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A SPIDER FARM IN MADAGASCAR.

Spiders That Make Silk.

The spider has now become the real
competitor to the gilk worm. One of
the most unique industries of medern
times has been lately fully developed
in Anlapanarive, the capital of tha:
waonderful island Madagascur — with
ihe spider ax the princ.pal Iab urer—
the skilled high-clnss mechanic.

spider silk has for years been a
chimera of naturalists, Practical men
Inughed, and said that it woull be a
preat thing., but they never took the
iden us a serious one or ag fasille.

The Madagascar spider trat spins
iz called the Helebe. The fe naie only
dows the work, and she ix so ferocious
that if o male havpens to cone any-
where pear her while she ix s)inning

=he gnits work and turns to kill him
ihstantly. Then she calls her female
eomrindes together and they devour
him,

Like others of their gex, these in-
dustrious spiders will work only 1un-
cder  the mest favaur bl: ¢i cume
stinces, and when they are filly sup-
plied with such food as is mos: pleas-
ing to their palate. This too, is =maid
o prevent them from  eatine  eacn
ather, when they imaeinre through
jealousy some spider has failed to
show some other spider the re uisite
amount of court.s;, o' h s shirked
her share of labour. They are kept
itneler the great maruro trees in the
Loval Gamiens in Madagascar™s capi-
tat when they are in traininr,

Soch enre must he talken o7 them
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T00 MUCH FOR THE ELEPHANT.

that they can only be employed to
pood financial advantage in the high-
e¢st priced elothes. “Dhe silk of these
spiders is equal to gold in its purity.
It has such strength and elasticity
that it can be used to make such
cloth as shall defy competirio,

Either on the day the spinning is
to be dene, or the dayv previous, the
spifders are brought down from the
country in wicker baskets Ly the
Malagsy women, Unless they are
carefully keit apart cm the ourney
they will fight to the death.

They are then placed in separate
wooden boxes in groups of twelvs to
twenty-four. Each compartrent is
shaped like a guilloting, “T'he spiders
are helil down by two pieces of wood
shaped like half-mcons. T.e women
swho have tlem in charge are wvery
light-fingered, They stroke t-em as
they work away. The spiders tail
with great industry until they Jall

Council.

exhansted, when they are taken ount
of their compartmenia amd replaced
Ly other fresher spiders. The great-
est care is required not to injure them,
A healthy spider will. spin four thou-
sand yards of thread before it dies.

- Too Much for the Elephant.

Peruk Museum, in the Federated
Malay States, has just receiver an in-
teresting addition to  its stock of
curios. At Tapah a young male ele-
phant, not yet acenstomed to  the
methods of civilisation. disputed the
railway track with a train,

The animal vigorously butted at the
engine and “held up” the train for an
huur. The result of thix corions duel
was, however, never in doubt. The
elephant was finally vanguished, and
Perak is now the richer for his fusks.



