
PERSONAL NOTES
FROM LONDON

(From Our Special Correspondent.)

LONDON, August 10.

Mr Justice Denniston and Mrs Den-

niston spent another pleasant week in

Glasgow. visiting old scenes, and tak-

ing a run up and down the Clyde.
After staying some days with Miss

Walker, the Judge’s aunt, at Morning-
side in Edinburgh, they left last Wed-
nesday for Aviemore in the High-
lands. They expect to be back again
in London at the end of August, and

then spend a few weeks on the Conti-

nent. The Misses Denniston and their

brother are enjoying themselves thor-

oughly in Plymouth.

Mr Justice Denniston came down

specially for the dinner given by the

English bar to theAmerican bar in the
Middle Temple Hall, and saw almost

all the lights of Bench and Bar as-

sembled. He had Mr Justice Darling
in front of him, and Sir Robert Wright
behind him, and his neighbours were

the two eminent Q.C.’s, Mr R. M. Lit-

tler and Master Mellor. The event

was a unique one and thoroughly ap-

preciated by the New Zealand legal
luminary.

Mr T. J. Brassey, after twenty years’
service in the New Zealand Insurance

Co., has assumed the management of

the company in London. He and Mrs

Brassey are for the present living at

the Langham Hotel. On their way
Home from Australia they spent four

days at Colombo, ten at Calcutta, and

a week at Bombay. Three days before

leaving Bombay Mr Brassey contract-

ed a slight touch of cholera, which

became so bad that he never expected
to reach Aden. Thanks to the assidu-
ous nursing of his wife, however, he

pulled through, and both of them

reached London extremely weak. In

spite of the hot weather they have now

fully recovered.

Mr and Mrs G. E. Tolhurst and Miss

Tolhurst have booked their passages
in the Ophir, which leaves on 14th

September.

The Hon. W. Rolleston and Mrs Rol-

leston, and Dr. and Mrs Parkinson,
will be passengers by the same steam-

er.

Mi- C. La Roche, Auckland, who has

just returned from an enjoyable trip
to Norway, is now off to St. Peters-

burg, and is taking his sister with

him.

Sir Walter Buller has lent to the

S. Kensington Museum the large por-

trait of “Tangi-wai: A Maori Maiden,”
recently painted for him by Herr G.

Lindauer. The museum has placed the

picture, the background of which re-

presents Lake Papaitonga, on view at
the Bethnal Green branch.

The “Daily Chronicle” says: “Sir

Maurice O’Rorke has just set up a re-

cord in the annals of Speakership. He

has been elected for the eighth time

to the chair of the New Zealand House
of Representatives, and has been first

commoner of our most progressive
colony for the long period of twenty-
one years. It was under the Liberal
Premiership of Sir George Grey,
whose remains now rest in St. Paul’s
Cathedral, that Sir Maurice was first

elected Speaker. He had previously
held office as Minister of Lands, and
had acted as chairman of committees
for nine years. He is the son of a Gal-
way clergyman, and a graduate of

Trinity College, Dublin. He emigrated
in his twenty-second year, settled In

New Zealand, was called to the local

Bar, and was returned forty years

ago as member for Onehunga, a town

that earned a brief notoriety in more

recent times by electing a lady as Its

Mayor for one term. It has not re-

peated the experiment. Mrs Yates
ruled with a rod of iron during her

year of office.”

Mr and Mrs T. W. Leys and Miss
Leys left London yesterday for Paris,
Where they remain a fortnight, sub-
sequently going to Germany and

Switzerland. Mr Leys has greatly
benefited by his Scotch and Irish
tours, and Mrs Leys is also much
better.

Mr Charles Williamson of Auckland,
with Mrs Williamson and Miss Wil-
liamson, are going shortly to East-

bourne for some weeks. They do not,
however, intend to stay so long in

England as they first designed. Their

present intention is to make a move

home early in November .

The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and

the Countess of Cadogan (the latter

the most exclusive of great ladies) are

entertaining Mdme. Melba at Dublin
Castle for the Horse Show, the chief
event of the Irish season.

Sir Daniel Cooper’s daughter Eva

has made up her differences with Mr

Hugh Trevanion, whom she divorced

in 1897 “on the usual grounds,” and

the pair were last, week quietly re-

united in holy matrimony. Whilst

parted Mr Trevanion married another

lady, of whose, fate the “Times”
makes no mention. Presumably she

died.

Mr and Mrs Roderick Macrae, of

Ardross. were the recipients of some

handsome presents on the eve of their

departure for New Zealand last

Thursday. Mr Macrae came to Ar-

dross about 13 years ago as keeper to
Sir Greville Smythe. Bart., in whose
service he had been for 17 years.
When it became known to Sir Greville

that Mr Macrae was leaving the coun-

try, he most handsomely testified his

appreciation of Mr Macrae s services

by forwarding him a well-filled

cheque. Mr Macrae's brother keep-
ers likewise testified their regard
similarly. Air Macrae was married
about eleven years ago to Miss Knte

Mackenzie, youngest daughter of the
late Mr John Mackenzie, Baldoon,
Ardross, who is a sister of the Hon.
John Mackenzie, Minister of Lands,
New Zealand,(and also a sister of Pro-

fessor Mackenzie, Wellington, N.Z.

