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Music and Musicians.

TALKS ON MUSIC.

By W, H. WEBBL,

(Specinlly Reported for the

“Qraphie.”)

The following is the conclusion of
the lecture delivered by My W. H,
Webbe at the Schoal of Music Grafton
load, on Thursday, September 20th,
about

Some Great Composers of Piane-
forte Music and Their Works.

MEXDELSSOGHN.

Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy was
born at Hamburg in 1809, and died at
Leipzig, 1547,

His father, Abraham, was a _wealthy
bunker in Hamburg, of Je_\nsh par-
entage, but who, with his wife, joined
the Lutheran Church. The name
Lartholdy was his mother’s, and was
taken later in life es a condition to
inherit some property. The grand-
tathet of Mendelssohn was Moses Men-
delssohn a distinguisbed Jewish phil-
osopher. Both tather and mother of
voung Felix were persons of superior
jutellectual abilities, They bore a high
ehnracter, and devoted much 'atten-
tion to the edueation of their children.
Young Mendelssobu received a first-
class edueation, and in a(ldlt:log to the
stuly of piano, oOrgdn, violin, and
theory. he was taught Greek _and
drawing, and amang o1her accomplish-
ments it may be added that he was a

1l-ronnd athlete. B
gnﬁ% acmll-‘lmenced to compose at the
age of 12, and he wrote many sym-
phonies and num]:‘rous pieces for the

inno in his youth-
v U"n]ike the majority of the greut
masters. Mendelssohn was brought up
in the lap of luxury. The home of his
people was o delightful one, and the

sort of numerous musicians.
Wﬂist father arranged =8n extended
tour for his son, and when he_was
about 20 years of age he visited Eng-
land and Seotland, and p uced some
of his vompositions therei he wax
heartily vecelved by the public. The
next vear he made a long tour through
Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and
France. Tt was during this time that
he wrote his celebrated “Concerto in G
Alinar,” and the first boolk of the no\?:
workl-wide known “Lied Ohne Worte.
Tn 1535 he wag appointed Capelmeister
to the King of Prussia, and also prin-
c¢ipal professor of a new aca.dlemy of
music in Rerlin. In 1843 he assisted in
founding the celebrated Leipzig Con-
servatorinm. The other teachers were
Schumann  {piano), Becker (organ),
David (violind. .

Tn 1827 he wns martied to the daurh-
ter of o Tutheran clevrgyman, the union
proving a very happy one. He was a
hard worker: in fact, it was the strain
of ton much woerk upon his excitable
nervea that caused him to break down,
and he died in 1847, at the early age
nf 18, Mendelssohn scholarships have
weenn founded in Tondon and Berlin,
and n statue erected to the memory 9{
this illustrinus musician in Berlin in
1809,

Alendelssohn led an ideal life, Te
was surronnded by all that weal_fh.
edueation and position could give him.
he was honoured hy mwsicians, and
idalized by the people. He was proh-
ahly the anly one of the great masters
who was so fortnnate.

ot anky was Menlelsaohn a wonder-
ful ereative genins, hut he understond
the works of the classical musters, nnid
it is to him we have to be thankial for
yeviving so many of Rach's works, .

Aendelssohn’s music is beautiful in
melody and rich in harmony. Ocea-
i iy its melodiousness tends to-
s “sentimmentality in some of his
smnller picers,  Tle was a prolifie com-
poser. his choral works mc]uﬁmg 1
Taul* and “EHljal” Tis pinnofovie
compositinna inelude aome flne con-
certos, fugues, and somntas, numer-
pus solox. one of which, the “Itondo
Capriceioso,” is universally known,
nnd the ever popular “Songs Without
Words.” T would add that hiz vialin
concerto. Op. 64 is considered one of
the finert ever written. and his Capric:
cin in B Minor, and Scherzo, are fine
specimens of his chnracteristic pieces
for piano =olos, The overture to a

— e s

“Midsummer Xight's Dream' iz one
of his most charnung and original
compusitions, although written when
he wus but 17 years of age.

Mendelssohn wus a mausician of a
high type, an able condu¢tor, a fine
pianist, a master organist, & man of
celture aud houoar.

Regarding his pianotorte musie, he
was originul in the domaiu of melody
and harmony, unsurpassed for - the
grace, elegance, retinement, and finish
of his compositions.

CHOPIN.

Frederic Chopin was born at War-
saw the same year as Mendelssohy
{1509), and died two years later than
Mendelssohn, at Parias {1848).

Chopin was of French and Polish
origin, his father being a celebrated
Polish patriot born in rrance, and his
mother a Polish lady. His father
sertled in Warsaw as a professor, and
it was near Warsaw that Chopin was
born, Young Chopin was of a refined,
sensitive natue, and was bought up
from his childhood in the best society
in Poland. Ta spite of his delicate
canstitution and peiveus disposition,
he generally erjoyed good health, until
he contracted cc.osumpticn in Iaris
when 30 years of age.

