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eomnanial her to the ante-room of (e
vaval box, and betore I enuld notify
her artival to His toya) Ilighness, to
the wutonishment of atl she had walk-
vd straight to the farther end of the
roomn. where His Majesty wax then
dwrily emiploved eating peaches out of
the 1lms of hix hands,

The look of astonishment on cvery
Eastern -face wuk worthy of the now
well-krown  picture on the XNabob
pickles.
Mme, Nilsson made straight for His
Mpjesty, saving:— o

“Vous efes un trea manwais Shah*
gesticulating with her tight “hand,
f"Fout = I'henre j'etais tres riche, avee
des contvmes superbes, oxpres pour
volre Mujeste: & present je e trouve
dres pauvre et puns souliers,” at the
sume  time reising her right foot
williin half an inch of His Mujesty's
nose: who, with his spectacles, was
Jooking to see what she wos pointing
-to. He wag so struek with the orlg-
frality of the fuir prima donna. that
he at once  mnotified his artendants
that- he woutld not go to the Gold-
swniths' Haill for the present, but would
remain to see  this  extraomlinavy
WAL, - N
“Hix Mafesty did not consequently
reach the Goldsmiths” Hall until past
midnight. The Lord Mayor, the
Trime Warden, the awmthoriticr, end
guards of honour had all been wairing
since bhalf-pest nine. -

} < o - 3 < o
¢ The open night concerts given by
Mre and Mrs Doult's puapils continue
te prove very satisfactory. Two more
enjoyable muosical evenings hare now
been given in Auweckland than 1he
Tourlh of the servies mentioned. This
took pince on Saturday evening, and
was well attended, The programme
waz excellent, and very wnsefnl from an
fnstructive standpoint. e wa
. o e o o ol

The very moderate patronage be-
stowed by the Auckland public on the
Hawmilton Hodges song recitals wae
mot creditable to the musicul taste of
the ecity. The coucerts were of the
highest elass and deserved an each
weeasion - packed houses. Those who
did attend are lavish and unanimous in
their prafse, ‘and welcome with aee
clamation’ the announcemoent ihat a
similar series of récitals will be given
next year. . i -
<o L+4 o o
Sharp, sopranoe, and M.
pianist, have given two
very excellent concerts in Auckland
sinee the last jsswe of the “Graphic.”
Miss Bharp. bas @ very fine voice, which
bas heen well trained, while -Mons.
Hafalews is decidedly above the
ape s A piamist, . Mr W. H. Wil-
jamsun. the tenor of the company,
sings pleasingly and without effore,
Ii= voive is fight, but of nice quality.
Whe company is certainly one . worth
hearing. . . -

P 9. © o -0 o
1t is not generally kuown that

Schubert. thoupgh he lived only thirty-
e

Gix)

years, wrote in addition to his
oups and numerous instrumnental
also a considerable number of
ak. Unfortunately lLe mever had
a gowd libretto, so none of his stuge
works proved a success, Oue of his
coperias,  “Der  TIausliche Krieg,” is,
hawever. to be presented at the Paris
Opera Comigue in a French version by
¥Victor Wilder, .
N <o < o o <
The jubilee of Lohengrin took place
on August 28.  On that day fifty yveurs
apo the opera was perforined for the
first time at Weimar, with Liszé as
conductor. Wagner wag then a fugi-
tive. and an .ontluw, ¥le had com-
pleted his work in August, 1847, bnt
for thres years Liszt hesitated about
having 1t performed, ‘being afraid it
would nat be well received on account
of itz “extreme ileal colailring.” It
wig oot until April, 1850, that he set
whont the preparation for jts produc-
tion. Even then the step was one
requiring no little courage, for Wag-
hwer's political escapades bhad not been
forgiveu, and public opinion concern-
ing the right of his cluim to the
quadity of genjus was widely ddiver-
gent, Liszt, however, persisted and
gained the support of the management
of the Grand Ducal Theatre of Wei-
mar, The management spent 1500dols
for scenery, & big sum for that day
nod pluce, however. trifling it appeara
Ro-duy, sud it was decided to huave
the performance come on the birthday
of Uucthe?! whose home Weimar bad
been. It was hoped that the festal
mmeaning --of . the day would disposs
i4he audience to appreciate the novel
benuties of the new work of genius
The hope was realised, rawra ‘mevi