Mr and Mrs G. Shirtcliffe, Dunedin,
after a pleasant voyage in the Moana
and the usual trip through the States,
via Salt Lake City, Chicago and

Buffalo, were fellow passengers with
Mrs Elworthy in the Saxonia. While

Mr Shirtcliffe is engaged on business

for his firm, Messrs A. S. Paterson and

Co., his wife is visiting her relations
in the provinces. At the close of his
business Mr Shirtcliffe hopes to get a

week or two for a. visit to the Paris

Exhibition before leaving in Septem-
ber.

Lord Hopetoun was called from

Homburg to fulfil his duties as Lord

Chamberlain at sorrowing Coburg,
amongst other things having to place
Her Majesty’s wreath on Prince

Alfred’s coffin.

Mr and Mrs James Hay, formerly of

Auckland, returned to town from

Scotland this week, and leave in a few

days for the colony via America.

Mr R. B. Brett, of the “Auckland

Star,” has been elected a member of
the Executive Council of the Institute

of Printers and Kindred Trades of the
British Empire.

I am glad to say- that the specialist
consulted by Mrs W. B.

Common, of Auckland, thinks
that he can afford her re-

lief. Mr and Mrs Common visited

several places of interest in America

on the way over, beginning with San

Francisco, at which place they were

subjected to a medical examination,
owing to the plague in Sydney. Their
tour included Denver, Kansas, Chicago,
Detroit, Buffalo, Toronto, Philadelphia
and New York. In the two latter

citiest the heat was very great, the
temperature being 97deg. in the shade

for some days. The Etruria, in which

they crossed the herring pond, was

crowded with Americans en route for
the Paris Exhibition. After ten days
in London Mr and Mrs Common found

the heat as trying as that of America,
and fled northward to theii- “ain coun-

tree,’.’ where they are now staying with

friends at Gracefield, in Dumfries.
Theyleave Scotland in October for the

Paris Exhibition, and will probably
winter on the Continent.

Dr. and Mrs Chilton leave London

this week to bid Scotland and their
friends there farewell. After a visit
to Dundee they will go as far north

as Inverness, and probably return by
the Caledonian and Crinan Canals.
They have booked their passages out
tn New Zealand in the
Prinz Regent Luitpold, which
leaves on the 29th October. They
will spend a few days at Melbourne
and then work their way up New Zea-
land from the Bluff to Christchurch,
which Dr. Chilton hopes to reach be-

fore the end of the year, and where

he will probably commence practice as

an oculist at the beginning of the

century.

Mr C. H. Burnett, of Wanganui,
leaves on the 16th by the Wakanui
for South Africa, returning to New

Zealand by a subsequent steamer.

During his four months’ stay he has

made an extended tour through Eng-
land and Scotland, and spent last

month in a trip on the Continent,
visiting Belgium, Germany, Switzer-
land, and the Paris Exhibition. He

hopes to spend Christmas in New Zea-

land.

Mr and Mrs J. C. Ponsonby broke

their journey by the Ortona at Mar-

seilles, and before coining on to Lon-

don devoted a fortnight to the. Paris
Exhibition. They have been staying
with relations and friends, and have

only just returned from "Warlies”

Waltham Abbey. Sir Fowell Buxton’s

seat in Essex. They start this week

for Scotland, and mean to go to Ire-

land for the Dublin Horse Show.

Crossing to the Isle of Man. they will

have a look at the English lakes, and

then make a month's tour on the Con-

tinent before joining the Ortona again
at Naples on the 18th of November.

Mr E. Smith and Mr James G. Gil-

bert, the respective superintendents
of the Christchurch and Napier Fire

Brigades, leave on Saturday for Paris

as New Zealand delegates to attend

the Conference and Demonstrations of

Fire Brigades at the Exhibition there.

After leaving New Zealand they visit-

ed Melbourne and Sydney, where they
inspected the chief brigade stations

and witnessed a quick turn-out on the

alarm being given. They were speci-
ally struck with the rapidity and

smartness of the Melbourne Brigade,
and so far have seen nothing better,
although during the week they have

been in London they have been shown

over the chief fire brigade station at

Southwark by second officer Gamble,
and have seen an exhibition drill, as

well as paid visits to different district
stations.