The boy'e gerius soer boeame 1pani-
fest, both in the art of ecarpos’ng and
improvising. He wes passicnately
fond of Polish fclk sangs pnd national
dances, and freguently clothcd these
stranze milcdies with their peculiar
rhythms, with such arigioel ond char-
acteristic havrwonies as to give the
complete composition a weird charm,

He first played in public when nine
vears old, when his rendition of a con-
certo by Gyrowetz met with hearty
applause, but the manner in which he
wag received did mot make him vain
of his siecess, and it has been =aid
that when his mother guestioned him
about the concert, he replied, “Oh,
mamma. everybody was looking at my
new collar.”

Al 18 vears of age he was sent to
Berlin, where he had the privilege of
meeling Mendelssohn, Spontini and
other of the great musicians of that
place. Shortly afterwards he went to
Vienna, where he met with much sue-
cess. The encouragement he recelved
from the best artists there stimulated
him in his work, Tt was in 1830¢ that
his great concerto in F Minor was
finiched and performed. Tt was this
year he left Poland, After a few years
travelling he settled down In Paris,
where he lived for the rest of his life.
Amongst his numerous friends in
Paris were Liszt, Rerlioz, Heine, Bal-
zag, Ernst and Meyerbeer,

As a concert player Chopin was not
a great success, his playing, which
produced a soft and delicate tone, was
more suitable for a drawingroom than
a large hall.

Chepin was a prolific composer, his
mazurkas, noeturnes, and polonaises
being reckoned amongst the most
farourite of pianoforte literature of
the day,

Not only did Chopin excel as a com-
poser. but also as a teacher. Wherever
he went he was greatly sought after
by those who were anxicus to obtain
Tessons from him.

Chopin. during the Iast eleven years
of his life, snffered exceedingly, and
in spite of his delicate condition visited
Scotland and England. and gave
numerous concerts. and when he re-
turned to Paris in 1849. it was but to
die. At his funeral, in accardance
with his wish, Mozari's Requiemn was
performed, and he svas burfed close te
Cheruhini and Reltini.

Dr. Rieman puts it that “Chopin was
of a rare poetic nature, as Heine m
words, so did he compose in full, free
tones, nntrammelled by tradition and
recognised forms."

Tn Chopin’s. like the works of all
compnsers, there are certain degrees of
exeellence, some being of pgreater
merit thap others, but in nearly oll of
Cliopin's compositions there is little
which is not beautiful, poette. and full
of the inspiration of a high lorn
genius, Tlanists ave indebled to this
grent 1master for some of the most
origzinal and exquisite pieces ever com-
poxed for their instrument.

SCTIUMAXNN.
Robert Schumann was born at
Zwickau, a wining village in Saxony,

in 1810, and died at Bonn, 1858,

He was the youngest of Sive child-
ren, and the only one of the family
who attained distinction, Hie father
was a bookseller and publisher, his
mother was a doctor’s daughter, and
unfortunately for Robert, was some-
what narrow-minded and provineial in
her education and ideas.

He took his earlier lessons on the
piaue from a teacher named Kuntzch,
with whom he mode scant progress.
Later on he went to Lelpzig, and re-
ceived instruction from the celebraz-
ed Wieck. The master being strict,
and the pupil being self-willed and
obstinate; as may be supposed, les-
sons did not at first always go along
smoothly, Schumann was somewhat
erratic in his musical studies.

in 1828, when 18 years of age, he was
sent to Leipzig to study law. L s re-
lated of him that he meant to attena
the lectures on jurisprudence, and that
bhe made several attempts to do so, buw
never got beyond the door,

After being with Wieck some years
Schumann married one of thai gentle-
man's daunghters, which was fortunate
for him, as the marringe was a happy
one, and his wife greatly assisted him
in all his work. She became one of the
most famous pianisis of the day, and
only recently (1896) she died, at the
ripe age ol 77 years.
quent performer at the principal con-
certs 'on the Condinent, and jn Lon-
don; as an interpreter of her hus-
band’s music she was unrivalled.

Schumann was very absent-minded,
as will be perceived by the following
anecdote:

We have elsewhere spoken of the
growih and culmination of Robert
Schumann’s sad malady. The more
serious phases of this affliction were
preceded by an occasional absence of
mind that sometimes produced ludi-
crous resulis.

