student at & supper given
by the Benchers of Lincoln's Inn on
the evening of the Coronation Day of
Queen Victoriag N '

Tiappy end glorious—

Three half-pinta ‘'mong four of os, :

Heaven send no more of us, e
God anve the Queenl .-

[ -

- AUCHLAXND - TROTTING

Pres -
vious to tbhat I suffered from a seri- .

LATE SPORTING.

CLUB'S
BELUMMER MEETING.

The opening day of the Auckland
Trotting Ctub's Summer Meeting on
Entunday Just was a suceess In every
way, as the attendance was & large
one, and the sport provided of the
most execiting character. Hetting dur-
ing the afternoon wae distinetly brisk,
the sum of LS9 being invested on
the totalizutor, whirh isx & good ad-
ynnee on the amount put through on
the cortespouding day last year. I'ro-
ceedings opened with the Maiden Trot
Handieap, for which Lady K. had
mwost supporters. The winner turned

. 1y, however, in the little thought of

Hero, who won somewhat comfortably
from Comet V,, puying a dividend of
£9 2/. The Maidrn Fony Handicap
followed, and for this Nancy was most
in request, but she finished out of a
place, Wee ‘Tottie showing the way
home to The Spray and Taffy. The
Auckland Trotting Cup Handicap waa
the big event of the meeting, aud for
this o field of twelve inrned’ out.
Little Doctor war electeil o red-hot
favourite, with Albert Victor and
Huen Leigh next in request. The race
way somewhat of a surprise, as Cob,
who  trotted very consistently -
throughout, made nearly all the run-
ning, and won by over a length from
Viscount, retutning the good dividend
of £11 7/, In the Pooy Cup Handi-
cap most support was awarded to
Lady Howitzer and Bavaria, the Iatter
winning a good race by balf a length
from Doliy. There was little to
choose between Yum Yum and Larry
in the Electric Trot Handicap as far
as the berting went, but in the race
itself the gelding had matters a1l his-
owl way, winoing eanily from Comet
7
¥ - - 4. - )
The Handicap Steeplechase was one
more instaunce of the old adage that
there ix many a slip twixt the cup and
the lip, for when the race appeared a
certainty for Venus, who - was far
ahead of the field, he came to grief
when nearing home, leaving Banshee
and Tickle-me-gently-to fight it out
betiveen themselves, the former win-
ning by a length. In the December

Handicap.Trot Harold Abdullah jast

managed to put down s well-backed
candidate in Hellywood. The son of
Berlin Abdullah just reaching the post
with three yards to spare. The Tele-

‘phone Handieap concluded: proceed--
ings, and for this Athel was made a .

vYery warm favowrite, and she justified
the confidence reposed-in her by ‘win-
gmtg by ‘balf a lesgth  from - Wee

ottie, PR A

. i

AUCKLAND BACING cLUB
SUMMER MEETING.

The Auckland Racing Club will make
a commencement with their Sommer
Meeting on Wednesday next. As far as
can be seen at present the fixture looks
like proving one of the most succesaful
ever held ot lead-quarters. Cap Day is
always a very popular one with the Anck-
Iand "pablic, and fhere in bound to be &
lurge gathering present to witness the
Tacing :— .

The follewing are my selection for the
Vﬂug:l el\'lnﬁ: | 8o .

ri andicap : Solo, 1; Rose :
Cavaliera, 8, 0. it e 25

Great Northern Foal Stakes ; ¥

feireat MrStead’s

e -
Handieap Hurdles: Bellman, 1; Cam-
N Auekamd Cup: Bluejack
ucklan up : jas 1;
Giota 5 lt%!eal,z.'i. uejacket, 1; La
ilwa, andicap : Formula, 1;
horg, 2; {‘lle Nfedle‘,’:'l. . uis 15 Ho-
Iﬁumerly{, Handicap ;: CaliLre or Cressy,
andicap : Lady Avon or '.Elu.

Christmas Handicop: St Umsula, 1;
Honesty, 25 Peerage, 3, vee T
) .

Examination Homours.

“The Mirth of School Inspection™
is the title Mr . Stanley Ellis gives
to his cluster of examinetion stories.
Here are a few of the answers he
bhas culled:— . EE .

“A profegsor” is *“a geotleman that
generally playe at balle,” How true
it is that an M.P. is “a geutleman
who tries to make laws.” “A negro is
a man wbo eats missionaries.” A
schoel board is—and this remark
scems to merit “How true!™ ‘op the
margin es much as any phrase in »
lady’s novel from the . circulating
library—*a place wheére people talk
about education to make you vote for
them.,™ . - :

An inspecior In erdera was trying
1o make & cless form worde “Now,™
he maid. “I am & man. What kimd
of & mnn am 17" He wnoted 10 ex-

traet the compound noun “clergys
man.~ .
“A short man, kir.” |

“Yes, yea,” unid be, n little huffed,

‘No one likes to be called & short man,

eapecially when he is short. “That ja,
I am not a particnlarly tall man. But
that ja not quite the kind of word L
want. Can mnyone zige txy?" ?
_ “Little man, sir," . CF
.. "Well, that's ‘about equal to short,
fsn’t it? Try again”™ X

T “Ugly little man, sir™ -,

s ———pre—

Bores!

—yyr .

There are various kinds of bores,
For instanee, there is wild boar, and
the tame bore who drives you wild
The hide of the wild bour is covercd
with short strong bristles which can

* turn the point of a apear, and affords

him a certain amount of protection.
The hide of the tame bore iz abso-
lutely impenetrable. - .
_ Wild boars have long ceasest to roam
about in thiz country, but w number
©of them are preserved in an enclosure -
in Windsor Forast; tame Dbores are
still . to be found .in great nunbers
in Epglaad, and most of them are
only tco, well preserved. Hunters are
warned io avoid the tnsks of the wil@
boar, which' are sharp and inflict'a
nasty wound; you should also en-
deavour to avoid the tongue of the
bore, for although naot a4 & rule sharp
it has the power of making you mad.
Tnless disturbed in his haunts the
wild boar does not generally attack
human beings: it differs in this re-
spect from the tame borz, who salliea
forth in search of his victims and
rung them down even when they are
most anxiouz to avoid him. *
Years ago in the mansions of the
mighty one of the principal dishes
was boar’s hzad, which Was set vpon-
the table at Christmas time -with
much pomp and ceremony, and even
now at a fashionable dinner party a -
bore’s head j& frequently seen at tha
tabla. L o
- In conciuding this article upon -
bores I should like to point out with’
pardonable pride that I have resisted
aH temptation to allude to'the feathier:
and:fur boas worn by ladies, and have -

- not even . se much as mentiohed tha-
' hea-constrictor, B R

Y

f ' TR

. DON'E, DELAY. *: t.jn
* Webher’s Vitadatio -
..  WILL CORE YOU, . }
. GIVE IT A FAIR TRIAL, -« 2
. —ttrn A . P
GRAVEL, - ; - -

A TERRIBLE CASE OF SUFFERING
CURED BY THE USE OF | °
FVITADATIO, BN

B E 5
Brisbane-st., . Launceston, .Tas, *
© W. Costain begs to intimate to him
many friends and the public gener-
ally, that Vitadatio, that marvelloua
remedy, has workad & miracle. -1
have suffered for many years from.. -
Gravel and Liver Complaints,  which'
brought about a complication - of -
Diseases. Some twelve months age I

‘bad a Paralytic Stroke, which almost | .

proved fatal. I got about again, but
it lett ma with Asthma end Bron=
chitis, which up to two monthe back -
I could get nothing to relieve me of.
I was advlsed to_try your Vitadatid,
I did so. Before I had been toking -
it 4 week I began to improve, and
have don2 so up to the present time.
I contlnued your medicine. Up 14
time, I am feeling better than I have
done for years—Yours faithfully,
(Sigmed) W. COSTAIN,
To Mr WEBBER. N
September 25, 1895, ;.g,’\;
i . . T

The price of the medicine Inr ™ -
Rep. Quarts,  5/6; Rep. pints, 3/6!{ '
. Indian Oil of Cream, 2/6. -
- Ark your Grocer or Chemint for it *
8. A. PALMER, Bole Distributor fem
Australasio, India, Ceylon, and Japan,
Head Oftice for New Zealand, 30
) Manners-strest, Wellington, B
W. WEBBER, Lauoceston, Tasmanis, -
Sole Proprietor.
Correrpondence Invited.  Write
. . - Teatimpolals,
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By GUY BOOTHBY.

Auther of **Dr. Nikela,” ** A Bid for Fortune," ete.

(hristmas at Pentarton Hall wes like
the rite of matrimony, a thing not to
be taken in hand “wantonly or unad-
visedly."” It was a fesiive season
which few who had participated in it
are ever likely to forget. In the first
place the old sguire waa not the som
of man to stand any nondemse. He in-
vited you meaning that you should
have a good time while you were with
him. He welcomed you with the same
intention. He looked after your com-
fort and amusements from ithe day
that you entered his hospitable doors
until you left thew again And if
when that =ad moment arrived you de-
parted with the opinien that Cbrist-
mas nt Pentuerton was not what it had
been described, well then you did what
no other man had been known to do
hefore you, and deserved o sufler as
guch. WWhy, the mere sight of the
squire’s joliy red face was sutticient to
make a man enjoy himself. to say no-
thing of his cheery voice and inex:
haustible fund of anecdotes, which
everyone had heard before, but which
all longed to hear again As a host be
was ohe man in a thousand, and when
vou eome to his houselkeeper and
niece, pretty Winifred Dycie, well all
Fou can say is that she is just ope in
2 million, and I den't mind who knows
my opinion, How it came about that
the squire had never married has never
been properly explained.  Between
ourselves, however, I faney there is
some mystery in the matter. There
are mnol wanting people 1m_ieed who
assert that the squire-apd hlsf.b_l-o{he?r
poth loved and wooed winifred's
mother, that the Founger wis BiCoess-
ful. and that the squire, like the '_trump
he alwaws was, and always will hf,
acted up-t.o his principles, held out his
hand to his rival and wished _]lul_'n jow.
When, five years later, Winifred's
father met his death on the field of
battle, and his wife died of & broken
heart on receiving the news, _he ﬂ?ok
the littie orphan girl to live with bim,
and pave her every BCrap of his great
heart. Xo one will ever realise ‘how
much that eouple loved each other,
but many who have stayed at Penter-
tou can hazard a very good guess. _If
you were to listen ta the old squire
you would hear the most alsund stor-
fus about hiz dorling. He would tell
vou how, when she was only a tiny
dot of five, she wuql:_] ac-
COmpany him oo his rvisils to
the kennels, and pick out old Rover
and Roysierer from fifteen cou[ﬂ? or
more, and never ery or even whimper
when the great beasts fammed about
her ahd endeavoured to put their paws
wupon her shoulders and try to lick her
face, He would tell you the most extra-
ordinary stories aboul her prowess in
the waddle, how, “By Gad, sa{'. she had
ridden his own pet hunter Nimrod on
a certain ever to be remem bered day.
when the hounds met at P]Iﬂ(_lE;:
(roree, and fairly floored the field, sir.
And if the teling happened to be at
night it is a thousaod te a sixpence
that he would order up another 'bot(le
nf port, one of the very particular,
Wy the way, and drink to the health
of the sweetest maid who ever wore &
habit. T dom't think T should be very
far wrong in saying that before she
was twenty she had ever given the
wqniTe a moment’s unhappiness. That
unfortunately was to come, f'“d it was
the coming of it that congtitutes this
atory. Needless to sV, old Squire
Dveie’s miecs was not Jikely to lark
admirers. As a matter of fact they
fincked in from ad directions until
the squire bepan 10 think that It
woulkl he wiser were he to issue orders
that no male shonld be adtpﬂtetl with-
in his pates without o written permit
from himself, They c:u:ne f"r‘?m north,
pouth, east and wesi, 4t
squire’s grest Jo¥ invariably went

to the .

away disconeolate. How were they to
know that het heart was already given
and, as is often the case, to the very
man of all others whom the equire
was least likely to approve?  Hand-
gome, devil-may-care Dick Reverley,
the Ruined Squire of Blicksford, was a
charming companion of irrepreachable
birth andd manners. As a set off, how-
ever, ugainst these advantages, it wae
well kpown that he had sguandered
his patrimomy, had been- rusticated
from Cambridge, and was in conse-
quence the horror of virtuous mothers
with marriageable daughters for many
miles around, That he should have
fallen in love with pretty Winifred
Dyecie seemed only natural, for they all
did, but that she should have recipro-
cated his affection and have promised
to be hiz wife seemed to be out of the
proper order of things. However, it
was a fact, and one that was likely to
cause a considerable amount of trouble
for all parties concerned in the neat
futuré. Ope day the young man screw-
ed up his courage and rode over to
the hall for an interview with the
squire.  The latter listened to him
patiently and then spoke his mind.

“Impossible,” he said, *‘guite im-
possihle. What you ask is out of the
guestion."”

“You mean, | suppose, thar  yom
have heard all sorts of things about
me. That I am hard up and have
been a bit wiid. I don't deny it, but if
T gave you my word that I will reform
and that I will not marry your niees
untit T have set the old place on its
feet apain. will you accept that as
sufticient proof of my love, and sane-
tion our engagement 2"

“I ¢can sanction nothing.” the Squire
answered. T can only repeat that
what yvou ask is impossible.”*

“Entreaty will not move you?”

“Nothing will move me,” the other
replied. “My mind is made up.”

Seeing thut it was useless to say
anything further, Dick bude him
good-lye, and that night, at o stalen
mweeting, in a wood behind the 1iall,
informed Winifred of what had
oveurred. at the interview. Some
meddlesome person told the Squire
of the meeting, and he spoke to his
niece upon the subject.  Bhe con-
fexsed her love, and vowed that with-
out voung HBeverley life for her would
be a blank. Then the Squire lost his
temper, awd said things for which 1
can arsure yru he wus sorry after-
wards. The result war a misunder-
standing and a tiff, which on the
Syuire’s part took the form of a letter
to the young man in quest’on, warn-
ing him to have no intercourse with
Li= niere, Winifred, under the
pain of his, the Sqguire’s. zevere dis-
plensure. In less than a month he
lid come to hate the ¥young minn as
he had never hated anyone in hix 'fe
hefore, His very name was an abomi-
nation o him. Whit waus more, he
shepherded his niece more “closely
than ever, and seldom allowed her vut
of his sight, In consequence the
lovers were not permitted to meet,
and Winifred began to look pale and
heuvy-eved, and life at the Hall was
the reverse of cheerful. There could
T no doubt that the affair wus eans-
ing the dear old Squtre nr  preat
amount of misery, He was not the
same man at all. He ha:d no desire
to be unjnst, nor. had he considered
young Beverley a wsunifable mateh.
would he have stood in the way for n
moment. As n matter of fact he did
nnt know much albout him personally.
and what little he did know was told
him by busy-bodies who doubtless
had their own ressone for desiring to
prove the young feilow a villain of
the deepest dye. On one pitiable
oceasion, he was driven into saying

- told him of

something which at any other time
he would rather have cut hia tongus
ovut than have uttered. When he lefs
the drawing-room, where the inters
view had taken place, and returned
to hia own room, tiregory, his ancient
butler, informed him that Mrs Uibba,
the housekevper, desired 1o speak to
him

“Bend her in, semd her in” said the
Squire a little sharply, for he was nat
in the humour for dowmestic worries.
Then to himeelf, he added: “What on
earth can the woman have to say to
me?"

It turned out that Mre Gibba' er-
rand was of a peculiar nature. A
domestic cricis  was imminent and
chaos reigned in the servants’ hall
P'ut into plain words it amounted to
this: the (irey Cavalier, the famouns
Penterton ghost, who was known to
pace the gquadrangle at the back of
the house when any great trouble
was shout te happen to the family,
had made his appearance on three
oceasions of late, and had heen plain-
ty seen by a footman, a lady’s maid,
and a hgusemaid., The footman had
been reduced to a state of collapse,
the females to a condition of idiocy.
According to their statements he was
standling in the moonlit gquadrungle
at the time, gazing sadly at the
house. Then, with a wave of his
hand, he had dizsappeared in the diree-
tion of the chapel, back to his tomb
behind the altar. They indignantly
denied any possibility of their harving
bheen mistaken. They had wseen his
great grey boots, his love locks, his
lnce ruffles, and his grey beaver hat.
und as a result nothing could induece
them to stay after their month wns
up, or to cross the Quadrangle after
dark.

“"Your maida are o pack of fools. and
the foorman is something worse,”
eried the irritable Sgnire, not, how-
ever, withont a thrill of satisfaction
as he thought of the story he would
now be able to tell concerning the fa-
mons Spectre. Howwever, he sent Mrs.
Gibbs about her business, and then sat
down at his writing table to pen a let-
ter to his best friend in the world. He
his diffieulty regarding
voung Reverley, of his niece's state
of health, and asked his advice. Two
days later an answer arrived. and in it
the old Celonel promised to do his best
te exorc¢ise the fatal passion that had
tuken possession of the pretty Wini-
fred, and for this reason he would
spend Christmas  at  the Hall, ana
Lring as muany of his yvoung friends
as be conld collect with him. KNow, if
the Colouel! knew one eligible young
man he knew a dozen, the respectabil-
ity. weulth and culture of whom he
was prepated to guarantee with his
lifc  What was more, he krew half
a dozen girls of transcendent beauty
uud accomplishments, wha woeuld aet
as excellent foils and wonld put Wini-
fred upon her mettle, With such «
force at his hack it would be strunge
indeed, he argued, if they were un-
able to rout Beverley, and drive him
from the field. never to return. Al-
though Winifred protested against
such un invasion, the necessary lovl
tations were despatened, and in due
course aceepted by the parties con-
cerned. Tn the meantime Deverley
wis supposed  to be in Londen, ona
Winifred’s beart wus about as sad as
it was possible for the heart of 4 mal-
den to e, Indeed, the only persen
who seemed to be enjoying the festive
season At all, was the grey ghost of Bir
Michael, who, within the previous
manth, had been twice seeu on his ac-
customed promenacde.  The result was
80 upsetting from a domestic point ot
view that, instead of venerating him
az he had been brought up to do, the
Squire began to look upon his super-
naturnl relative ax a nuixanee secand
only to Beverley limself. Though he
protested that it was all fancey, and
those who declared thui they hud seen
the apparition must bave dreont it
1 have an idea that he wuas no nore
disposesl to pay a visit to the Quad-
rungle ot night than seere the muid
servants themselves,  What was mare,
he confined his visits te the chopel to
laxlight, and anxiously locked for-
ward to the time when his visitors
shon!d arrive, and by sa deing create
u diversion,

Al lnst the great doy cume, and the
staliles found their time fully taken
up meeting  traing ool ecnnveying
pueste to the Hall. Tolly and mistle.
tae derarated the corridors, great loge
spinitered on the fiver, and all wus
aaiety and merrynmnking. The Bquire,
to nll appearances, was jollity itself.
He had o warm welcome for ench new
arrival, a joke for the men, und, welt,
if the truth must be told, s kiss faor

the girls, The seeda of some promls-
ing flirtations were nown st afternoon
tea. and by the time the dressing gong
ed for dinner, all wan as merry
arringre betl,  Indeed, it wan not
until late in the evening, just ag the
bedroom cnndlesticks made thelr ap-
penrance, that a damper wae cast nupon
the spirits of the party. ‘Then, one
younye Indy, more courngeoun than the
rext. tnened to the Squire and asked
it it were true, As her maid bad told
her, that the tirey Cavalier had been
making hin appearance rather too fre-
quently of late.

The Squirve pazed at her in amaze-
ment. The temerity of the young lady
staggered him. As a rule the Grey
Covalier was never mentioned, save
with bated breath, nod never by any
cvhance within an hour of bedtime.
He noticed nlso that Winifred's hand
tremied, and that she turned death-
ly pule. He remembered the fact that
she had always entertained a great
fear of the Spectre, and his warm old
heart went out to the girl for that rea-
aon, and, perhaps, if the truth must
he told, for still another. He was well
awiure that ghe loved young Beverley,
aud he was filled with sorrow that it
should have fallen to hia lot to have
been compelled to differ from her as
to the merits of the man of her cholee,
However, as the matter stood, it was
impossible for him to draw back, and
accordingly he was forced not only to
let her suffer, but to suffer himself at
the =ame time. He thought of thiz
when hiz guests had departed to their
various hedrooms, and he and - Wini-
fred stood at the bottom of the great
stairease, higding eacrh other good-
night. His old heart was traubled,
and it was made pone the eusrier
when Winifred clasped Ther arms

about his  neck  and saidr
“Dear old wunele, you must try
to think better of me. Youm have
been so good to me, and 1 have repuir
your kindness so poorly. You will
never know how grateful I am to you
for it all.™

“Pooh, pooch,” said the squire, “yon
mustn’t talk nonsense, little girl. Run
away t0 bed and come down to break-
fast in the morning with the roses an
your cheeks.”

He mnoticed that the girl heaved a
heavy sigh as she turned to go npstalrs,
and though he could not understand
the reason he wes even more upset
than before. He began to wonder
whether young Beverley might not,
with encoursgement, turn out better
than he expected, and if he should
give him the chance. This led nilm to
think of his dear dead brother, and of
Winifred's mother, both of whom at

that  very moment were per-
haps watching  him  and  sigh-
ing at his treatment of their

orphan child. He accordingly henved
another heavy sigh, more doleful than
the first, and accompanied old (iregoTy
on his locking up operations with an
even zadder heart than ever. He had
nat retired to his couch more than a
conple of hours, however,
sleepless couple, by the wi
when the unmistai bl elic
of an jron  latech in  the quad-
ringle below reached his ewrs=.  What
cauld it mean? He spmng  ont of
Tl and hastened to the window.
He was only just in time, for there,
erossing the open spacve, v a tall,
grey tigure, habited in the costume of
u Cavalier, It was a frosty night, and
1he moun shone =a cold and clear that
every detail of his costume was plainly
ohservatle, even to the love locks and
the lang grey Boots  For the fArst
time in hix life the squire was looking
upon the apparition whose appearunce
wis suppased to foretell death or dis-
aster to his family. Suddenly. haw-
ever. something struck him as beiong
womewhat singular, and when he had
seen the firure disappear by the smadi
dear inte the chapel on the other side.
helieeft the windnw and begun to dress.
Then, taking u enndle, he depnrted
from: his chamber and set off on o w
tour of inspection. The house was In
tatal ilarkness god as silent az a grave.
e did not hesitate, however, hut
pushed an, passed the billiarnd menn,
Jisxen his own study, nntil he reached
the door in the long corridor, which
opened into the chapel itself. Once
there he blew out the light and saftly
apened the door. Creeping in be found
the worshipping place of his anrestars
In total darknese, save where it wan
lighted by the mooenbeams which #n-
tered throngh the lancet windows on
the further side. 'The marble effigies
of hin longr departed relatives rhowed
mti®® and dark above their tombs, hut
in the centre of the uirle stood {wo
figures whom he clearly TR el
one waz the grey Cavalier; the other
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Winifred, his niece, ¥rom bls place
of vantage he could pluiwiy overhesar
all that they were saying. Their con-
versation fan somewhat as followw: —

“Are you asure, Dick, dear, that you
mean whuat you eay?” whirpered the
girl, who, by the way, had bher arms
routk] the LCavalier's ueck.

“Quite sure,” the ghost of the grey
Cavalier replied. “The old man loves
you, and though he doean't trust me
I'll be dashed it 1I'll be such a mean
cad as 1o cayTy you off and break his
heart while there's a chance of win-
ning him round to our way of think-
ing. He'll like me al the betier when
be sees how hard I'm trying to be
worthy of you, and, on the other hand,
just think what life here would be 1o
him without you, little woman,”

*I wish, Dick, dear, he knew you as
Fou are. He hasa only heard the
things evil disposed ople have said
about yon. He doesn'ﬁ:now how good
you really are.”

“Not very good, 1I'm afraid,” the
other replied. “1f I've improved a bit
of fate I owe it all to you apd your
gentle influence. But I am trying to
puil up, and that at lenst is Romething.
And now I must be¢ off. You say there
in a ball on Boxing Night, so I suppose
I must wait until another night to ses
you."

“Cannot you pome then?™

What! The grey Cavalier make hils
appearance on such a festive occaslon?
If you think you could manage to slip
away for & quarter of an bour I might

“II'ni sure I could. At anyrate I'll do

my best. Put isn't it a great risk to
run " B
“Risk? Not a bit of it. In that

case the Speetre will be seen at mld-
night precisely.”

The Squire waited to hear no more,
bhut, softly opening the door, picked
up his candle and fled to hizs own
room to think over all be had heard.
Sn far as that particular night waa
econcerned his rest was likely to he
disturbed. In the morning., however,
he was a different being; he had come
to an understanding with Thimself,
and wag brighter in consequence. His
face at breakfast said as much. Never
had stich a Christmas Day been
koown at Penterton Hall. The Squire
was like 8 new man: he proposed
everyone’s health at lunch, and con-
ducted himself like an amiable luna-
tic during the remainder of the day.
PBoxing Day arrived in due course,
and discovered nn change in his con-
dition. Winifred scarcely knew what
‘to make of his bekavigur. Poor
child, the dance of that evening pre-
sented no charce of enjoyment for
her. Before dusk the Squire sum-
moned the Colonel and two or three
of the young wmen to his study and
kept them there for upwards of an
hour. Tt was to be observed that
when they emerged they seemed to be
staggering under the weijght of a
great responsibility.

0Of all the balls that have taken place
at Penterton that of which T am abont
to atterupt a description will alwaye
he ennsidered the most remarkable.
One nt the most natieeable featurce
was the fact that shortiy befora mid-
night the Colnnel and the young men
aforesaid dizappeared from the ball
toom. Winifred follnwed their ex-
ample a tittle later. The Syuire also
was not ta be seen.

The elock in the belfry had sear-ely
struck twelve before the door of the
ball roem opened and the Squnire en-
tered, escorting his niece. She was
very pole, and seermed much put ont
rhout something. Almost at the same
moment the door at the further end
of the ronm opened. and a singular
fizure, attired after the manner of
the reipn of the first Charles, ent-red,
esenrted by the Colonel and his stol.
wart aides. Winifred. on seeing him
uttered a crv, and would have run
towanrds him but that the Squire held
her back,

"Ladies and gentlemen.” the dear
nld fellow bhegan, Iooking round at
those prerent as he ppoke, "all of yon
have heard of the famnus Grey Cava.
lier nf Penterton Hall. Yoaou will in
the future he ahle tn say that you have
=een him face to face, and that he 1=

not pe terrible Aas you have heen Ted .
At 1nst the Spectre has’

tn RUDPORe.
heen laid hy the heels, and in sasing
that T have to make a confession to
¥oir. My dear friends. I feel that T
nm very mich to blame. Fer a long
time paxt T have listened to the wvolce
nf pnblic opinion, and re«funed to hear
that of love, The firat T am about to
put on one side: uwpon the other for
the futnre T will pin mv faith. Mr
Reverley, you have played me 8 trick
in the matter of the Grey Cavalier.

but I mm sure if T give you my darl-
ing’s hand you will vhow me thst my
confidence has not been misplaced,
Frum this momeat we will let bygones
I by gones, and now.” (here he turned
to the mu na} “play up;: let us
liuve some musie.”

0f course, we ol knew the story
of the unhappy love affair, and we
were all, or at any rate those of us
who were married. delighted at the
denouement. Winifred's face waa &
picture to see, and as for the Ghort,
well, if ever the Grey Cavalier was half
us happy as he appeared to be as he
whirled hin lady love over the ball
room floor, he muat have beon aa
jolly = spectre as could have been
found throughout the length and
tireadrh of the Iand.

They are to be married in three
montha time, and the Squire har com-
manded our presence at the ecere-
mony. Everyone agrees that Bever-
ley iR a reformed charneter, and if he
is at all grateful for hia happiness,
he must surely refleet that he owes it
to the lucky thonght which induced
him to take upon himaelt the ro'e of
the Grey Cavalier of Pentérion Hall.
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To Our RERDERS.

New Attractions for
the Century.

Among the good things we have in
store for ounr readers for next year
is o continuation of first-clase serials
by th emost popular writers of the
day.
titled

The first of these stories, en-

*THE MYSTERY OF THE
CLASPED HANDS,"

By GUY BOOTHBY,

THE CELEBRATED ROMANUIST.

Will be commenced in our columns

NEXT WEEK.

The author of *Dr. Nikola," *“The
Peantiful White Devil,” “A RBid for
Fortune,” ete., is touo well known for
it to be necessary to expatiate on the
quality of his work. A new movel
frow his pen is alwayvs welcome.

The exciting romance will be fol-

lowed by novels by

RUDYARD KIPLING
and

ANTHONY HOPE,

both writers in the very flrst ranks
at their profession.

Thesz and other serials have been
obtained by the “Graphie™ proprietors
with the object of giving the readers
of this popular journal the very besat
of what is going in the word of fic
tion.
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54 Jiozy of Chriztmas Sve.

By "FERGUS HUME.

Aunthor of **The Mystery of a Hansomw Cab”

{AnL

Squire Amyot, was nol & miser,
though there were many who said he
was, He wag womething of a herwit,
it s troe, and his mode of life was
nothing if not econowic. HBut he was

inditfferent utterly to tbe world, and -~

what it said of him; so that it is not
difficult tn understund how the spite-
ful tongues were set a-wagging.
There was no ostensible crime with
which to brand the man, so they per-
force fell back upon the charge of
avarice. They knew not that the mis-
anthrope is pot of necessity penuri-
oup; because he s a misanthrope.
And they seemed oblivious -to the fact
that an unsuspecting credulouns nature
ecan be so erushed, so deceived, so0
grievously wounded, as to recoil with-
in itzelf to excess and shrink frem
any contact with the world. And this
indeed wag what had happened to
Uilbert Amyot.

He was a recluse in overy sense of
the word—and as ascetic too as any
monk of the Thebaid, So far as his
experience went this world was full
of scoundrels. traitors. zeekers after
self. And he had done with it. He
had never married for the good reason
that the one weman he had chosen
for his own had jilted him. She had
preferred a wealthier suitor. And he
hait not felt ineclined to try again.
For thirty years he had sought for
one honest man, for one truthful
heart. But his sem¢h had been in
vain, And so he had retired to his
own domain, far away from the hol-
low. noisy, strenuous world. And
here at least be was able to avoid as.
sociation with the scekers after self
whom he abhorred, And here be was
still this snowy December.

The Hall was three miles distant
from any human habitation. For that
alone he loved it. It was a quaint
Tudar building of gray stone, richly
ornate. and ivy clothed. There it lay
in the heart of the great woods. for
all the warld like the palace of wome
Sleeping Beauty. When yon emerged
from the woods you came on the wide
moors. &0 desolate, 1lut the trees
were all round the house, and the
wintry wind whistled through them
now. For many days the snow had
fallen fast and thick. and the ground
was masked as with a white coverlet,
This was the seventieth Christinas of
Gilbert Amyot, and it found him the
true  misanthrope and introspective
egotist.

One servant only did he keep—ther
urged it as further proof that he was
a miser—and she an old dame of sixty
Yeurs. They called her Granny Jee.
She came from the three mile distant
bamlet of Saxten, Her history was a
simple ane ot hardship and uneceasing

toil. Her hkusband was leng since
dead. But she had one son. He was a
clerk in London. She had always

drended lest she should come at last
to the warkhouse. And se when she
had heard that Squire Amyot's house-
keeper. had died she had lost no time
but bad tramped out to the Hall in
quest. of her post, Perhaps because
she was an excellent cook, or becanse
she was alone in the world. or be-
canse she was as fond of her own fire-
side a8 any cat—or perhaps for all
these reasons. Amyot hud taken her
in. and the countryside had not been
o little surprived there: at. All this
had happened fifteen years ago. and
(iranny Jee was still at the Hall, She
occupied a small bedchamber in the
rear of the house. and was but little
geen. And the Squire  eame more
nearly to trusting her completely
than he had thought possible. On her
part the old dame worried him not at
all; and he took but small acconnt of
her,

Now none of the county neighbours
ever called om 3quire Amyot. The
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most frequent vigitors to the Hall
were of the genus vagrant; and with
them did Granny Jee deal after her
own wiay. Assuredly they cmine, as
well she knew, for ne good purpose.
For there were rumours of immeas-
urable wealth stored therein. Yet in
truth it was that aithough Amyot
apent hut small portion of his in-
come his surptlus funds were straight-
way well invested, and of actual
woney he had but little in the house,
Tt is true there were both gold and
wilver plate, but these were seldom, it
ever, taken from the strong room. He
used 1o spread them out there some-
li-mes. and examine them piece by
piece in the light ot a powertnl lam};.
and think how beautiful they were,
And it may be that Granny Jee had
seen the treasure thus exposed, and
babbled not wisely but tas well of all
its splendours on those rare oceasions
when she visited her home. But be
that as it may, Amyot Hall wns com-
monly_ reported to contain the treas-
ures of Peru. And so it was that a
strange episode befell on this prrticn-
lar Christmas Eve,

On the morning of that day Granny
Jee, in a great state of perturbation,
made her appearance in the room
which her master reserved wholly te
himsseM. Tt was a large apartment
this, with three windowr lpoking ont
on to the terrace, and facing the tang-
e coppice which encroached nigh up
to the house. The walls were lined
With oak and draped with hangings of
red velvet faded now beyond recog-
nition of their pristine shade. Where
there were no bangings there were
books-——many of them, The Squire ate
and slept here; indeed, the Squire
lived here. His bedstead—a quite un-
pretentious one of ijron—was con-
cealed from view by a screen. It stood
n one corner of the room. The table
whereon he took his meals stood in
another: and a large desk occupied
the centre. Tt was littered with
papers in disorder. He toiled far inro
the pight at this desk: for he was in
the throes of a work on the Empire
of Tslam. Religious and Political; per-
haps by way of reducing the rigours
of his seclusion. But he was fasein-
ated by and engrossed in his sulbject,
and often he would find the days evap-
orate “like ice in the sunlight.”” That
was his way of putting it, becanse he
rememhbered the phrase of Balzae.

And so it was with fear and treu:b-
ling that fivanny Jee intruded on this
day before Christmas wpon the serlu-
sion of her master. for she knew ro
well how impatient he was of ipter-
ruption, She saw no reason to hope
that he would be less so now than
usually.

She stepped timidly round to the
corner of hir desk. e lankeel np
fiercely, keeping one finger to marh
the page of the book he was resdiing.
For the moment he held the woman in
the farcination of his gaze. How
strangely contrasted these two rged
people! Granny Jee was 80 voung
lacking for her age. She had no
wrinkles to speak of, and her com-
Tlexion was almost an anackronism.
a0 piok it was and ro smooth, It com-
pared oddly with the whiteness «f her
hair. But Granny Jee had never {1xed
her brain, and it had reciprocated her
kind nse of it by inflicting narhing
approaching physical ravage upon her.
Ta do honeur to this visit she had ap-
fumed her very ancient gown of hard
black xrilk and her muslin ficho., too--
rot forgetting the mittens for her
hande. She looked so dignifiel and
romely. You conld qnite believe it
true what they said—that Granny Jer
had good blood in her veins. Amynt
#¥en thooght as much.