Without s moment's delay -

S CHURCH MUSIC

Du. W, E Tuowas Uives an Interesting Lecture on the ** Growth of

.- . .- A

AL the Aoglienn Chureh ¢onver-
sazione at the Chorul Hall, Auckland,
Dr. W, K. Thouus, 1he pew conductor
ot the Auckluud Choral Bociewy and
Prefessor of Music st Auckland Uni-
wersity College, gave o mosr interesi-
itog lecture on the “Growth of Angli-
can Berviees.” . .

Bacred muxic had been slonly but
surely spresding ita influence in Bri-
tain, in servicen dedicated to the tene
God, two or three centuries before tha
time of & Augustine, who, us we
know, set fool ou Kuglish soil 397 AL,

Historiuns have proved Dbeyond a
doubt thit a regular Church in Britain
was in existence 130 yesrs or more

receding the Saxon period. Tertul- |

inn snys: “As esrly as 203 AD. there
were Christiuns in Briftain,™ Origen,
writing about 240 A D, says  thet
Christianity was firmly established in
Britain; and a eclergyman, ‘of eourse
a mnative, of the name of Smphibalus
is mentioned, The Bishups of York,
London, and Tk, at the commences
ment of the fourth ceutury, presched
Christianity. which firsr rwached Dri-
n possibly through Sr. Joseph of
Arimathea, or one af the eye-witnesses
of the Crucitixion., . .
Tennyson, in the Holy Grail, suys—

“From_ our old books I know
That Joseph cume of old to Glaston-
bury.” .

Naturally the mausiciad portion of tle
services of the Church at ‘the com-
mencement must have been  very
slender indeed, probably an  early
Christian chant, sung antiphonally, as
the Hebrews inmvariably sang, thus
forecusting the beantiful paul stately
double ¢hoir, or decani and eaatoris
effects of later ecburch musie.

In all probability it was restrictecd
to vocul music alone, for although the
Christinns of Adexandria (180 A1)
iutroduced a fiate during the singing
of the Last Snpper Chaat, orchestra)
accompaniments in religious gervices
would the more have attracted and in-
censed the enemics of the new religion
in Britain. . .

-In the secoond cenlary holy men
thought. of such a service, music as
could be gonerably adopted in . the
churches, - Hritain greatly shared in
this, and as the churches. were built
on a larger scale, the sinye music of
early times probably made way for
more advaneed singing by trained
voices. 1n 367 A.D. the Lnodicwan
Council fssued a eanon to thiz effect:
“That mone but the eawons and choir
who sing out-of the purchment beoks
should presume to sing in the chureh.”
This sceas to show that more elaba-
rate wwsic was done, aud that the
eongreation were asked not to  join
in for fear of spoiling the etfect of the

musie! .

Nowhere did early sacred mmsic find
more seope than in Dritain, People
had become wealthy wnnd enltivated,
and It is not to be supposed that they
would content thomselves with ang=
thing short afa hearty service of sony,
if not of invtrumental music.

It is well known that claborate
music, and 1hat of a gorgesus characs
ter (anticipating the voeal pate of the
Roman ritual as ocvdered now)} wny
performed. Tt is only natural to sup-
pose that people with a distinet musi-
el ¢harncter, who made the practice
of the art a part of their daily life,
would Dbe disposed 1o give of their
very best in the way of musie for 1he
sanctuury. ‘Uhere could easily have
been a united effort in choral song,
consisting largely of unisonal singing,
varied by outbursis of harmony,

Such a polyphonony would Twve
DLeen quite as possible 1hen as now,
» v« . Jiondon, even in the sixth cen-
tury. ix spoken of as being “erpwded
with merchants,” a#od we must nnto-
rally suppose  that  where riches
abounded miric would also abonnd,
and not only .S‘F('Ulllr. but sacred,

Tt iz impossiblé to imagine that such
functions as the Laptism of the Kings
of Dublin and Munster, which ccve-
mony St. Patrick himgel! performed,
could have taken plaee without praise.
and you cannat linve praise without
masic; nor is it enneeivable that muske
‘would fail to e a feature at the regu-
Jar services, and gspecially wt the
eenfinmations. 1w - -

[ Cunticles and Hymns.

