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Nicholas, Bant Nicholawy, or Mante Claos,
as we know him. This kindly salst muas
nu legendary character. He Hved abowg

00 A L., and was & nuled Bishop of Asia ~

Minor. He was looked upon as the patron
saint of generoaity because of his libas~
ality. -

Thres daughters of & poor noblamsn
coukd BOl marry aw advantagecualy as
they should because thelr father eou.d
xive them no dowry. But one hight ona
wf the daughtérs found tn her room a
burse, ahuped Jike a siocking, fAlled with
kuld, evidently thrown in the window by
asameang from without. The next algnd
the second daughter found & pu in hee
room, and on the third nigxht the fathe=
caught Baint ‘Nicholas in the =act af
throwing the third purse in the window.

From that story originated the eurtom
of hanging up the atockings on Chriztmas
Eve. Thercafter the young giris at the
convent school would hang thelr stockings
on the door of the Mather Buperior's room
un 8Salnt Nicholas®' might On ths follow-
ing morning they wauld be found flled
with gifts and dainties, and = Hitle biot
from 8aint Nicholas as to the appearance
and character of their future husbands.

Saint Nicholas im the patron saint of
Russla, and his festival used to be cele-
brated earlier in December than the #th,
but now hizs name is aynonymous with
Christmas festivities. In parts of Europe
he s kKhown as “Pelanichol.’” or Nicnolas
with the fur, because he 18 suppossd Lo
bé clad in fura from head to foot,

The idea of Bt. Nlcholan travelling In a
slelgh drawn by relndeer originated in Lhe
cold Northern countrlea. The reingesr
weore the swiffest animals known, and
they muat needs iy ke the wind to carry

Balnt Nk tha rounds of the world va e
algne.

VENERATIUN OF THAK HOLLY.

‘Chriiimas 8 aever UChristmas witbout
the bhally wresalth and the mistletow
OCnriscians venerated the holly or Bowy
tree, becsUse to them the listle thurny
lewven and red barries mude in & wreatn
typified tne cruwn of thurns and the
bloody drops. D they Loty 3
this solemn reminder at ibhe joyous fesil-
val In order not 16 forget the sacredness
of the occanion In the general festivites

The mivtle bush, mistrtod—or mintielos,
as we Enow {t—owes I1ts Usé ws & fedtnl
decoration 10 pigan timef Aecording to
the Beandinavian legend, Baldur, the
moat beloved of il the gods, had & pre
monitlon that death impended. ‘Ahere-
upon, his mother, Frigga, besougnt
everything that was begoiten of eurih,
air. fire, OF Wwatel (0 SWeaf DOL tu harm
ber son.

Hut In her request she overlpaked the
tnaignificant Ilitle mistietoe. loki, the
god of destruction, disguized as an oid
woman, visfted Frigga, and, learning of
her oversight, hurried back to where ths
gods were assembled. There they were
amusing themeelves by hurling all manner
of missilea at Baldur, and all were turn-
ed aside. But Lokl with an
of mistletoe, pierced Baldw

In reparation, the miatleloe was glven
10 Frigga to do as she saw fit, provided it
touched not earth. And she, io show that
she bore no il will, hung it up. and every-
one ‘who passed under It received a kias
us a token that, instead of hatred and
jealousy, the mistletoe now atood for love
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and forgivenewl .
THE, APELL OF THE MISTLE LY.
Among the Celtic natkons Lhe osbstleloc
Wan a0 uppat of vencration, and at the
featival of Lhe Winter solsijce the Frinoe
of the Drulas bimesed cur & bougn of .
it puople wyfe amsembled, wod then
wery wd 10 the wo0ds by the privaty, sho
drove o sdvaace of Lhe cuompsny Iwo
snow-white bullockh. Wheb 1ne vak Lrew
was found which bore the mutleiue,
Dlant was eut with a guiden sivkle,
e bullocks sacrificod
At present It M the custom for the
youom men (0 CAIFY Out the Joctrine
taught by the Bcandinavian mytn aml
Print & sinacking kKiss on the lips of any
,‘maiden thoughtiess pnough to stand ne.
neath the suspended mistlotos bougn, Hut
for every such kisa one of the wnue
berres of the mistietoa must be removed,
and when all the berries bave deeh Kinsed
away the spell ls broken.

THE MEANING OF THE 3PICED

FUDDING AND PIES.

Almost as important as the gift giving

. and xift recelving on Christmas Day ta

the feast of dainties spread on that festal

occarlon. But even the Christmas dinnet

has its origin in the dim, distant past.

Feasts were alwaya the accompaniment of

any featival In Egypt, at the winter

solitice, every family killed and mte a
goose B8 & religious observance.

In the hleroglyphic language of the
Exyptian, the figure of & goose was tne
word “‘child.” The people hafll naticed
that the goose was remarkable for the
way in which it protected its young. hence
it was looked upoik aa the s¥mbol of great
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luve—that love which is willing 10 sacri-
tice Waelf for the object of s aRectire
This trait was alio belicved 10 belong Lo
1he god 1hey worshipped, so the Exyp-
tlans celrbrated Lhia festival by} haollng
and suting & goowe,

The plum pudding s & dieh o . he
Christmus feas:. huws lis mavaning. ‘Une
numibvr ahd Fichhess of s Ingredlents
represented the rich gifts which the kings
uid at the feet of 1he child Jesus

In eariker days the mince ple, then o
great partry dish, fllled with forcel meat
and [fruits, was made box-shaped, tue
typity tie manger in which the Chii] Rl
laln.—*Goklen Fenny.™”

1 Will Abide.

Among so0 many., can He care?
Can apecial love be everywhere?
A myrind homes—a myriad ways—
And God's eye over every place?

Over: Lut In? The world ta full;
A grand omulpotence must rule;
But Is there life that doth ablde
Whh mina owr, living side by side?

A0 many, and so wide abroad.
Can any heart have all of Gud?

m the great apaces. vague and dim.
May one smull household gather Him?

I axked, my soul bethaught of this,
In just that every pluce of His
Where He hth put wnd keepeth you,
God hath oo other thing to du.

—Adeline Whitney.
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