Now the Sqnire looked for all the
world like a magiclan of mediaevnl
times His skin was like parrhnient,
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Many, many wrinkles were there, bay

oh, so fine as to be slmost imperezpt-
ibie. His forehead was high and hald.
His nass was an the beak of a hawk.
Hiz hair was ns of silver where it
fringed his temples, and at the back
of his head, His beard was whits wnd
loug, He was hoary with age—digni-
fied and stately of mien. He wore &
akull cap of black velvet, and u black
velvet dresming-gown, too, yivdled at
the waist. You would bave said he
was some astrologer—a doer of dark
deers In the dark ages, What a fitting
cecupant for the Jugubrious room!i

He spoke to the woman.

“iWhat do you want, Mya Jee?”

Granny Jee dropped a courtesy. “0h,
if you please, nir, to.morrow’s Christ-
mas Day.”

«Well, well, then to-night's Christ-
mas Eve—the almanac has clearly told
me that—what of it?”

“T# you please, gir, I wish to go to
Saxton to-day and return to-morrow.”

“0h, indeed—to put it shortly, you
wish to spend the night away. Why,
pray ™

Granny Jee grew more ill at ease.
‘Her master had such a peculiar way of
putting things.

“] am growing old, sir—old, indeed.
And I have not spent a Christmas at
home for these many years, and 1
ghould like to see the mummers and
hear the carcls. Many a merry time
had T there in my young days—dead
snd gene now, deary me—dead and
gone!™

“Indeed, indeed—so you want to go
a-junketing at your age, do you e

“Oh, sir; why not, sir? Dees it not
du good to the old to watch the sparts
of the young? I feel T do want to
spend one mare Chrigtmas at Saxton
before I die. gir.”

“H'm.” And Squire Amyot rakeld
his beard with his lean, long finger.
He alwavs did that in moments of
hesitancy or deliberation.

“And what about my food. pray?®’
he asked.

*Well, there’s cold victuals for to-
day, sir, ana 1’11 be back in time to get
your breakfast, gir.,””

uQn far as that goes, I am content.
But T am not quite eertain in my own
mind, I may tell you, Mrs Jee, that
this desire for participation in the rev-
els of youth is your real reason for

ing.'”

Now Granny Jee trembled and turn-
ed pale. -

“Dh. sir, why should yom th'nk 0

“Hecause 1 am suspicious, Mra Jee,
Tiecause the world has made me doubt
everyone—trust no one. And 1 ‘harve
observed for the last werk or so that
yon have not been quite yourseli—no,
not quite yourself.””

“Y hope 1 have done wy best, sir.”

“0Oh, you have earned your money as
usual., if that’s what you mean. But
you evade my suggestion, Mrs Jee.
That of itself does not reassure me,
Abour & week mgo I observed you In
conversation with a tramp at the back
of the house—yes, & tramp, Now,
don’t weep, Mrs Jee, but listen to
what [ have to say te you. He was a
black-hearded skeleton of a man, this.
[ saw you in tears then, as I see you in
tears now, 1 noticed alsv that he
went away with a goodly supply of
food,”

wsir, 1 will be plain with you." She
smoothed her apron, und seemed as
though making an effort to overcome
herself. “The man, sir, was a elerk
from Tondon. He was in the same
office B8 my sOm, Siri and koowing
from him that 1 was here, he came T
tell me, sir’—she burst out weeping
anew—"to tell e, sir, that bhoth be
and my =on had been turned away.”

“Tudeed, and for what mscality were
they turned away?" .

«(h. for mowe, SiT, believe me, BT,
for none. Business was bad and some
of them were dismissed; they amongst
ihe number. The mal Was starving,
sir, und for a}l [ know, my son may e
in the same-plight. God help him. 1t
vou remember, sir. 1 have heen over to
Qaxton onee or twice lately. 1t was
to gend money to My poor child.”

wH'm. Very creditable of you. 1am
aure. Well, Mrs Jee, your explanation
for the time being is satisfactory,
Rut understand, pleare, ‘he must pot
come here Bgain Auny tramps loiter-
ing about the premises I shall have
locked up. As you know, there are
articles of great wvalue here—they
might be stolen, Mrs Jee™

“Sir, if you suspect me—"'

“Now that is guite enough. I do
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not suspeet you. If T did yon would
not remain here. Youn can go to Sax-
top and return in the moming.™

“Thank you, sir, thank yon. And,
wir, i you plesas, the carol singers
werse Wwanting to come around to-
night.™ '

“Very of them, 'y pare, Bui
T detext music of that order.”

“] merely mentioned It sir: fuet 4o
show that you would mnot be quite
alone—for it Is lonely hers, God
knows.”

“Yes, quite right. God ¥nows, and
Knowing, God protects me. You may
npare me the wsual platitudea T have
an excellent revolver, and if your sing-
ere or anyone else comes here under
the plea of roaring their carols, they
ghall taste of its qunality, T promise
you. You can go, Mra Jee.”

Mra Jee went, dropping a courieay
a8 ahe had done when she entered.

“A hard man, a hard man" she
murmured, “never an offer of help for
my poor son in his need. Ah, God,
this is like to be a bitter. bitter Christ-
mas for me.”

An she was leaving the room Gilrert
Amyot diviped what was passing
through her mind: waa he A& hard
man® He thought he might safely
answer “no” 'Fo the world at large.
ves, he was hard, and rightly so. he
held. But he believed in God, and he
knew how to do good in secret. How
distressed the old woman had heen
about her sen. He felt sorry for her.
He would do something to help her.
No doubt her story of the tramp was
quite trne. He wa= a clerk. and he
was a tramp, and he had been telling
her how they had been dismissed in
his office. Omly he went just a litile
further, since he had levelled some
thing more than a glance at the two
of them. He was sure from what he
had seen that this man was the son
of Granny. "Poor old thing; she goes
to Saxton not to send him money, but
to give it to him. Well, I should not
grudge her that pleagure even though
he—as he surely will-prove ungrate-
ful. What base ingratitude there i
in the world—svorst of all ingrat'tude
from son to parent! Perhaps the fel-
low was dishonest—more likely than
not! Oh, but I must help him—for

. old Granny’s sake I must he'p him. 1

suppose 1 ecould not have a more fit-
ting time than this. In one respect at
least 1 must be seasonable. I will be
seasonable.”

.And so he thought on.

Al that day the old woman Xept
away from her master, His meals
were served and remeved as by in-
visible hands, Only at the fall of dusk
did he-see her again, Then she told
him she was ready to go.

He assented. He did not even raise
his eyes from the page which held
them. *I'll expect you in the morn-
ing to serve my breakfast,” that was
all he said.

Away on the frozen snow trudged
the olt woman. her skirt kilted up.
How cold it was—but not se void as
he. How hard his heart! “ilow eruel!
That was what so many said of Gil-
bert Amyot. .

With the darkness came more snow.
The Hguire looked out and saw the
white flakes falling, in the blackness
of the night., He must make himself
comfortable. he thought. Such a
night it was. So he closed the shut-
ter. and poked the fire into a right
rayal blaze., Then he partook of the
frugal meul laid for him by Mrvs. Jee.
Perhaps an extra glass of port would
not be amiss, ns it was Christmas eve,
A pipe, tevo, was comforting, o he
vhose the one he liked the best and
filled it. How good a friend tobacco
tu solitary man!
let the wind howl, let the thermome-
ter run down into its very bulb, How
spug it was in here, Christmas Eve,
ves another Christmas Eve had come,
0Of course it had come—that was quite
natural. And he was here in the ol
hall alone—more alone than ever on
this night. Tiut then he was always
Jeast alone when by himseif. Why did
retrospretion force itself upon him?
He found no pleasure in it—hilde
Itoland had uot found less. Yet his
thoughts wanld go hack nnd back und
back, The ol times when he hod
mingled with his fellowr were mnot
pleasant  to recall. By 8 woman
seorned, hy hix so-called friends De-
trayed. How bitter it waa to think of
all that. TPositively he could not re-
call one human being who had not
been givem over to salf. Self, self, relf
—that was what everyone of them
Jived for. Peace on earth and good-

Tet the snow fall,,

will to man forsooth! What a farcel
As he thought of thess things the
very wine last its taste—even the to=
bacco. His memories were all ud-
piteasant—all, &1l quite cheerless.

_ The fire roared up the chimoey, and
the loge splintered and burst intoe
sparks, and outaide the snow atill fell
in & mever ending blinding veil.  Ten
o'clock atready! In a couple of hours
they would set the bells a vinging. in
token of the birth of Christ. And
there would be Judas kisses, and raun-
ted friendship, and expressions of nin-
cere goodwill, and well-wishing, and
underneath all would be hollow, rot-
ten, faithless. Ob, for one righteous
man uncorroded by the acid of self.
May Christ, who was born this night,
have mercy on mankind of Hin crea-
tion!

He grew weary. There were yet
two houra before he would seek reat.
1t occurred to him to visit the strong
room. Why, he did not know. He
eould have assigned no reason for the
impulse. But he obeyed it. He took
wp a hand lamp, and he walked
throngh the long passage chilled by
the icy breath of the night. The house
wns large and still and dark. There
was no sign of life, all the roome
were closed up—given over to dust
and silence. There were the portraits
of his ancestors looking down upon
him trom the walla, THe wondered.
had they telt ag bitterly as he? The
echo of his foot tread on the floor
rang oh, so hollow. The place was
ag Inll of strange noises a3 & sea-
chell. He unlocked the door of the
strong room, and left it open while
he lighted the lamps. They were
fixed to the walls many of them. The
place blnzed now like a shrine. He
was glad he had had them put there.
The wallz and floor were of stone; 80
was the roof, which was arched. There
was @ sereen before the door to Keep
away the stroug draught from the
passage.  The irom hoxes were all
there safe enough. He opened them.
What beautiful things were in them:
plates apd cups and vases and trays
all of gold and silver. How exquisite
they looked with the strong light
playing on them, especially  that
chased chalice in gold. the plunder of
some Spanish galleon. Tt bad come
down to him from an Flizabethan an-
cestor. And that ornmate silver tray.
too. so wonderfully wrought in myth-
ological design by the master hand of
Cellini. He set up the loving cups, he
set wp the vases of silver, the gorge-
ous centre pieces, the table orna-
ments. ©Oh, what & number there
were! Then came forks andl EL e
and knives and dishes, all in sxl\'er'and
richly gilt. They were “ery'beaut.lful.
He could imagine what a miser would
have felt at the sight of such a heard.
Thank God, he was no harpagon. .

“1yross, dross—mere dross.” he said
. “And the whole of it not worth
one honest heart. Yet how many souls
would it met buy. wWhat a balt for
satan to angle with!™ .

He stopped. e held his breath.
Surely that was a footstep: aml no
atealthy one either. Nut that of
thief. On, on. attering along lnwar_ds
the strong room it came. It was qln_ts’
light hearted. What on earth was it?
e would not confess to fear, but in-
stinctively his hand went to the re:
volyer in his pocket. He felt a chill
run through him, and e seemed to
realise morte than ever his ape He
wis old: old and alene, uo mateh for
uny able-bodied mau. No soul would
hear him call. ¥et he smiled grimly
and held his weapon the tighter. He
would shoot down the feremase of
them if there were more than one.
He had removed the sereen Aa that the
light shot out into the darkr'wss of
the passage. e cuited. SHIL the
same seumil: such a light, Tittle stepr
it. was., Again he waited. Then quite
a small white fipure camne into the
radiance.

“p child—a child,” he gasped.

And so it was 8 ohild—a tiny little
girl of not more than 5 years. Thl‘ll‘l‘
she eloml. Blinking her Llue eyes ino
the light betore him. Such hig eyes
they were pnd 80 plue—he could see
that even by this light—and curly
hair of polden glint anad a sweet 1ittle
button of a mout pursed np ever so
gravely. A litsle Christmas  angel
fruly in the whitest of white frocks.
and daintiest of shines, and round her
waist were wreaths of mistietoe, and
in her hand a ubranch of it, all ber-
ries. .

He stared, he conid uot apenk.
Whence came she? Fram the skies?
He sat down, and lo, phe pattered up

to his knee and placed her tiny band
in his, upd looked up at bhim ob, sa
wistfully.

“l'se Dally: who's you?'

~Pear little girl, who are you;
where do You vome from, who is with

you. child?”

“)1d 'ooman don away., Dolly's m
fairv. Take Dolly up.”

He lifted her om his koee, Bhe
weemed quite warm, Bhe nwust have

hid w clonk around her outside.
someone must have brought her into
the passage. How strange it afl wasl
And why was she decked out so with
mistletoe? He ecould learn nothing
from her. But she seemed fascinated
with the glitter of the things arcund.
In her delight she clapped her hande.
Again and again she clapped them.

“How pitty—oh, how pitty. Do dir
Dolly someting—#ome tekie ting to

with

He handed her a silver cup, quite
a small one. Conld it be Mrs Jee the
¢hild meant? If so it must be she
who had brought her into the hause.
What if she were lurking round now
in wateh for the muccess of her trick,
But why, why—where was the reason
of it all? Tie determined to search.

“Will Dolly atay here and play with
the pretty things.” he raid. What &
sweetly, pretty child she was.

“Ezs, ess." She was nat the least
bit afraid. “Dolly pay all by sef-sef.
Dolly dood, 'As 00 dot sweety-one
for Dolly

“I'll bring you one, dear child.”

He took & lamp and went off. What
ecould it mean? He still held the re-
volver tight in ane hand. It was beet,
he thought, to be prepared for any
emergeney. Right inte the back ot
the house he went and searched and
searched. But not a tracve of Mrs Jee
or anybody., All was safe. The win-
dows were barrad. The door was
!ocked. Nothing could be seen, noth-
ing heard—rothing save the wuther-
ing of the wind round the house and
the gentle fall of the flakes as they
were drifted on to the panes. He
went back to the child. A= he passed
vy the door of his own room the clock
there struck eleven.

He found Daolly still entranced, and
=0 merty. FEvidently the child had
had some sleep before she came. For
she seemed very wide awnke. He felt
helpless and perplexed. What was hke
to do with her? Then his eye caught
a piece of puper pinned to her dress.
It had fluttered loose. There was
writing on it. He picked it up and
read:

“Sir, you will be robbed this wight.
Your ouly chance of safety lies with
the child. Keep her in the stroug
room. Watch there at  balf-past
eleven.” .

He did not recognize the writing.
Could it be a plot—a plot to murder
him! Ne, it was from a friend. He
felt sure of it, suspicious as he waa.
Then an idea came to him; it grew.
He began to understand. Yes, the
presence of this dear child would be
his best protection—his ovunly safe
guard. His mind was made up. He
replaced the sereen, and took her on
his knee

“pear child,”  he suld, slowly. “L
wunt you to listen to me. “SBay this
after me—say, ‘God sees you' ™

“Tod sves 00, She looked shyly
now from under her mistletoe crown.

“Hay it again, dear, ‘God seeg you,'"

“huxl sees ‘ool

“Ihat’s right, Dolly. Do you think
you can remember that?  Now you aTe
moing to e a good-little girl, and sit
iu this chair. And by-and-by a big
min will vome in at that deor, and
then you will say to him, 'lied sees
you!  Yon understand, dear?”
iws. DJod sees oo She was guite
serions. Then it seemed to strike her
it wus & pew game, und she laughed:
“Inul sees 'wo, Idud sees 'vo. Dat's
funny,” she said, merrily. “Dolly
knows whut to say te the big man.
Do sees ‘oo’

The ald mun leoked at his watch, 1t
wits already the half hour. His mys-
terious visitor might be expected at
uny moment. He placedthe child in the
chitir directly opposite the door. Oh,
how strange it all was! She sitting
there like 8 little white anpel. wreath-
od in her mistletoe "'mid the glitter ol
silver and gold, and he with his re-
volver, and the bright light oo them
both,

He nlipped behind the sereen and
heckoned to the child to hush, and she
wne so quiet, still playving with the
gilver cup. “Dad secs 'oo,” she piped
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ont merrity ayuin, but his fiuger beld

in wurning wilebiced ber.  He wailed
unel lintened, No souud.  Agueio be
listened, then he heard. What a dif-

ferent tread wus this, so stealthy, so
Vice un tiptoe, of &4 truth. 1t
Thers wos & whole
Fu

WHEY.
rameE nenrer.
world of meuning in each step.
thin was 8 miilen erime, and i
el ax if the man's heart falled hiw, ae
if al the eleventh hour some good in
him were fighting for supremucy and
he were undecided whether to heed or
no, Btill he came on. Approusch,
pause, recoil!  Then a despairing rush
forward, end R mental oath to do or
die, and the tinal step whirh brought
hiun into the light of the doorway.

still Amyot stayed behind the
gereen, There wis 8 hole in it through
which be could see, It wns as he hao
surmised—the blick bearded tramp,
whom the week before he had seen i
converst with Mrs Jee. Hut the tramp
was white faced now, and shaking and
silent.  lle ntoml transfixed st the
nipht of the child enshrined there, a
very virginal imuge amid the radiance
and the glitter of it atl.

“Dod sped ‘oo, dadda,” she said,

“dolly!™ he gasped. “Dolly, Daolly,
how (Hid you come here?”

“Id ‘ooman,” she said, slipping
from off the chair. “See. dadda, these
pitty tinga, Iw kind old man div dis
to Dolly.”

The thief threw a terrified glanca
arniiul. e looked ut the gold and
silver Iying there in all profusion,
‘Then he looked at the child, and again
at the gold and silver. And then the
child steppel up to him and placed the
¢up within his hund. He caught her
i in his arms ynd pressed her to him
with all the love he bore her. The
silver cup fell to the graund. Thae
<hild’s eyes followed it, Her lip was
pouting.”

“Come, Dolly dear, come with dad-

ant ¢e pitty tiog."

He hesitated, She begged him.

“*No, dear chill; the pretty thing
belongs here. Diolly must not have it,
Dadda must not take it.”

"I am glad you have to come to that
eonclusion, Mr Jee,”

With an exclamation the man turn-
vd. He hugged the ehild more closely
to him. He sasw the squire before him.
He made as if to rush from the room,
irut he seemed powerless to move., And
Doily buried her little face in his
shuoulder. nnd criwd, oh, so bitterly!™

“Had you not better finish what you
came to do? TIs that all you would
take from here?’ The squire was
peinting to the child.

“Yes, all. 1 want nothing more,™

“Yet I think you eame for maore, Mr
Jeoe,”

“Yes, T came for—for those things:
Lut they are as nothing to me now.
I have not touched them. How iio you
know my name? How came my deat
chilrl here 2™

“Ask your mother. She will tell, un-
leas T am mueh mistaken. This is
yonr first erime-—""

“T have committed no erime.” said
the man frercely.

“Ah, a cpsuist, T see. But come, con-
sider: I am alone in this house, and
I win old: ¥on had better complete
vour work.”

“N0.” He hung his head.

“Tolly’s w0 tiredy tiredy, Dadda.”
Slie nestled ¢lose in to the shoulder of
her father. “Dod sees 00, she mur-
mured. and murmuring it she went
aoff to aleep.

The tears were rolling <lowly down
the lean face of the man.  Still he
hield tirht to the child, She was
hreathing so softly. rleeping sa sweet-
iv. He fenred almost to move lest he
should wake her. Yet he must po.
Hnw hait she come thers—whoever
eonld it be? Tut thank Gl she was
still hia. And the awful thounght
eamneg upon him—ob, the harrer of it
~~that hewas to Tose her. They wonlkd
take her from him, imprison  him,
pnnish him for erime, for erime: he,
her father, n ¢riminal! Oh, what had
he done?

“My Gol” he said, as he realised it
“yon will ont send mie to prisen? Sav,
sir, speak. =uy ¥ou will not send me
to prison? You will not tuke her from
me, 1 hinve been starving, T am stary-
ing. God heip me”

“tiod har helped youo man—helped
yon through 1hat sweet child. Thank
Him, thank her. T wouldl nat punish
her- von can go.™
il hless you, mir'”

1 had bhetter follow me"

He extinguished the lampu in the
atrong room, and closed the door to,
and led the way to his own room. At

the end of the passage he pansed.
Dally war uthil sleeping soundiy.
aw you can call your mother™

“My mather, sir!-—my mother is at
heme,™

*1 think naet.
will, Mra. Jee, Mra, Jee. . .

There win na answer. Yet he felt
certain that she wan there. He called
agnin. Then slowly from out of =
cvorner of the dark passage, the old
woman emerged, her handkerchief
was to her face, and  she was erylng
bitterly. She lakl one hand on the
arm of her son,

“[t wags to save you from younrself,
denrie—to mave you from yourself,
The dear, aweet child. I knew you
could not do it wth her there.”

“Come in, Mrs. Jee, Yon—"" (turn-
ing to the man) “you had hetter eat.”

‘sie, I—I—"

“Eat, man. I say, and drink.”

He sat down to the table. But he
Airl not let go the ehild, The woman
took her from him, and lsid her gent-
Iv down. Tehn he ate and drank. oh,
wp pratefully. For he had starved—
starved that the little one should
feed when it had been that there was
not for both,

For some minutes, silenee. Ouve or
twice little Tolly sighed. The Squire
wik in his chair, a very tumult in
his heart—that heart they said was
of stone, Oh, but he knew it Wwas not,
now more than ever he knew. Hven
thongh he should prove the dlirest. in-
grate he must look after this man
henceforth, And his good mother, too,
she must never want. What a good
sonl she was. And dear little Dolly,
perhaps she had saved his life. Who
knows? Dear little Dally. If she had
nnt been there. He did not like the
thought, and hanished it.

The ¢lock on the mantel shelf struck

twelve. How different it had all been
two hours age. It was still snowing
and howling outside. They must not
go into the bitter night. Hark: those
were the bells, Tt was Christmas
marn. The wind was that way: they
sounded out so clear. He went to the
window and looked out, the snow was
ceasing. there was a rift in the sky.
Was this night to mark a change in
hix life? He almost thought it was.
There were dark figures there on the
lawn standing al?! in line.

The carols, of course. 5o they had
come in spite of what he had said, in

Call her. T aay—or I

spite  of his revolver, Well,
let them wtay, let them singr.
They  were  singing, he could

Tiear them.
dow, and were coming nearver.
war it they sang? ’

They saw him at the win-
What

Muother Mary meck and lowly,
Nurses now the sleeping Child;
He is come, so pute and holy,

To save us from temptation wild.

He looked at his dear little child—
she should be his now to care for.
How peacefully che slept. “Dod sees

‘00"  Would he ever forget those
words? The man. her father, war on
his knees beside her. His urms were
round her,

“For this and all His mercies to me
u sinner. thunk God,” he cried,

And Gilbert Amyot said “Amen” to
that.

A Christmas Hymn

No tramp of marching armics,
No banners flaming far;

A Limp within a stable.
And In the sky a Star.

Thelr hymns of peace and gladness
To earth the anaxels brought,
Thelr Glorla in Excelsis
‘Te enrth the angels taught:

When In the lowly manger
The Holy Mother Mald
In tender adoration

Het Babe of Heaven lald.

Horn lowly In the darkness.
And none @0 pnor as He.
‘Fhe littie children of the poor

His very own szhall be.

Ko rush of hostlle armles then,
Hut just the huddllng sheep;

JThe nngels singing of the Chrlst,

And all the world aslvep.

No fume of conquering banneta.
No leginons senl afar;
A Jilmp withln a stable.
And Iln the sky a Star.
Margaret E. Sangster.

In Cormwitlh Christimas eve is n spe-
vinl holiday with children, who are ai-
lowed 1o wit up till' midnight  and
drink to the "Mock™—-ur the Yule log
in called there.

Queer)Rites of Yuletide.

IECULIAR MINGLING OF CHRIS-
TIAN AND PAGAN CUBTOMS IN
THE EAST.

PAST LIVES TO-DAY.

When & search fe to be made for
something new in the way of Chriat.
man legends and obasrvancen, the bent
plan, though it may appear paradox|-
cul. is to look for something old. -

There are many Yuletide practices
whicl: in nearly all parte of Chriaten-
dom fedl into disuse eentmiies ngo, but
whicvh are atill in vogue vearly in cer-
tuin remote places. The majority of
the awncient obeervances have lived in
story if not in faet, and to readers of
Christmas lore they have become much
more than a thrice-told tale. Others
of the ritea have heen forguviten in
western Europe and America: yet if
the steps be turned at this season to
the region of the Rlack Mountain, just
beyond the .Adriatic, there will be
feund a primitive condition of Chriat-
maa cerencnial that will delight the
antiguarian,

‘The wicinity of Petrovarz in Bosnia
is an ideal place for a debtor’s resi-
dence, There, once a year at Chriat-
mastime, eil debtors and creditors
mnst come together and kiss one an-
other. The debtors are supposed to
pay their creditors it thex can, but if
they cam’t they make excnses to the
creditors and the matter is declared
off for ancther ywear. This seems to
be a sort of pleasing “stand-him-off™
arramgement that could be possible
nowhere save' amang the guileleas
Easterners. This custom has pre-
vailed in the countries to the east of
Austria from a time to which mans
memory runneth not,

A BLACK MOUNTAIN CHRISTMAS.

Lest any should suppose that the
peasants of Hosnia and Montenegro,
and especially those of the *“Bluck
Mountains™ proper, do not earn their
Christmas feast, it should be known
that for six weeks before the anniver-
sary of the XNativity the people do not
prt moeat of any kind into their
mouths, Perhaps nowhere else in the
world can be found se curious an in-
termingling of Christian aad pagan
rites at Yutletide. The peasants even
mingle relies of ancestor worship with
their observance of Christ’s birthday.
Ome of their practices at this seasun
dates from a time when iron was nn-
known by their forbears.

The night before this Eastern pen-
pvle begin their six weeks' fast prior
to Christintas day all the meat dishes
in every house in the lond are put
upon  the tables. ¥When supper in
ready each member of the family
takes a bit of each kind of food and
proceeds with it to the roof of the
huuse, where it is placed as a potent
charm against witches and uncanny
spirits. This ecustorm is traceable
direetly to. a practice of extremely
uncient times, when food was placed
6n the housetops as an offering to cer-
tain hensehold apirits.

At the supper all the meat in the
house is eaten, and if this prove to be
a physical impossibility ut ons sitting
the memnbers of the household must
needs rise in the middle of the night
wnd finish the repast. After the meat
hus- disappeared each partaker mmnst
rinse thoroughly his mouth. lest a bit
of meat adhere to the teeth. The next
day no one eats anything. If trhe fast
he broken the eulprit certa’n’y will be
¥hot with arrows by the spirits, Tt is
the duty on this day to pick out a pig.

it sheep. or a goat to he fattened for

the Christmas feast, The animal is
killed the third day befo'e Christmas,
wind no more terrible misfortune can
happen to a peasant than not ta have
a "blosdy knife" in his house nn that
lay.

TUE YULE LOG CUSTOM,

Ahout the only Christmas praetice
which these Kasterners svem to have
in ennumon with the peasants of wes
tern Europe and Eoglamd is the cui-
ting and burning of the Yule Inm.
“They curry the thing nvuch further,
however, even to-day, than the Sax-
oux, the famous lovers of good Christ-
mans cheer, ever did. In the Ulack
Mountain there is a “grent log for
Christmas,” and smaller logs for each
member of the family.

The Yule log idea is traced to the
fire worshippers. The wood must be

cut before sunrise Christmas morn-
ing. The hemd of the hooke, fnllowed
by hin family, goer 10 mome standing
stump and euts it down. He then
takes off hin cap to the log. turnm to.
ward the sast, crosses himsel, and
offers up & prayer: “Give to me and
ta Christmas abundantly, O {iod.”

If & log falls the wrong way
another mnst be e¢ut, anleax  the
tamily wishes to be unlucky for a
year. Smaller logs are then ent for
the members of the family, The
wood ia drawn to the houmse and
leaned aguinst the wall. with the cut
enda uppermost. Tf one by mistake
irn reversed the whole thing must be
done over again or else misfortune
will eome.

When the fire is lighted there ia
great joy in the household, but nao
ane on any account nust speak of
witches after the great log is put om
the fireplace, for they are supposed
to b flving around on Christiman
night ar “plentiful ax sparks.”

THE FIREPLACE CHAIN.

There is a legend, and in fact a he-
lief. in the Black Mountain, of which
research shows no trace elsewhere.
Every fireplace has banging in it,
dirzetly over the blaze, a great kettle
chain. When a fire is started it takes
but a few moments for this chain
to hecome highly heated, On Chedst-
mas night, however, no matter how
hrizkly burn the great logs. the ifran
chain  remains cool and pleasant to
the touch. There is no Montenegro
peasant but will tell you that this is
a fact, and he knows it to be so for
he has wade n test of it on many
succeeding  Christmas  nights, The
coolness of the chain is accounted tor
by the statement that a similar chain
hung over the fire built on the floor
of the stable in Bethlehem, and that
at the birth of Christ the Yirgin
Mother pmasped it for support, Tt
hecame ool at her toneh lest, it burn
the saintly hand, and from that day
to this there is no fire hot enough te
heat the fireplace chain on Christmas.

The fire is lighted by means of
kindling, bits of which are placed
under the log by each member of the
family. -

KISSING OF EWES AND COWS.

After this the head of the honse
and the son wheo acts as the shepherd
of the sheep flock to the stables with
candles and light uwp each cotner of
the interior alternately. Then they
return to the door. and. as each holds
his candle high, the animals are driven
in one by one. The household wite
theu sprinkles a little wine over the
oldest female of each of the different
speeies of live stock, and, having done
this, kisses the animal on the head.
This is a unique Christimas practice.
and antiquarians have Dbeen able to
find nmo renson for it. nor have they
been able to set the time when it be-

gan,

This kissing ceremony over, ihe
family “eclucks” like a hen and
*cheeps” like a c¢hicken. This is said

certainly to insure a plentiful increase
of the fowls during the coming year.

It should have been said that before
the fire ia lighted the iron shovel and
the poker are hidden away. The
Christmas fire must be stirred only
with a plece of wood. As soun as a
piece falls from the end of the burn-
ing Yule log one of the sons of the
family picks the bit up in bix teeth
and at the imminent dunger of heing
Lurned ecarries it thus into the yard
and there drops it. Now of a cer-
tainty no witches can get in during
the Christmas festivities.

The carcass of the Christmas feast

—sheep, pig. or gont—is roasted
whole. In carving it no rih of the
creature must be broken. Otherwise

a dire calamity is in store for the
family, A eake is bukel on the
hearth, and as socn ar the spot where
it was cooked is coul each member
of the family puts bis Lare font on
the place, and is thus insured against
blistered feet for a year.

When writing of Saxon Christmas
legents  and  odd  Christmas  cere-
moninls one writes in the past almost
wholly. In the Black Mountain re-
Fion the oldtime customs are the cus-
tomr of to-day., and time keems to
have been unahle to chiange their in-
finite variety.

Three thousand marringes are per-
formed every diy all over the waorld,
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SAD END OF A SUMMER HOLIDAY.

2. Al the stutlon he lx seen off by his swn desr Angelini, and whi, as she
¥ 1. Next mornine

13 I8 John the lmmaculnte. who s absut tn spend a short hollday in the eouniry.
waves her Iy hund ln mdleu, promises tomeet him on his return. He arrlves, and Npdr that count ving while generaus, |k acircely formad.
Inquicles for hot water are met with. "Hot water! What for? B e Oh nubody ever shaves here H huwever. mana gen to shuve himeult with calil water. b
Consequently he I8 lute for brenkfast, but atlll enough rémalny, i Afrer a days expertence he does not dress Tor dinner, & le fe wlth abnor-
mal appetite, 7. Better drop inte couniry waya think# John next marntng when confronted with more cold waler =h AL N A w wr; thne to go
homei think 111 gu back smelling a Ilttle of the country, nlce and fresh: nurpride ‘em a litle in town, 8 But the dust of ) ruin Journey doe £ usilly Ime

and John dld surprige ‘em a Wrtle in town, with the renult that Angelinu dovan’t Aee o the virlegated trumpe whootrles 1o lmpose blmsel? on ber
atter jumisting vn recognltion {a forthwith glven In churie, and 8o farewell.

prove one'n benuty.
&8 her best boy, the expected and Immaculnte John, The L
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A Bush Christmas.—Hoisting the 0ld Flag.

The Origin of Christmas Customs.

FORGUTTEN MEANINGS OF
YULETIDE.

1By Edgar 8. Nash)

There are few things in existence t
Ay which have not been changed n
moulded in the hands of” Progress. One
by wne legends and cusiymsa have been
dlaproved and overthrown, yet none has
dared attack the legends and the customs
sacred  to  Christmas-tide. Here and
there a savant has tried to prove that
December 23th does not mark the birth-
dax of Christ, Men and women rear,
amile, pass on.

The time of vear corresponding to our
Christmas-tide has always been a period
of rejolcing In the Northern Hemisphere.
1t marks the winter =olstice. The days
pegin to lengthen, and the sun noe longer
jeurness away from earth, but enters up-
un his return. It is a promise of renewed
light and warmth. of the aptroach of the
summer days. and men hailed theae signs

Valle, photo.

with every expreaslon of gladness.

ln Rhme the Satuyrnalla, or feast of
Saturn, fell ar about the same ilime as
eur Christmas, and it marked the greatest
festival of the Roman year. The city
abandoned itself to gaiety, Unbounded
license held sway; universal mirth waa
the order of the day: friends feasted
friends, and foes were reconciled. There
were no slaves, an masters: all rocial
distinctions were laid aside. Work was
stopped throughoui the city, and no war
was ever enterkd upen at this time.

THE DRUIDS HAD A FESTIVAL AT
THI8 TIME OF YEAR.

The tree as the emblem of life alse
tigured conspicuously in the earlier reli-
gions. In Egypt the palm tree put forth a
new shoot each month, and at the time
of the winter soistice 1t was the custom
among the Egyptlana to decorate the
houses with a branch of palm bearing
twelve shoots. In Rome the fir tree was
regarded with veneration. and during the
Saturnallan  festivitiea the halla  and
houses were hung with evergreen boughs,

In England, in the days of the Druids,

A CHILD QF -LAS'I' CENTURY.

the houses were decked Wwith evergreens
n order that the syvivan spirits might re-
palr to their grureful shelter and remafn
protected fratn the nipring frost and the
ey winter winds.

Further ta  the north the wild Teuton
tribes worshipped thelr god in wooded
places, and looked upon the fir tree us
his sacred emblem. The period corres
ponding to the Roman Saturnalia was the
festival of Thor. Thix featival. like the
Roman feast. was glven over 10 the most
barharic pleasures and the wildest forms
of enjorment. Among these peoples 1ne
feativity was known aa Yule-tide,

THE CHRIZTMAS TREE.

When Christianity stiread abroad, men
knew that In the story of Christ’'s nativity
was reallsed what they In theif blindpess
had arriven to typify. &5n they adapted
the old customs of thelr ancestora tg (e
new order of things. .

Among Northern European tribes =a
great fir tree was set up in each household
at Christmas-tide. At its base were plac=d
representations of Adam and Eve: in iz«
branches coiled the S8erpent, and on the
topmost bough gleamed a candle, aymbol-
ising that Light of the World through
Wham atone was victory over the Serpent
possible, Later in history the tree was
more profusely decorated with gaudy
knick-knacks, all of which were at frst
symbolical. Bui the children -were not
allowed to see the tree tHl Christmas
morning.

To account for Its appearance thers the
parents used to tell the children a Chal-
dean legend. TYears ago it was the custom

MISTLETOE SUPERFLUQUS.

for every Baxon household to burn the
Yule log on Christmas Eve. This was
great, gnarled root or trée-trunk, cut the
day before Christimas and brought Inte
the Bball en Christmas Eve with great
cerermony, and accompianled with music.
Each member of the household would
Ring a Yule song, standing on the centre
of the log.