, ancient British Church must
_lave been n grander reality thun any

- Irresided over it.

‘kimple music as possible

Anglican  Services LA

Historical records give na evidence
Tespecting early saacred music resour-
ces. The Roman Hreviary tells us
that St. Patrick, Rishop of lrelanrd
($20—492) was accustomed to perform
daily the whole Fxalter, together with
1 wonder what
our choir boys would say to that?

After 5, Augustine landed in Eng-
lund, history tells us that a eonference
was held at a spot in Worcestershire,
under an oak, since cherished ng 51,
shugnstine’s  oak, Our  forefathers
Luilt the Britigh churches, and we may
Le sure as religiously prgvided some
kind of music for the services, ‘The
indeed

historian has ever puinted it,

In 37+ A the music school of
Milan was opened, and St Ambrose
We bave loubtiess
all heard of the Ambrosian “Te Deun.™
Well, 8. Ambrose intreduced it in the
Intter part of the fourth century, The
style of the chanting ordered by Kt
Ambrose had the great merit of being
at onee simple and grand.

ORGAN INTRODUCED 1INTO TIE
SERVECES OF TIIE CHUNRCH IN 866
BY POPE VITALIAN.

" The sgervice of prayer and praiwe
was the means of getlting n real hold
on the people. Uregorion musie, as its
name implies, wus revised, not invent-
«il, 4s some suppose, by 1"ope tiregory,
and all music of this style is called

after him. The real origin of Cire-

gorians will, I suppuse, never be
known; it is supposed that the wusic
in the Temple of Jerusalem was al-
ways sung to Uregorian tones, and
that even King David himself sung the
Psnluwas to these venerable chuorch
tones, This style of Chureh music
has been used up to the present day,
in o great many cases, certainly it has
iwen eclaborated, still theve Is no mis-
taking the solemn tones of the Church
for any other moudern styile of muosic.

.1t has always and will always stand

ont very prominentiy, aud can never
lose its dignified charucter. Gregorian
music is only writlen in one parl, and
everybody should sing it i unison,
harmonisation of the old church
modes, though they sound very well
indeed to our ear, should not b gene-
rully insisted upon. 1If only we could
hear more of this grand olit musie,
we should soon lose ocur prejudices,
and like it, 1t iz essemtially wnusic
fot the church, and would mark
prand difference between sacred and
seculur music.

* The Anglican chant iz an amtcome
of the old lregorian tomes; it arose
through the ruge for turning every.
thing into metre. At the tme of the
reformation Gregorian chunts  were
still in existence, till fighter lastes in
music lessened -the hold ithe anecient
tonea had on the people, rundd it was
found necessary to compose new treble
chants, with more- variety. -Bome of
the c¢hants of Farrant, Blow amd Crofli
wre  excellent  compositions, but, ss
usual, it was not enough, so dauble
chants, pretty melodies, bhait Lo be in-
vented, these gradually  supplanting
the old dignified ctearch tones, The
tiregorinn  period tremed wilh

-“flighty’” chants, single and double,

many of which arencither reverent nor
beautiful, 8till many charming chants
ore¢ in existence, and i we have any
taste fn music we shall very roun he

‘able to sift the good from the bad.

I would give one word of advice in
chopsing  chants for  the  Psalms.
Do’ let them be too Horid; don't Jet
them be too high; don't nlways give
the preference to the major ones, We
have 2 great numbrer of clergymen in
Engiand—mno doibt you have the same
kind of men here—who advocnte ns
for fthe
Church, Now, [ don't want to say

“anything unkind abont them, but 1

would put this before you: Tf you are
golug 10 a concert%r o musical even-
ing, we will sny, would you be satin-
tied nt hearing n Hive-finger exercise

