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Views on the Waitakersel Coast.
(By E.A)

‘Ta the average Aucklunder, whose
knowledge of searcapes is limited by
The perspective of our own lovely har-
bour, & visit to the West Coast comen
ux sumenhnt of a revelntion.  The
xight of the roliing, tumbling waves
thnt break along the coast tills owe
with' contempt for the petty ripples
we are used 1o see, to say nothing of
the awe of beholding the great ex-
punse of ocean that stretches as far
us eye cun see, without land or vessels
in xight. L spent & few daya there
this stuner, camping on the bank
of the Waitakerei HRiver, 8 swift-
Howing stream, from which it is pro-
po=edd to augment our water wupply.
aml returned guite lmpressed with the
benuty of the const anid the delights
of vamping, The two Beascaprs given
Lherewith were taken clore to  1he
vamp, unid sre represeutative of the
plave, but no picture conld do justice
1o the breakers as they change frowm.
Necpest blue to yeasty foam. nor yef
1o the spray which rises from them
anil dashes itn force againat the lofty
cliffs. That has 10 be seen to be ap-
preciate).  ‘The other views are pic-
tures of a lake which lay about twer
miles from our camping ground.
buried in a dip of the bush-etad hills.
aml reflecting #ll the beautiful sur-
roundings o its ealm surface. [t is
%nown as Shag Lake. and covers about
half the aren of Lake Takdpuna: fur-
ther inlunid lies another lnke, quite us
Jarge and enutiful, and this goes by
the name of the Serpentine, for it fills
the snake-like windings of a valley he-
tween two spurs of the range. Neither
of these lakes has any visible outlet.
thongh hoth are above sea level, amd
it ix thonght that they drain under-
wromel 1o the Led of the river. and
are thus responsible for the quick-
sands that exsend for yamls nlong and |
from its banks. It ix a horrible sensa-
tion to put your fuot in one of these.
One o hardly describe it, for oo
sooner tloes the mvul slide under you
in a perfectly ineomprehensible wuay
than it is fotlowed so quickly by the
natural impulse to spring  up . amd
away that you haven'’t time to anal-
yse vour feelinges.

‘The c¢liffs that line the coast are
very Hie specimens of conglomerate
formarion. They are all tunnelled by
great caves. the height and breadth
of which in some cases would fit them
1o do duty for churches zhould ever
papulation become numerous in that
iistriet.  Occasionally these caves go
right thirough a jutting promontory.
uml then you get what is known as a
tiowhole, far the waves rush through
these apertures with  tremendous
fu making a noise like heavy artil-
eey. und, #8 the vent is penerully
smaller than the entrance, a prand ef-
fect is  produced when the water
bursts out, sending spray all round.

The seaweed is among the strangest
met with on our coasts. It grows like
strips of leather belting. and is ap-
parently as strong: some pieces |
vAme BCeross were guite 15 feet long.
and when seen in the water looked
quite uncanny as they were" tossed
wbout, Other matursl wonders of the
enast are jelly-fish, that filled them-
selves full of air and exploded with
a pop when dissected; crabs of mon-
ster size and all hues; and the sea
anemones. some of which were six
inches acrons, and of all possible eol-
Uk,

%o mnch for the beach awl its at-
tendunt interests, The coast land it-
«e1f hins nothing to commend it. till
you reavhh the bush. for the mand.
swept hither and thither by the
=trong sra winds, Kills all vegetation
exeept s tough species of manuka and
Hiax., A few sheep pick up a living in
sheltered spots, and that i all. The
West Coast will always muke its main
reputation on the heauty of its xea-
supes, the delights of surf bathing.
:||]-t the grotesque grandenr of ifs
cliffy, eaves and hlowhales,

—————
Holiday and holy day nre eswen-
1inlly one and the same word, yet
they huve conme 10 nean almost exact-
Iy opponite things, Those who cele
brale a holiduy shun the solemnity
of a holy day, whiie tho=e whuo war-
ship on a holy day. o wit, the Sab-
hath, strenuouply ohjeet ta having it
turned into a holidoy. %o great ix
the contrast betwwen words and the
things to which they arc applied.
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