Then an attempt was madé to drive the
Yule log Into the grear hall, as 1f {t were
a stubborn horse. The cory was given
that the "‘dun” refused to move, abd the
whole company was summoned. All ook
a hand, and, with loud shouting, draggen
It to the great fireplace. 1t was lightec
with the charred remnant of the former
¥ear's log, which had been carefully pre-
served for the occasion, and which was
supposed 1o insure the house againat )
luck,

The childrén were told that durlng the
night the Yule log gave birth to the
Christmag tree which they found In the
kall on Christmas morning loaded with
Rifts.

The Christmas tree was Introduced into
Engiand by Prince Albert, Consort of our
Queen. From the Palace the custom
spread, unill now the Christmas tree ia
a necessary feature of an Engiish Christ
mas,

THE STORY OF KINDLY BANTA
CLAUS,

In Gerwmany and other Eurcopean coun
tries It was belleved by the children that
the tree glittering with candles and brighl
baubles and the gifta found beuneath the
tree were the work of joliy old Safnt

SR
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Wriggleaworth & Blnns,

photo.

ME. J. PATON, Hon. Secretary, New Zealand Lawn Tennis Auoc.i;t,iuu_
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Nicholas, Bant Nicholawy, or Mante Claos,
as we know him. This kindly salst muas
nu legendary character. He Hved abowg

00 A L., and was & nuled Bishop of Asia ~

Minor. He was looked upon as the patron
saint of generoaity because of his libas~
ality. -

Thres daughters of & poor noblamsn
coukd BOl marry aw advantagecualy as
they should because thelr father eou.d
xive them no dowry. But one hight ona
wf the daughtérs found tn her room a
burse, ahuped Jike a siocking, fAlled with
kuld, evidently thrown in the window by
asameang from without. The next algnd
the second daughter found & pu in hee
room, and on the third nigxht the fathe=
caught Baint ‘Nicholas in the =act af
throwing the third purse in the window.

From that story originated the eurtom
of hanging up the atockings on Chriztmas
Eve. Thercafter the young giris at the
convent school would hang thelr stockings
on the door of the Mather Buperior's room
un 8Salnt Nicholas®' might On ths follow-
ing morning they wauld be found flled
with gifts and dainties, and = Hitle biot
from 8aint Nicholas as to the appearance
and character of their future husbands.

Saint Nicholas im the patron saint of
Russla, and his festival used to be cele-
brated earlier in December than the #th,
but now hizs name is aynonymous with
Christmas festivities. In parts of Europe
he s kKhown as “Pelanichol.’” or Nicnolas
with the fur, because he 18 suppossd Lo
bé clad in fura from head to foot,

The idea of Bt. Nlcholan travelling In a
slelgh drawn by relndeer originated in Lhe
cold Northern countrlea. The reingesr
weore the swiffest animals known, and
they muat needs iy ke the wind to carry

Balnt Nk tha rounds of the world va e
algne.

VENERATIUN OF THAK HOLLY.

‘Chriiimas 8 aever UChristmas witbout
the bhally wresalth and the mistletow
OCnriscians venerated the holly or Bowy
tree, becsUse to them the listle thurny
lewven and red barries mude in & wreatn
typified tne cruwn of thurns and the
bloody drops. D they Loty 3
this solemn reminder at ibhe joyous fesil-
val In order not 16 forget the sacredness
of the occanion In the general festivites

The mivtle bush, mistrtod—or mintielos,
as we Enow {t—owes I1ts Usé ws & fedtnl
decoration 10 pigan timef Aecording to
the Beandinavian legend, Baldur, the
moat beloved of il the gods, had & pre
monitlon that death impended. ‘Ahere-
upon, his mother, Frigga, besougnt
everything that was begoiten of eurih,
air. fire, OF Wwatel (0 SWeaf DOL tu harm
ber son.

Hut In her request she overlpaked the
tnaignificant Ilitle mistietoe. loki, the
god of destruction, disguized as an oid
woman, visfted Frigga, and, learning of
her oversight, hurried back to where ths
gods were assembled. There they were
amusing themeelves by hurling all manner
of missilea at Baldur, and all were turn-
ed aside. But Lokl with an
of mistletoe, pierced Baldw

In reparation, the miatleloe was glven
10 Frigga to do as she saw fit, provided it
touched not earth. And she, io show that
she bore no il will, hung it up. and every-
one ‘who passed under It received a kias
us a token that, instead of hatred and
jealousy, the mistletoe now atood for love

THE NEW ZXALAND
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and forgivenewl .
THE, APELL OF THE MISTLE LY.
Among the Celtic natkons Lhe osbstleloc
Wan a0 uppat of vencration, and at the
featival of Lhe Winter solsijce the Frinoe
of the Drulas bimesed cur & bougn of .
it puople wyfe amsembled, wod then
wery wd 10 the wo0ds by the privaty, sho
drove o sdvaace of Lhe cuompsny Iwo
snow-white bullockh. Wheb 1ne vak Lrew
was found which bore the mutleiue,
Dlant was eut with a guiden sivkle,
e bullocks sacrificod
At present It M the custom for the
youom men (0 CAIFY Out the Joctrine
taught by the Bcandinavian mytn aml
Print & sinacking kKiss on the lips of any
,‘maiden thoughtiess pnough to stand ne.
neath the suspended mistlotos bougn, Hut
for every such kisa one of the wnue
berres of the mistietoa must be removed,
and when all the berries bave deeh Kinsed
away the spell ls broken.

THE MEANING OF THE 3PICED

FUDDING AND PIES.

Almost as important as the gift giving

. and xift recelving on Christmas Day ta

the feast of dainties spread on that festal

occarlon. But even the Christmas dinnet

has its origin in the dim, distant past.

Feasts were alwaya the accompaniment of

any featival In Egypt, at the winter

solitice, every family killed and mte a
goose B8 & religious observance.

In the hleroglyphic language of the
Exyptian, the figure of & goose was tne
word “‘child.” The people hafll naticed
that the goose was remarkable for the
way in which it protected its young. hence
it was looked upoik aa the s¥mbol of great

e
wod
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luve—that love which is willing 10 sacri-
tice Waelf for the object of s aRectire
This trait was alio belicved 10 belong Lo
1he god 1hey worshipped, so the Exyp-
tlans celrbrated Lhia festival by} haollng
and suting & goowe,

The plum pudding s & dieh o . he
Christmus feas:. huws lis mavaning. ‘Une
numibvr ahd Fichhess of s Ingredlents
represented the rich gifts which the kings
uid at the feet of 1he child Jesus

In eariker days the mince ple, then o
great partry dish, fllled with forcel meat
and [fruits, was made box-shaped, tue
typity tie manger in which the Chii] Rl
laln.—*Goklen Fenny.™”

1 Will Abide.

Among so0 many., can He care?
Can apecial love be everywhere?
A myrind homes—a myriad ways—
And God's eye over every place?

Over: Lut In? The world ta full;
A grand omulpotence must rule;
But Is there life that doth ablde
Whh mina owr, living side by side?

A0 many, and so wide abroad.
Can any heart have all of Gud?

m the great apaces. vague and dim.
May one smull household gather Him?

I axked, my soul bethaught of this,
In just that every pluce of His
Where He hth put wnd keepeth you,
God hath oo other thing to du.

—Adeline Whitney.
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Views on the Waitakersel Coast.
(By E.A)

‘Ta the average Aucklunder, whose
knowledge of searcapes is limited by
The perspective of our own lovely har-
bour, & visit to the West Coast comen
ux sumenhnt of a revelntion.  The
xight of the roliing, tumbling waves
thnt break along the coast tills owe
with' contempt for the petty ripples
we are used 1o see, to say nothing of
the awe of beholding the great ex-
punse of ocean that stretches as far
us eye cun see, without land or vessels
in xight. L spent & few daya there
this stuner, camping on the bank
of the Waitakerei HRiver, 8 swift-
Howing stream, from which it is pro-
po=edd to augment our water wupply.
aml returned guite lmpressed with the
benuty of the const anid the delights
of vamping, The two Beascaprs given
Lherewith were taken clore to  1he
vamp, unid sre represeutative of the
plave, but no picture conld do justice
1o the breakers as they change frowm.
Necpest blue to yeasty foam. nor yef
1o the spray which rises from them
anil dashes itn force againat the lofty
cliffs. That has 10 be seen to be ap-
preciate).  ‘The other views are pic-
tures of a lake which lay about twer
miles from our camping ground.
buried in a dip of the bush-etad hills.
aml reflecting #ll the beautiful sur-
roundings o its ealm surface. [t is
%nown as Shag Lake. and covers about
half the aren of Lake Takdpuna: fur-
ther inlunid lies another lnke, quite us
Jarge and enutiful, and this goes by
the name of the Serpentine, for it fills
the snake-like windings of a valley he-
tween two spurs of the range. Neither
of these lakes has any visible outlet.
thongh hoth are above sea level, amd
it ix thonght that they drain under-
wromel 1o the Led of the river. and
are thus responsible for the quick-
sands that exsend for yamls nlong and |
from its banks. It ix a horrible sensa-
tion to put your fuot in one of these.
One o hardly describe it, for oo
sooner tloes the mvul slide under you
in a perfectly ineomprehensible wuay
than it is fotlowed so quickly by the
natural impulse to spring  up . amd
away that you haven'’t time to anal-
yse vour feelinges.

‘The c¢liffs that line the coast are
very Hie specimens of conglomerate
formarion. They are all tunnelled by
great caves. the height and breadth
of which in some cases would fit them
1o do duty for churches zhould ever
papulation become numerous in that
iistriet.  Occasionally these caves go
right thirough a jutting promontory.
uml then you get what is known as a
tiowhole, far the waves rush through
these apertures with  tremendous
fu making a noise like heavy artil-
eey. und, #8 the vent is penerully
smaller than the entrance, a prand ef-
fect is  produced when the water
bursts out, sending spray all round.

The seaweed is among the strangest
met with on our coasts. It grows like
strips of leather belting. and is ap-
parently as strong: some pieces |
vAme BCeross were guite 15 feet long.
and when seen in the water looked
quite uncanny as they were" tossed
wbout, Other matursl wonders of the
enast are jelly-fish, that filled them-
selves full of air and exploded with
a pop when dissected; crabs of mon-
ster size and all hues; and the sea
anemones. some of which were six
inches acrons, and of all possible eol-
Uk,

%o mnch for the beach awl its at-
tendunt interests, The coast land it-
«e1f hins nothing to commend it. till
you reavhh the bush. for the mand.
swept hither and thither by the
=trong sra winds, Kills all vegetation
exeept s tough species of manuka and
Hiax., A few sheep pick up a living in
sheltered spots, and that i all. The
West Coast will always muke its main
reputation on the heauty of its xea-
supes, the delights of surf bathing.
:||]-t the grotesque grandenr of ifs
cliffy, eaves and hlowhales,

—————
Holiday and holy day nre eswen-
1inlly one and the same word, yet
they huve conme 10 nean almost exact-
Iy opponite things, Those who cele
brale a holiduy shun the solemnity
of a holy day, whiie tho=e whuo war-
ship on a holy day. o wit, the Sab-
hath, strenuouply ohjeet ta having it
turned into a holidoy. %o great ix
the contrast betwwen words and the
things to which they arc applied.
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Weuld She Cars?

- By Wiu Wendower.

If 1 weras dead,
Frea from thia life by conatant BTOW
cursed, .
I wonder would she care to cume
And touch with hers the lips grows
dumbe
Bince dealh had kimsed them frst

311 I were dend,
And cure's hot hand wele takea from
my brow,
1 wonder, would she choose (o BAY
Bome loving words 1o the cold elay,
Though she may Krouge them Row.

11 1 wers dead.
And vesting guietly where sarth’s tired
onea 4

'we
I wonder If the tears would rise
Andstnmplhnhudlootlnm!!ﬁ-
Eyes that I love wo well
If 1 were dead, -
Perchance from out 1ha sllence there

ha
wounld sltesl ¢ o gone bY.
Some Eindly though daya .
When - love's are sunlight filled the

sRY,
Amd ber strange beart conld feel.

Type of the changeloss, thou. yet not of
vood,

Whose high immutable t» but the chime
uf wavea that ceancless throng the
shores of Time,
Conquerors of fate and all vicissitude,
For thee, thy calm is of the enchanted
-
And wizard spell: & wrance thal —
couniless YeArm—
Has sealed thy heart to ove, thine eyes

to fears
And blusted so thy flower of maidenbood.
Latho:enommmu:othnnveme
word
Of impotent hate, whereby thy zleep s
stirred .
To fevered dreams, not lfeY Acruss thar
ey
Whose waters, circling all, encircle
thee—
The e(erna.l(}ood-shnllnot;vo!cebe
© hea

rd—
—Ephphatha, break thy bonds. be BLTODE
and m"
Mary A. Woods,
in “The Academy.”

e ———

Young and 0ld.

By Charles Kingsley.

When all the world is young. lad,
And all the itrees Are ETeen.

And every googS: A swan, lad,
And every lass a queen.

7 pca hey for boot and horse. Lad.
And round the world away;

Y oung blood must have its course, lad,
Amd every dog ita day.

“When all the world is oid. lad,
and all the trees are brown:
Aud all the zport 15 sale. lad,
and all the wheels run down:
treep bome and take thy place there,
The spent and maimed among:
Gud grant you And vne face there.
You ¥ved when all was ¥oubg.

Photos, by Vafle

THE BRRIDE AND BRIDEGROUM.

THE BRIDAL PARTY.

THE BRITTAIN—VEITCH WEDDING, AUCKLAND.
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o W ; i
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hers st h
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Bilver-piate, 1o 6.

% 1 & Co's Ladies’ ~ RCLIPSE " Silver No, 337.—Six solid Silver Afvernoon N3 We2026 Jilver-platod Exquiniteiy Wo. 321, —dilver L3} ~o Stretchar, G4in, long, 8. I & Go.'s Ladies’ Godd Keyless **PRINCENS™
Watch, jewelled in < hole:, benutifally Jize, Taa Spoons, in Moroocco Case, Bmboasad, Satin-lined Jewe] Casen, in HShos Lift, and Huttan Hooks, jo Morocco Watch, haa Enely Gnishad full jewelisd moreweat,
i £ vhe following eices .— Caas, £2 0 0. strong |3ck, gold hunting vasea vichly sngravet

Bograred Cas, clegapt tintad

a porfact timekrepor, hias Goen To., 2§x24z2f .. .. 8% & . and decommted ; & valiable simekeeper, £5 1k ; apen

plate movemeat ; £1 105, 3 In,7}x2 x14 .. .. 112 ¢ face, £4 10n, Toailver hunting canee, £2 1%
m,etxljxid .. . 150D opan face, £
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-
—Sct. Gold and Fine Opal Bee ‘No, 197.—8et Linka, det. 1
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By ADELINE SERGEANT.

o e

Anthor of ** The Idol Muker,” Ete.

‘I'he suow had fallen heavily. It lay
in one smoonth wnhroken sheat over
the roufr, the untrodden tields, the
deserted gurdens outside the  town.
Within th towun itself the noow wua
rpeedily fonled aml begrimed by the
trump of passing feet, but one had
only to go for a short distanc: b:fore
meeting it in all its prist ne ceanty
and purity.  Overhead the aky was
brilliantly blue, hut the frost held
in spite of the munshine, and nlthough
there was plenty of life and anima-
tion in the streets there was little
to be done within the confines of the
farms or country homesteads which
lay outside the limits of the town,

Bankside wag the name attac' ed to
one small farmhouse, with its few
surrounding acres, tenant= by John
Thorn, as it had begn tenanied by his
forefathers for many generations.
Thevy had held it on eusy terms from
one of the local magnates, and had
been considered fairly flourishing
peopls in & small way, but the land-
lord of the present tenant was a hard
man, and had lately rnised renta all
round: a proceeding which fell hea-
vily mpon small holders like John
Thorn. Matters indeed had with him
heen going from bad to worse, and
it wasz with a heavy, overcast coun-
tenance and a strangely unelastic gait
that be trod the snowy yard, and
passed along the mearly empty sheds
and stalls, which presented to his eye
a depressingly desolate appearance.
A mild-eyed cow turned her head to-
wards him as he approached ber, with
a look of_ almost human recognition,
He stopped for a moment before he
passed to the house.

vAh, Daisy,” he said with & sigh.
“you are the last to go, and I suppose
I shall lose you before another Christ-
mas. Well, when one loses s¢ much
it is folly to waste a word or a eigh
ovet one poor dumb beast, but the
last of anything's always hard to part
with. There will be nothing but the
“House' for me and Maggie in our o'd
age, now that the boy has disappeared,
Perhaps it was all for the best that he
should go: (tod knows: but there is
one that will never think 5o, whatever
1 do: mo, more than one, but he—he—
neither knows nor cares” Aud with
one last caressing stroke of his hand
npon the animal’s velvet sides he turn-
e his buck npon the outbuildings, and
returned to the back daor of the
house, where he made a great parade
of wiping his feet and serapiog the
spuw Trom his heavy boots “before
he entered the house.

His wife was bustling abont the
kitchen. She wus a small pale wo-
man, who had once been delicately
pretty. but there was a strained liok
of care in her eves which destroyed
the beauty of her face. Her fair hair
war drawn tightly from her forehead,
and fastened behind in o knot, her
arms were bare to the elbow, and her
hiunds were red. John Thorn stond
and looked at her for a moment in
heavy stupefaction,

“Where are the girls?” he =aid. as
his eye roamed round the room.

] huve =ent them away, John
miid hik wife apologetically. "It is
Christmas Eve, and they were both
pining to ree their mothers. and 1
think, John—it will be better Burely
thut they did not come back ogain.
There is nothing more than 1 ean do
myself, and T don't want any help In
the house.”

John Thorn  =mnuk down in the near-
enfl chair, putting his hands to his
face with semething ke a groan.
“You npre not strong enough, Maggle:
it is mot right for you to he doing
abiont in the house all Aay long. You
will be Iaid up with your thront if
yon da"

" woh. po, T don’t think so, John.™
i hin wife eleerily. *I keep this
shawl tight round me. and_ I am
warm with hustling about. Besdes

Cigry Craft{ promised to look in this
aflternoon, and help me in anything
| wanted. so that I ghall be all right.”

"Cisky's 8 good girl,” said  Johm,
with his brows Lent, and his eyes
fixed on the fAnor, "but it is a poar
lite for her, teaching infants every
doy and lodging with that old Miss
Nargle, whose very face is enough to
turn the milk sour. Why she doean't
go away and better herself is more
than I can make out.™

“Oh,” paid his wife sudilenly, with a
eurious thrill in her voice, “don’t you
know, Jochn—don't you know why
she ntays?"™ .

"“Mre—how should ¥ know?” said
John, standing up. “She has got no
ties in the place that I know, and the
Vicar told me ounly last week that he
could get her a much better situation
in one of the big towns if she would
o."
“I think the only ties she has are

bere,” said Mes Thorn, turning her

back on her husband so that he should
not see the tears in her eyes, though
perhaps the quiver in the voice betray-
ed her. “She can't bear to leave us,
John, That's why it is. She is hoping
for news from Bernard still.”

“[Mhen she'a a fool” said John
Thorn, rising to his fret and striking
hiz hand sharpty on the deal table,
“and she is wasting her life on ocne
who is a shame and disgruce to every-
body connected with him. and who
will never cross my threshold again as
lorg as I am here to keep him out, If
she is waiting for Bermard, tell her it
iz loat labour, that he has left us for
ever, and that if T could I would not
bring him back.”

His witfe came up and laid both her
thin hands upon his arm, “It goes to
my heart to hear you talk so hard,
John,” she said, “and on Christmas
Eve of all days in the year.”

‘“There iz no reason why cone should
be more soft on Christmas Eve than
on any other day in the year, that I
can see,” said Thorn. “Right’s right all
the world over, and at any time and
season. And gven at Christmas Eve I
canent forget that the boy was a dis-
grace to us while he lived . here, and
took away what didn’t belong to him
when he went away.”

“But if "he came back,”
Thorn, “if he came back

“He will never come back,” said her
hushand. “and if he duves he will find
the old place shut up, or let to another
man, for I don't see that I can go on
nny longer, and there is nothing be-
fure us but the House."

“0Oh, no, no, Jehn, it won't come to
that.” said Mrs Thorn piteously, and
the tears flowed  over the sunken
cheeks, while a sob choked her throat,
but John Thorn. usually an affection-
ate husband, did not stay to console
her. He turned away from the kitchen,
remarking that he had business in the
town, and dide't know when he would
e back.

Mrs Thorn wuas left to weep- In
sitence, and for a minute or two she
%at. down in the old wooden armchair
near the fire, and wiped her tears with
her aprom.

Thus engaged she ddid not mnotice
that scmeone had entered the house,
A girl in a hat and jacket of the plain-
est kind put her head 1n at the kitchen
door. and Iooked anxiously at the
mwistrean of the house. In ancther min-
ute she was koeeling at Mrs Thorn's
siite with her arms around the good
wWoman's neck.

“What is it, dear?" she paid. “Have
vou had bad news?"

“Oh, Cissy, iy dear, T am glad youn
hare come. | don't know that I ought
to be, for father's in a dark mood this
morning, and he says thal you are
wasting your life in coming here.”

““Oh. he docsn't mean 1t never mind
what he says. he would miss me very
much if T didn’t come,” naid Cisny, giv-

said Mrs

ing the elder woman s kiss, snd look-
ing at her with fornd smiling eyes.

She wan five and twenty, and bad
never perhape been distinguished for
her beauty, but there was & sweetness
in her face which made it atiractive,
and her large brown eyes were some-
what pathetic in expression. There
wos = certain prettiness, moreover.
about her ailky fair bair which was
allowed to eluater a fittle around her
forehead with & natural grace that wea
infinitely breoming; indeed, there waa
s dellcacy and gentleness in her
appearance which made it more pleas-
ant to many people’s eyes than =
rougher and more proncunced style of
netual beanty. .

John Thorn and many of his neigh-
hoirn were apt to call her “a poor
puny thing.” but in the town people
often looked at her twice when she
pursed, as though aware of a certain
distinciness in her mir which set her
apart from the resat of the world,

Perbapr this distinetion proceeded
chiefly frow the elevating and refining
influencer of Ciasy's faithful love Tor
Bernard Thorn, the only son of ha
parent:, who. after & wild and disap-
pointing career, had suddenly dis-
appeared from the neighbourhood, and
had been heard of no more for a period
of years, A

Cisay shared his mother’s longings
for the boy's return. and it was for his
aake {hat she persévered in uncon-
genial work. and consecrated her apare
houre to the work that always requir-
ed doing at Bankside Farm.

“Father's so hard,” Mrs Thorn re-
peated, “he saye he won't never let
Bernard cross the door again.”

“Have you heard anything of him?™
anid Cisay guickly.

“Not ny:‘vord. ym_v dear, and T did
think that this being Christmas—"

Cissy’s young arms clasped her
oloder, ‘“He will come home, some
day., mother,” she =aid, whispering
the name that she used only in mo~
ments like these, “He will come home
and put everything right. It was
Christmas Eve when we saw him last,
remember. I am pure that some
hristmas Eve will see him home

P
ag‘?Oh\ but. my dear, what will be
the use of it if the honwe is shut up
and we're ruined, and me and mg_hgood
man in the House?” said Mra nro,
with an irrepressible burst of tears.
#Retter not at all than too - late,
Cissy.”

“No. no, mother, better late than
never.” corrected Cisay, and then she
kissed 1he tear-wet cheek aguin.
Don't fret any more,” she said, “nn_d
I will help you with what there ja
to be done, so that the houre may be
quite clean and tidy when Mr Thorp
comes home again.” 3

“Pless yon, my dear. T wish ¥you
were always here,” said Mrs Thorn.
fervently, and then she went E.AbOnt
her daily work. consoled by Cisay’s
presence quite as much a8 l':y t.‘.he
manus! help rendered by Cissy's will-
ing hands.

Fohn Thorn did not come home to
dinmer; and, after an early cup of
ten, (isey announced her intention of
retnring' tn the schoolhouse, where
she lived with Miss Nargle, hecanse
she had promised to assist in the con-
trivance of a Christwas tree. which
the viear’s wife was giving to the
school children. She was coming to
spend Christmas Day with the old
conple. and would be in time to go to
church with them. So, after an affec
tionate farewell, phe made her way
back to the town, and Mrs Thorn set
to work on the few duties that still
remained for her to do. .

There were still some fowls in the
poultry yard, and she went out to
feed them with a shawl fol7ed t'ghtly
round her head and shoulders. Her
husband had swept the ground near
the fowlhouse free from snow. and
hens and cocks gathered round her
with a great flutter and clatter and
hullabaloo as she seattered the grain
before them. Then for a moment she
turned her face to the west, looking
at the setting sun, and thinking of
the hoy who had followed his fortune
in the track of that golden light,
Where was he now, she wondered, and
what hed been hie fate in the lands
of the west?

“0Oh, my boy, oh, my Bernard,” she

half sobbed to hersel!, “woyld that
God would rend you back 1o me
again.’

She hod spoken aloud withaunt

knowing it. and was startled beyonid
measure when an answer fell upon
her ear.

“Would it be s gond thing it he

he-me home again?™ the voice aaked
eF. . -

“Who spoke?™ - :

She turned round hurriedly, her
eves & little blinded hy the wintry
glow of the golden west, and ahe wag
so flurried and unpset that the eight
of & tall dark figure standing between
her and the house did not tend to
restore her confidence.

She atarted and trembled a little,
s0 that one or two eggs which ahe
hod found fell from the basket wnd
were broken upon the ground.

“Who—who is It that aske™ she
anid, trembling all over. yet scarcely
knowing why. But she knew the mext
moment, for two strong mrmas were
arcound her, and & bearded face was
preased elose to her own,

“Mother, don't you know me? suid
the voice, and alihough it was se much
deeper and more manly than when
she had heerd it last, she comld no
lohger mistake it for any but her
ron's volce, Tt was Bernard himee'f
who had ecome back to her from the
wilds, or rather, as it seemed to hep,
almost from the dead.

“My son, my son,” she cried, cng
ing to him and nearly fainting on his
breast in the excess of her joy, “my
son that was logt—"

‘_‘You may well say that, mother,™
said the young man, “for leat I have
been, it is true; but found again now
1 trust, and home again with You and
father—and Cissy. She iz here still.
is tas'i:e- hnot?ithgug'h perhape T onght
ot to hope it. And yet T alwaye trust-
ed Cisay.™ we tr

“Cissy wanr here today.” said his
mother between laughing and erying.
“and it is not balf an hour since she
left the house. She has never forgotten
you, no fear of that, Tt is your father
that T am afrald of, for he in & hard
man gometimes, and he has never for-
given you, my dear, for going away as
¥ou did.”

The young man's face grew grave,
He pnt his arm round his mother’s
waist and drew her gently towards
the house, It was easier to explain
matters inside than outside om a cold
Christmas Eve,

Meanwhile Jobn Thorn was return-
ing from the town where he had trans-
acted business to the beat of his abil-
ity, bot with no satisfaclion to himself,
Everything was going wrong with
him. He owed money, and he could
not meet hie obligations, and this
was the worst, because he was & strict-
l¥ upright and hodourable man. A
long series of misforiunes only had
brought him to this pass, and as he

. came along his homeward road he

looked back to the years that were
gone. and thought harshly of the son.
who had deserted him in his old age,
and had not only deserted him but
carried a.wnywithiim some of thehard
won savings of John Thorn’s early
life. It had not been a large sum with
which Bernard Thorn had decamped,
but the memory of it lingered in his
fatker’s mind as a worse loss than any
he had experienced.

“Tt's a hard thing,” he said to him-
self, “to see children grow up around
~ou, and then, when they come to an

* age when they could be a help and a

comfort, find that they have no mind
to do anything but start off on their
own aceount, leaving you to sink or
swim as the case may be. But I should
not have minded it so much if he had
not taken that which was not his own
to take. Tt is a thing I eammot forget
or forgive, There’s no man been a bet-
ter falher than T was to him when he
wai young, and it's a shame and dis-
grace that he should nave treated his
mother and me fn this way.”

He geldom thoupht about it so long,
or put his thoughts into such concise
words, and the effort made him hot,
so that he stayed for a moment with
his hat raised as if to eool his brow, in
spite of the bitter cold of the winter
night. The sun had almost set. but »
yellow light lingered in the west. The
sound of bells floated to hia ear
through the c¢alm still atmosphere,
The ringers were praclising the peal
for Christmas morning. He had heard
those hells on Christmas Eve for more
than sixty winters, and knew well
what they signified. “The coming of a
Saviour to the world—the coming of a
Son sent by the Father, who loved the
world well encugh to redeem it in this
way.” The thought waa familiar
#nough to his mind, and the words in
which it had been announced by the
angels to the listening shepherds on
the plain were so well known te him
that their meaning had become dulled
by repetilion, Yet the sound of the
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- SALT'S
i "BELWARP’

COATINGS or SERGES

REGISTERED TRADE MARK

This Mark, stamped in Gold on the back of each yard, guarantees it to be one of

SALT’'S “BELWARP” CLOTHS

and to come from the famous mills of

Sir Titus Salt, Bart., Sons & Co., Ltd., Saltaire.
“BELWARP"” CLOTHS are made of pure wool, are guaranteed unshrinkable, and the dyes will never fade.
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/_ “BELWARPS" having maintained iheir supremacy for many years, are still unrivalled. Those whao
/ wish to have the best article are warned against the spurious imitations offered by competitors under Numbers
t@ similar to the original “ BELWARPS," but in no ways their equal. “BELWARPS" can only be ob.ained from
\{ Messrs. LUCCOCK, LUPTON & CO., Bradford;
and their ngeut ROBERT MALCOLM & Co, 164, Lichfield St. Christchurch; Moray Place, Dunedin; and Fort St. Auckland.
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Saturday, December 39, 1508,

tells brougbht them with sudden keon-
ness to his miml, “For to you is born
this dny In Hethirhem & Saviour which
i Christ the Lonl™

dohn Thorw was not in the habit of
woalveing hiv sensations, yet ball un-
conscinusly, s Lde of softer teeling
und swerter emotion gradoslly swept
vver him. ‘Thoughts of bBernard’s
delinguencien were loet L the renetn-
brance of the duys when he was u
litthe lud going bunie on Supsdays from
sunday-sehool,wulking with hiy father
and mother to church on the greater
ovessions, wareely able to sleep in
happy anticipution of Christmas Duy.
such Chrintmus days as never would

come  ugsin. Thorn grouaned
to  himself in the very bit-
TerpenN of hik hewrt ulmost

he wauld surrender his just anger and
the resentment of years If he could
leok inta hisa kon's bright eyes once
more and shake the frank-hearted
lutgher-loving youngster Ly the hand

"The farmhanse wtood hefore hitm, the
pnte wun open he noodeed ox if a visi-
tor had lately pussed that way: he saw
1the firelight reflected on the window
punes, and it smemed to him that he
waught the shadow of s figure—the
whadow of two figures—upon the win-
dow blind. Hadl his wife got company,
Be wondered, Hnd Clissy siayed to tea?
Hut =urely that wus the shadow of u
man "

He hastened his steps, pushed the
door open, entered the kitchen ablnze
with ruddy light from the glowing
coaly, and atood aghast. His wife was
vlapped in the arms of a tall. broad-
shouldered mnn who ustood with his
buck to the deor. .John could ot see
hin Faue—it wos n figure he did not
know. Suddenly his wife sow him,
angd uttered n little seream.

wJohn.” she eried, "0Oh, John, thank
Goe he hus come home again.”

For the moment she forgot that the
futher had said that very day that he
wollld never receive his son into the
house again, but she remembersl the
words when she saw his brow grow
dark. and his lips form themselves in-
to a wet stern line, Then llernard de-
tached himself from her clinging clasp
and faced his father.

“] huve come to ask your forgive-
ness, father.” he said, in a faltering
voice, “and here,” holding out a litrle
pucket. "here js the money that 1 took
from yeu. [ have Lrought it haek
with interest to this very day, 1t has
DLeen the shame of my 1ife that T could
have ever taken it, nind [ couldn’t bear
to write to yon. or esme back until [
coull return what | had rtolen. Father,
mother has forgiven e will you not
furgive me. oo

Juhn Thern cleared his throat, He
hod always thought when he met his
=on onee more, that the only words
upon his lips would he ithose of re
proach and anger, but somehow they
died away, and it seetned to him as it
the Christisas bells were still reround-
ing in his ears:

“lilory to God in the highest, and
on eurth poodwill towards men. . . .
UUnto yon a Son is born."”

T'he father held out his hand. "Lt is
Christmas time,” he sujid hoarsely, aod
no ene will ever Know how wmany old
assaeintinns, eld hopes, old prayers,
rose np in the man's heiart und went
townrds the utternnce of those simple
worls.

[ have come home to stiy, father,”
the yvoung man said A minute later,
when the two hid wrung each other’s
kands, *und | shail be able to put the
farm on its leps again, and help you
in the work. You shall not turn out,
as mother wiid you wmeant to do.™

“And Cirsy iy coming to xpend

Christmax with us te-morrow.” said.

I'harn, with a glad smile shining
h her tears. “1t will e like the
John, and we shall have a
huppy Christmas after all,”

And it wuk n curions coinvidence,
John Thorn =rid to binself.remember-
ngr hix thoyrhts upon hix walk from

t that the Christmas  sermon
which he henrl nest day, sitting in
the perw between his wife and boy,

wite haked upen the words—
“Tnta you a Son is nen?

the thowand  pounds s the sumn
ullotted to the yvoung King of Spain
ax ket money every year.  The
yonthful monareh, however, has to
pny various subseriptions o charities
cut of this amount, ns well us to de-
fray the maintenance of eevern] or-
phans for which he Ia pereonally re-
rponailble. 8o that he haa bhot dittle
Jeft tor his private use.—Pearson’s.
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CHAPTER 1,

A truckless waste of tussock ground
apreadiog far away in the sunset glow
tiil lost 11 the purpie haze beyond.

Further the towering peaks 0f anow-
erowned  mountaine were outiined
Hgainst & grey sky, just arreaked with
crimson and & gleam of gold. Thiy
wins what Jessie Komisky wsaw as she
stood still 8 moment on the bridle
track that led wncross the hills to the
Canteriiry Plains; und her heart bean
80 strungely that abe wondered wheth-
er there wes any truth in the term
“Lbroken heart,” or if unyone eould
die of grief, as she had read in books.
She had come out alone trom the Old
Country te eeek her fortune in this
new, etrange land,

No friends, no parenots. All had
died or luft her, and she stood alone
in the world, with n very scant pit-
tance between her and poverty—such
poverty as the soul of a gentlewoman
Lern naturally shrinks from.