‘or A scale? Yon will say at once,

“No, cerininly not.,” Why, then, when
¥ou go to chureh, should you be bound
flown to a few simple chants, and the

enrieat of hum«lrum hymn tuoes, no,

anthems to speak of, nothing, In fact,
to elevite your tostes aml educote
you wup to belter liings. Lo tlese

" whould b

elergy | would say: You sre dving the
very worst for our church musle; you
are stopping the gromth of that which
ome the moest beautiful of
all, nomely, wusic ofered to  the
Slzremo Beiuvg. Somwone, perhaps,
mily, will say how eun evuyregations
Join in in music - thut is far above
them? I will say, how ¢an cungreu
tions erer do »o0 at al) if you dou't
fducote them? Let them hear the
best that can be procured; vrganise
congregational  practices for psalms
and hymns; fet themn listen to an
anthem well sung. There kv 0 greater
power in music than in  the most
elaboarnte sermon, snut I koow the gomd
is more lusring. The clergy who wl-
voeute 1he simplest and, shall we say,
migerabie services must not be sar-
prised when their congregations fall
O I zbiould adyvocnte nyscll ihe
muric of the very best, but don's per-
form anyihing uatil it is well doue,

" Don't: take It inte chureh with only

a small pmonnt of preparation. Re
sure of your groeund before tonking it
into puhblic,

1 have left until last the most jm-
portant e¢hing that 1 have 1o say. and
that §s with reference to the imusic
for the Huly Communion. 1 shoulid
like to see in every choreh here in New
Zenbund a greater amoennt of trouble
taken in the mnsie, und instead of its
being pnt in the hackground, shoenid
like to see it browght moere prominent-
Iv forward and really made the most
musiealiy ornate of all the services on
ihe Sunday. In Englund thonsands
and thousands of chnrelies have their
choral eclevrations, and 1 have always
found that the congregations were ul-
ways the most numerous at these ser-
vices; und, morcover, the offertoriex

were considerably barger than ot the

other secrvices. Jt hax always secmed
to me curious that the Kyries awl
Creed are ihe only parts that have
attention at present in most of our
vhurches here. Why should not the
Sanclus and Gloria in Excelsis have a
thought musically in the rendering of
the service? Some might think, per-
haps, that it wwuld moke the Holy
LCommunion alice ioe long. Qdey
dun’t think =0 in Euogland. If, how-
ever, it is & few minutes Jougar 1o
ming the whale service, is it net workh
the extra time and tronble that ihe
Sanetus apd Gleria entail?  For, sure-
1y, the Holy Communion ‘the most
beautifnl of all car. services. 1t has
been my gomd fortune for-the past
thirteen vears to play.a choral cele-
bration every Sunday and aneilier cn
all saiole’ days. and during that time
I lave pever known theve fo be 2
sparse aitemdancee, At 8t Ulement's,
Bournemonth, where I was organisl
and C.M. hefore coming.bere the LLC.
Rervice wis # crowded that sone-
times un festivals there was not ¢ven
staucling soom in tiw church,- and
uite 100 peaple had L go away. for
they couid ael get past the church
porell.  This will give you an idea how
the ehoral Communion service is ap-
precinted in FEogland.  Would it nol
be possible to start & choral Cow-
mnnion amfk s every puart in Lhe
avrvice, Banctirs anld (Horia included?
It takes wunder the houwr (with no ser-
man) with four hymns inebuded and
the Nane Bimittis ot the end a8 & re-
cessionul. -

Spencer
Pianos_..

THE MGST POPULAR UF ALTL
ENGLISH PI1ANGS,

ROWLAND'S .
KALYDOR

For the Blkin.

Removes Freckles, Tan, Sun-
burn, Redness, Roughness, Heals
and Guros Irvitation, insect
Stings, Cutmnsous Eruptions
produces Soft, Fair Skin and a
Lovealy ODelicate - Complexion
Most cooling and soothing In hot
climates. Warranted harmiess.

ROWLAND'S
.- ESSENCE OF TYRE.

The most perfoct Hair Dys.
Produces a permanent brown or
biaok which cannet be removed.
Ask for Rowlands articles, of
Hatton Garden, London. 6old
by Stores and Chamiste.