A charaeteristic instance of his for-
getfulness occurred when he was once
condueting & rehearsal of Bach's
“Passion Music.” The choir had be-
gun the great opening chorus and
were singing bravely along, when it
was noticed that his beat grew Iess
and less decided and finally stopped
altogether. He then laid down his
baton, rapidly turned over fifty or
sixty pages of the score before him,
and became absorbed in reading a
movement in the second part of the
work. The chorus kept on singing
and Schumann kept on reading, utter-
1y oblivious of what was ‘going on
around him,

After a while he became conscious of
the singing. and finding that what he
heard did not agree in the least with
what he was reading, he stopped the
singers, and cried out to them: “Good
heavens! ladies and gentlemmen, what
on earth are you singing there?”

Towards the end of his life he un-
fortunately showed symptoms of in-
sapity, and in 1854, when but 44 years
of age, while sitting with his physi-
cian and another friend, he suddenly,
without any warning, left the room,
and went to the bridge close by, and
threw himself into the Rhine. He was
rescued, Dhut was found to be quite
insane, He was removed to an asylum
near Bomnn, and died there a few
months later, in Juoly, 1836,

Schumann's compoesitiong are most-
1¥ of a poetical and intellectual charae-
ter, =ometimes blending together
movements of intense fiery passion,
with those of the tenderest conception,
Many of his sinaller pieces are not
only interesting but important, main-
1y as showing the bent of his mind
toward econnecting his music with
more or less definitely conceived
scenes. He was a clever critic, his lite-
rary works rank very high, and may
be read with much prefit.
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Chrisfine Nilsson and the Shah.

Mnapelson, the great impresario,
tells a pood story of Chrisiine Nilssoo
and the Bhah of I’ersin oa the oecasion
of the Inte monavel’s fiist visit to Lon-
don. Mr Mapleson sysi—

Early in the month of July, it was
intimated to me that His M=zjesty the
Shah of Persia would honour the
thentre with his presence. 1 there-
upon set about organising a perform-

She war a fre- .

ance that would give satisfaction both
to my principal artista and to the
Lord Chamberlain, who had charge ot
the arrangements. Two days before
the performance Midme, Nilsson sud-
denly expressed her willingnesas to
eommence the evening with the act of
“La Traviata,” she having ascertained
from the Lord Chamberlain, or some
other high personage (as I afterwards
discovered), that His Majesty the
Shah could only be present from half-
past eight until half-past nine, being
due at the grand ball given by the
(ioldsmitha in the City at about ten
o'clock.

Mdme. Nilseon had ordered, at con-
siderable expense, one of the most
sumpinois dresses I have ever seen,
from Worth, in Paris, in order to por-
tray “Violetta" in the most appro-
priate siyle. On the evening of the
performance His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales arrived punciunally at
hnlf-past eight to assist in reeeiving
the Shah, who did not put in an ap-
pearance; and il was ten minutes to
nine when Sir Michael Costa led off
the opera. 1 shall never forget the
look the fair Swede cast upon the
emply rogyal box, and it was not until
half-past nine, when the act of “La
Favorita” bhad commenced, that His
Majesty arrived. He was particularly
pleased with the ballet I had intro-
duced in the “Favorita.” The Prince
of Wales, with his usnal consideration
and foresight, suggested to me that it
might smooth over the diffienlty in
which he saw clearly I should be placed
on the morrow in connection wwith
Mdme, Nilsson, if she were presented
to the Shah prior to his depatriure.

I thereupon crossed the stage and
went to Mdme. Nilssen's room, inform-
ing her of this. She at once objected,
having already rernoved her magnifl-
cent ‘““T'raviata” toilette and attired
‘herself for the character of “Mignon,”
which consists of a torn old dress al-
most in rags, with bair hanging dis-
hevelled dowm the back, and naked
feet. Adter explaining that it wae o
command swith which she must com-
ply, I persuaded her to put a bold face
on the matter and follow me., I ae-

£32 10/—IPON FRAME COTTAGR
FPIANO
CAN BE PURCHASED ON QUR HIRE
BYRTEM .
AT £1 112 PER MONTH.

LONDON AND BERLIN FPILANO CO.

(W. H. WEBBE, Manager)
SHORTLAND-ET., opposite FPost Office.
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The Children’s
Tea Table.

It is always a pleasure to a
mother to make herchildren’s
tea table inviting. Some do
this by providing fancy cakes
and pastries from the nearest
pastry-cook, but the afters
effects of such fare too often
proclaim its unwholesnme.
pness. Nothiog is more wel-
tome to the children than
pice little scones and simple
cakes freshly baked at home,
aid these can be made very
quickly and easily with the
help of the new Paisley Flour,
made by Brown & Polson, of
Corn Flour fame. No yeast
or baking powder is required,
as Paisley Flour does the
work of raising, and at the
same time improves the fla-
vour and digestibihty of
whatever is baked wnh it,

Brown & Polson’s
Paisley Flour.
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