Genteel poverty, that skimps and
plans ta make a shilling go ax far as
half-a-crown; that tries to hide its
pain beneath a smile, and beats up
bruvely even with a nameless vacuum

aequainted with personally during her
mother's lifetime, when tohe two lived
in furnished apartments in Bayswater,
and wrought faney work for bazaars
ancl fancy repositories,

But grim poverty; that could no
longer rexifle in a select neighbour-
hood, or allow of even the most care-
fully  mended gloves or well turned
vlothing; poverty that pinched the life
out of one by small degrees till one
literally froze and starved, and could
not apply for work for lack of clothes
to appear in; this thing, with its
numeless terrors, Jessie was afraid of.
Her yoang blood froze at the thought
of passibilities, when pride and love
should hoth be stampwil under foot by
the iron heel of swant, So-after the
funeral, after waiting some few days
in hope that Chariie Forester, her
lover of better days. wonld at least call
or express his sympathy for her be-
reavement: waiting for ithe postman
with feverish impatience, only to bLe
erushed by the sight of his familiar
wniform passing by. Jessie determined
to face the world for and by herself.
She gave up the reoms which bhad so
long been “home,” settled all the ac-
vounts, studied the small margin
shown by her Bank book. sold every-

* thing the small rooms contained to a

denter, then peacked her trunk and
went out into the park for half an
hour to think. A firm decision made,
she wrote a letter to Charlie, then tore
it up as quickly.

After bidding the kind hearted land-
lady wood-bye, sbe huiled a cab, went
to the shipping office, took out her
weond-clagr ticket as @ passenger by
the good ship Clematis. nnd with a
parting sigh for Charlie's fnithless-
ness prepared to leave England for
eveT,

That was just how it happened that
Jessie  Komisky came to [Lyttelton
alone, and stood mow looking at the
strunge prospect from the hillside
Amoeng the pessengers she had made,
few friends; everyone seemed o0 in-
tent upon their own affairs. She was
reserved. and would not intrude her
troubles upon a straunger's ears.

Some suppused she was coming out
t. be married: some suggested w pos-
sihle brother, who had went for her;
others thought she might be a govern-
et poing out to some rtationholder’s
Tamily. us snch were rare luxaries in
those days, . .

This lattef proved ufter all the near-
ext gness, for JuEsio, following the ex-
nmple of her fellow pussengers. made
the pilgrimaprs aceross the hills to the
little mgnare ~F shanties und modest
housen, small hoteln, ete, which form-
el the nuelius of futnre greatness,
and made he~ wny to & regintry office,
where she fommul what she wanted,
aumely, work., the hest aBnd safest
panacea for sorrow.

An Englikh lady Uwing on 8 distant
station mneeded s governess for her

stead of a breakfast; she had become |

little doughter. Thus ran the adver
tisement, and Jesaie, applying, was
immediately accepted as a new arrival,
much preterred by the oftiimes home-
sick lady, as bringing with her aimost
a breath of the dear English ajr,

 =oviully st least, which would link op

the prosajc station life with the heart
throos of the Home Land.

It wus long before the time of rail-
wiys, 8¢ the journey waws performed
for the most purt by couach, the re-
naining miles in & earrler’s waggon
Learing & supply of stores to the sta-
tion. -

Sceattered homesteads, miles apart,
far at present settlers were few, the
life of isalation and struggle not
proving so remunerative as often re-
presented on paper.

Floods hud devastated the district
through which they passed, and con-
sexjuent loss of gheep had reduced the
aiready vicartous income of the strug-
gling farmer,

At length they came fo a swollen
river, which must e crossed.somehaw,
a frexh experience for Jessie, but she

got throngh .bravely with nothing
worse than A wetting, and had her
rewnrtl in seeing & curl of smoke

aseending from a huge wadden chimn-
ney connected with a low - lying
shanty, around which a group of men
were assembled to hear the latest
news and receive goods from the car.
rier.

“ix this Havenside?" asked that
warthy of a youth whio came up to
hold the horses.

“Yes; up yonder is the house. It's
a rough bit of road, and not very safe
after datk. If yonw've to go there
vor'd best be smart,” was the reply.

“Well, I've a passenger to-day fon
there, a lady. too, and I reckon I'll
jnst get on. and talk to you boys as 1
cvome back.™ said the earrier.

On, therefore, they rumbled over the
rough rond. the deep ruts of which
threatened to overturn waggon and
oceupants: but in less than an hour
they cnme up to the little homestead,
and found themselves eagerly ex-
pected.

A thin, pale lady, a little girl of
weven; these were
Havensidle, topether with a faithful
henchman. and two serving women,
who had accompanied their young
lady when she left her father’s home,
a young bride, to make a home in
tlix distant land.

Tlow wearily long those years had
gpemed! For Edward HRothsay had
not proved all her fond heart hoped
he would, eonsequently long days and
weeks of neglect and loneliness had
aged the brave little lady of Haven-
wicle, and her face presented a- very
wistful look as she welcomed the new-
eomer just ‘“‘from home."”

“You are tired, dear,”” =aid Mrs.
Rotheay. “Maggie, you will bring in
a cup of tea, and 1 will tnke Miss
Komisky to her reem.” So the kind
little woaman bustled about, and
Jessie’s heart grew tender toward her,
the firat friend in a strange land.
Little Mamie seemed ro lovable, too,
as she camme nestling up to her new
gaverness, with a half-sny smile of
welvome.

The corrier hud departed, Jessie's
luggage had been taken to bher room,
witl Mra. Rothray sat sipping her tea
contemplatively, watching the guiet
tigrire and Rerious face beside her.

She felt the girl had a sorrow, her
black dress ahowed bereaverunent; but
her face told a further story. one with
whirh Mrs, Rothsay's own heart was
well aequainted—the sorrow of love
unrequited,

Sa these two came to understand
ench other, and again the promise was
fulfilled, “He shull set the =olitary
in familien.” As the days pnared, Mra.
Itothsay grew hrighter, Jeasie was
c¢ontent, while little Mamie pnve her
new governess nll the love she could
possibly rpare from her dear mama,
and papa that was in England.

YVer, that was the trouble of Haven-
side; pnpa was in FEngland, and
troubled himselt very little about the

the dwaellers at .

7

dear onea who fondly wasched for
";-? mall
» station was manas well b

Hufus Lilworth, and as !l’;ﬁg n th{
returns were gatiafactory, sud fSnan-
¢lal weed did not trouble Havenside,
the owner was content to amuse him-
self amid English uodetf. and enjoy
the life of an “absentea’ Hin letters
w‘ld of races, hunta dinners, banqaets,
with here and thers a word of home-
liness, which the hungering reader
Btrove to make the moat of, * You
must let me know if you want sny-
thing, Elsie,"” he wrote; “do mot run
short, Send McDougal to town to
meet the next vessel; I have sent You
@ box of ‘fine licen,” and trinkets for
yuur:@lf and Il:’ami;; kins the little
one for me. ve rom

husband, Edward.” your loving
. This was all, no word of hie want-
ing her, no word of hin return; and
no thought of her fears during those
lonely dayu on the station; theme wer:
the things which hurt Mrs, Rothsay,
und caused her to atep noftly, whih:
the rong would be hushed half-sungr
that Edward used to love In the days
when she would have followed him ta
the furthest point in the universe,
for he wasa the hero of her dreams.
the love of her youth. )

CHAPTER II.

Rufns Lilworth pulled up his horse,
ithrew the reing te MceDougal, and mr;
up the stepe to the little offfice whera
ke was wont.to consunlt Mra, Rothsay
whenever there was occasion. As he
bowed himself in, he came face to
tace with Mamie and her governess,
who were prepured for riding, jnst
bidding that lady good-hye.

e had never met Miss Komisky be-
fore, though he had heard of the new
importation, having himsel! earrled
the advertisement to town.

1y her new hat and habit, Jessie
presented a graceful enongh fAgure
for. human eves to rest on, her bronze
hair curled in wilful little wavelets
over her brew and neck; her pore
complexion had grown healthier since
her arrival, her step was elastic; her
figure straight and not too tall; a
goodly specimen of a young English
gentlewoman, Rufus thought, a8 he
aceepted the introduction given very
graciosuly by Mra. Rothsay.

Tt took less time than that in which
I' write it, but in that brief Apace
dessle had formed her opinion of the
nmanager; and it was not a favourable
ane. He was tall, dark, handsome
enough, his address not unpleasing;
vet, to J9§sie. there seemed something
0o assertive in his manner, something
too dominant in his tone as he spoke
to Mrs. Rothsay; and certainly too
fnla? for a first acquaintance with her-
self,

“Perhaps it js the way in -
onies,” she thought; “mei apptﬁ'!l::;- gftl'
lrrrint here,» !Yet chivalry could anre-
Y be a=s much uppreciat i
Bun_d-atreet or tgg I“!.ow.ed here as in

His searching glance was little less
than a stare, and Jeszie's guick eclour
Tose, a3 she hastened her little charge
and eagerly left the rgom. ’

Nothing daunted, howaver, by her
n\‘ul_ent confusion, Rufus i}ilwurth
having dispatched his business which
consisted in the delivery of st;me re-
ceipts to Mrs. Rothsay, was soon Te-
maunted, and, following the road
taken by Tessie, quickly overtook the
.vo‘uil‘lzg eqq;z]st}'iriana.

X You wi nd it rather

station, Miss Eomijsky!" hed:xncl‘;?m?:;
As he came up with them. “It vm;
will allow me, T will accoempany :y'ou
for a canter across this bit of plaiu:
L}:;:sti prelty spot about three miles
on | rlr_;st.?’r' where one could dismount
- “I must not be sway fr

long. thank you!” was ghe l?eTﬂyho‘Ezg
T have promised Mamie her music
lerzon, and have also to learn some
accompaniments for Mrs. Rothsay.”
B By her manner he eould see his ser-
vices were unwelcome; vet with utter
nonchalence he kept Deside her and
refused to notice her confusion.

-\ very silent half-hour was the re-
sult, when Jessie declared her inten-
thn to return, and took little Mamie's
rein to turn the pony's head home-
wards, T

“Mamie, would you not like to see
the springs vonder?” asked the man-
nrer, placing his horse in front of the
path, entirely ignoring the evident de-
+ of Jeesie.

Xo, Mr Lilworth," replied the littly
Tady. naively. ©1f Miss Komisky HRYS
we go home, se we do™; tnd Rufus waa
nanplussed, though not defeated, as a
thin gleam of white teeth showing be-
tween his lips betrayed his vexation,
snd a flush on bie face told of & resolve
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t0 be even with her snather duy,

However, for now he let thew turs,
buwing obwequicusly o Jemsie with
eukd ¢neer wn hie handsome face.

Bo from that day there wapm a frud
between them, mnd Jessle felt the first
forebodings of coming i) disturh her
newly found peace,. ’

Rirange to say Mra Rothmay possessesd
the greatest posnible faith in Rufns
Lilworth. He hed been her husband's
eollege chum: his people were well
conneeted; she had known his pinter
in her’ girlhood, snd when Edward
Rotheay had told her of the application
for the post of maneger wshe had
thrown her atom of weight inte the
scale of acceptance, He seemed a link
of the old life, almoat & brother at
times, and she could not understand
Jessie's evident disinelination for his
further acquaintance. . .\

npgor girll Bhe must be engnged
to someone ¢lse,” tbonght the kind
beorted lady, “and perhaps be Is a
wmamp." ..

She sincerely liked Jessis, whaze
presence had brightened the home life

“of Havenside not a little, who wase
ever ready to sing, play, sew, ride,
read aloud, ot tolk of Knglish scenen
and people, ae her hosteus—as Mrs
Rotheny liked to be ealied—might
wish, and whom Mamle simply idol-
jsed. A most efficient nnrse too proved
Jemsie, for when Mamie took a feverish
ecold, and cruel croup threatened her
ber - Litle' life, -1t  was Jes-
Eie's”’ - prompt mengures 7 and
clear” preception that came fo the
regene; and no hand could soothe the
little snfferer like Rers, no voice hull
her to eieep like the sweet, low fones
of her young governess. So pansed the
weeke -and months guickly uway. No

mail brought any welcomed Home- let-

ter to Jessie: She was quite alone in
the world, and ithese new surroundings
absorbed all her love and care. :

If gometimes a  wistful - thooght
would wing its way across the broad
Pacific’ it never reemed to take
form or attract to itself an answering,
chord of love, All wag silent, and the
past seemed buried, save in memory. -

Rufus Lilwerth was wont te bring
home the mail bag from the little bush
post office he paseed on his.. daily
rounds. On one particular oecasion
there was given to him a paper addres-
wed to Mies Komisky, and simply out
of curiosity he drew il from ite wrap-
per 1o read the news.

An advertinement caught his. eye:—
“If this should find Jessie Komjsky,.

who left London on June 18 —, will
she please communicate with' Chirles
Forester, G0, Melbourne. Stll'
troe.” ' : “ S
“Here, he thought, mas the solution
of the mystery. She loved another,
1f she conld be made to believe that
other false or dead he might at'last
prevail. Should he deliver this paper_‘?
Again and again the thought of evil

was - enggested until in a
lonely spot - of . romd, whera
no one saw him save God's

watchful angels, Rufus lit a match
and watched the last serap of that
paper as it curled and blackened at hie
feet. There! It was done. Now she
might never know that Charlie was
faithful, or at least not until she wan
the wife ot another, and that other
should be himself. So he rode on, and
that very night he sought Jessie,” de-
clared hig love, only tc be refused, ree
pulsed, with quiet dignity, and told
that love for bim was impossible.
Chagrined, baffled, he retired, de«
termined, however, to hide his time,
and in some way obtein power to gain
hip end.
VI

[ou,

CHAFTER IITL.

%I hear we are to have some near
neighbours,” said Rufus oue day,as
he presented himsell at early lunch,
“Some new arrivals have taken up the
next bloek, and we shall soon kee a
flourishing station. A house is to be
built without delay.””

“Oh, I am indeed glad,” cried Mrs
Rotheay. “Have you heard the pame
of the newcomer?™"

“Mr and Miss Hepworth, late of Hep-
worth Mahor, Berks, having met with
reverses, after the manner of maony,
<desire to retrench and mend their for-
tunes Dy becoming sheep farmers and
wool growers io this lonely land,” said
Rufus; “and very good neighbours
they should prove,”

“Hquire Hepworth has always kept
bis pack apnd followed the hunt, I
believe his horses were far-famed too,
and have been the means of brioging
bim to grief. However, he will socn
find plenty of sport here, and if he can
yetrieve his fallea fortunes wll moco

keep his hoonds aguin, T trust. Miss
Komisky, bhave you ever ridden to »
hunt?” .

“Na," replied Jewsie, I have passed
moxt of wmy time im the town, with
exveptional visita to bealth resorts
with namma, 1 have perer even seen
a hunt.” .

“Then the suvoner you learn to fol
low the hounds the beiter,” wos the
reply, “antl I wil] teach you.™

“L hod much rather be excused, Mr
Lilworth, thank you,” said Jeesie, ag
nhe rose from the tahle. “H Is but
eruel aport at best, and I prefer to
remain at home.” -

“Yon two are always sparring,” said
Mra Rothsav. “1i. would be simply-
lovely, Misa Komisky, to see a hunt
onee more. I often mxle with my
father when I was at Home,”-. .

Jewsie only shook her head and lefi
the room, with Moumie elinging to her
hand. . . h

Then Rufus spoke out. “I do won-
der why that girl dirlikes me? I am
hopelessly in love with her, and she
knows it. 1 would do nll in my power
to make her happy, but she shuns me
nt every point, cannot yon help me,
Mra RHothray?” - L.

.“Win her [ must, there iz not an-
other girl in the colony whom I could
love an I love her, she must and shall
love me, or —. . - .-

“Or what, Mr Lilworth?. You can-
not torce affection; you must have pa-
tience, Jewsis is A geod girl, worthy.
of any man's choice; sbe will see in
tinle how devotedly you love lher, and
appreciste your patient steadfast-
neas." ' ¢ . . :

But Rutux thought af that paper.
And meanwhile Jessie was thinking to
herself, “If he does not desi=t {rom his
detestable attentions, 1 shall have to
leave this home, and seek a livelihocd
elsewhere,” R .

8o in due time the Hepworth house
was finished, the surrounding out-
buildings eomnpleted; numbers of men-
employed upon the estate, fencing,
ploughing, - draining. - planting, ete.,
and at last the family thems:lves ar-
rived upon the scene. .. . .

There wan the Squire, his three sons,
two doughters, and last, but.not least,”
the mraiden aunt who bad taken uponm
her portly shouldera the responsibility
of eonducting the household manage-
ment, and. chaperoning the doughters ;
of her widowed brother; for all of
which kind and arduous responsibili-
ties she ' declaréd she obiained | but

. poer thanks. “Indeed, my dear,”™ the

good lady exelaimed ou the occasion of

.Mrs. lteothsay's first call, “it is no light .

matter I have undertnken, I assure
you; and iny brother Samuel * only
smiles at iny dificulties, and =ays,
“girls will Le girls, you cannot pnt
old heads on young shoulders.” It’s
all very fing, but suppose & mesalliance
should occur in the house of Hep-
worth, I wonder what brother Samuel
woul(d say?. L. o
“He woull be the first 10 complain
bitterly of the want of training, of the
loss of & good moiber, ete. Indeed,
Mrs Rothsay,” continued Miss Hep-
worth, *“I should get all the blame.”
““My dear Miss Hepworth,” replied
the amused little lady, “indeed you
need have no manner of fear of such a
catagtrophe ocecurriog here; there are
gimply no men, except the labourers,
shearers, and n manager here and
there. You Bee the town, such as it Is,
is & safe distance away, and I am sure
you will not be troubied with many
visitors heve; if you wish to keep your
nieces single, yon have done guite the
right thing to bring them here*
" “Mrs Rothsay, I am not so sure. I
actually saw a man eritically eyeing
ns the other day; a gentlemanly lool-
ing fellow encugh, but I've no doubt
2 nobody,” ..

“Oh, I snp'poaerit was our manager,..

Rufus Lilworth, you need not fear'
him; his heart is lost to & really mice
girl, who dves not know when she has
a pood chance; and ‘he is well cou-
nected at Iome. My husband visite
his people.”

Somewhat consoled, poor Miss Hep-
worth looked with less surpicious eyes
upon Rufua after this; iudeed, riding
partics were formed, and Mr Lilworth
was always.. one of the nomber,
Pienles were arranged, and then he
ecould mnot be overlooked, for he matle
bimseelt 5o necessary to them all, so
ebliging, and attentjve, indeed Aunt
Hester became guite charmed by the
weoy in which he managed and ar-
anged everything for their comfort.

Jereie became n greoat favourite with
them all, especinily with Ellen and

. Alice; for they were wont to declare

thot Aunt Henter was "borrid,” and
life was ot worth living; and a thou-

sand  other thinge - which Jeanie's
Lright face and rharm of mapner
helpest theny to forget. . .

Fime pursed very plessantly that
rumowr: oand theu o letter esame
which filled Mra Rothuay's heort with
dixmay.

1t wae from ber husband's elnter,
telling of Eelwurd Hothsay's mpliden
illness and death at binw father's hume
fn Betkshire, .

Overcome with grief, the wilnw at
lust decided to lenve Huvenside Btation
in the hunetn of Bufua Lilworth, and
return fo England with her tittle girl,
und o falthiul noree, -

Rufum and Jessbe neenmpanied her
to Lytteltun, aml saw the poor Indy
off on her homewurd journey. -

Then it was that Rufuas renewed hin
appea), sure, tint now he wos vie-
tually master, Jiving at 1he houre, s'e
would aceept him.  But he hal reck-
oned withont his host.  Jessie - de-
¢lared that “she would never return
to Huvenride, and the wouid never be
hin wite,” .

A wild iden entered the wind of
Tufus, *lessie,” he mpid, “you must
hear me; L know why you alwoye re-
fuse me; you fove another—a Charlie
Forester in Englamd, HBelieve me, T
heard of his death from Harold Hep-
worth, but te anve yon worrew, I kept
it fram yom, I destroyed the paper
that hud the notice, Hut now, dear, in
it any mnee waiting for him nny lon-
ger? Come to me, ane I swear I witl
make you the happivst wommn in Cane
terbury. Jessie, don't yon see how [
love you, I eannot live without you”

“Hush, Mr Lilworth,™ cried the giil,
whose face had grown swdilenly whi.a
and set, “IHlowever you obtained the
knowledge of Mr Forester's death, and
whatever you may kwow about him. T
hold it n cowardly thing of you te
trade upon such knowledge; ane apain
I tell you, that | will never be your
wife.” lenve e, I wish to see you no
mare,” L

So Rufus returned alone to Haven-
nide; and Jersie obtained a sitnation uy
apgistant to a lmly who kept o dry
goods store i {he townshijy :

Here waa chauge of seene and oceu-
pation, which was decidedly a benefit,”

Mrs Lueus wpeedily found ovut  the
value of her assistant; And after a year

or 60, pifered her u partnership, which -

Jennie accepted, placiog all her small

. enpital in the business, and thus be-

came quite a small capitalist.
-Time poaaszed, Mra Lucas beeame . so
attahed to Tessie, that she ploced the
fultest confldewee in her, aml presents
Iy retiring through mncertain health,
enaliled Jespie to purchase by degrees
the whole of the busjness, | .
By this time -Christchurch. had
grown & considevable town; prosperity
was apparent all around, and some,

reajly fine huildings were in course.
of erection. Sometimes the Hepworths

came to town, end poor Aunt Hester
would coufide her griegh to that “very
sensible young persan, Jessie
Konisky.” Ellen was married to

. Rufus Lilwortl; Aliee engaped to a

young surveyor, aml actually the old

Squive, instend of huyrng a pack of.

hounds, as had been anticipated, had
taken to himself a yonng wife, the
only daughier of an officer who had re-
tired uvpon his pension, In u pleasant
little home on the Avon,.

“Well, Anut Hester,” replied Jeesie,
at the end of the recital, “Lhere is only
one remedy, You should follow their
exnmple.” -

XNow, whether the good lady really
iook Jessie's words to heart, or whe-
ther it was purely an secidentel oceus-
rence, has never yenlly trenspired,
but this is certiain, according to the
“Preas” of the day, that Miss Ilep-
werth, of Hepworth Manor, Rerks,
Englrnd,, wos masried to Captain
Charles Juckson of tie ship “(iood-
win, on a certain Jday therein re-
corded, - '

And thus erdeld the mort important
episode of Auut Hester's Jife,

Just at this titme Mrs Lucas died,
and as she had neither kith nor kin,
she left ull her worldly paods to Jeesie
Konisky, in recognition of her kind

- mervices durlng her ilness, ete.

Jeesie thus became comparatively a
rick wondn, and of course offers of
marrisge were not wanting, all of
whicli she most wteadily refused, and
why? - E

Becruse nne night shortly after Mra
Rothxay's depnrture, she had had o
dream, in which she paw her young
lover, CharHe Forester, etanding on &
anndy piain, beneath a acorching aun.
A long line of eamela passed slowly hy,
tired. patient Deasts, Jooking. exhanst.

- ed evideutly for lack of food, Then all

E . b
were loat te sight sand only Cherlia
reinnined, standing alone, wtretehing
unt hix hunedw to her, saying in hur owy
fuiilinr yohee, “Jesn, whil, Tt T live E
will come. Wait!™ and he fuded Sy
Lar wigght. -

%o whe walited still, 50 Arm was hep
eonviction that he live . .

The yrora pasved, Streaks of gl‘l'_’:
appwared among the atrande of gold]
abd Jessie realiced in many wayvs that
she wns pot growing vyounger, No
wourd had ever come, yet xtill shie felg
he ived, and she yet would meet hlma

BDue day o ship came in to Lyttelton,
sl among her pazsengers wis o fall]
dark muwn, whowe bronzed fave told
of mned travel and toll. Eagerly Le
lookel grouund, aond secing A newshoy,
vulled for o paper, Scanuing the pagow
hastily, he wemed to Aind what he
wan for without forther comment,
with saly o stern, wet lonk an hik face,'
a eieldenfired hope in Nis eve, he seg
ont for Christchureh. He renched it
ere Jong, the pretiy little toww, gof
featly ‘Inid out around the central
Frpare,  nut apain referring ta hig
paper, turned towards the wireet hd,
kanght, thnt led to Miws Ronisky'§
drapery extablishinent. b

.
He lgoked around a little, then en-
b oamd addressed s muart yoang,

at the counter, asking “Af Miss
Kuuishy could be ween?” A T

Presently there came (o him o
woman, ent browed, steadfast eyed,
with that look of waiting in Lere cyes
which anly he conld read, ' N
-He stretebed oot ha hand te lier,
and said: “Jesy, my Jeas, is it really;
Fou?", R . .
Ayl ghe? Bhe never eried, or fuinted;
or tlid anything of the kind. Bhe only,
taid her bamedl upon khis arm, and touk.
Tiim axicde into the ofice beyom!, Then
she lnoked him ja the eyes, and said:r
'“So you lave come howe to. e,
Cliarlie?” .. - ' . '
“Xc¢n, my love. T have souvpht the
colonien through for you. [ went to
Australia, thinking you were thereg?
advertised for you, got mno reply;
thought you were lost to me, g i
I went on an expedition with Burke
and Wills, and just escaped with my,
life. They all died, even the ciunels, in
the desert, some by hunger, others by,
the blacks: !
Then I .came to Sydney aguain, then
to New Zealand, and in Auckland K
maw the “Press,” and your name, ') |
I would not write, it might not e
Leen you, youi koow; bot Jesw, it is,
Amn T too late?” :
“No, Charlie, I saw you in
desert, I'knew you would corw. -
And then, only then, he folded Keér
in his arms, and let the hot teurs fail
that only a strong man somuetimes
rhedn, upon her fuce as she rested on
his heart, .
They were very guictly married, and
prople wondered why Miss Kowisky,
should marry such o nobody ap hey'
but as she herself apperred prrfectiy.
eatisfled, it really maltered little what
other folks thought. Hand~uvme pre-
sents ciune from  Squire Hepworth,
whose regard for her was very greaty
algo fromn; Mrs Captain Jackeen, and’
the rest of the family. Alse in due’
time a package frow England Drom
Mrs Nothsay, who bad never forgoticn
those old days, '
Charlie Forester told his wife ulk the
atory of his seeming fnithlessness,
how his people had kept him from any,
knowledge of her mother's death, or
her whereabouts, sending him -on o
Cuntinental agency in desperate haste..
How, on his return, he hud sought i
vain for her, till at lust he learnvd
shie had goue to the tolonies. With thia
vague direction he hnd started in pur-
suit, the result being weury yenrs ok
rearch, which ended at last in happy,
reunion. W
"Never miud, Charlie, Letter later
than never,” wns her veply, - B
" The sunset flow 13 on the close of
Nfe; we leave them there, true mu,q: ’
and happy wife, ST

'Hno'

A —————

The Queen has an album in which
are writtan the datcs of the birthdays
of nll Her Majesty's children, grapd.
children and other relatives. It in
the duty of her private secretary to
keep her informed of the sapproach of
any of these festive occasions, hot hep
memory ia no good that his merviced
in this respect are acldoln pecersqry.—

Tearson's, -
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BRITTAIN—VEITCH. - .

*0One of the prettiest weddinga of the
weason wad celebrated at Kent Terrace
®resbyterian Church, Wellington,

n Wednesday, December 12th,

at, when My Harry Brit-
tin, the eldest =on .of Mr H. Erit-

in, chemist, of Manners-street, was
rried to Misa Flora Veiteh, the elds

m daughter of Mr A. Veitch (ol
Sepsrs Veiteh and Allan, Cuba-street).
#With its handsome floral decorations
mnd the crowds of gaily dressed and
- appreciative spectators, numbers of
ywhom were unable to gnin admittance,
churck presented a very interest-

g and animated apprarance.

The ceremony wae solemnised by the
Rev. J. K. Elliot, aesisted by the Rev.
Fames Paterson. The bride lLocked
¥ery charming in a dress of rich ivory
Batin de Lyons, made with court train,
Bnd prettily trimmed with silk chiffon
#nd lace. She carried s bougquet. The
havndsome bridal veil, with sprays of
orange blossoms, helped to complete &
wery delightful picture. The brides-
meaids were Miss 'Wionie PBrittain,
piater of the bridegrioom, Misses Daisy
and Violet Veitch, sisters of the bhride,
and Misa Annie Allan. . All four wore
white dresses of Swiss muslin  with
transpnrent lace mpleeves and yokea.
The elder two had charming white
chifou bhats, while the younger pair
wore pretiy picture hats, all carrying
shower bouquets tastefully arranged
with sweet peas, heath, and yellow
poppivs, They also wore gold hoop
rings presented by the bridegroom.

The bridegroom was attended by.

A A. G Bennett, solicitor, of Manala,
%:g Fred. Rowden, and Mr Frank Brit-

.

Mendelssohn's Wedding March was
played by the organist, Mr F. H. Ben-
net, as the bridal party were leaving
the church.

‘The bridegroom’s present 1o the
bride was & handsome gold ring set
with pearls. Co

After the ceremiony the guests, num-
bering over eighty, drove to Waringa,
the residence of the bride's parents,
where the wedding breakfast was laid.
‘After ihe usual toasts wers proposed
and heartily honeured, the bridal party
were photographed on the lawn. The
bhappy couple left to spend thelr
honeymoon amid showers of rice and
rose leaves,

Remember,

Remember, thret things come not back:
Hhe urrow Neoi upon its track—

it will not swerve; will not delny

dta speed; It Aies to wound or slay.

ffhe spoken word, #0 soon forgot
By thee: but it has perished@ not;
In other hearts *tin Uving still,
And doing work for good or HL

Mnd the lost opportunity

That rometh back no mors to thes;
in vain thou weepeat, valnly yearn—
Thoae threa will Dever more returd, .

“m0ne of the prettiest of all Chriztman
Pustoms prevails in Norway. Every
year thousands of birds die of starva-
tion and cold, and at Christmas the
rate of bird mortality is et ite high-
pst. Christmas, however, is a time of
good-will, and rich and poor in Nor-

a¥ extend their pgood cheer to the

irds. Outside every Norwegian home

ghent of corn is placed. This, of
Pourse, not only provides sufficient

ain during the most bitter weather,

ut aleo n warm resting-place, The
pipght of these eheaves outside the
homes of Norway i3 very bedutiful,
paod the spirlt which prompts this
Chrietmns charity is that of the Mas-
Ler, who cared even for the sparrows.

ECRETARIES TO FOOTRA LA~
CROSEE, and other Winter Bports
have thelr Orders for Printing exe-

euted with denpatch and at Lowest Rates
At the "BTAR" PRINTING WORLS,

+

Personal Paragraphs.

+

Mra J. J. Ker, who has been viaiting
Te Fuke, is now back in Auckland,

Mra Scott West {a expected {n Auck-
land early in the New Year from Syd-
ney. Bhe willi be a guest of Mra
Burne, Epsom. . L.

Mira Elliot, sister of Mr George El-
liot, of Grafion Road, who hag re
cently returned from BSeotland, is
once more comfortably settled in her
Tauranga bome.

Mr and Mra Lionel Benjamin, of
Symonda-street, Anckland, intend oo-
cupying ihe furnished house they
have taken at the North Bhore nfter
Christmas. - :

Mr and Mra Leo Myers have rented
Mr Harold Heather's honse st Mount
Eden, Aucklund, for six months. "

Mra Somerville han let her Symonds-
atreet house, Auckland, to the Hon.
8. E. Bhrimski, M.I.C, :

Mra W, K. Erson, Onehunga, has
taken a cottage at YWaiwers, and in-
tends to stay there im January,

Mrs F. W. E. Dawson will stay for
& week or iwo at Orewa, prior to her
departure with her two daughterg for
England. . P :

‘Miss Greenfield, who has been stay-
ing with friends in Wellington for
several weeks, retormed to Blenheim
a few daye ago.

Mr Sturtevant, who has been Repgls-
trar of Deeds, etc., in Blenheim for
several years, has been notified that he
is to proceed to Dunedin, and will
shortly leave with Mrs Sturtevant and.
family. His place at Blenheim wilt,
be taken by Mr Nalders.

Mizs Moore has recently come to
Bletheim from the North Island, and
ia staying with her uncle and aunt,
My and Mrs J. Moore, at the old Par-
sonage. .

Misz Payne (England), who has
been staying in Nelson with Miss
Browning for several weeks, has. ar-
rived home in Sydney. . N g

Mrs and Miss Robinson, of Nalson,
have been on a trip to Christchurch. *

Miss Tendall, of the Girls' College,.
Nelson, is in Christchurch for her.
holidays. Miss Pearce and Misa Gal-
lately alsoc leit feor South by the same
boat; and Miss Gribben has gonw o
her home at the West Coast. :

Mrs Grace, of Blenheim, arrived in
Nelson with her children to spend
Christmas with Ther mother, Mrs
Colt, of Brightwater. ”

Miss Nina Moore, of Nelson, whoa
has lately passed several musical ex-
aminations with great ecredit, has
been appointed a teacher of the Nel-
son Bchool of Music,

Last week, the pupils of the Boys”
Collepe, Nelson, were taken for a trip
to the Croixelles by steamer, which
they greaily enjoyed, especially as the
day was fine. Another day in the
same week the boarders of the Girls®
College drove to Cable Bay, :

‘Tl Bishop and Mrs Mules (¥elson)
entertained a number of guests at
“Bishopdale” the other day, the ob-
ject being to meet the Rew, Dr.
Hooper (4 missionary from India) and
Mrs Hooper, who gave some intere
ing addresses. .o

Miss F. Webb-Bowen, who has
Yeen ppending several weeks in Wel-
lington, has returned to her home in
Nelson. : :

Mras Cooke (Nelson) bheld an exhi-
bition of work done during the year
by Ler pupils in the Girls' College
studio on Thureday afternoon, when
a numnber of guests were present, The
display was very good, and included
poaintings, crayons, pastels, panels,
ete., together with some of Mrs
Cooke's own productions, whick are
always much adnired. '

Mrs Ireland, Hulme Court, Parnell,
with her danghters, is staying at
Walwera for tliree months,

Mrs and Mrs Seager, of the Telegraph
Department, have taken Hulme Court,
Parpell, for a time.

Mra W. H. Levin is rhortly expected
in Wellingicn from England, and Mr
and Mrs Embling, who are now living
$n Mrs Levin's liouse, have taken Mr
W. R. E. Drown's residence for a short
time. E

Mr and Mrs E, J. Fulton have lafd
Wellington on a visit to Dunedin,

Mr and Mrs Willlam Ferguson argy
ﬁn to returs from their trip te Eag-
d.

Mr and Mrs Walter, and Mr ‘thd Mry

Matthews, of Waikato, bhve gone to
Christchurch from Wellington, '

The Misnea Henry (Wellington) have

gone up country for a month,’

Mr and Mra Dunean have gone ta
Lowry Nay for Christman,

Mrs Biss and Mre Tweed (Welling-
ton) have gooe to Christchurch for
Christmas. o

Mra and M B, Browsn and their
children (Wellington) have gome to
Picton for a change. . . . .
‘Mrs Watson (Wellington) han gone
to their summer residence at Seatown
tor Christmas. e :

Mr and Mrs W. Reid have left
the South from Wellington, -~ -

Mr and Mrs G, Rhodes are in Chriat-
church for Jubilee weel,

The Hon. B. J, Seddon and Mra Sed-
g:n returned to Wellington on Tues-

¥.

- Mr G. Eettlewell arrived from Mel-
bourne last week. . . .

Mr and Mry Bealey (Horerata), Mr
and Mre Wilkins (Akaroa), Mr and
Mre Leonard Malst (Clearwell) are in
Christchurch for the festivities, .

Mr John Connal “Te Eorsha,™ hes
been laid up for the last forinight, but
is now recovering. - :

for

Miea Hicke in still at the Rbodes™

Convalescent Home, and Seems nowe
¢ be improving in health, ilhough
slowly. : . .

Mrs Pat. Compbell gave a “Hay
Party” for children last week, which
was greatly enjoyed by the Iittle
people. . -

Mrz (Dr.) Grace gave two "Af%
Homes,” one last week and one this,
and wan favoured with lovely wenther
for both. : :

Mrs (Professor) Ciarke, her third
daughter, is staying with Mrs Grace
from Christchureh. i :

Mr and Mrs Chatfield gave a very
pleasant afternoon tea on Saturday
at their pretty residenca at Island
Bay, & number of guests driving or
bicyeling out from town. Tt was given
a3 a farewell to Miss Chatfield,” who
is shortly ‘10 be married. = Mrs
Tuckey was assisting her dawghter,
and alsoe the Misses Chatfleld. R

Mrs J, Curtia also gave an alfterncon
tea as a farewell to her daughter
prior 10 her marriage, Mrys Curiis
received in a handsome black gown,
Miss Maud Cartis, for whom it was
given, wore a protty pink dress, and
:xex' sister was in white with frills of
ace, .

Miss Bwainson’s pupils gave 2 de

lightful entertainment by invitation:

to a large mumber of guests in the
Sydney - street s#choolroom. ° They
chose “Alice in ~Wonderland,” sand
gave great pleasure by their spirited
and elever interpretation of the time-
honoured old book. T s

"The children are not being forgot-
ten in the way of entertainment, for
I heard of a delightful party being
given one afterncon by Mrs H. D.
Bell’'s children, and another by Mrs
Harold Beauchamp on Saturday, both

- being highly entertaining to the little

folks.

Mr Ronayne,
railways, returned to Wellington from
his vinit to Auckland oo Thursday last.

general manager of -

The Premier returned from Lyttels
ton, haring an ¢xeeedingly rough trip
back to VWellington in the Rotoma-
hnana, but in spite of this attended
the dinner at the Trocadero to the
Highland Pipers frém Southland in
the evening, and made n long speech
in Yepl¥ to the toast of his health’
and that" of the Parliument of the
country, . : - !

Mr and Mrs \V. Ferguson (Welling-
ion) and their little son, returned to
Wellington by the Waikare, from Syd-
ney, from their trip to England and
the Continent, aud are ataying at Mrs
Maleolm's until they take possession
of their own home again. o

Mr H, D, Bell (Wellington) haa -
been appointed Consul for the North -
Iaiand ot New by the King of -
Denmark, .. .1 o0 - ., .o
"Mra Hardlog and her danghters o'
turned to Wellington by the Wajkare '
f:o;x Sydaey from their trip to Eng-

md. o F . a. - Lo e

Mr and Mrs H. Tilley (Wellington) -
retutned to New Zealand this week, -
via Bydney, from their mix months’
vinit to Fngland, and are staying with :
Mra Higginson, in Hobson-street, :

Mr Harcus Plimmer (Wellington) ‘
was entertzined by his many friends
in the Empire City at & social evening .
before his departure for Australia, and
‘wag presented with parting souvenirs
in the shape of a crocodile leather
case of silver mounted pipes, suitably
inscribed, and a pair of hair brushex
in & leather case (one presemtation},
being aecompanied hy many  pood
‘wishes for success in his new career.,

His Exeellency *the Goavernor will
fpend Christmas in Wellington, and .
afterwards p ds in the Hi
1o the islands sonth of New Zealand, -
which are annually visited, this, how- .
ever, being the first visit of Lord Ban-
forly %0 tke islands., Captain Alex-
ander, A.D.C,, aceompanies Hizs Excel-
lency on the eruise. Upon hisg return
from the, island cruise the Governor
intends making a driving tour in
Ffouthland and Otago, starling from .
the Blnff, and driving in his own trap
a8 {ar as Oamaru, where he joing the
train to Christchurch, '

Very guccesstul garden parties were
given in Wellington by Mrs Grace and |
Mrs Embiing this week., .., -

“Dr. and Mrs Adams, and their fam-
ily, ‘are visiting Mr and Mrs W. Bar-'
ton at “Fareham,” Featherston, for
some weeks. st v i

Mre Macintosh gave a' plensant af-
ternoon. “At Home™ on Thursday,
when & large number of guests as-
sembled, and were received by the
hostess and the Misses Macintosh.

Clarks's World-Famed Blood )let.ur-.—"l'hs .
most eearching Bleed Cleanserthat ?cia:ms nl
medica] skill have brought to t,! Saol
m Scrofuls, Scurr;mlﬁcuml.

ples and Sores of any

ofivn it a trial to teat fto

T eftacied by It Bodion 2a 54 Sach, 801

€ ¥ en
everywhere. Bowars of worthisss imitations
and subetitutas. .

SIMPLY INVALUABLE TO LADIES,
L DRESm’EﬁS, AND OTHERS,
T ete., ete., ete, .
" ¥IT AND BTYLE ENSURED
: By Means of the Maglc .
CUTTER.

- - GARMENT co
Cuts for Ladies, Gentm, or Chidr
Easy to Learn. Taught through the Poi
Terms and particulars from Bols N.Z.,
Agent; MISS M. THOMBON KING,
Woelllngton,

. AGENTB WANTED.

o vl

| \. - Full;___Creani.' o

| Largest Sale in thé World, '~
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Face Humours -
Pimples, blackheads, kimple rashes,

babry blenishes prevented by Cum-
€URa Soar, a sore preyentive of -
fammation and cloggihg of the Pores,.

Sall sverywipase. ¥ dupeier . HuwwauT. Low- | -
e ; L. MDY, Farks l%ﬂ nay_ Forram |
D—---&e‘-n..n:u‘%;{:—-.t&: O

Society Sossip

.. " AUCKLAND.

. S ) ot - Lo
- LARGE “AT HOME.” w
| Poustuby “wol entiti - Wellnes
day afterncon when, in response to -
khe jnvijation, af -Mrs.(Dg) Fnight,
#0Tue 200 guesis' ndeombled at “Severn
House," at’an “At Home.”; ~*Severn
Houge” ia welladapted to s funetion of
this.kind, ke reeepiion rooms being
g0 large and conveniently situated.
Ars Knight received her guesta in the
drawing-roomu - At intervais the viwit-
ors were cohdmeied into dhe apaciens
preakfsat-roony, - where there was a
pretiily decorated table tempiingly
laden with suck seasopable - refresh-
ments. a8 fruit, salads, jellies, straw-
berries and® creams, etc. The Italian
string band” was stationed on the
gtairense landing and played gxquisite
musie during’. the aftermoon. The
guests who weve presemt, and whose
psrt. And’ pretty swnmer -eostumes
made o wery gay pieture fowmd plenty
of antertainment ix ehatting together.

Oir hostenss two young daughters.

Missea Murie} and Dorothy, who ar-
rived that inerming from the Wanga-
nui College for their holidays, loeked
pretty in white silk blouses and white
Irce insertioned skirts. .

Mrs Kright looked extremely well in

a Toseate pink shaded striped =silk
bodice with & ¢ream satin yoke ander

_ecruw guipure lace threaded with black

- . yelvet. bebe ribbod, and & black bro-

cade trained egkirt; Mra Enight, genr,
wore s handsome black brocade; Misa
Enight looked well in a coguelicot
silk blouse, end a black silk gkirt; Mrs
Hughes Jomer was. charming ir = pale
blua ®ilk blouse trimmed with cream
lace, and s black sldrt, . white Iace
straw togque with red roses; Ars . B.
Baker wore x yellow =ik, with tucked
and. lace insertioned bodice, guolden
brown straw hat with e¢rcam feathers
and red roses; Mrs Maddex wasg .in
eream lace, with- & smart little hy-
drangea blae - forabtogque: Mras Goldie
worg bhick satio, and & black bonnet
_with white ehiffon rosettes; -Miss Gol-
die was dainty in s wedgwood blue
and white foulard, with white satin
yohe under.ecrd guipure kmee, white
hat; . Mre Bond wore a royal hlue and
white. fowlard; Mre Suggate's royal
blue and white foulard with transpar-
ent yoke of ecru guipure lace was ex-
gtremely effective; Mrs (Dr.} Parkes
wis graceful in -# preen and Fremch
Erey hayadere striped. silk repp, with
lack chiffon revers.and fronf black
chip hat with salmon pink plumes;
Mrs Runtiman -wore black matalusse.
mnd & blagk bonnet; Mrs (Dr,) Lindsn
looked well in white French lawn wit.
tucked blomse, black crinoline picture
hat with touches of turgnoise blue;
Mrs T. W, heys wore un English eng-
tume of slate grey voile, with tucked
X bolero, mauve drooping: hat with
tovely mauve ostrich feathers, grey
wstrich feather boa; Miss Winnie Leyw
Jooked stylish im & bandsome Euglish
vostume of Parrua viokt and white
figured satin, with white auched rib-
bon in vandywes to form eversldrt,
white tncked patin guimps, grey bat
with clusters/f of plok and yellow
rosesy Mrs ftevensom .was fn block -
matin, with white silk vest, black bon-
net with * Cyrane coloured fluwersy
Miss, Ade Eievenson Jaoked pretty im
L TN O T I =

white Murcella, the Elon jacket open-
g over & whit® and Blus Liowse,
Panama hut with white silk bow uad .
folla;, Misg Dunnettc was Givlidgaes .o

" m Freuch grey voue, biuck Lirectoire

hut with Lk prumes; darw E. Henoja-

mip wore light grey with mitred re-

¥ers of uzure biue wilk under cream

lace, bLlack tulle fogque with bBlus

aigrette; Men (Dr) Groot wag in »
Preity deep cream Agured and striped
nIx, with touches of pink, toque ¢n
sufte; Mrs K. M. Waft was in a blue
French maoslim with lace balers, white
cFriffon toque caught up st the side
with pink and blue roses; Mrs H. W
VWitson wore block floral grenadive,
ant! & white erinoline picture har
trimmed with blick and white ehif-
fom; Miss Kenevig was in tussore wilk,
with white hat; very hamdsome wae
Mrs Raumes Oriental figured satin
gown, in which white and sapphire
bine predominated, the bodice reveal- -
ing & white satin guimpe under cream
Iace, her hat was s iack crinoline

with white wings; Mre Kirker wore a N

black #ilk figured  grenadine over
emerald green siik, bonnet to match; *
Mry Carrick was in a rich biack imer- '
veillerx, with black chiffon boa, black
bonnet; Mrs (Dir,) Moir wore royal
bloe: and white spotted foulard, black '
bennet with blue flowers; Mra Cole-
mmn was fn bMlack broecade with navy
jocket, black hat with red roses tuck-
cd beneath brim resting on the hair; -
Miss Oxley wore a pretty silver grey -
silk, white hat with plumes and
touches ef heliotrtpe, white and Black |
oetrick feather boa; Mrs Fenwick
wore black checked grenadine, with
white veat, black and white bonnet; °
 J. Owerr was in & Tich black satin, '
atylish Mttle bonnet; Mise Owen wore
o blaek sitk akirt, with a contrasting
ce of ereum Madras mnglin over °
yellow silk. pink straw hat with clus- °
ters of Pk roses; Miss Hooper looked
very weil in Nil green lusire, and a
wkite Picture hat; Mra Hewitt wore a
pigeomwing grey skivt and coat, with
wh!te Filk blomse with ruched lace,
white hat caoght up the side.with
green grapen; Mrd Reynolds was in '
blaek brocade, with smart little jacket
of eream Tace over yellow silk, cream
teque; Mrs Pr.) "Bedford wore a
pretty white Face insertion dress over
creem, cream satin bolers, black chip’
bat with prireroses; Miss Lena But. B
tere Iooked charming in’ white ‘and
hebogrope floral wuslin over yellow,
lace Bolero, ard insertion on corsage.
threaded with heliotrope bebe velver:
Miss Fenwick was in a white and ecra’
Ihece insetrtion blouse over pink, black
skirt, pink sitk togue covered with
eern guipure lace; Mrs - Whitelaw
wore a_grey and white muslin, with
black Spanizsh lace fichw, black and
heliotrope bonnet with white and sil-
r!r—gx_;angied aigrette; Mra Devore
was In blwck moire, with jet on the
corsags,- mauve foral bonmet;  Mrs
A. C. H. Collina wore white silk, black
pleture hat with black plames;  Xlrs.
Hentor was in roynl blue and white
foulard, brown bonnet with yellow
nasturtinme;  Miss Henton Inoked
dainty in white lawn; Mrs Fred Shar-
land wore a green coat and skirt em-
broidered with white, black hat; Mrs
A. M. Carter looked exceedingly well
in a pink wuslin blouse, trimmed with
pea-green velvet bebe ribbonm, grey
Ekirt, white hat; Mrs Tonks wore a
hydrengea biue and white founlard,
white hat; Mrs Hanna was in a rich
black broeade with white chifon vest,
black toque with pink unmounted
roses; Miss Efffe Hanna wore electrie
blue emshmere trimmed with eream
lace insertion, white hat with mauve
w:ings; Mrs Ziman was in biaek grena-
dine orer peacock-blue shot silk, black
togue; Mra W, 8, Douglas wore a
white fiieked lawn blouse, black satin
ekirt, black hat with pink and red
roses; Miss Dougins was in a pretty
dove-grey dress with Honiton lace
revers, pink hat with soft pink
plemes; Mrs Thomas Jeckson wore a
rich orchid msuve brocade tunic vver
A& cyrano silk ekirt, white hat; Mrs
D. Tole wes ' in white pique  with
touches of hellotrope, viclet velved
toque with mauve winge; Mra Mueller
wore black silk under a black =snd
white striped satin bodles, black Lon-
net with pinX roses; Mra KEdmiston
wad in 8 haodsome black silk; Miss
Edmiston looked well in & white tuck-
ed silk blouse, and a black skirt, white
hei; Mre (Jodge) Edger wore 8 black
and white checked sik with blue
ruched  chiffon. on . corsape, hlack
toque; Miss Lanpgsiord was in white,
aud dark biué plaid silk blouse, black
skirt, blark crineline hat with black
plumes; bdirs Oliphant wore & brown
and white cheek cloth skirt and coat,
with white facings, gold send black bat
with blmek and white feathers; Mrs

1 o . T

DMdham wore black silk and cape: Mrs
E Uwen wan in » heliotrupy muslin
trimuwdd with silk, hat to  match;
Misd Olithom, white pique akirt, dutfo-
dil yeilow silk bluuse, yellow chiffon
fogue caught up with cherpies; M T,
Muhoney, white French mustin with
pink and blue Howera, white toyae
with pluk rores: Misx Wallnott, pink
muslin, white hut with cream echlifon
and pink Sowery; Mrs F. Macky, fuwn
costume trimoml with  eream lrce;
Mrs E. Buther, grey and white floral
musiim trimmed with biack velvet bebe
ribbom, back velvet but eaught up n
the front with white chiffon resctis;
Mime Frances ticorge, Chinm blue floru}
muslin blonse, blici and blow spotlted
whirl; Mru Adusims, binck xilk, emerald
green velvet bonnet; M UOxley, white
gilk, white togqwe with violetd; Mina
Hughew, green atriped  satin, black
hat; Mian IN Hoghea, white 2nd violet
plaid silk bluomee, white skirt, white
bat with chiffon; Miks Carter, Balide
green and whife muslin, black hab
with pink rosea; M T. Peacoch,
prone - cashmere  embroidered with
white, grey bovuoet with prune hops;
Miss Feacock, white and blue mtriped
muslin, white hat; Mrs Munoo Wilzon,
pink and green French musiin with
Biack chitffom ruching on frills, black
pieture hat; M Crawshaw, Chinm
blue and white foulard, lave boiero,
birck toque; Mrea N. Dagnall, navy
cosiume with eream lace yoke, blaek
hat; Mras W. Bagnall, black and whita
cheek, with milk eguare yoke, hat ta
match; Mrs () Coom, white silk,
transparent. lace ®eeves, heliotropa
and mauve togue; Mra Hough, fawn
piriped wvoile; Mrs Hutchison, vieux
rose cashmere with embroilered chifs
fon yoke, black tuquei: Mrs Littler,
wich black brocwde, white and gold
oque; Misa Littler, hlack satin with .
whita silk vest; Mrs Sim, blnck grena- |
dine over yellow; Mr=J. J. Craig, white
gilk, black hat; Miss Campbell, white
ailk; Miss Doduon, pink costume, grey
hat; Miss Devore, white silk and mus.
lin inserted with. Jace, white crinnline
hat; Mrs T. Wells, electric Line cous
and skirt, white hat; Mrs Vivian, pink
and white sitk blouse, black brocade
skirt, white hat, ete., ete.

Miss Alexander gave a large after-
noon-tea last Priday at her residence,
“San Remo.” Symonds-streef,. as a
farewell to her girl friends before
her marriage, which takes place short-
Iy. Mins Alexander. ably assisted by
her mother, received her puests in the
reception room, which wes gaily de-
corated with white Bowers and green-
ery.: The fortune-telling by Mrs J, H.
Peart was quite a feature 6f the after-
noan. M took place in a cortained
part of the verandab, and muek fun
wag evoked by the charming way the
girls’ past and future was told. Musi-
cal items were rendered—piano solos
by Misses Il. Nathan, Kempthorne, E.
Myers, M. Heywood, and sougs and
duets by Misses Alexander, Julia Na-
than, and Davis (2). Afternoon tea
wasg served in the dining room, being
aun exceptionally dainty affair of
trifies, ices, ptrawberries and eream,
etc. The table was uniquely decora-
ted with vases of white snap-dragon,
white carnation, white sweet pea, and
candy-tuft, intermingled with maiden-
hair ferns.

Mrs Isidor Alexander, mnavy and
white striped foulard with twine-
coloured lace applique or bodice and
skirt; Miss Alexander, pretty white
muslin with lace insertion running in
triangles oan skirt, which was also fin-
ishied with small flounces, the beodice
was of silk profusely tucked and trimn-
med with insertion, pink velvet band
at neck fuastened with diamond
brooches; Misses Moss-Davis (2). were
ptudies In = white, B8ilk blouses
with  blue ribbens swathing the
waist, large blue bows oh corsage; one
wore o block hat with feathers, and
the other a  white one similar in
ghape: Miss Mitchelson, black skirt,
pink blomse with black velvet, white
hat with dash of pink; Miss Kent,
white silk with lace, white hat emn
guite; Misses Kempthorne (2), white

ique skirts, white sghower uslin

louses, white Leghorn hats trimmed
with flowers and black tulle; Misa
Caro, pretty blue and blnck striped
mousselinze de soie, white hat swnthed
with tlue; and her sister wore & gimi.

lar cosiume of pink and Llack striped

gilk, with black lnce let in ot the neck,
black hat with dash of pink; Miss
Douglas, grey tucked ¢ostume, white
vewt, pink hnt swathed with pink
tulle: Miss Langsford, white akirt,
green plaid muslin biouse, white Leg-
horn hat with plumes; Misg Suvrage,
grey costume with black lace trim-
tning sod feathers; Miss Dounald,
oyster-grey costume, with parvew

bands of black velret, white hat with
plumes and wilk: Miss MacDoznald,
fuwered muslin, white vent, white buik
trimwwed with black; Miws Cooper,
green check costune, white vesik,
white hat; Misses Gorrie {2), touru-
Ing cuostumes; Siswes RersTaylor
{2), pink gowms; Miwm Cruickshsulk,
white muslin wkirt, wilk blouse, pink
wilk round waist, black hat trimmed
with pink; M Hunoa, white sros-
tume, hat trimmmed with peedwiokle-
btue riblons: Miss Hrigham, ercam
Chioa silk, black hat with plumes;
Misa Nelson, navy-blue fuoulard; Miss
Cutter, white silk with plaid sush; and
her siuter wore a pale grey with blue
puzh, sailur hat trlimmed with white;
Miss Julia Nathan looked distinguee in
a white k., very much ruched, the
latest cut of rleeves, net bolero, burat-
gtraw hat with Llack net and plutnes;
Miss Possceneakie, grre{ akirt, blus
blouse veiled in white lace; Mise Waul-
ler, white costume, white hat with
plumes; Mias Coaten looked well In &
white costume, with soft white forlle
hai with dawh of pink; Mias Grace
Heaketh, blnck skirt, biue bloase, hat
trimmed with blue; Miss Millie Hey-
woodl, roral blue foulard, white vest,
white haty Miss Peart Little, ioavered
French muslin, white hat; Miss Mor-
rin, green eanvas muslien with white
bands of trimming, white hnt: ‘Minses
Myera (2], white costumes, black hata;
Mixa Paisy Worsp, white munlin with
snbw spots, white hat trimmed wilth
tulte; Mra Alfred Nnthan's two litlle
danghters, cream silk accordion pleat-
ed Empire costumes, one wore a- hat
trimmed with btue, and the other wore
a white hat; Miss — Colsmoun, whllre
frock; Miss (Stdney) Natham, white
frock. ' R

GARDEN FRTE.

At the garden feie givem by Mr. Hruce
om the occasien. of the breuking up of
King's Coliege for the holidays. #cs
Askton BiLuce recelved ber Bu:
merous pEuests tn her uxual charming
manner, She wore a black. lace gown
with tranaparent sleeves and neck, white
hat with HAowert and feathers; BMry
(Prof.) S¢gar wore a black slik ekirt,
asure bluc striped sllk  blouse flnished
with luce, black hat with plumes, and
wreath of pink flowera benesth brim
Among thosa present  werei—Hev,
Beatiy, Dr., and Mra JcArthur,
and sMree Segar, Dr, and Mrs Close-Fr-
gon, Dr. and Mrs Bwale, Dr. Maitiand,
Offtcers of L".B.5. Abarends, Mr Fred,
Farl, Mra Major, Mr and Mre E - W. G,
Hathbone, Mre: \Wilsan, Mr and Mra A,
Clark, Mr M. Clurk, Mr MeCuosh Clark,
Mr M. MrcCosh Clark,  Miss MrCosh
Clark, Mles Kifly Clark, Mrs Abbott,
Mrs Bamford. Mrs Withers, Mr and Mra
Barstow, Mrs Callender, Mr And Mris
. Myrs Carrlck, Mrs Richmon,

Mrg  Henther, Mr  Vincent

Mr Claude Heather. Mlzs
Mre Marrhoer, Miss Rice, M
Boult, Mra Cheeseman, Miss
Lue&s, My end Mrs Duncan Cierk, Mrs
R. Dargaville, Miss Dargaville, Mrs and
Mimes Cotter, Mr and Mra Fininysen,
Aigses Gorcle, Mr F. Gorrle, Mrs James
Hume, Mr and Mrs Hutlon, Mr ang Mrs
Kemp, Mre and Aissef Schwaris I i8n-
ling. Mr amd Mrm John Abbott, Mr and
Mr= P, Bodls, Mr and Mra J, Burm.){::

Henther,
Heather,
B I

d Mras Ferguyon.  BMr  and
‘(‘I‘i‘m(nsld. Mr and Mrs Cleave, Mr
and Mrs Then. Cooper. Mr Patton,

Mr ond Mra Dotile, Mt ant Mrs H. Gorrle,
Me andd Mrs VHIE Mr nnd Mrs Keasiugton,
Mr and Mrs Luwsou, Mr uud Mrs Lyouws,
anjor and Mrs Morraw, Mr and Mrs H. B.
Morton, Mr and Mrs J. Mowhray, Mre "'5'
Mrg Fosrer, Mr nod Mrs Id. Nolan, Mias L.
Rolur. Mr amd M H. C, Nolan, Mre Petrie,
Mr and Mes BRnoson, Mr and Mrs Colwill,
Mz aud Mrs Spenecr, Mc and Mrs Tewsley,
Mr aud Mrx Thoroes, Mt and Mrs Towle,
Ar gnd Mrs I Yulle, Mr and Mrs Walel,
Mr and Mrs Whitoey, Mrs Wigmore, Mr
and Mra % Morriu, Mr oand Mrs Woodward,
My and Mrs K!charddod, Mr and Mra Ching,
A'sa HamMs, 3Mr 8. Hamlin, Mr aud Mrs
Charles lysaell, Mr and Mts A, Dyer, Capt,
and Mrs Coyle. Mrs P. Dhufsnr, M™ G.
Hardey, Mr und Mra Johuaton, M7 aud Mra
John Reid, Mr and Mrs 3. Held, Mr, Mra,
Miss, und Mr Eudreck, Mr and Mre Nelsom
Yierce, Mr wnd Mrs M, Coanell, Mirscs
Plerce, Mt . Plerve, Miss Kidd, Mr Wal-
lnce Kldd, Mr and Mrs Tibba, Mr and Mre
Cook, Dr. nad Airs Marshull, Mr and Mrs
Rulrison, Mr and Mrs V. Coney, Mrs and
Mlssen Kerr-Taylor, Mr and Mrs €. BaXxer,
Mr Huntebluson, Mre and Mlssa Lennox, Mrs
Areher.ltev and Mrs Monro, Mr R Herlot,
Mlss Iiuddle, Miss Heywood. Miss M, Hey-
wood, Mrs Wore, Mr nud Ars Patow, Aina
Stevenaoh, Miss D Btevenson, Mra [TK:
Miss Moore-Jomen, Mes MacFarlige, Mz and
Mre Sanderson, Mr and Mrs Lrater, Mrs
angd Miss Gray, Mr sapd Mrg Murgoaode,
Mz nnd Mrs Hkeet, Mz and Mes Luckie, Mrs
Gollshotough., Mra Baber, Mr nnil Mrs A,
P, Wllaon, Mr and Mra Carr, Miss Carr,
Mr ond Mrs Musson, Mirs Marshell, Mr
€. Marrhall, My Denn Bamford, Mrs Main,
Misa Bowa, Memars W, J. and B. Couslnx<,
Mr Chartes, Mr I, e, Meesrs C. and Th
Iiay, Mr C. Klssling, Mrs and Misg Huller,
Mrs and Miss M. Alckin, Mr McCormlck,
Mlsa Anule Tavior, Mr Cole, Mr Battley.

Drofessot Carrolla, Rev. F. 8mith, Mr
Bhort, Mr aad Mrs E. Morton, asd others
N PRESENTATIONS.

On Friday evening, the 218t, n very
plensant gnthering was held in &t
Beendict’'s Parish Bchoolroom, when
the Misser Coffey, who hare resigned
thelr positions 28  tenchers of Kt
Benedlet's Parish Schoolreom, when
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of mervice, were presented by the
people of the parish with & farewell
addresa and a purse of movervigos,
All the Roman Usiholie clergy of the
QioCtsC were presen{ or jepresenteq,
aud His Lordship Bishop Lenihay per-
sonally made the presentation, ani
spoke in very high terms of pralse of
the ewt services rendered to the
parlsh by the Misves Coffey. Thesa
Young Judies hove conducted 5t. Bene.
diet's Bchool with rery signal succens,
and thelr abilities as teachers and dise
tif!innrinnn have won the approval ot
sll who have had an opportunity of
inspecting the schoul. At the recent

Government examinntion of 81, Bene- .

diet’s Day Sehoeol, conducted by Mr J.
Gioodwin, ef the Board of Fducation
stafl of inspectors, the splendid result
of 100 per cent. of paswew were obe-
tained; every child presented passed
the exawination, This fact wuas re-
fered to by Hia Lordship, who paid =
high compliment to the retiring teach-
ers for the work done by them, aud
for the excellent state of the achool,
and the proficiency of the scholars,
The Very Rev. Dr. Egan, Monsignor
U'lteilly, and Father Gillan also spoke
in terms of praise of the tenchers, and
expressed deep regret at the loss of
theor sepviees, The farewell address
wan read Ly Mr J. J. Daley, hon. sec.
to the Testimonial Commitiee of the

Churehi At an afternoon gathering -

of the school children, held earlier in
the week, s very warm farewell was

taken of the Misses Coffey by the

scholars, who presented Miss Annie
Coffey with a pair of gold sleeve links,
with engraved initials, and Misu
Teresa Coffey with an afteinoon tea-
aet and a beautifully illustrated acd-
<dress. Both ladies were alsa the re-
viptents of numerous handsome far®
well presents from the pArenta of the
2hildren. Misa Teresa Coffey is to be
married next week to Mr nks, of
Coromandel, : .

A large number of ladiem puibered
last week at Mrs, Ernest H. Queree's
repideuce, Devonport, the occasion of
a “pupils’ afternoon.” Mrs. Queree's
pinnoforte pupils gave a most oredit-
able and interesting afternocon's per-
formance, - kindly assisied by Mrs.
Hamilton . Hodges, who sang two
mougs bepitifully, “Not Quite Alone”
and “All Thro' the Night.” The pu-
pils who played selections were Misses
M. and I. Duder, Miss F. Hamill, Misn
Peacocke, Miss Wilson, Misg Cooper,
Miss Irene Queree, Miss Ivy Philcox
and Miss Chapman, All the young
= lagles acquitted themselves rmark-
i ably weil, and tEeir exceilent playing
ot dificult compositions did their tal-
ented and @ painstaking teacher
highest eredit.
ed a piancforte number, and 8150 tack
~park with Mre, Queree in » charming

duet,-. “Air de Beethoven” (Saint
Baens).
deserves special mention, . This is
Irene Queree, who, though only nine
years of age, played Lardelli’s “Air de
Ballet” from memory (all the pupils
played without their musie} with an
accutacy ‘which stamped her a real lit-
tle genius. On the following Wednes-
day afternoon a private pianoforte re-
eital was given by Miss Minnie Duder,
an advanced pupil of Mre. Queree, in
the presence of a number of friendms
and guests. Miss Duder played B num-
ber vf Schubert’s, Chopin's and other
eomposers’ selections in & most fin-
jslied, accurate and highly artistio
mannér, and also played the accom-
paniments for Madame Chambers,
who mang “Two Bongs,” “Swallows,”
Bemberg'a “Serenade,” and "At My
Window.” Mrs. Queree and her tal-
wented pupils were both warmly com-
plimented at the close of the recital,
which was 3 musical treat of & high
erder. Tea and cnkes and strawber-
ries and cream were haonded round om
each oceasion. -

o PIOYLLIS BROUN,
WELLINGTON.
:Dear"m’,- December 20: .

' Miss Richmond gave a most de-
lightful entertainment at her Kinder-
garten echool! in  Powen-street on
Baturday morning. A lsrge number
of guepts, chlefly consisting of the
parents of the pupils, assembling and
thorvughbly enjoying the pretly ace
tlen msouge, dapclog, marching, efe,
of ibe pupils, who were ail dresszd
‘alike In white with scarlet sanhes, the
teachers, Miss Richmoud, Minse Rok
leston, Miss Hilda WilHams, and Miss
Lucy Adkason alio wearing white

the’
Mrs. M. Cooper play=

One of the young pianistes -

gownt with scarlet tics and belts. The
ball was prettlly decorated, and the
whole scene & charming one, reflect-
ing tha gresteat eredit upon Miss
Hichmond, whose method of teaching
and joleresting snd encouraging the

young [a their work seems sn admir--

able one. Among the guesta were:i—
Mrs Richmond, Mrs Maurice Rich-
wond, Lady Atkivsen, Mrs Tudor At-
kivson, My and Mre A, Atkioson, Mra
Rhiod, Mrs Field, Miaa Hamilton, Mry
Firth, Mrs and Miss Tolhurst, Mrs
and Miss Williams, Mrs McPhernon,

Dr. and Mra Fell, Mr and Mrn Gee,

Mr and Mra Walter (Waiketo), Mra T.
Wilford, Lidy Stout, Mr and Mrs Lee,
Mrs Fleming, Mr and Mrs Mantell,
Mys Staflord, Miss Carter, Mrs Mil-
ward, My and Mra Cyril Tanner, Mra
Haby, Mrs Morison, Mrs L. Reid, Mrs
Easterfield, Mra Kendul), Mre Collins,
Mra Anson, Mra Symons, Mrs Ander-
zon, Mrs and Miss Hislop, Miss
Holmen, Mrs Grace, Mra Barber, Miss
Papge, Mra Stocker, and many others.

Mr and AMrs Embling gare one of

the Iargest and most successful gar-

den parties aver given In ~Wellington
on Thursday, from 4 till 7 o'clock. It
turned out & most perfeet day, gnite
hot and yet with a gentle breeze, and
the eight of go wmony gaily dressed
folk  walking about in -the lovely
grounds wag 8 charming one. The
garden was looking lovely, it being
formerly that of Mrpg Levip, who is
now on her way out from Home, and
a eplendid band played at intervals

during the sfternoon uvnder the treea,

At the lower end of the garden a hnge
tent “had been erected, and
filled with dozens and dozens of small
tablen, euch beauntifully decorated
aud daintily laid out for four people,
and with everything one could pos-
sibly wish for, Strawberries and
cream and ices seemed perhaps more
sought after than anything else, and
it was bardly to be wondered at, it
being our firgt really summer day.
Mr and Mre Embling must have stood
for hours receiving on the lawn in
front of the house, asnd fully 200
guests must have been present. Mrs
Embling wore a bandsome turquoise
blue nmilk gown, weiled with black
checked grenadine,. and: treined and
with bows of black entin and & bleck
pleated ehiffon boa and a bizck straw
togue with black tips and turquoise
biue velvet and paste buckles. Among
the guests were Mrs W, R. E. Prowa,
in violet and black; Mrs Balcombe
Browa “wore an™éxquisiisly embrobl-
erad white .muskn géwd lover. mauws]
and with" Woad ‘epaileftes, the skirt
Aounced and-ruched, dnd a white sad
manve hat; Mra Richmiond, s hand-
some black brocaded mantle and ‘Glack’
and ‘white  bounet; Missi  Hamiltbry
black satin and black and white bon-
net; Mrs {Professor) Brown, a pretty
pale green foulard silk figured with
mauve, and with mause velvet lapels
over a white satin and lace vest; Mrs
McTarvish, ' pale Teen and  white
figured wuslin and green and white
tulle toque; Mlss Halsé, a eream and
mauve figured gownj Miss E. Halse,
white aud blue; Mrs Parfitt, rich
brown corded with salmon pink revers
and tfoque with pink roses; Mrs
Hacon, & black braided costume; Mrs
Leckie, a handeome black pown and
blaek and white bonnet with bluz wel-
vet; Mrs Adams, black ecoat and
skirt; Mra W, Fitzgerald, a very
pretty black satin trained gown with
transpatrent "sleeves and yoke of ehif-
fon and edged with jet; Mrs Somers
ville, black; Mra O'Connor, a hand-
rome black spotted brocade gown
and violet bonnet; Mrs Tweed, navy
blue epotted foulovrd with revers of
white satin and lace and mushroom
hat with flowers; Mrs McPherson, a
handsome, white silk gown, trained
and entirely covered with black lace,
and black and white toqne; Mre Ken-
dail, 8 grey coat and skirt; Mrs
Blackett, black; Misa Blackett, fawn-
and mauve ghot ilk with velvet cuffs
aod collar and pretty hat 1o match;
Mre Edwin, black satin, trained with
white chiffon fichu, spotted with
Plack; Misd  Edwin, sailver grey
broche; Mrs Gee, a blue and white
foulard gown and pretty chiffon togque
and chiffon boa; Mrs Cyrll Tanner,
reen - fgured | mualing - -Mrs  Rhind,
Jack; Mra Quick, black; Miss Quick,
white with {nsertion and black toque
with pink rosea; AMies M, Quick, &
eream figured gown asnd mushroom
hat with Siowers; Mra Gillom, black
and’ white eheck, tralped, sad black
toque; Mrse Watson, & black broche
tralued skirt and grey silk blouss and
and piuk chiffon toque; Mins Barron,
green corded nilk, and pretty white
sad pink cbiffon togue; Miss Barrom,

it waa'

white; Mra Rims, sege green eanvas
with white antin vest, white hat; Mre
Mucintosh, black; Mise Macintoah,
orange weiled with eerun mualin and
insertion, burat straw hat
with orange flowera under the
brim, and her minter in
white nitalin - much
witk lace insertion; Mrs Bimpson,
cream  figured gown; Mrs Duncan,
bluck, with white lapeis, black and
white bonnet; Mra Vravers, a very
pretty white embroidered gown, with
burpt straw hat with pink eilk an
reees;” Mrs Williams, silver grey bro-
cade, and cape trimmed with sequins,
aud black and white . bonnet; Misy

Hilda Williama, electric blue silk, with

white bodice insertioned with ecru,
and elevtric bium plped sleeves, biack
toque; Mica Coleridge, white; Mm
Tolhurst, » very haudsome black
gown; ~ Misx Tolhurat,

grey, with  cream - jnsertion,
retty white hat; Mrs T. Young,
lie  coat and ' white = fronty
and hat; Mre Gernld Telhurst, grey,
coat and skirt; Misa Sprott, whits
muslin, with lace and insertion; Mra
W. Pharazyn, black trained gown;
Miss Pharazyn, pale green milk, buornt
atraw bhat with black velvet and pink
rores; Mrs Walter (Waikato), bluish
grey gown with wide revers of white

Eilk, white chiffon hat with knots of .

turquoise velvet and white aigrettes;

Mra Matthews {Waikgto), fann coat

and skirt, white chiffon vest, and
fawn and blue tulle togue with high
white ospreyr; Mru Wallis, white and
blue figured muslin, Llack hat turned
up with pink roses; Mrs Tuckey, black
sotin, black and mauve bonnet; Mra

Collins, eream, with rows and rowa of .
eeru insertion, and large black bat -

with big rosettes of pale blue, pink,
and mauve chifon;

with Jace; Mrs Pyneent, lovely mauve
silk, trained and weiled with blaclk,
white bonnet with flowers; Mrs Gore,
black Lrocade, black and white bon-
net; Mrs Hislop, grey, with black and
white lapels; Miss Hislop, pretty fig-
ured muslin; Mrs Grace, 8 very iZana-
some black trained gown edped with
cream lace in tiny flounces, gold and
black and white {onnet; Miss Grace,

pretly white muslin; Mrs W. Tuorn- -

bull, a handsome white foulard figured
with brown and blue, and black toque
with flowers; Mre Loughnan, grey;
Mrs H. Burng, black, and black toque;
Mrs Bristow, a very pretty pale grey

-gOwn ecru ingertion, grey feather, .
: hoa,_ ang::grey ‘mushroom hat; Mrs,
. Fulton, -afpretsy piyk floweredmiuslio,

edged with marrow, black “telvet rib---

trimmed -

Migs Harcourt, .
white silk, much tucked and trimmed .

o -
Pink folded chiffom toque; Misg Heyp=
wood, gray gown and white hat; Mixe
BlLerrett, biack, and large black bag
with featherw; Mrs Watking, blue andt
white foulard, with white satin yuke,
large hat to match; aleo Mre and 1he
Misaes n, Dr. Cahill, Mra Waryg,
Mras A. Brandon, Rev. Mr Bproit, Rew,
Butterfield, Professor Clurke (Chrigt-
church), Professor Easterfield, Mrs
and the Miskes Fanconrt, Mrs Roth-
eram, Mra and Mina Eocle-ﬂeld, Mrs
and the Misaca Kennedy, Mrs Ward,
Mrs Hogben, Mr and Mrm G. Camp~
bell, Miss Watkine, Dr. and Mra Fit-
chett, Mr and Mra L. Wilsen, ¥g K.
Macdonald, Mrs and' Misa MeKellar,
Mra MeGregor, Miss -Graham, Mre
Didsbury, Dr, and Mra Young, Mr J.
Cecates, ‘Mr JYoynt, ‘Mra Ewen, Dr,
Adams,. -Messrs = Tolhurst, Brown,
Eennedy, Reid, Heauchamp, Hareourt,
Luckie, Quick, Agheroft, Walter, Mat-
thews, 'Young, Milward, Dunecan,
Nathan, “Martin, Miles; Gee, and Dr,
deé Denzi, Dr, Hilop, aad many others,
T T T T  OPHEL AL T

" ‘CHRISTCHURCH. - - -©

Dear Bee, s chcember 19, -

An T git penin hand I feel ne
words of mine can-demcribe the greas
pageant has . "takén. place to com~

bon, €11d- togué-to mateh; Mrs Alile ‘g

ward, & c'i'enm'.nn_ﬁ mauve igured mus-’

Yo, and ¢ream hat with mauve. trim-- -

ming; * Mrs ~ Boss, ‘handrome . black-

 satin, and black toque; Mrs Malcolm

Ross, a pretty pale grey wilk canvan
gown, with yoke of grey chifan and
steel embroidery, hat to match; Mrs
Hales, 8 grey gown with white front
erossed with black velvet, black and
white bonnet; Miss Brandon, a pretty
cornflower blue gown, piped, and with
cream lace under gleeves; Miss Al
Braundon, pink figured muslin; Mra
Miles, deep blue broche, with white
front, black toque; Misg Miles, white;
Mri Beauchamp, blue and white foul-
avd, and cream hat with black velvet
and flowers; Mrs Waters, grey Eton
costuine, with white front crossea
with black velvet; Miss . Ashcroft,
white; Mrg Firth, a striking gown of
pele grey, with while vest and belt,
and trimmwings of steel embroidery
and silver tringe, toque to match; Mra
Murtin, grey bengaline silk, black hat; .
Mrs Staart, pink; Mrs Dyer, black;:
Mrs Prouse, fawn and pink shot silk,
with an orverdress of bLlack embroid-
ered met, black toque; Misg Prouse,
wkite; Mrs Luckie, a black and white
siriped "gown; Mrs Btraog, a very
pretty smoke grey canvae, with much.
ecru insertion and black togue; Miss

Reid, pretty pink muelin, with lace -

flovnces: Miss Simpson, yellow fig-
ured delaine, burnt straw hat with
black velvet and roses; Mrs De Renzi,
cornflower bilue, with togue to maich;
Mrs Friend, black; Misa Friend, corn-
flower blue; Mrs C. Pearce, electria
bilue gown, tucked; BMrm -Seed, &
mauve and black gown; Mises Heed,
pale grey and pretiy grey tucked
chiffon toque with grey . tips; Miss
Beed, = pretty cream figured gown,
trimmed wjth velvet, and bonnet to

muich; Miss Tripe, 8 ‘white muslin .

gown with lace aund insertion, l_nd
pretty  white ‘straw  toque with
tips and chiffon: Mre Bucholtz, black

snd white check with white revers, -

snd black hat with tips and pasta
bucklen; Mrn MeCarthy, s pretty
cream soft trained gown with rouave
of transparent black embroidered net,

- = Thuas Warkd-Resawasd
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mmemorate cur Jubllee in Christchoreh,
Never hive we hud such a gathering

" wither in numbers or of imterest. Okt

'c-olonigu from far snd near met to-
gether some for the firat time since
leaving tie ship they travelled out in,

Other members of their familien they’

"haet ' nok  seen  for many Fears.
1magine the bﬂrtv hand grip and thé
‘\Ionl you remember” on all aidey,
and You will think of the dificulty
‘it wae to marshal these old colonists
info anything like order for the pro-
cession, ‘They met at the Exhibitioa
_Hnll and gyere. deiven .10 the South
Kelt, where the proecession atarted
from, hesded by a fine team of eight
~bullocks provided by Mr T. 0. Hay, of
Yigeon Hay, and driven by Luke Scoll.
In the dvay were about twenty old

* Peninsula identitién, who arrived be-

tween 1843 aud 1850, -Then eame "the

volonteers numbering over thirteen’

dom oo hundeed, Some of the' mounted onea

in teir khaki nnifdrms with plumed
hats, on some’ aplendid horuea put in
a very ‘fine appearance. There were

- dragy, cArriages, and other vehicles

brimuning “over with «wid colonivta.
“I'he carriages with the Hon. W. and
Mms Llolieston, the Mayor and. Mrs
lieecr, the -Hom, K. J, and Mra Seddon
- and” Hia - Excellency the Uovernor
were the signxl for- mﬂch"elhppmg of
“ hands all alodg’ the 'route. The

Maoris Wwetre ‘an interesting part of’

the procession. . A canoe on wheeld,

with 3 crew of epsrgetic paddiers and:
a-0ne todirect their, Movemenis wan’

guité a.featore.r AnothErs old war

n X, oY with.a spearawas much more ef-

A ‘bdorb

. L Fuhiunable Drm hbrlol

e, I.l.cen, Sunshndes

St B

'at clearing the road than any
4w maunted trobpefssT The returned
troopers ‘received qmte an ovation,
and & momited Rafif was the ob-
swerved of all observers. The trades

were well and some most tastefully’
represented, il to describe it folly’

.. would take far too long when T teil
' fuu the procession_took fifty minutes
R0 Ppass o girven . point. The line of
route was beautifully decorated, The
~scheme: Wad been Tarefully thought .
.-out by Mr . Hurst Sraxer, md days
‘poles . had “been * planted -
ju the utreets and. twined with col-
oured muslin, Then.soon. after 12
.pm. of “Sunday -began- the . work of
~festooning from-pole to-pole and cor-
ner,.te  ¢arner,: - the -wnost . delicate
alindes of Liue! yellow,
with white< nade. the most charming
rﬂeqb.w whilg, .3ome - streetswere red;
while, spruke bluer andd sone red and
whitd! thebe ‘contrauty thrnwmg up
(the, pATEp.  shadas, The
aTpposts.- “tele pll peles; ete., ap-
peared to gfow"out ‘of fla¥% bushes and
. toiatok. The- wwenther 'was- perfect;

,‘grncef‘ul festoons  of Lnberty muslin,
and flags, the latter floating in every
direciion. Some 20,000 yards of mus-
lin were used, but I.doubt, if anyone
= can form any idea™of the prettingss
of it by hearing -of - it. At night
several places were” jilluminated, the
*Times"” Oftice being the,,,best -The
Procession

greetings ngst friends after tha
lapse of a great number of years. The °

Covernor Teviewed a march past of ’

tiepvolunteers and then drove off; the
_, park spon utter gradualty emptied. In

_Qust sy fficient breeze toiitoy with the

pink, usad -

hettom of

e eveming sl the Exhibition Hasll
ut' !'mmenwe sudiroce masembled, in-
eluding qlmdr,:-ln of the old ecloniuts,
when, the Donnlogv and & Te Deum,
wader MriWells, were aung. followed
l”' uptechu by the Mayor, His Excel-

,the {iereraor, the Premier, Hir

JQhu 6’.!
‘DWOQ. when (iod Bave the

Quﬂn ha' hurllly sung by alt, thuw
ending. & ‘memorahie duy in, Canter-
bury, and H it could be ‘possible that
‘the same ltntel forward could e
;nlde in the ue(l fifty vearu au in the

17§t mets one wondering what the.
reault migh be.  Amoag the andi
“ence wers lhop aud  Mra Julius,
Hishop snd Mck Wallis (\\'rtlm 1op),
the Hishop of Meélanedia, " Mrex teece;
Mru Tiolleston, ' Mr and Mrs John Aun.
derson, Mr Mru K. Allan, Mz and
Mra Appleby V
“Mr Embling “and Mr Maugben Bar-
nitt (\\eliinghm).,l\[r and Mrs F. M,
‘Walace, Mz aid Mrs Vufos, Mr und
Mrz A. E. ) Hhodes, Canon and’ ”ra
~ Knowles, Mr and Mrs XHison, efe. On
Tuesday' the * Exhibition Hall was '
‘agnin the “dendesvous, where the old
coloniste’® luncheon -teok place.’ A
number of willlug hands cdecorated
the tables and stage.  An excellent
lunchean was pru\idﬂi by Mr Burke,
but the numbers attendmg reented
greaﬂy in ‘excésl ‘of those expectal as
many lmd to, be necomimnodated with
seatn " om " the © stagc  and wait
seednd rela\. It is thought nearly 900'
partook of Inncheon. His Worship’
the Mayor Wllh in the chair, and on his*
r\ght Wl‘l‘f His Excellency the (lover-
nor, Mra ‘Reeée, Sie John Hall, Hon.
C."C. Boweén, Mr Guise Britfan, My
Mattett, Mr W. I). Wood. Mrs Stewart,
ahd Mr and Mi2 Farr.  On the Mayor's
“lett ‘were the Hon, . Butler, (‘nptam
IWilliama, "A.1).C.'a, Mr J. Deans, the
Hon. I, T, l‘em‘(wk AtcHdeacon Dud-
léy,  Mr AI'F., N, Hualisten, Canon
EKnowles,  Archidesacon Cholmondeln
Mr R. J. 8, Hairnau, Mr E. W. NSuger,
and Mr George Hart. The tables were
arranged as far as pogsible n%tl\e first
four ships, namely, The
Jane, The fandolph. The'Sir tieorge
Seymour, and 'The Cressy, the various
toasts being-given and replied to by
speuke'm 4rom these vesselr, If wan &
Japiqpe and interesting gathering, the’
gallery being, filled with spectators.
and . one - word expresses nll the old

.colonists and their fricuds seerueid 1o

feel that day, “happiness,” for their
faces were wrenthed in smiles,  Lun-
"cheon over, conveyanceg took fhe okl
«cplonists ta a garden party given by
Mrs Deans. senr.. and Mr and Mrs
John Deans, Riccarton, whose kospi-
Aality ‘and kindness has extended for
Jover half @ century to all and-sundry’
in and arownd (_hnstchur('h Mrs
Deans. seated in a chair on the lawn,

. received the gueats, and exchanged re-

after . reaching Hagle{)
¥ark broke‘;!p and’ there “wéré_ many~ Sprines- at.‘(‘hnxt

miniscences with inany old frieuds.
About 700 paople nltogether. were pre-

sent. Numerdus® marquees were dot-. . i
_ Lavissou’s birthday, over thirty guests

ted about fot _serving refreshiments,
¢ Rntt a bangd p]a\'n-ﬂ at intecvals, The
(_"0 rgor\md Lownt & p.m., having

M-y Lis v to (lndrlbuu- the
Collegre, that duy
. being alzo the jubitee of: “the (‘ullege

.In the Pvrmng the'Fxb:lutmn Hall-

wag, again, filled, mdny old colonists.
bei; prl-nent The ‘choir,. under Mz
Wells,*gave the “Ghnterh Pilgrim”

~4

harlotte .

_ Webb,

. Louisson (3), Taylor, Wood, M.

anthem, which was swag by the Can-
terbury  pilgrims  themselves im Bt
Faul's, fondom, before leaving for
New Zealand, Then Mr' Msughan
Haruett, of Wellington, stepped on ta
the platform to coonduct the ole
which ke compowed for the opening
of the Exhibition. Tt west brightiy

the Hoouw, W, Rallestan, . aund well, Mr Hugh Reeves taking the

nolo very effectively. At the close the
applause wau very enthusisstic, and
Mr . T. J. Alpers, as llbnnlnl wan
. compeiled to acknowledge his hare
with M¢ Harnett., Mrs Hurns then
wang “Rejoice Greatly” in ber uvsual
pleasing macer, the Hallelejah Chorus
beiug = grund flnule. Mr KW, Seager

then gave his leeture on “Okl Canter--

bury.” with limelight views, many of
the early colonists long since pansed
away being shown on the canvan, with
Christcharch and Liyttel'on in  the
derert andd ¥ hut atage.

The Jubilee celebrations  belng
,uppermost, 1 have pot them down
[ firsr, but there were one or two small
‘Hoeetivitlen lnst wenk, Mrey Wigram
guve a dellghtful “At Hame,” The day

was beantifully finé, and everything

oeked its prﬂhm
1doned- on the lawn:
some mukic in the honse; mml every-

A band was sta-

sone meemed to $njoy the afternoni.

4 Wigram wore
gown, hat to maich:

dainty cream
Mra J. Gould,

- biue glace silk, with cream inve bolero,
bine chiffon and’ cream teoque; Mrs

Stend, pale blue voile fininhed with
heliotrope ailk bands, toqte to mateh;
Mrs H. H. Cook, biack lace nver white
gilk, black hat and feathers: the
inses Cook, pretty floral muslin
gowns, black hats: Mrs H.H.Louphnan
soft grey dress trimmed with black
velvet, large black hat; Mrs Deans,
biuek silk grenadine over green, Lon-
Dei to mateh; Miss Deans, white glace
silk and deep cream lace, binek hat;
Mru Pyne, white corded cloth, Kion
-coat and skirt, Tuscan and floral
toque; Mrs Ogle, pale grey pown, pink
veut and belt, pretty tonue; Mrs Ward-
rop, pale pink gown, toque to match:
Mra A. E, (i. Rhodes, handsome black
gown, black bat with touches of blue;
Mrs and Miss Fenwick: Mr and Mrs
Louissen, the itter in paleat grey silk
with Maltese lace aud narrow crim-
son velvet. and steel buckles oun the
bodice, black chiffon toque; Miks
Touvisson, pretty pink floral mrnaling
hat to correspond; Mis and Miss Har-
per, Mr Jd, C. Pulmer, Mrr Vernon, Mr
and Mrs Wilding, Mrs and Mizs Juling,
. Mrz A. Rolleston, Mrs I, '.l‘urnlnlll and
" many others. -
& - Ou-Wednesday' even]ng Mms l.avlor
gave a picnic at New B righton, Quite
a number of the party cycled down,
- Mra Louisson, Mrs Merks, Miss M.
© Alkun, and a few others poing Ly
tram. Among those present were {he
Misses DProsser, Lonisson (2), Messrs
Ihrd\'-Jﬂ!\ns!un Ziele, and
. Louisson, .
On Saturdav Mrs anssun Fave n
drag picnic to Sumoner for Miass M.

going, amongst whom were Mrs Louis-
son, Mrs Muorks, Mrs (ireen, Mispew
Allnay,
Prosser, Messts YW, Peacock, Louisson,
Ziele, Hardy-Johustoa, and others. *

Mrr Mathias, "Fendalton,” guve 8
delightful atternopn tea at her resi-
,dence last week, and some charming
music was listened to. Among those

there ‘was #inn-

- old,

present were Mya Arthur Rhaulew, Mra
and Miws Helmore, Mim Secretan, Mis
and Mise Mvans, Mru and Miss "ulmer,
Mrs aud Misy Hennsh, Mre Moorhouse,
Miss Howran, ete,

On 'lhuruda_y evening the combinnd
societien (musical and motett) gave
#+ “Messinbh™ in the Fxhlbition Halt,
which waa filled. Mra Hurns, Mi
Grabam, Mesirs Allun svd Millar sa
the solon, ued T am (old all did we
with the exception of the temor. hut
unfartunately at the lust moment §
wis unable to gu and hear it, |

DOLLY VALE,

B e —————ia ]

| YOU NEED A TONIC §

it the Summer heat
makes you quickly tived:
it you lack energy, feet.
weak In the back and
always want ssmething.
_to leay upon; I you do
“not care for your food and
cannot relish your work;'
it you arg nervous and

have teadaches .

* 05 WILLIEMS PIRK PICLS

are the best tonic In Lhe
world--they cannot harm
the most delicate. They |

MAKE PEOPLE STRONG,

“ Bome time ago,” says Mr, J.!
Pnge, of Paye Bireet, Lyttleton,
Cautarbury, ** 1 bevame sxtrenal
weak and had not the ltmngt{l
to work or get nbout. I had ne
;ppat-ih. wy back was weak and

_ L.

o

ches trozbled -me. De
Wiilisms' Piok Pilla had pre-
viowsly rid wme of

afleroffucts, and 1 now tried
thera, Thres boxea improved me
wonderfally, and severnl more
boxes completely cored me, [
sow have R good appetite, sleep
well, wnd am quite strong and
active althongh I am 80 yewrs

Dr, ‘Willinma® Piok pills
Lave also cured amy wife of

!eb;hty.

"By ansiching sod pweity g 1
bloo-{ o, ‘hlh'nu l’mt ilte cire
conanmption, suouner weskuems, da.
DViliky, seeofulm, Tickets, s, favers”
‘alfrer sfecre, olc. Thay miso ecure io.
suliain, drspopeis, oBATMIgi,  Liuds
o, oL,

influenza's {

- FAGEBIMILE QENVINE PACHAGE,

'+ Hold by the Dr. Willinms' Medicine

4 Co., Wallingtoz, 3/ per box, 8 boies

0¥, post fres, and by chemimts and
atorukpspars. -

R e

Y

‘Blouse l.nd Trimmlng' Sﬂks

Excluslva Silk_Blouses -
Jdad ki

e’

« W SPECIAL PUNCHASE 75 Whits Prill, Duck, Pius and Heliand Costumes.
. Whetesals Fricen, 10/5, 12/6, 14/8, 17/6 up: Our Prices. 7! 1l.
- 'lwul Gntumu Mlk Ilnﬂj. 'OH’ ll.elll n-om 259,

w14, 10/, 139 up,

—_;|__ .‘a

L KID GLOVES-—A Mlgmﬁoeut lnd I.lr;a Vanet.y. Exeellent anue. 1/, 176, 1’9 2,3; ‘lpocmi 3,

11, Efll‘"‘ dannt

NO\rBI.TIB‘S IN LACE NI‘.GRWEAR—-) [. 1/3, 1;'6 IjQ 26 p-
Loy 9. Nuw lunpln Bnlu. l/l.l 2jll up,

.
"4(11" l-',lzr':‘eu--'

C

- f + - '

Speclal anlm

2,-'11. 311,

£ ; -

LRy '.-
Iml!u Hell-ﬂ lf-‘_ 1.,'3,

.
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« NELSON.
Dear Bre, Devembeer AT,

On Wednesday aftermcoa Mri Fell
gave a most enjoyable
AT HMOME
st her residence, *St. Joho's,” Yor Mis
Xathleea Fell, whom everyone is glad
4o welcomse baek after her visit 36 Eng-
haod, and alse Sor her miree, who ks o0
a visit bere from England. The chiel
feature of the afternoon was Hisg E.
Feli's singing, which was very charm-
ng. She saug quite a number of
wort, dainty littie wowgs, most being
suite new 10 her hearers and all were
ireatly apprecimted. - Mimm Webbe
played al} her accown paniments,
amd Miss Edith Kempthorue played &
. g . ¢

Mra Fell receited her guesta in a
vary handrome gown of suge greem
Sroche satin: Miss Kathleen Fell looked
Tery swert in & soft white silk trained
yown daintily trimfped with worchom

and insertion: Miss Fell (Eng
iand} was admired in a prefiy bhioe
Aevered muslin with »ilk stripe effect-
ively trimmed with lace; the Misses
e, and S. Fell. and Doris Lishifoot,
who arsicted with the tea, all wore
pretty white muslin frocks, Amongst
ihe guestsa were Mrs Atkinson, biack:
Miss Ruth Atkimson, bloe gtry cos
tuime, black hat: Mrs Adams, wedges
wood blue canvar over white silk, small
Black hat with pink rose: at the side;
Mrs Andrew, bimck and white silk,
piak flowered muslin vest, black hat
with pink trimming=: Baroness Von
Rmrzingsiowen, biack «ostume rim-
pred with black wmtin ribbon, blach
»mat white toque: Miss Browning,
white pigoe skirt, muslin biouse over
pink. large blask hat with ostrich
feathers: Mrs Runnyr. mause costume,
hat em zuite: Miss Runny, heliotrope
muslin. whkite and heliotrope hat: My
Uhatterton, Hoht grev  =ilk, black
chiffcm hat with blark feathers: Mrs
Toote (Feilding), stylich gown of grey
voile, laree Leghorn bat with black
and white feathers: Mis= Cock. dark
grey cosmme. black and pink togue;
Mixs M. Cock, pink muslin, hat en
suite; Miss Cuthbertson. white;
Miss Burnett, blue; Mrs de
Castra, black camtas over
rose pink, pink toque; Miss Duff,

white, lnrye white hat: Miss Edwards,
Tl il bbowse:, black nkivt white ehifs
foa hat; Mim Fillewl, Bght costemme;
anitor hat; hrs thasgow, hinck; M
Uilaagon, grey oot ome, smanrt hat with
red and pink rowes; Mre Al Grace,
alyliny contume ol gvey, small wrhite
hat relicved with hinek weleet: Mise
Gribben, bright pink suslia, black hat
with pink and greem ribboma: Misees
Gibbs (2) wore white; Mre Hwdson,
durk hise foalard trimmed with cream
lace, bomsvt to mavwh; Miss Hoddle-
sioa, powder bise costame, black hat;
Miss Heape, breoming prey coshmere,
white Ince yoke, grey het 1o maich:
Mre Harria, black; Misa Honter
Rrowa, smart navy costame, beeoming
bat te metch: Mrx Houlker, dark blee

foulard, biack snd piak toque: Mis
Houlker, white; Mra F, Hamjhon,
black akirt, ecru lace bodice. large hat
with pink trimmings; Miss Harria,
black, bonnet en suite; Mivs G. Jones,
Llight costume, Leghorn hat with eream
roees: Miss Nina Jones, fawn: Miss
Edith Kempthorne, white muslin,
white hat with pink reses; Miss King,
Miza Lubérki, fawn costume relieved
with red; Mrs Lightfoot, black; Mre

Lemmer, cigar brown ¢ostame, hat en:

ruite; Mrs A. Mackay; Miss Marsden,
black silk with yoke and sleeves of
white satin veiled with biack lace, hat
to moich; Mre Maginnlty, black =ilk,
smart bonnet relieved with gieen;
Miss Oldbam. smoke grey silk, large
black hat; Misz Poole, light muslin:
Mrs Patterson, black, deep lace fichn,
large black hat; Miss Pitt, soft white
silk and lace, large white hat with
violets bepeath brim; Misees Preshaw
{2), grey cosiomes, becoming white
bats; Miss Payne (Eagland). grey
costume relieved with deep rellow,
small blacrk bhat; Miss Pearve, smart
grey musline hat en suite; Miss Eoch-
fort. light muslin. ssilor hat; Mrs
Robertson, black: Mra Boberis, black
costume, larme bhat en  suite: Mrs
Jrephvas (Port). smart grey costume,
chic har; Miss Stevens, white embroid-
ered muslin over green, white has with
green bows: Miss Smith (Wellington).
white; Miss Sealvy. light muslin. Jarge
black hai: Miss F. Sealy. pink mualin,
chiffos hat 10 match: Miss Tendall,
black. cream lace fichu. hat em suite;
Aliss Tamlinson, pretty flowered mus-
lin. white hat with pink flowers; Mrs
Yining, black and white costome: Mre
Warts., biack silk, boppet em saiter
Mrs Charles Watix, hblack relieved

with white, togue w0 match: *Mre
Wrotl, smarn grey coutunw, chie hat
to wmatch; Mim Webb-Huwen, £Tren
munlin, bat trimmed with pink; Mim
Wankise, white mustia ln‘! htc llrgt
Ideek hut,

" The same eveming Mrs Eh‘dﬂl
gare a small but rojoyable |

© LAY HOME . !

at her charming residence, ‘whea music
atd dapcing were Lthe chief amuse-
menta, and & Yery merry evening was
spenf. Mra Kingdon ware a handsome
and becoming gowm of black satin
with transparent sleeres; Misa Turner
(Wanganui), ber guest, loaked well in
blue matin. Othera preaent were Mr
and Mrs Adams, Dv. and Mrs Boberta,
Mivmes Harris (2), Rlackatt, Jones,
Webb-Bowen (2}, Smith, Tomlineon,
Heaps, Trolove, Sealy, My and Mra
Booth, Me=srsx Tomlineon (2). L.
Levien, A. Adamr, Rlackett, Otdham,
Muir, Eadel), and others. .

That grand oratorie . .. ¢ ,L.
."THE MESSIAR™ o

was performed by the Harmonic So-
ciely in 3t. John's Wesleyan Church
on Thursday eveni The large
buikding was well filled in every part,
and the beantiful music was listened
to with great enjoyment.  The effect-
ive orgam passages were well played
by Miss Nina Moore, and helped con-
siderablly in the successtnl rendering
of the work. Herr Lemmmer, the con-
ductor, is to be congratulated on the
geberal  improvement of the charus
singing, which was quite a {eatore of
the performance. The soloists were

Nr Johan Roee, of Blenbheim, tenor; -

Ar A C. Magionity, bass; Mize Kath-
leen Fell, goprano; and Miss Clarice
Hunt, alte. AN were in good voice and
sang well, especially Miss Hunt, wivee
beautiful voice seems especially syited
to oratorio music.

PHYLLIS.

: BLENHEIM.
Dear Bee, . December 14
For the second tismme smee Judee Ed-
wards ax taken his cirenit, he was
presented with a pair of white gloves,
to fenote the absence of crime from,

the valemder. Tt s & strange suctom, -

and ene wenders what ildﬂ-evith

Sheas smblewmd. -

Before the dispersal of the -pupih
atiending the High School for the

mas Tacatiom, there was & et -

ing of the reilatives and fricnds of the
pupils, several members of the Hourd

of Goternors, as well aa the Mayar,-

Mr. MeArtney, who presided in the abe
stnce of Mr. A P, Beymour, and Dr.

luben, Lo witness the distribution of

prizea. A special prize was given by
Mrs. Innea for the best cake, which
was won by K. Backhurst, the priss
for scones being wom by a boy named
Litchfield. Mrs. Rogers acted as
judge of cakes and sconen.

A prize is esch year offered !urlh.:

best essay. wTitien by a Boroogh
aschool child, on  t1he “Agricoltural
Show,” and this Year the first was
awarded to Miss E. Hilliard, the seo
oad to C. White, Inspeetor Smith act~

ing as judge. . aae - AR

On Wednesday evening » ll'r-ge Bom=

ber of friends met i Wesley Hall, to -
weleome My, and Mrs J. (.‘rump, whao -

hare come from their missionary Iz~
boours im New Britmin, %o spend &
vear's furlough in New Zesland.  The
hail was decorated with fowers and
folinge, and draped with flags. Im
& large momnogram of flewers, placed
at the head of the hall the initixls of
the guests of the evening were inter-
twined, and the pretry, quaint native
names of fheir three chiidren were
placed at intervals on the walla,. The

Ees. Mr. Erall was chairmnan.  Mr. A,

3. Litchficld wrote regretting hic inp-

bility to be present, owing 1o illness,
but expresiing his sympaihy with the

feeling whick prompted this eridence .

of good feeling towards Mr. and Mra.
Crump. A handsome illuminated

address of welcome was pree
sented by Mr. B H. Peuney,
to Mr. Cramp, who thanked

him Uriefly, bnt promised on some -

future oecasion to gire a description

of fhe manners and c¢ostoms of the

people among whom he had been
working. During the evening songs
were sung
J. Litchfield, the Misses Curnow and
Paine, and Messrs. Birch and FPaine.
Betfore dispersing 3 bountifnl repast
was partaken of. the viands being ar-
ranged on the tables in & most tempt~
ing manner, FRID.

" Paris
€xmbmon 1900
British  Awards.

The ONLY
Grand

solely for

Toilet
So0ap

o m

The nghest Award for T01let Soap 3
at the Paris’ Exhibition, in 1889, was
a Gold Medal, and. ‘the “only one
awarded so/ely for Toﬂet Soap was

Aga.lh at i:he Igoo Exhlbltion fat Paﬁs,.
The Highest Award obtainable for anything
‘is the GRAND+PRIX, and that also"
has been awarded to. Messrs. Pears

and is the only one allotted in Great
‘Britain for Toilet S_Qap

b}'l.[rs.‘l‘ Darvies, Mrs. A. &
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Owaint Chrisimas Cuatems.

P emg— - % C

WIDE-SPREAD " SUPERSTITION —
ABOUT ANIMALS,

ODbD WA\B OP CELFEBRATING THA
OLIDAY.

Throughout the worid ﬂt.m h -

auperstition which gives to domwstio
snimals an Instinctive knowledga of,
amd reverence for, Christman,

Freooe titde lmssemorial uawenied
sagacity haa beem auribuled to the
cock ab that season. Ia tha ruvel dis-
fricta of Epgland, if a cock should
erow during the atillneas of a Decem-~
ber might one wmight hear s possant
wy, “Ho is scaring away the owil -
spirits from the Christwas holy day.”

Becs in ssutherm countriea are be-
lieved to ming in bonour of Christ's
coming. HReverenew for the manger
is shown by the cattle, which kneel on
Christmas Eve, while sheep In pastoral
regions, accordivg to the lhtphu-dd'
tales, march in procession to com-
memorate the visit of the ange] to the
shepherds, -

Howizom says that on obe moon-
ligh+ Christmas Eve. it Upper Canada,
he saw an Indian creeping with care
through the woods. “What are you do-
ing?" said Howison, “We watch to see
deer kneel Christinas night all deer
kneel and Jook up to Great Spirit,”
was the hrave's reply. -

WHEN BOREES SPE.-\.K.

Horses and catile In the German
Alpa are believed to posacss the gift of
speech upon Christmnas Eve, but ta
play eweadropper upon thera meann
death before ithe New Year. Aecord-
ing w an Alpine legend s deubting
servant omce hid in his master’s Joft
upon & Christmian Eve to prove to his
neighbours that they were fools to be-
lieve such timsh, U'pon the stroke of
torelve he heard a farm borse say, “Wae
shall have hard work to do this day
woek.” “Yen,” yeplied his mate, “the
farmer's servant ja heavy and the way
to the churchyard ia lomg and gteep™

Upon Yeﬂ l‘ml Ihy the wrvaut -u
burded.

’
meulhb--t.puuhen"

before Christmas for & public pagrant.
At supnset, young and old, forming im
procession, march 10 the homes of
local digmitarica and serenade them.
In return for this bonour they expuct
moury. Then follows a masquernde,
im which the men imitaie cown, pige.
and goars. Upom the apprarnsce of
the srening star a supper is sgread. Tt
ia & sacred feast. The bleased wafer
in divided, and a small portion is givwn
1o each person present, beginning
with the patriarchas and ending with
the children. None dares refuse this
rite. At the conclusion of the asp-
per the nobl n of the ighb
hood invites hisv peasants to behold a
gigaatic tree, prepared In fheir bon-
our, and decked . with trivial gifta,
which at the end of the evening's
gaicties are distributed among thows
present,

CHRISTMAS IN PEIU M

Christmas ecelebrations n Peru pos-
sess peculiar features. Lima is the
centre of the merrymaking. Gala day
castumes are domned, and during the
day before Christmnas the streets pre-
sent the appearunce of one gigantio
fair. Donkeys laden with fruits, ever-
ETeen boughe and liguors swarm the
streets. Ice wmialls are prepaned, whera
the perspiring merrymakers wit, after
too lirely exervisca, for it is eften
warm in Pern on December 25.
and practical jokes reign sapreme,
Manked parties, with guohars and
mandoline, parade the atreets. For the

Jewmra

time being all restrwint and order are -

thrown aside.

Tha scene at midnight
Chimen from the Cathedral bell sume
mom all cititens to mass, Houses mre
deaerted, whils the churches are
crowded with kneeling 'Wo!?::iwﬂl
Priests and monks appear, a holy
mass is obwexved. A second mass fs
celebrated at nine e'clock on Christ-
mas morning. This over, feasts and
sport become the order of the day.
Bui] fighting holds & prominent place

ia thin part of the day's eateriain-
ment, Xight shoecnep & faniasrte pro-
cosiion, bended by the clergy. Boldiers
and citizrws maiked and gay iy dressed
foHow. Midway im 1he ilioe is borne
alait _1he image of 1he Madonna,
earrying Im Ger arms the infant Chriar,

In Norway and Bwedes every mem-
be¢ of & bousehsid must bathe on the

day before Christnas. 1'poa the eve

the Bibke I8 yend m every Christan
home and prayers are sabl. There b
little public celebrution. 'n many vil-
lapges a candie is placed in the window
of each house to gunide Kristine, the
Northern %anis Claus, upon his way,
A pan of meal and & shesl of wheat
apon & poir are placed before each
door as offerings to the birda

- There are pgamed and dances ta
many of the Scandinavian homesteads
apon Christmas night. Theae parties
are oftén interrupted By masgnerad-
ers, who sing or art & pantomime.
They wre generally rewarded, with
food or money. Small bova e¢lad in

white pass from bouse o honse, one -

of them earrying & atar shaped lam-
tern representing the Star of Bethle-
hem, and another & box containing
two imagen to represent the \'irg-in
and the Child.

LOOKIXG TNT(Q THE FUTURE.

In Soabia & maiden who wirbes to
kmow the appearance of her prospecs
tive hosband draws & stick at hap-

YEPY  harard from a heap of wood on Christ-

mas Eve. As the efick proves to be
long or short, straight or erooked, so
shalt the husbhand be. Bis occupation
can be foretold by dropping hot lead
into cold water, As the lead Forms an
imaginary plane, or Taet. or pair of
scissors, 80 shall the husband be & car-
penter, & cobbler or a tailor.

In Pfullingen brides are foretold
npon Christmas Eve by placiog a
blindfolded gander within a eircle.
The girl towand whow the gander first
runs is destined to be the first to wed.

Countrymen in Poland assert thal
upom Christmas night the heavens
open and the acewe of Jarcb's ladder
is re-enacted. To the sainis alove,

Bowever, in it visible,
< la gurris snd pare of Northerm
Germany twd 1t prepered with great.
ext’ delicwry on Christmat Fve and
placed upon tables, fu order that the
Virgin Mary and the Ange! im Ppamsing
during the might may not be eotm pel
led to fast. A light 1s placed in & wine
dow in order that the Christ Child, In
traversing the strewts, may wot fall.
Austrisn peasanta also think that”
wicked men, transformed toto wolbr
are permitted to prowi the sireets A::
commit depredatioms om Christmas
night withoot molestation.

b— o ‘

A jolly Xmas.

Dacntate the home

With mistetor and hely,
Banta Ulmus will come

It ev'ry thing Ywka Jolr.
But if all s dall and drear,
Banta Clays will moi Rppedr,

She 1s My Love.

(!n the mrasurs of 1he original Irish
Gaeille love song.)

She in thy Jove bevond all thuought,
Though ahe halbh wrought my deepesd

doles
Yet deuter for the erucl pal
Yhan ooe whe falu -ould Inahe [ ]
whoke.

Bhe ia my glitieving goam of geine
Whe yet condemus my fortune brighi:
Whose cheek bur glows with
mcorn

Bince mbre has worn & strick:n -'Mt-.

She 's my wun and moo>n and star,
Whe yet so far and cwld doth ktep.

Ehe woukl Dot ¢ven o'er my bler
One tender tear of pity weep,

Tute my heart unsought she came.
A wasting flame. a hauntlpg care]
Inte my heart ot bhearts, ah. why?
And left a sigh forever there.
AMred Ferocval Graves,

In “The Speciator.™

SMI

Dresses
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' Fa.ncjr Goods
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Linen
Furniture
Bedding
Carpets
Linoleum
Hats ...
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AS SEEN THROUGH. WOMANS EYES.
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cﬁildnn Honeur the
Holy Babe.

One nt the most delightful fewtivais

1n feast-loving Home is celebraled st

Clvrist man in honour of “Le Bastissime
ino de irm-Coell,--that is to
say, the Holy Babe of the Heavenly
Fiekd, o ‘

Now, the Heavenly Field has been
famone gver Wince the time of! Aug-
ustus as 1bhe Arn-Coeli, and long be-
fore hin thme 1t was noted ns the site
o? the temple 1o Jupiter Capitolin,
which duminated almost the entire
eity, 2 L e

in Oetoher of the Afty-sixth year of
his reign Augnstne made an effort to
cunsult the goids as to hls specessor.
Muunting the steps of thé temple, step
by stup, nnd boking upwards, he call-
el ol the pols, waiting for a reply,

“sudidenly there appeared.''s vener-
able lady with a gracious child in e
wrrs,” as 1l ol story hae it, and sha
salds

Sllespert this place, for soon my sOR,

the King of Henven, shall rule herv.”
Then Augustus guestioned hix goda
and the apivit declared that a child of
JTnden, thencended from heuven and ean-
eeived withwut hlemish, should soon
retgan In the tenple on the hill. The
emperor, in honour of the prodigious
event. hud » magnificent nltar erected,

Trenring the words  “Haee  est
arn R IH i, and placed
it on the epot  where the

npparition nppeared. Then the pagan
irlols fell, a grand basilica was built in
this pluer, and it still bears the nama

of the Arn-Coeli, and there h:nl_y 1o |
duy veigns the Snnto Bambino, the -

gaictuary of the Infant Jesus, beside
the altar consecrated by Angustus.
FOUNDED RY A FRANCISCAN,
Then the story takes us to Jerusa-
lem, where dwelt a pious monk of the
order of the gentle St. Franeis of
Assial, Al the Franciscans are de-
voted to the infancy of our Lord, and
this gentle mionk, whose name is for
gotten, loved -Iim _ especially. - One
night, while he prayed, he saw & vision
on Maonnt Glivet, and heard a.voice

T ests of peacé and goor wills

¥

waying, “UGo-dig there, and you will.

find u picce of olive wood which has
rereived some of the blood of our
Lol e did so, and finding the
olive wood fook it to his room and can-
sidered what to do with it
Tiame to see a superior of his order,
he thought e wonld like to corve 0
fitting image on his precious relic and
offer it to hig superior, . Once in leme
fie told his superior of his possession,
offering it to him and msking wlhat he
woulld prefer for him to
make af it His own re-
ference wias an image of our dying
Tord, us Le Lad found it on Mount
Olivet, bt his superior inclined to the
infant, and s0 it was determined it
should_ e, i the way home he was

Called to

“ el in your gifts to servants.

shipwreeked snd cuat upon the coast

of Lgvpt, and though his life was
spured be was blind,
MIRACULOUS CARVING.
Finally Lis peached Jerusatem, and
liis first thonght was his precious olive
wood. He relused aid to reech his

cell. und when he arrived he hastened = €
moke to his daughter—and 1.mweke *' ol year out and the New Year in in

to wscertain if his rvelic was safe, and

> to Dress Well on £1 a Year” for yoir ¢ :Year's Eve going from housé to house

the moment he touched he saw, and -

—inh, mirncle!—the wood was carve
ol in.un image of the Divine Infant,

Thers are many stories of this marvel

1onk tnage before it reached is finad
resting plare in the Church of Ars

A'neli, where it in to this day an bb.”
" jeet of devotion and the centre of the
Phurming fdstival ot the-children’ of -
Tlhowsandd of children gather -

tnme.
rvery yvear to honour Sontiesitmd Bam-
Biro. “and are informed this ‘prefty
image is the Bumbioo who brings
tbein Chrisimae toys and joys, for
whom they lock as our American Iitile
folks look for Santa Clawe or St
Nichulas, A staud is built especially
for a child to preach, aprd the bLest
little Loy or the best little girl of the
wehool or parish ia selected to tell the
history. chikl fashion, to the
children assembled of {he Christ Child
—the true Sanptissimo Hamblne—that
came to & stable in Bethlehem ond lay
In a ghecp irough & Lless that
others might speak for Him and leara
of Him who was meek and lowly of
Beart. How tenderly the lithle child
preacher tells the wtory mnny waslior
to Rome caa testify, for the children

other "

‘n rallrodd &

)

are Inatructed and conched und nnnt;‘,
saxlousiy watched over by their teach-
ers, who hover near them. S e T

The - liltle Nawbimo has © p.iS&:‘-[
tated, aud there lu » stury of how 14 «
wus stolps and w substitute sent in {ta g
place, and ne miracles king place -
& tridieusn was begun wi k
gricl and prayer, when the tEiEamic-
neulenn image came of | lthelf - and
kpocked nt the window and Tosk its
place on the altar, to the joy ot the
faithful and the nalusion ‘gi ﬁlc wick-

“ed-woman who had _tried to practisq @ Year qvlebrated ‘that these days weie ° rank to * : & -
"?, 5"‘.‘“‘?”0“" . e 1’ l" . :‘ claled "’l‘hu__D:_dt ]')ﬂ}'xg&"-_‘ o "'_*"- AT each 'ot;e;}un:e‘:,ll’i:‘:ewﬂie:rno‘:“ r: D
‘e . & © o . . % Thelmtday ot the oid yeir ln Scot. Scotland it i the custow to earry in

. . 4_{ land i ealled Hogreanuy, on the deri- . one's pocket a bLottle of whisky (the

Humourous Yuletide Gifta.

A nice present for & pmnll -]
purchuse for his ” grandfather ‘.lg :
bicyele saftuble -in"size’ for-ihe Tmaff
boy himself, ‘The thoight &R pleand
the ‘grandtathor, and-the hof. wilk -
probably-get the wheel, a0 PRut twa
birds will be tickled by one feather.

* Childreis with small feet will do well
on Chrigtmas eve to borrow their big -
brother's caddy-bag and hang this up
over the chiuwey place instead of
their- own small stockings, says &
writer in “lHarper's Bazar." A caddy-
bag of ordinary size recently teated.
wus found.to huve a cappeity of thirs
ty pounds of wweets, two  doze
oranges, and toys enough to set up &
small shop. P U

Wives whose husbands emoke are ”
again reminded, in view of
proach of Christmas, that the man
who smoles intelligent |y weailkb-rather,
receive one vigar costing 1/ than &
hundred costing 2/ We sonnd this
note of warning merely in.the ipter-

PN

o

=

‘Glass eyés on worstéd slippers:for -
your pastor are no longer codsidered !
good fofm. - Jt-often  happets thpt !
thewe arve pluced over the most sensi
tive of.the clerival toes, and lead the
wearer of the slippers into the use of
strong language if by some inadvert-
ence they are stepped on by an outs
gide party. | = s

DY .
Persons of maoderate ;Ineans wWho

-wivh to [ present their wives with
“ropes of pearls 0¥ dintmond necklaces
or gokl chatelsines are referred t
that charming little yolume, “Fift,
Woys of Cracking Bufes; or, Burglury .
Made Bary,” hy Red Mikeé, the chami’
pion jewelditter of the 4
so0n toile publishel By the Sing Sing
Tract Society, " [ <y 0 &L
Alwayw” avdid *anything '’ bordering,-’
upon sareasm in the yelection of your
gifts. Don't send u chafing dish, with -
full instruciions as to how mush-~

rooms - and Welsh rarebits  may .bek._.,._‘ The eustom of young

cooked upon'it, io o dyspeptic friend;*

du_not-semd gn opeta élunk 1o your — dinging before houses.tand, on admit-

cousin wiie. lives a1 her days in the
woolls;: and, above all, never be sativi-
A set;
of Durns for your cook, a work on
“Rewt" for your hired mnn, or "How

houseanaid would be in  execrable
taste. Itetter far stick to the time- .

bonoured gift of un orange and aun -

S h A 5
imitation emerald pin for tie woﬂn_}’ us:the property of Christmas, but it is

aud a plush polo eap for the whng

this suggestion in response to an Ep—
_peal dor jufortation--is a certifled
check for £200. To present her with
1 ght hivolve her in* %
_indebtedness ' that “she cémtd-
Il ety dnd which, to that ex-
‘ oulll later prove to be an éin-
barrassment. ¢ A certified check for*
£369; however, would uppenl to' the -
taste, of avy womug, I

Houg
not

- 0 ‘o & 0 ? -
New Year Customs in the
Old World. L

In England, Arscriva and, Gerwany,
where the Christmas feost is the #venT
of the season, the advent of the New:
Year ie nu occasion ol little moment.:
But in Scolland, Frauce, Yialy apd
other couniries where Christwas s of

* little acconnt New Year'a Day is the

vNew Year.

holiday of (e wyenr. Roth the New

Year and Christaas feusis are the sur- .
- vivals of tho old Leathen festival of

Yule. In spome countries it ia eele”
_Lirated on Nenember 245, and in others
& woek luter, at the beginning of the
In Beatland Clristmns wan «
cclebrated with all the old pomp and

wprofound -

{

b wrliten

- —le kill} Beastr - for sacrifice. to the
. pode om thet night, - With their. faces

1. day, nand in the dark closes the child-

" (timugh net by fosting, which would

nited Htates, .. SET@Tising no, ene ever
I doe

{ dbich they would bf offered a dram

%

o Fritain. . In Septiand the custom is’

A auituble gift for a millionaire {4

> u bowl of liqugr,

o Was +he spme ap the wagsail bowl, It
Tl was

“Oikectd oardamoms, cloves, nutmeg,

| bf3fme-doad augar, the yolks of twelre

E

' . M . L N T |
Jottity matid the Relformation, whei the
flever dcnwncistions of Juhn ' Khox
at sl¥ the u{emﬂniq’s and ritea
of 4he  Roman Church . efeciunlly
Byl the celebration of the “Papis- '
tical mad yuperstitious*" feash of Christ.
mas. Bwt bhe Beotch merely postpon-
ed their sinter ‘fertival for & week, °
and on the celebigtion 'of New, Yeay
concentrated ‘aNl their energies. New
Year's Eve and Pdy are the “gresi .
natinmal helidgyrs of Bcothad, sud so
riotouply was'ihe birth ef the New

. old and drank in the new year. As
the church clock tolled the death of.
the old year awud the birth of the mew
each member of . the party drank
“wood health, & huppr Kew Year gnod ¢
wany of them.™ to-the rest of the
company. The men than sallied forth, -
with & l.mtt.le‘ filled with wasuail, to
wish their oeighhqurs and triends the
same gentinent. - if they met other. :
partica on the way they stopped and

Y

votdon of:which wornd volumen might
Probably it is derived

ifrom: . the Beandinavian hogper-not,
- from the Norso cuztom of kiliing {(hog

moderu nulwtitute for the hotrspiced |
ale) on New Year™s eve, The streets |
of all Scotch townk gre crowiled, and |
2 the clocks chime 12 o’clock every-
s body exchanges wishew Tor prouperity”
th v and A dripk from their #aske From
, encesled with paper masks and wrap. ~ this old.custom there arose a snpers .
t ped 4n Iarge rheets . forming- a big -
pocket in front of their!little persons
., the chilklren a-begging . for their
_hogmeanay.
1ot a bouwse they aing one
yersed, ‘one of which runs:

person who let the New Year into a.:-
. house, There is and alwaye has béen |
. a strong prejudice against allowing-a™:
‘various WOoman or a light-hnired man to be !
.. .+ the “firat foot™ to enter a house in thel
Mew Year. If this happens bad hick
will pursue gll the membere of that
» hourehold during the year just begun,”
1 In consequence of this belief darks -
. tomplrxioned men  were aceustomed
L to make a husiness of ‘“‘firut-tooting™

o
Halting - betore the door

B S Sy Poem
\’Get up, .wood wife, and dinna aweir,.. . |
rAnd denl your bread to them Lhal's here,

For the' time will comé when you'll bs

- ead, c - " Do
And then. you'll want melther , mle mor
bread.

ELATIIE ARV CEIRNPUNS FUN 4

. They were thefl ‘prompily adimitted
40 the hoase #nd supplied with oai
YeakKe, cheese ang a dram.' Mr Bartie
. has pathetically tlescribed how Senti-
wental Towmmy and little Elspeth ol
eerved this, custom in their mother's
aqualid Lomdon lodgings, playing the death in the family during the year.
part of mymmers and visiting her for : It was also “forbiddea to take any
their hogmanay. ' ‘While waiting for « thing ouf of the bouse on New Year's
the right timc to act their little play - -Day.. “Take out, then teke in; ‘baud .
_Tommy lured hiy mether into telling . Inck will ‘begin; take in, then tuke
them “how they would be holding . out, good. luck comes about.,” e
: in Thrusns that night, how -
cartloads of kebbock cheeses had been - In the  Isle vt Man—probubly- the :
- rolling tnta. the town alt the livelong mmost superstition ridden part of the
kingdom—there gre many curious be---
. liefs as to New Year's Day. The last
“Might ~of the old yenr was calted
" Quaaltagh, and it wne the custom for
purtics of young ‘men to visit from -
house to house, and, singing a song,
wishing the inmates long life nod hap-, .
Ppi’ness, and plensy of potatoes. and
herringr, butter and cheese, that they
might sleep well during the year, and
* not be disturbed by even “the tooth of
.a flea” On finishing the song fhe
: . party was invited into the house, the
darkest merber being always the firat..:
to enter, and they were regaled with
good cheer. For a light-haired man
or any forasle ie enter a house .on
New Year's Day is dreaded by ndl, If,
such a catasirophe takes place on him, -
ot her will be cast the blameé for |
. every accident that befalls the home,
. during the year.’ Great care is token
to brush the carpet of a robrm from,;
the door to the hearth, and not from
tlhie hearth to the deor; this make:
all the difference between good and- "
bad luck, health and death, to the
famity during the year.. ©On New.
Year's eve it was also the custotn te”
rake the ashes of the fire over the
kitchen floor. The next merning 4he.
ashes were eagerly examined for the
trace of » footprint, If one was dis-"
l;mfered \1’iﬂlﬂtlle ﬁoesdpointins t(;) tha,
b it Py - JAoor it signified that death wonld der-
T erety boper 3t he Bried it b hin (LY 8T, off oz of the lousehold:
ipn. “The bowl-wag passed round from - " oio b, the vear: if thy feot, however,
guest to=muest] nH-drinking from it ypointed from the dopr-to the hearth,
‘in token of fhv:zoodwilrl and h'al"-Pines; * then ‘axl dddition would e made. to-
with ‘whicl the New Year opened, Ahe family hefore twelve mcuths had

Ppitality they received ocompensating. ..
them for their trouble. - Even nmow |

in the Xew Year, It was also believed
that to take a light ant of the houke
ou New Year's Day foretold a certuin

ren +were already gatheriog with
‘smeared faces and eccentrie dress to
v eally torthus _guisers at the elap of
jght, when theé ringing of a bell lets
hogmanay joose.. “Ipside the houses
men awd, women were pieparing

bawy becn. such a good way that it in
thought_of it)
n meriem of visits, at every one of

' mmd kebbovk and baifiock, and in the
i grandest hwuses ‘pridies,” which are a
S rubiime- kigd of pig.'f e -

euple_‘ﬁis-
rgnising themselves o Xow Year's Fve,

“tance being provided, with food and
drink, is common te-all parte of Great

still obeersed, and in Yorkshire bands
of - srvmmers may be met on New

and sipging for money and refresh.
anent.

The waesail bowl.has been regarded
remdly o Now Year customi.. It was the
. crmtam 'of our ancestors to drink the

hich came to be
enlled the ‘wasssil ‘bowl from the ex.

% ¥ o g o a0 4
From the wasil ow! onme the “lov.  FERTEE IO iemrn i ard g
.. ing oeap,” which =still figures at the it 3w ihu»‘ wenidur that the New

‘hungnats., of Lbmdon  gullds.. The
“gosaipe’ Bowl” which Shakapers men-
tionr Iu “Midsumme.r Night's Dream,”

Yeéur ‘should .be the, gecagion of | so-
many quaigt. cidtomy sad = aiperstiz,
ttous attempis to see what it had im
store,
.of xvarm ale, nutmeg, ' the bi 3 “year is an it
rigar.and roasted apples, It was nhﬁ: the wirth of the new T e,

a4 1oere pwetentious composition, A
{wocipe yof tia mevenieenth . century

.. . lnilestone passed in-its great jowrrey)
As Chorles Lamb said: - "No g‘;w‘av:r
regarded January ist with ifmdidfer-
ence. It is that from which all dese
their time and edunt upon what is
left. Tt is the natirity of our common
Adam." And a8 the clock tolla forth
lt)he' denhﬂr\l the old year ene eannot
ut aecretiy griete over itd depmrturs,
and as the Iﬁ?ﬂh of the rew year is
heralded the evenis,it haa in store for
oos and all cannot bubk awelon » focky
ing of expectation, mixed with awe. _

_voace, ginger, cinnanon, and eoriander
asrd to ba boiled in a cupful of water.
TRis was 4o be added to four bottler
ol port, sherry, or Madeirs, and with
it were to be mixed a pound and a halt

aud the widtes of six eggs. “The whola
wae S0 be boiled till frothiag, u dosen
= finm, sodl, voasted appies to be thrown
. fnand ke liquor served hotl -
With dcep deafts of the wassad

Bowl onr forefathers drank out the'

+ dark-haited men 'are in demand tg let, |

Far the -death of the old and__

stition an to the ‘np?e'aranee“ ot the 't,i

in the New Yenr, the presents and hos". 4

of universal interest; it is the births |
day of the world; . and marks anether . °

wsbe




Satorday, December 38, 1900.

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAFPHIC,

Blauses far Ever.

The mewest oorsages form faney
jackets, and many are made with bas-
ques so that they lock like coateea.
It will be long enough befors women
will wear these tightly-fitting bodicea
in the house, pa accustomed have they
become to the mora easy-going shirt.
But since it became rfashionabla ta
koap an outdoor dreas for the purpose
of walking, and mnever to wear it in
the house except for half an hour or
a0, blouses have become sc much a
delight that the fact of haring to
change her dress often doea not worry
the average woman.,

Ona pretty bodice seen the other
day was opesed down ibhe front to
-show & silk vest bepeath, and atraps
fasteped the fronts acroes, It was
overlaid with motifs of lace embroid-
ered in eoloured sillke, and the littla
basque was irregularty cut and edged
with lace. Stiffnesa of contour and
of design will not be tolerated now,
and therefore irregular trimmings
will have a further vogue and exer-
¢ise the ingenuity of the dressmakers
when tight bodices are called for.

e o o -4 o

Young Men of To-day. o

The young men. of to-day are too
finicky—too much given to seif-
analyeid, too pelf-pampering. = Thelr
shoeg and neckties cost more each year
than did the entire wardrobe of their
grandfathers, They feel a sense of
degradation in small beginnings and.
plodding, - and they wait for succesa
ready made to come to them. There
is not a young man in the cauntry whao
would imitate Ben Franklin and march
through the streets munching a loat
of bread while looking for employ-
ment. He dare not, indeed, because
society has beecome also finicky, and
he would be arrested as a tramwp. The
young man of to-day wants capital.
Trusts and combines and corporations
distress him. He cannot be president
of a bank or judge of a court the first
week he is from school, and he feels,
like the fnmous Eli Pussley, that he
has “oo  chance”—*Memphis Com-
mercial Appeal.”

mengers, sic. uu-rum-o-mmrm
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lCure Fits, notasscd

to test whether my
o ; or t.mvtt noll::hcure
e us’ nCe,
“‘25,., s il
send fora ttle of medi-
cine and tFnFlFE am quite
prepased to ablde by tl:e result.
A Valuable and Safe Remedy.
APEROVED BY THE PROFESSION.
H.5.ROOT, 28, Buzsitigh Gdes., LONDON.
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Some Useful Hints on
Jam Making.

The juu aeuson will son be upon us
aguln. lodeed with struwberrics 1t s
already herw,

Miss Mary Harrlaon, in her practicns
and useful "Modern Cookery,” g.ves
full directiona, which | eannot do bes-
ter than quote for the benefit of my
reuders. .

Frnit for preserving should be wound

and fresh; it should be gathered in
ilry weether, on the moerning of a
aunny day. but not so early that it has
the dew on it
live in citien, we must only see that
the fruit is fresh and sound when we
are buying i1, and we should make the
fruit into jam sa s0On as possible
afrer picking or buying,”

The best sugar is the cheapeat in the
encd, as it throws uwp lesa scum. It
must be broken small, not crushed, or
the syrup will not he elear. In mak-
ing jam, be careful to atir it all the
time, and to akim it carefully; il left
it muy burn. Stir alweys with a long
woolden spoon. Lo test it the jamn is
made, pout a little on a plate; i it
wets it ia done. Jam should not he
over-ccoked.

1t loo little sugar iz ueed, the jam ’

will not keep; if too much, it wil
cundy, -

It is impossible to lay down a rule
as to the exact length of time it takes
to cook the frait.

"It depends on the methods employed,
the kind of fruit, and whether it is
quickly or slowly boiled.

In the fellowing directions the time

mentioned is intended as a guide only.
as not only will the time vary accard-
ing as the preserve is slowly or quick-
1y boiled, but the same kinds of fruit
will be found to differ, some b.ing
wore watery than others, the more

Of course, for us who

watery the fruit the Jonger boillug it
will take,

Put the jam when cooked into pute
and cover it to exclude the air. This
way be done with the apecially pree
pured cosers, which are sold at s low
prive, or paper may be brushed over
with white of exgg and put on while
daup. Jwns must he kept in & eoul.
dry plsor. Damp will make them ger
mouldy wnd heat will make them for-
ment, Glas jurs ars the best; the
¢omdition of the jam ean more e.sily
be peen.

The method of jum-making pursuedl
by an experienced housekecper in aa
follows: - Allow three-quarters of &
pound of sugar to each pound of fruit;
to Atone fruits allow a pound of sugar.
Put the preserving-pan with the fru't
o the hot plate, but not directly ever
the tire. 8Hprinkle a little sugar ower
it, and as the fruit lweomes more
lignuid add the sugar., When the augar
hus ull dissolved put the pun over the
fire. and bring it to the boil. Let it
bail for twenty minutes, keeping
atirred and skimmed. T'ry a little on
# plate and Beg if it will set; if noth
cantinue 0 cook for & little while
longer.

Stir strawberries very carefully, so
as not to break the fruit more thun
van Le avoided. Tour the jam when
vonl enough into jars, and place a plece
of oileel paper over the jam. To ex-
clude’ the air cover the pots wilh
paper dipped in white of egyr aund
streteched over the top. I properly
raade jam will keep for three or four
years.

When stone fruit is used break the
stones, blanch the kernels, and add
them five minutes Dhefore the jam is
ready.

While on the su‘b_]ﬂt of jam, I marar
memtion vegetable marrow jam, mede
with pineapple; it is one of the m st
delicious preserves, and is certaicly
not expensive. .
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I'eel four or five large Darrows, re-
mwing the seeds completely, and eat
Lhe wwrrows into pivces abont twae
Envhes sguare, Put the vepetable Lo s
lnrge vurtheirwery pan with 1the pre-
werving mupmr, using shwut  three
yirrters of @ pound of Ssugar to »
pound of nwrrow. (‘ur two pine ap-
ples Into piecea & third of the size of
the pivces of marrow, and add them
together with the juive of the frulr to
the other [ngredients in the pan.
Cover lightly with & dran cloth snd
leave to wtand till the vext duy. The
pieces of marrow will by then have
shrunk to lf their original size and
they will be covered In their own juice,
Nuw, put the whole quantity in a pre-
Aerving-pun, and bail very slowly for
nenrly three hours reinaving the seum
wn it Tinew,  Four, when eool, into jara,
and finich off like any other jum.
Tioned pines ooy e subatituted for
frenh onew, wnd are alnost, but not
yuite, as good.

L- 3 -] -3 o <

chrlstmas Song.

No winier's hl!uhl our Chrlaltnus knows,

Nu bitter blasts nor Aparkling snows;

The old year wanes, the old year ;ue.
While halecyon hours

rift on enchanted pinlons Heet

L sunny gardens, where with sweet

And huunting perfume viulets greet
Lute summer's Howera,

Bearce dream we Christmus s now hers,
S0 blue December sklea ap
Bo green the beckoning tlaids, so clear
Rlee hlils remote.
The golden present thralls; o past
Nor morrow's dark shailows caal,
But on Time's dial, fiying fast,
Bright hours 'we note.

Ring out, glad Christmas bells. nor cease

From snows to palms by trople seas;

The tidings of goodwlll and peace
Exultunt scund.

Ring out, blest tale of love divine,

Where'er the Christmas wreatha of

. pine,
Or isiand tels or helly twine
The world around.

Q= Qs
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Under Royal P-tronaga

of youtl

OLD PECPLE LIKE IT

7w growth when that ls
MIDDLE-AGED

YOUNG LADIES l.mt rr
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Keeps Lhe halr
THEY ALL LIKE T,
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PEGPLE I.IKE {E IT,

|H becaums |t prevents ﬂlem from unln' bald, hseps dandrif wway. wnd
males the halr grow Lhick and siro

drows] Bbecause |t gives the halr & baautifal xlossy lustrs, cavares o
l” la Tara ot and snables them o dress it and Keep 4% I saiy nyle
ed.

| "beewass It keopu the hulr mnd pealp cool and oisas. atlas trritation. and
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RESEMBLES MOTHER'S

"BUILT UP ON NATURE'S PLAN.

ELLl N:s~

- FOOD

S MILK IN COMPOSITION AND
PROPERTIES, IT MAY BE GIVEN FROM BIRTH.
ta of the highest ‘value for the weak and sickly bnbe‘
M;nLvl;leEassfnf?h??tm;goandewg,gmu Adupted for use in all Climates.

T

- Bamples mud ¥ampblet may be oMlh:: 1 M’GDLLIN’ & CO.. Welliaglon.

POTTED MEATS

(Assorted kinds} in Tms about 2-0zs. & ¢ ozs.

Manufsaturers:

JOHN MOIR & SON, LIMITED,
g LONDON, ABERDEEN, & SEVILLE
Head Office—g & 10, Great Tower Street, London, E. C.
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Some Curious Engagement Rings.

iIn choosing engugrment rings for
their fluncews lovers at times discard
the couventional jewelled eirclet im
fuvour of the hizarre, fantastic aod
YD FrUFRLIe.

Not Jung since, nays Tit-Hits, out of
a purtion of & horeshoe that he had
fonnd & youny msn had & ring made,
which he gave to the Imdy of his
vhoice on the day of Their wtrothal.
The remsinder of the horueshoe wus
utilised in the manufacture of a
brooch and earringa

Another iron ring., which a short
while xinee was pecepted by a young
pirl ax & token of her lover's econ-
stancy, was & Bection cut from the
bharrel of m pistol, which many years
huck had played an unenviable part in
u family tragely.

The w»cion of & wealthy family,
whose fortunes owed their existence
ta extenzive tobaceo plantatinns, had
u rinyg matle out of the fragrant weed,
hardened by Bome process to the con-
sistency almost of metal, with which
to encircle the tinger of hix inamorata,
A single dinmond gmve relief to the
anulet’s sombre hue.

Opale, formerly considersd so ill-
omenasd, Are now not infrequently em-
ployved in the setting of engage-
ment rings. One gentleman, a native
of Manchekter, went, indeed. to an al-
most extreme length in his reproba-
tion of superstition, the ring which
he gave to the lady he has now mar-
riedl being a hoop of thirteen opals,
the former possesszor of each of which
had met with some serious misfor-
tune.

The engagement ring rhosen by &
well-known netress hull once decked
the finger of an Egyptian mummy.
Disdnining  the everyiday gewgaw
with its volgar glint of gems, she set
her fancy upon this strangely discol-
nured stone, which had nothing to re-
commend it but its unconventionality
and age.

A wealthy hachelor, whom we will
call Taylor, has lately componnded
his third threatened bresch of pro-
mine action by the payment of & sum
running well into four Agures. To
¢ach of the three ladies who have in
turn promined to be his wife this

sentleman bhas presented an engage-.

ment ring made of a peculiar glans, in
the nibylline character of which the
secentric giver piaces such faith that
ity fracture presages, in his  judg-
ment, some matrimonial disaster,

o (-] o o -]

Reclpes.

CAKER, BUNS, AND RISCUITS FOR
‘THE CHILDREN.

All utensils used in making pastry
of any deseription should be carefully
kept and appropriated to that purpose

“only.

The flour should be dried before the
fire previous to use. The butter
should be sweet and thoroughly wash-
ed in a elean cloth in cold water to re-
move salt, ete.

In making all cakes remember to
have the ingredients ready and proper-
Iy weighed out. The egga should be
well beaten and used at once. it
butter je used it should first be beaten
10 A cream.

The oven munst be properly
wqually beated.

SPONGE CAKES,

Break six eggs, pui the yolks into
one pan and the whites into another.
Heat up the yolks with six ounces of
best white sugar and a tablespoonful
of orange flower water.

Beut the whites well with a knite
until a snowy froth appears and add
them to the yolks gquickly. Then aift
in carefully five ounces of dry flour
and pour the mixture into well but-
tersd moulda and sift over them fine
castor sugar.

and

Gold Medal Jams,
" Beat all comers for Quality.
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Gold Medal Bi

BHURT CAKES (PLAIN).

Kub into ons pound of four fous
ounees of butter with the saume quans
tity of sugar, one egg. & teacupful ot
eream and a pinch of carraway
with epough milk and water 10 make
it into & paste, Holl it out thin and
¢ut into oval shapea. Hake w quaries
of an hour on tin sheets lighuy dusted
with four.

RICE CAKEN,

Mix t¢n ounces of ground rice, three
ounces of best Avur and eight o
pounded sugar; #ift all gradually inta
1our yolks and three whites of egge
well beaten. Add the grated rind o1
a lemon.

BEANISH CAKFR.

Tuke a pound of sugar, a pound of
flour, a pound of egys, leaving oud
one-third of the whitey; mix to-
gether, put into buttered moulds and
bake in a slow oven.

Turn out when baked carefully,

QUEEN CAKES.

Take a pound each of flour, sifted
sugar and fresh butter. \ash the
butter in rosewater. l'our the waten
from the buiter and squeeze dry in a
clean cioth, Vwork it, & smmH piece at
4 time, into half the Hour. beat well
six yolks and four whites of eggs.
Then work them in with the rest of
the flour amd the sugar, 1o which ada
three tablespoonfuls of orange flower
water, a little beaten mace, and one
pound of currants and raisins mixed,
‘Che latter muut be stoned aind chop~
ped smadil.  Botter the hoop, which
should be only half filled. Sift over
vrach cake some flne castor sugur. Seb
in a good oven. When cooked turn
out upon straw mattiog to cool,

A NICE ORDINARY CAKE.

Rub eight ounces of butter into two
ponnds of dry flour. Mix into & paste
with three tablespoonfuls of yeast and
a little water. Leave it to rize in a

£

JAMS &

warm pimce for an hour and & half,
Then mix jmto it the yolks snd the
whites of four eggs which bhava bhean
wparstely beaten, m pint of water, 'or
enough tll:‘-mn.ke it of & thick-
ness, & g of ginger wine, the gratad
rind of a kmon, and & mitapooaful of

ginger. Then add & pound of anl-
tanas, washed, ked and dried. Beat
the whole well together. Pot inta

¥reased moulds and bake in & wteady
oven, Turn out of the moukds to
cool.

CINNAMON BISCUITS.

Tuke half a pound of dry flonr, one
pound of crushed Jump sugar, one
pound of butter, two ounces of pow-
itered cinnamon.

Beat the butter and wugar to s
rream. Then stir in the cinnamon and
pour into the mixture one glam of
vrandy. Roll out very thin upon a
slab and cut into rounds with & cnt.
ter. Bake upon floured tins In a
(wick oven, i

CREAM WAFERS.

Put into a basin three tablespoon-
fuls of sugar, three of flour, and two
eggs, also a little orange Aower water
and a little grated lemon peel. Melt
two ounces of fresh butter in half a
pint of water and make the paste with
it. Knead the whole lightly, but well.
See that it is nat too thin or too stiff.
Heat the pan and butter it. Put in
a spoenful of the mixture and fry both
sides to«a fine gold eclour. Take it~
out and roll it upon a roll, and hold it
while it takes the form. Then fry
another and form in the same manner.
Set upon kitchen paper to drafn.
sereen lightly with eastor sugar.

SO0ONES,

Take two ounces of butter to nearly
a pound of flour. Mix with skimmed
milk until you have a nice smooth
dough. Knead lightly and form into
round cakes. Prick holes with a fork
and bake npon flovred tins in a good,
steady oven. -
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THE WORLD OF FASHION.

L o s aa s ol By MARCGURRITE

1 think almoat everyone econtrivea tical sugyeations built on many modes
soméhow or other to shake off the and models we have recently seen may
toils and cares of business or the bur- prove useful to our readers, discard-
den of housekeeping, and leaving home ing the extravagant elementa and
goed forth on pleasure bent to seek dealing with matter for moderate
during thisa most pleasant season of DI€ADE.
the year for that benefit to mind and 1t is likely enough that the smart-
body which, with bardly an exception, ¥t _travelling hat when people wing
ia sure to be derived from a change of their way upon their holilays will be
air and scene. Nowadays there are s ont¢ of Amazon-shape in rather
bundred and one ways in which the bright-coloured ian felt or straw,
desired benefit is attained, frow the®uch as was seen in the spring, A
continuous change and healthy exer-A drapery of taffetas is wound round
«ise of & cycling tour to the delicious the crown, and & millinery bird, out
i0leness of sunny days passed away in of politeness called & seagull, with
some shady rose-embowered garden,outspread winga, is placed at the side,
or by the “sad sen wavea.” $So.to re- but not precisely where the taffetas
turn te our starting point, everyone's &iged with the finest possible ailk
thoughts are turning longingly to- Iringe ie buckled with gun metal
wards & move for fresh surrounuings, In the newest tailor-made gowns
and change of acene and mociety, sea the newest trifle that but faintly sug-
breezes t0 PUt fresh nerve and tone gests masculinity is frowned upon.
into us, and pen=eful pastures new, No more does the stiff collar appear in
where we may for . space forget the company with the man-made ccstume,
lack of peace in the world arounnd. nor is the ahirt, with its well-starched
In apy departure of ihe kind, the front correct, though, by the way, 1
feminine mind becomes active as to may whisper that for aports such as
trocks and furbelows, and a few prac- lawn tennia and ercqnet the stiffened

Raaa s n s o)

shirt is in vogue in Purls, poasibly be-
ra:-e it is supposed 1o be truly Eng-
lish.

The next newest thing iv the shape
of string-coluured crepe or chiffou,
“drawn™ as to the crown, and the
hrim formed by a couple of pleats or
frills of the same, one about an inch
ahove the other. The trimming of
these smart models consists of &
scarf of white chiffon, or mousseline,
terminating in an immenwe bow at the

left side.
[ I I ]
THE HOLIDAY OUTFLT.

HINTS CONCERNING THE LATEST
NOVELTIES.

An enterprising dressmaker, secing
how smart, if somewhat execlusively
80, handkerchiel blouses have been
for some time past, has been doing a
good turn to her customers by giving
them handkerchief revers and cravats.

They are made of bandana, in the
various pretty colours now associated

Ll

with that onee  exclusively snuff
brown and green combination, hewmn-
wtitehed in some coscs, and in others
with drawa thread edges, Handaua
tewjues she has alwo constructed, to

. mateh the ties, of course. Many girls

wre aware of the bevoming qualitivs
ui & toque und tie that muteh by this
time, and huve disvoversd that they
draw attention to the pretty face that
Roea between them,

The newest sleeve in not a cool one.
I da not refer to the three-quarter
model at present. There is a stil} later
edition. The sleeve iz put in at the
armhole  with  groceful loosenrss,
wherein lurks many an element of
coolness, but from the evlbow to the
wrist it is as tight as tight can be,
and if you try to compress your wrints
in hot weather you will ind that the
whole of your anatomy will suffer in
conseyuence. Su tnke the Toose Upper
sleeve and the BRI sleeve under it, ar
cut off your sleeve at the elhow and
wear comfortably long gloves, should
you guffer from the heat.

At the seaside we have usually a

Bathing Suits.
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chunve of using parasols, but they
must not be the beruMed fimey ongs
of lant seusan. The new plain or
iuvtre wilk wunshailes which sre =0
benutifid when painted by band aee
the unes to choose.  The lines parasol
i% erriain to e ween wt the watering
placed, mid nut unly in it the bright
ted that we have known v seasons
gune by, 1hat will Le denirsble, Lut to
hevutnpany euch tollette with which
M iw dentiiied t plRy w part, sinnhaiden
are built of the muaterial of which
eaell I8 conpowed.

What with rifHes, exeensively pretty
Boleros, nnd the funciful sleeves now
worn, wny extra weap like o cope v »
total hpossibility, and, Indesd, s not
refjuired ut ull wt present.  Gloves
seell ta be  going the way of these
things, aud will depart with much ra-
pitlity it n eerrain under-sleeve, called
the witten, comen into fashion. We
have long known und loved it on our
evening frocks, und have leurnt to dis.
pwnse with our gloven for theatre en-
tertainments, and to rhow our best
tinger ringe instead of covering them.
T'he mitten wleeve is made of lace, and
el sbout the Xnuckles of the nands
in a long point or & bell-shaped #ffect.
It I« u portion of the sleeve that
should conmmand immediate atten-
tiot, enpsecially now that the weather
iv. hot,  The upper sleeve is either
slushed up or arranged with & cuft
just below the elbow, the lnce mitten
appenring beneath it.

Any amount of ingenuity can be ex-
pewled on the sleeves of to-day. Per-
haps to many girls the woft muslin
inner hikhop aleeve will appeal  elo-
quently, twice belted with ribbon vel-
vet, und finished with a eameo but-
1ou, or romething pretty nnd wrtistie
in steel, enamel or gold.

Iu elear contrast to the much-be-
ruffied throut is the one deprived of
any collar whatsoever. The newest
vents huve no neckband, but they ure
waorn iy often as not with a boa jus!
wllowed to fall over the shouldern, wo
thut the thront benenth the chin is
reft uneovered.

Crepe-dechine constitutes one of
the most ideal fabrics for the avelu-
tion of a summer hlouse. A daioty
samiple i here illustrared. earried ont
in lily-of-the-valley greem  stitched
with white, and showing & chemirette
of drawn net finishing in a broxd band
of the sume semi-transparent material
tied in u coguettish bow at the side.
These hows give such 8 finikh to one’s
appearance that it is impossible to ig-
uore their charms, "Phe most deligh:-
ful etfects are obtained for summer
.. gownp by tuckings of muslin or fine

.- beadings and ribbon threadings, while
applications of cloth flowers on lace
. or chiffon foundations &re not con-
sideved too outre for the taste of
Mudame La Mode. There Bre also
India muslin gowns of exquisite fine-
ness, intermingled with trimmings
And insgrtions of Maltese or Irish

lace, while nothing lovks so truly ele-
gant as FKFrench pigue of the finest
insertions

and softest texture. with

A moat serviceable costume will be
found in my illustration, made of that
mout uweful of materials, siriped Asn-
nel. In this lnstance the atrips is »
narrow pin  loe of bluck, & wide
sailor colimr of black satin bordered
with white lace grucing the bodice
and fAnlshing in & locsely knotted
oerise ailk tie, the mumie note of cal-
vur being repeated in the folded neck-
band. Almest wny bhat ecould be worn
with such a eowtume, but s capeline
of black accordion-pleated tmusiin or
& lairge white wtitchedl linen hat
would aceord beat. The peweut skirtm
still show ap ivereuse of fulneas at

the back, either arranged in box

A UBEFUL COSTUME.

pleats or drawings, though recently I
SAW A very smart white serge toilette
in which the skirt showed little or no
fulnaesa at the waist, but half-way
apread out in graduated foids till a
desired fulness was uttatved.

& ®

A charming frock is displayed in
the sketeh, the material employed be-
ing nsoft green cashmere with a front
of tucked white nilk finished at the
throat by a band of jewelled trim-
ming, while broad struppings of black
velvet finish the front. Reound the
wuist in loosely knottadl o saxl of
painted black <hitfon, bnt as this lat-
ter is A very perishanle itewm und zoon
lecomes limp, roft hlack chine silk
wprinkla] with little bunches of roses
and keaves in their natural colours
might be saubatituted. Cushmere is
rtill & much worn aud highly appre-
ciated fabric, and will remain in fav-
our all the season. It is s0 exceed-

A CHARMING FROCK.

A PRETTY BLOUSE. ingly mccommodating in the way o)
falliug into elegant folds, and while
of coaree ‘thresad berring-boning.
hope a1l reswsonably-minded wom
ure devollng B due mnd proper att
tion to their corsets, and if they t
ny pdvice they will welect thas
Bge sllken batiste, striped or was
or adornsd with florsl embroide
'

21
& roward gar-

taxhion dema_g=~ that our gowns be -

- 1y « and tuckings ne-

<, -rable increase in
B o - ved, a skirt

T " gy

- ]
Baturday, Decembar 9, 1900,

’
A very amart costime will

depleted here, the nea' Jitele :;:o:::
Ing & aquare collsr coverd with Clun
luve. A novelty will be Cimuryed in lh:
way the side darts mre leit aen to
pive & glinipse of the hlouse beneatn,
tiny utitched wtrapplugs deearsted
with fancy buttons keeping the eoat
In ita place. There is nothing very re-
tharkable about the akirt exeept the
excellence of fit. as ploatad or elabor-
ately Tucked cloth ukicts do oot prove
& wouree of comfort 4o their owner
when holiduy-making, With this ROWR
any sort of blouss or hut oould he
worn, from & straw sailor hat and cot-

-\ SMART COSTUMER

ton shirt to the elaborate specimen of
tine spotted muslin lace and silk, of
which & glimpse can be obtained in
the illustration. It is eccompanied by
o fashionable Leghorn hat, the brim
Lonnd with black velvet, and a large
knot of blue chiffon arrauged in
front. while the high crown has trails
of variegated ivy embracing it. With
# kinatt tailor-made costume such as
this, and an old one as a stand-by,
mneh  is accomplished towards the
foundation of &’ properly stocked
wnrdrole, ax the skirt eun be worn
witheut the cont, smart blouses heing
substituted. .

[RET

4

HOP-TRIMMED HAT,
’
This hat ia of string eoloursd drawn

ehiffon  trimmed with hops.| This
particular hat is suitable for the pro-
menade, and, tesiden being very Mght '
in weight, is shady, and the ¢fect of
the dark string-colour and white is
mont effestive mnd smart. Another
hat just shown us - was iouch the
same shape, but in - Toscan straw,

'which is also wonderfully light, and

trimmed with a folded band of emer-
eld green velvet, and huge- posy of
the bops aud lewves- —— =

ROWLAND'S -
MACASSAR 0IL

FOR THE HAIR.
Preserves, Beautifies, Nour
Ishea and Restores It more effect-
ually than anything elss; pre-
vents grey halir and scurf. For
Ladles and Children It Is the
best preparation ; aisoIn a Gold-
on Golour for falr or grey halr,

ROWLAND'S
ODONTO

FOR THE TEETH.
Whitens and Presarves them,
prevents decay, sweetans the
breath. Aak for Rowland's ar
ticles, of Hatton Garden, London.
Bold by Chamists ‘and stgre{ .

RABITED
FOR THE
SKELT
. .SER
WAVEHS. oo

-

™~
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CHILDREN'S PAGE.

T

! New Year to
all ~ Graphic”
. Cousins.

Dear Cousins.—This is a  holiday

number, and I am giving you such a

lot of pictures and Xmas stories that

I have decided to keep my letters over
till next week. 1 have a whole heap

of them and do not Jike only to print’

one or two, and yet if I put all of
thed in I should not have room for
some of these pretty pictures, I hope
you will N understand how it is, and

nat be disappointed at not seeing your -
lettera. Cousin’ Winnie, Cousin Roie,

?

HOW WOULD YOU L1KE TO BE THERE?

.

Counin Gertrude, Cousin Ethel Adu.
and Couain Irene munet especially be
asked for pardon us their letters ar-
rived early. Comsin Winnie sent me
n lovely doll and sersp book. Cousin
Fthel Ada a scrap book, and Cousin
Roie & box of {fancy Santa Claus stock-
ings full of lolies The tree will be
over before you ece this,-and I do
hope some of you will be there.—
Cousin Kate. ~ o ’

A CONSIDERATE CAT.

' Xo, thank youn, there’s nothing the
matter. Hut I don’t want my eyes to
get tired, o T keep one tied up all the
time. . It's nokind to keep them both
hurd at work all day, don't youm
think 27> - . .

=~This is & real old fashioned Christmsae in England. 1 think we in New

Zealand bave the beat of it, don't you?

THE VERY LABT N.Z CONTINGENT.

“And I'm going to carry home all our medels and money.”

“ Hard Lines.”

“1t really is preposterous,”
In anguish squeaked the 8late,
*'To write upon my open face

That three and three makes eight.”

It isn't me,” the Pencil cried
{Its grammar was not strong},
“The flugers make me write it down
Although [ know it's wrong.”

"0Oh, fiddlestick,” the Slate replied,
1t% anger rising still,

4

Lppears to m
';.nl])g ¥'d better no
¥e_ang mor

4

Kchoched home. ;

. - 2
*De '°3"h\~‘~'5iﬁ-DAY-BEFORE THE HOLIDAYS.

“Th u free country, surely you
Can exerrize your will”

‘The Pencil could not answer that,
S0 changed the theme in haste.
“Don’t speak so loud,” it sharply eaid,

*1t’s not at all good taste,”

“Ion't serateh 8o then,” the Slate re-
plied;
The Pencil said no more,
But ¢almly wrote another fib,
Viz. six from six leaves four.

—E. M. W, in December Little Folks."

ETRN b

"You are very lazy and very stupid little gevse. You
r n{i‘t year oryou will never pass when the " uds.
~ 3 +

B

A\
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pirted here, the neg
" nquur_!- cull_n.—
However Did Santa Claus Guess? '\{:-m:}.:.hf. Little Willle Found Santa

- Claus.

Little Willis, five yeara old, remem-
bered what hia two aisters had told
him when they astarted down town.
They were golng to see Banta Claus,
they said, and if Willie would be a
good boy they would see to it that
his stocking would be fllled wiih lota
of nice toya and sweetmeats.

pounies Hoated befors Wille's gaze, as
he pat, with his nose dented aguinst
the window pane, and wondered how
old Santa Claus could drive over trees
and housetopse with his reindeer and
his eleigh loaded with toya,

Bomehow, lika most boys of the
present generation. Willie had just a
little doubt of the existence ot the
. white bearded old fellow who *“aliden

5 I " o,

Our Twins Mollie and Bobby were singing away on 'Xmas Eve, and Billy ﬁ‘}“:“jel;‘h’wh“;"’;‘:ﬁ{:ﬂ h:‘f_d Sod::ll::;
was riding an old fencing post by way of a horee, . “Oh,™ said the twing, he anpizd Helen and gMu-bel eomiﬂg
“if wa only had a trumpet and some proper songa.” R up the street, each carrying a lot of
) bundles, an idea suddenly struck him,
Quietly he slipped down from the win-
dow ladge, and, unnoticed by any one,
wade hiz way to the girls’ room and
crawled far under the bed.

Helen and Mabel entered the house
tired out from thelr Christmaa shop-
ping, and, glad to escape Willie's
prying eyes, they quickly earried their
numerous purchases to their room
and deposited them on the bhed,

“0Oh, I'm o glad we got in here be-
fore that little rascal discovered us,'
said Mahel.

“Yes, indeed,” Helen responded.
“He knowas too much for one of his
age, and he'd be bound to find out
just what's in thHese packages, angd
that would spoil everything.” -

“Well, we've fooled the dear little
tyrant this time,” said Mabel, *“I sup-
pose mamma saw us coming,” she
added, “and very considerately trund-

: : led him off to the nursery.” :

“¥es,” shouted Billy, “and if I onlyjust had a resl horge, just wounldn't I Never a sound from under the bed.
show you how a fellow should ride.” : Then the two girls commenced to
sort{ out and mark each present for
whom it was intended. Time and
again Willie's curiosity nearly got the
better of him, as his sisters unwrap-
ped dollies, pianos, kitchens, books,
and other pretty thiogs and placed
.them along the foor,- reqparking,
*Thia is for Bob,” and "“This Is for
Maitie,” and 8o .on, . but with
the patience of an old cam-
paigner the . ‘sly youngster
bided his time, Only by a very
strong effort did he control his pa-
tience, however, when Helen placed a
huge box on the floor, saying, “And
thig is for Willie. Won't he be de-
lighted with that?”

“I can pee hig eyes falrly dancing
with joy now,” anewered Mabel.

Thiz task compileted, the two girls
gathered up the paper and twine and
went down stairs to tell mamma of
their day's work. . -

This was Willie’s chance, and with
feelings of mixed wopder and aston-
fshment he crawled from his hiding
place. He did not care for the other
. toys stratched along the floor. He

Apd on Christmas morning sure enough RBilly found & wmost lovely horge wanted. to see what was In the box
and a hat Lord Roberts might have envied. “My goodness,” he s=aid, ““did v;;hlch Helen tleaidt watis f(u;i htim. 'B;t

" . . the cover was fastemned, and, try as he

you ever sea such & horse?” would, it would not budge. His eyes
were fairly bulgiog out with rage at

this defeat and his chubby cheeks

were erimson from his exertions. On

the front of the box Willie saw a lot

of letters, but he could not read them,

X and was about to give up in despalr

- © when his busy brain agnin came to
. the rescue. Willie thought of  his

. slate and pencil which he was just

A learning to use, and quietly he tip-
: 1oed to where he had left them. Then
returming to ‘the treasure room once

wore, the little fellow threw himaelf,

slate and pencil on the floor before

the box which was to be his. Slowly

but carefutly the wee schemer copied

letter for letter the reading on the

box label, and, picking np his slate,

BETY.
1¥lnner had been announced and the
maid waa hunting for her charge, 80,
after being washed up, Willle stepped
tnto the dining room, still eclinging
to his slate. The family were all
seated at the table and Master Wil-
e A linm. marched u(:verl' :‘o _It':s }r:wtl’lmn.
" n . PRI . . Then, shovin, e alate into her lap,
No! no!" shrieked the twins with delight, 'Du.._ .r!n-' g "'-f *elp un be maked, poigting at his work, “Mam

with our rancert, our trumpet, and songs are snn:plf“' W, ma, what does that say?
‘An then they all three said: “But however In thv‘j i ,“;; Claua Wondering whera he could have
T ‘}1 seen the words, the mother aunsawered

L M
gurna? - .. I . ) ) !
7 I .

f . A '

Visions of soldier men and jumpiog

made his way hurriedly to the nur-

proudly, “Why, that says Locomotive
and cars.’"™

A lock of dismay overspread the
faces of Helen and Mabel and turned
to amazement when Willle blurted
out, “That's what Banta Claus in go-
ing to give me for Christmas™

0Of course everybody wanted +to
know how ha found It out, and
where he copied tha words from, but
Willle, having outwitted his siaters
and satisfied his belie! oconcerning
Mr Banta Claos, was obdurate, and
refused to explain untll ha was pro-
mised numerous other presents, be-
wides the loccmotive.
- Willie's papa now thinks of training
him for the detective force.

Christmas in Germany.

I am mot quite sure which sountry
is the children's paradise. When I am
reading about the Feast of Dolla for
the girls. and the Feast of Flagn for
the boyr, I feel inclined to say that
Japan must be that happy place; but
when I read about the Christmas fes-
tivities in Germany I ¢ome to the com-
elusion that the children are mors
studied there than anywhere elsa. By
the end of November the shops ars
erowded with - pretty thingw, the
atreeta are almost blocked -with
booths, and every square, mtrect-cor-
ner, end market-place is covered with

foreats of Christimas treee of Parldog-g o~

gizes, from six inchea to twelve fest,

I auppose yon want lo know why
they have such a number of different
sizes. Let me tell you. FEvery fami'y
in Germany has its Christmag tree, It
may be only & few inches hizh and
bear but a few sweets and fags on fts
tiny brunches; but however poor the
home may, be, there is a tree.

German trees are fizted on a thiek
board or block of wood weighted with
lead. This board is decorated to re-
present & garden, There are wooden
palings all aronnd, the ground ja cov-
ered with mwas or pieces of fir, and
little figures of stags, sheep, dogw, and
shepherds made of clay, are put here
and there, while an angel i8 hung
from the tree above them.

You won’t require me to tell you

."what all this means, but I expeet you

may be a little puzzled by the stags.
There is & very pretty legend in Ger

-many that the stag was the Srat earth-

1y creature who noticed the angels
coming to the shepherds on the first
Christmas Day. It is said that he
kunelt down at once, therefors he must
on no account be left out of the Christ-
mas festival,

About a fortnight before Christmas
all the youngaters look forward to the
visit of 8t. Nicholas, whom they call
Pelznickel. At six o'clock jn the
evening he generally arrives with o
tremendous ring at the door-bell
What a hubbub there is when the door
ia opened, and the good gentleman
walks in! He is dreased In. a big
cloak, with a fur hat pulied well over
his face; otherwise, you wmee, the
youngstera would recognise him, for
Pelznickel is really the father or uncle
or big brother of the household. The
elder children know thims, of course,
well enough; bui the little onea do
not. They have heard over and over
again that Bt. Nicholas will be com-
ing scon to punish them or to prai-e
them, and they are anxicusly watch-
ing to see whether he will give them a
taste of the birch he carries in one
hand, or some of the godd thinga out

_of the bag he lds In the other,

They listen, too, in awe-struck won-

der as he speaks to Jobnnie sbout & .

carcless leason, or to Mary about =
naughty fit of temper. And when
Pelzmnickel comes to them, they pus
their little hands together and whis-
per. as they have been told to do
“Christchild, come; make me good
that I may come ta Thee in heaven,”
Then Pelznickel speaks tenderly to
those who have been good, and sternly
to those who have been naughty, warn-
ing them to improve and to persevers
hefore Christmas comes. - And after
that he throws a lot of nuls, app'es,
swepts and cakes to the childrem, und

* whilat, they are scrambling after them

on the floor, he slips out of the house
and iR seen MO more,

On Christmas Eve a big bell {s Tung
when everything ia ready, the door of
a8 room which has been locked np for
days ia thrown open, and the Christ~

a
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mas tree ! shown. What & monater it
ia! Although it is planted on the
floor, it has to bend its head when it
reacher the oeiling, and it s quite
ablaze with bundreds of candles, and
ita boughs are bending nnder the
weight of presenta of ull kinde, And
the people who open the pageels, whe-
ther they are old or young, must feel
glad that everyone hug a share in their
Chriatmas joy.—“The Beacon.”

—_—

Christmas in Royal Homes.

It would surpriss the average child
to see the Christmas presents of the
Kaiser's children, Their mother had
the principles of economy and frugal-
ity early instilled in her mind, and
ahe has never departed from her
asimple domestic routine. -

The Empress has a wide number ot
relatives, friends, and proteges to re-
member at "Christmas-time, and her
children receive the most inexpensive
and simple of gifts, says the New York
Mall and Express. They are not al-
lowed to recelve presents from any one
pave their parents, aunts, unecles, and
grandparents. A box of Bugar
plumé, & few fruits, invariably & se-
Jection of wholesome books, one toy,
and, a gseful thing make up the list.
i7af{ Christmas the youngeat Prince
received s ball of string, a paper of
tacks, and a hammer from his father.

Christmas does not bring any es-
pecial festivity to the Royal Palace in
Spain. The day is chiefly given up
to religions ceremoniss. The young
King receives congratulations and the
Queen and. her daughters personally
dispense & good deal of money in
almas. In the early daye of her life
in Spain the Queen Regent tried to
introduce the German custom of the

. Christmas tree, but her Spanish cour-

tiers rather turned up their noses, and
she wisely forbore to ingisi upon an
alien custom.

The greatest jollity reigns in the
home of the little Queen of Holland
at Christmas time. Wilhelmina ecele-
brates the festival vigorously and de-
lightedly. She has always had a tree
on Christmas eve, always hung up
her atocking, and she loves to give
Ppresents,

There ia mcarcely s poor child in
The Hague who is not remembered
by the Queen. One of her chief joys
on Christmas morning is to follow
the ancient Dutch custom of appear-
ing wuddenly at a door, and after
finging a gift rolled in a big ball of
straw into the room ruonning awsay
as fast as she can. Another Christ-
mas habit is that of driving about
the snowy ktreets aud tossing bon-
bons #e groups of children.

Oidn’t Mean To !

Trannie is o very little boy, not yet
three years old, and he has some dear
funny little ways. When he does
anything he ought not, or gets at any-
thing he must not thave, or even it he
falle down nnd hurts himself, he
nearly always says, I diina mean
to!” N

The other day when no one was =~

looking, he clilnbed up and pgot the
biseuit box. When discovered, he was
seated in bliss upon the hea:th-rug,
with a “takie” (as he e¢ulls them) in
each hand, and some more in his lap.
“] dinna mean to!" he scbbed, when
they were teken away. “I tounna
help it, tould 12"

Of course we all laugh now at the
little rogue’s very transparent at-
tempt at excuse, but when he grows
older he will learn that “Couldn't
help it” and “Dido’t mean to” are not
manly words with which to saswer
well merited reproof.

At leart we hope 20, .

Tom, however, has not learnt it yet.
The pumber of things he does, but
doesn™ wmean to, in astonishing. He
doean't mean to he hte at sch-ol, of
eonrse, but he playe at marb'es on the
way there, and loses bis mark for
punctuality four morniogs in  the
week., He doesn’t mmean to get his
feet wet coming home, but he wnalks
in the puddles just ss if & racking

sire. He doesn't mean to slam doors,
and tread Jumpa of mud into the ear
pet, and leave dirty fug r-murks on
evervthing he touchem but he does
these things emntinually all the same.
And I'm sure, fuite sure, that he
didn't mean 1o be cruel to bis rab-

Vi

cough were the one cbject of his dess’ 5 doren times a day by the Impatient

bits, but the poor crvatures died of .

sturvation through bis careless neg-
lect.

And there is Tom's next door neigh-
woewr, rory cheeked Kitty, Whenever
she is spoken to for leaving undone
what she ought to do, or doing what
she onght not, one l.nvnrin.hl! hears
that she “conldn’t help it Bhe
“enn't ‘help” coming down late to
briakfast. and thus disarranging
everybody's plans; she “ean’t help”
having. her lessone “turnad” even
though she spent all the previons
evening OvVeT & new book; she
“cun't help” having her gloves full of
holes through forgetting to mend
them, or her tuckers dirty because too
idle to replace them: worat of all, she
“can't help” grieving her dear mother

temper she shows when remioded of
thewe things.

iIf only Tom would make up his
mind always to mean well'and stiek
to it, and never to weakly al'ow him-
wif 4o do what he doemn’t wmesn; 18
only Kitty would earnestly resolve
that she will help glving way to those
vexatlons little faulta of hers, what &
noble boy and what & winrome maid
they would be! Every hour that the
bad habita are induiged they grow
stronger. It will indeed be rad if
some day our young folks leok baek
upon precious opportunities lToat fore
ever, upon wrengs done to dear ones,
for which they recan never atone.
“Couldn’t help it” and “IMdn't mean
0" will be poor eomforter. then.
'[‘;hﬂey will dry no eelf reproachfnl

rs.

The lad who turned out a ne‘er-do-

well “conuldn’t help it,” and the girl,

who broke her mother’s heart “d dn*t
mean to.” But we will not d spond.

We expect better things than these
from Kitty and Tom,

A Lullaby.

Sivep, my bate, thine ¢yes are weary,

Shut them close, my bonny dearie,
While thy mother singw!

Arv the birds sslesp, [ wonder,

With their little heads tucked under
Pretty folded wings?

Bleep! the angvls 'round thee hover;
‘Their bright wingn thy head shall
taover
While thou art aslvep.
All the night long, clowe beside thee,
That no evil may betide thee,
They their wateh will keep.

Hye-0-baby, warm and rosy,
In thy little cot so cosy,

Sleep till morning light!
Sleep, O aleap, thine ¢yes are weary,
Shut them close, my bonny dearie—

Haby-bye, good-night.
FMary Ann, she is the band,
Frank the cannon draws by hand.

Tom's the private, DPose is prond

*Cause to carry the flag he's 'lowed.
Fotrward, march! Hear the drum!

ORWARD. Hear the drumn!
Now the Christmas soldicrs come

How Sambo

Went to

Fetch the Dinner.

3
\

1. “Here, Sambo, my boy, run round de corner and bring me dat cle fuwl we s going to hub for dinner.”

2. Sambo scampered off round the corner, anit nearty fell over Mr Cockadoodledoo In his hurry,

you mean to do with me? Have me on tonst for dinner, will you? TI'll pen

who wae mueh bigger than Sambo expected. .

3. “Now, then, Blackamoor, you hud better get out 0f this

\

ard sharp,

about that,” eried th [Whnt is that
B e angry bird,

or "1 try my beak on thome fatllttle

legn of yours!” '“Mother! helpl”™ eried Sambo. “De fowle am zoing to hah me for dinner!™

4. And he never stopped runoing till he resched bome. '
cried, 28 he rushed through the doar-way.

i Fre You pre,

"It appears to m

mother; I've brought de fowl!™ he

it de fowl hab brought you,” sald his mother.

“And he looks so kind o' ruffled that I think we'd better not \\fve him for di r
mightn’t like it, and we don't want to ruffle him any mor |1 ™ dor fHinner to<dny, witer all. P'r'spa he

/ I



4’ \.

NOT AS BAD AS THAT.

Aunt Hannah: We shgll a'l ko
each other in that hetter land.

Edith: Yes, so T have Twen toud; hu!
then. auntie, we sha'n’t Tre abliged 10
apenk to everybody.,

RROKE THE RULE.

Mr Canmibal: Exenuse me, my deur.
for breaking your rule about letting
you know, but I've brought a gentle-
man home for dinner.

DIDN'T LOOK PROSPEROUS.

He: Well, Mrs 8mith i economieal,
anyway. She makes all her own
dresses.

She: Yes, and she locoks se dowdy
that her husband can't get a single
one of his friends to lend him anby
money.

NO DOUBT.

Boss: I don't know whether to dis-
charge that new boy or raise his
malary. -

Manuager: What hus he been doing?

Boss: He rushed into my private
office this morning and  told me there
was a man down stairs who would
like to pee me.

Manager: Who was it?

Bogs: A blind man,

THE NEW za.q"i..mr; GRAPHIC,

APPROPRIATE.

- *Didn’t Mrs Jones®' husbund die only

lant wealk?"

“Yen™

“T maw her yesterday, and she wan
wearing mecond mourning.”

“I know—he was her second hun-
bangd,” : )

OBSERVANT.

Gray: They are beginning to have
typewriters on the stage.

Black: T know; but it's a piece of
affectation. No typewriter that ever
was Invented can begin to write an
rapidly as the average actor with the
common everyday pen.

TUBRNED DOWN, -
Borrowit: fay, old man, lend me a
fiver, will you? -
Markley: Sorry, but I'm not mak-
ing any permanent investments jusf
now,

FALLS SHORT AS A COMPANION.
"How does your new bookkeeper
suit you?”"
“Ae a bookkeeper, he's gleat, but as
& human being 1 don't take to him.”

MEET FOR REPENTANCE,

Jones: What business are you in
now?

Smith: I am in the weat business.

Jones ineredulously): Where ia
your ghop?

Smith: I haven’t any shop. I am
the ham in an advertising sandwich.

A CERMFICATE IKDEED:
Lady: “This is the second time you
have received food from me, isn’t it ?*
“Tramp: “It is, madam, and you are
at liberty to mention the fact to your
friends if you wish.”

The Holiday Tramear—Did You Ever ?

MANG 6T A STRIF
LIKE Tri% ]

AND HAYE THE STRY¢
BREAK LIKE TH(S?

AND HAVE THE CAR
LURCH LIKETHAST

\
! AT TREN GET SRAKED
N LiRE THIS T

{ &3

. . - -

WHAT 8HE WANTED TO KNOW.

“My dear child, you really should
not eat your pudding so quickly.” -~
“Why not, mamma " >
“Hecause it in dangerous. I oneq
knew & little boy about your age who
was eating pudding so quickly thut
He died before he had finlshed it.™ -
“And what did they do with the rest
of his pudding, mamma?" 3

FROM THE DIARY OF A WIFE.
I am completely disheartened.
Toe-night I entered the parlour ard-
denly, and I found my husband ly-
ing on ane of my lovely new sofa
cushions. *
How impossible it is for a womman

. to make a home in the trne .senss

when ghe in married to such an inpen-

sute man! . .
Sometimes T feel that I should be

glad to die. :

AFTER HIS STORY.
Judge—The charge against you is
disorderly eonduet. What have yon
to say?
Prisoner—I was fighing, and——
Judge (eagerly)—What luck?
The prisoner talks volubly for flve

minutes, while the face of the Judpe A

gradually hardens.
Judge—Discharged on first charge
and held for perjury. .

An- Xmas Eve.

. camera fiends.”

| WHAT HE WAB PATID FOR.

“If you'll give me a finer quality of
gooda,” mald the professional window
trimmer, “I ¢can make & splendid dis-

lay.”

“If ¥ had the fine gooda I econld make
the display mynelf,” remarked the pro-
prietor of the store. “What T'm pay-
ing yon for is to make & splendid dis-
play with cheap gooda™

TWO OF A KIND,
“A woman doean's mlways have the
last woxd, does she?”
“Oh, no! BSometimes she is talking
to another woman,"

STIGHTLY ABSENT MINDED.

"Does your husband ever help yow
ahoat taking care of the baby™ waas
agked the wife of a young professor.

“Not often, though mometimes he
does. Last evening he said he’d tale
Willie for an miring as he was going
to walk down to the post office. Half
An hour later T saw my husband sitting
in the parlour reading a scientific
magnzine, but I could see nothing of
the haby.

“Where's Willie? What have you
done with him?’ I asked.

“Why,” said the professor, “I forgot
all about him. T think he {s sitting in
the post office,” . . .

PRETTY BIG. ~-
"Blowhurd has a big opinion of him-

self

ning to

imagine he's annoyved by

A MODE OF SPEECE.

Clergyman: “Well, Johnny, how's
father and mother keeping?* - :
Johnny: “Mither’s nae weel, sir.”
Clergyman: “What's the matter? Is

=he laid up?"
Johnny: “No, sir, she's lalj down,™ -

11.51: “T'll just wait up for him—

“I'o his loving wife—

2.IM) 1

3.00: “Now for = good herd

koock [

130: " Ard teach him to come
home early— s

2,30 :

* And keep out of bad com-
pany— " .. :

301 :
lodger 1"

“ Great wasps!

. It's  the .

.

“How big?" “Well, be's begin™— "
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