Mr Smith finds that the English and

American fire brigades have rather

boycotted the Exhibition, so that he

does not expect to find them taking
a prominent part in the various com-

petitions.
After they have studied during their

11 or 12 days in Paris ail that is to be

learnt there about fire prevention, the

two delegates intend to make a tour

of Scotland and Ireland and to re-

turn via America, where no

doubt they will pick up the

latest wrinkles in connection with

fire brigades and their appliances.
They expect to be back in New Zea-

land at the end of October or begin-
ning of November.

Miss B. Gibson (Christchurch and

Nelson) has been staying with her
cousins at Blackheath and doing the
lions of London. She is this week on

a brief visit to Miss Todhunter and

Miss A. Todhunter at Sheniey, and

thence goes on to relations in the

provinces. Her brother, Mr F. G. Gib-

son, has successfully passed his

M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.I’. examinations,
and goes in at the end of the year
for his M.B. of the London University.
It will probably be the end of 1901

before he is back in New Zealand
again.

Lieutenant M. M. Gardner of the

Permanent Militia Artillery has ar-

rived in London, having come from

Sydney by the Oceana as far as Mar-
seilles. En route to the Metropolis
overland he spent a day' at the Parts

Exhibition, and after a brief spell in

London he will go down to Ports-
mouth for six months’ training with

the Royal Garrison Artillery. He. will
afterwards go to Woolwich and Shoe-
buryness for the “long course” in gun-
nery. Mr Gardner expects to be in

England for at least eighteen months.

Society Gossip
OUR LONDON LETTER.

LONDON, August 3.

Dear Bee.

Once more I find myself on the verge
of the silly season, with little to write

to you about, except the weather and

weddings.

A SULTRY SUMMER.
We have just emerged from nearly

three weeks of sultry, tropical weather,
in which each successive day was i ke

its predecessor, but more so. For

eighteen days the afternoons averaged
84 degrees, and the nights nearly 60

degrees. On four days the mercury
ran up to 91 or 92. while eleven nights,
eight of them in succession, did not

sink below 60. The night of the 22nd-

23rd kept many people awake, but

limp, for the minimum registered was

67, all but the record, a night in

August, 1893, not going lower than 72

degrees.
I should like those of you who are

told the old, old story that used to be
told to me in the colonies, “They never

have any summer or sunshine in Lon-
don," to have sweltered with me

through those eighteen days with their
ten hours each of brilliant—grilliaut
would be a more appropriate term—-

sunshine. To those of you who live
in Australia, the temperatures may not
seem anything extraordinary, but you
must remember that the muggy, stuffy
atmosphere of Ixmdon on a hot day is

pronounced by all visitors from the

tropical zones far more exhausting
than anything experienced in India or

Australia.
Summer was so long in coming in

that it looked as if we should never

get a chance of wearing our smartest
frocks, but when it suddenly “scorch-
ed" in, there was a regular transfor-
mation sceue. White and figured mus-

lin,a navy silk or cottou foulards, mus-

lin over coloured “slips,” and diaphan-
ous material became ail the rage. Our
skirts were as thin and light as we
could procure, and as for our blouses,
they wore really high evening bodices
of muslins, chiffons, and gauzes, with
low linings, leaving the neck and arms

transparent. Those women blessed
with gracefully rounded arms and
swan-like necks, who in addition un-

derstood the art of keeping cool, show-
ed to the best advantage in the dia-

phanous and dainty fabrics, which
are (thank goodness) both comfort-
able and becoming.

With the men. flannel suits became
quite the tiling, the hatters were rush-
ed for straw hats, one firm alone dis-
posing of over 150,000. In a good
many instances the coachmen and
footmen on smart carriages appeared
in livery crowned by common or gar-
den straw hats, how great a sacrifice
to Sol only those who know the rigour
of the Mede and Persian laws of smart

society can appreciate. Fans became
quite de rigueur, not for us merely,
but for the men as well, and it was

quite a common sight to see not only
portly old gentlemen, but athletic
youths, fanning themselves with all
the airs and graces of a practised co-

quette. The itinerant vendors laid in

• largo supply of cheap pocket Japan-
ese fans mid Chinese pulms, which, iu
r

'■ " the Yellow peril, were soon

Death-dealing and destructive Lyddite

shell

Forms part of modern soldiers' art.

Not os of old when noble warriors fell,
Laid rudely low by spear or dart.

Yet war’s degrading to the human race.

And will not make our lives secure.

Though one can now all dirty weather
faea
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INVITATION CIRCULARS
"AT HOME" CARDS
BALL PROGRAMMES
WEDDING CARDS AND INVITE*
CONCERT AND OTHER TICKETS
PROGRAMMES ON PLAIN AND
FANCY PAPER
CALLING CARDS

ALL THE LATEST STYLES.

MANAGER. "GRAPHIC” OFFICE.

pONSONBY “AT HOMK."

THE JUVENILE PLAIN AND FANCY

DRESS DANCE of the 27th Season will
take place in the HOWSOAHY HALL on

FRIDAY. 28th September.
Tickets may be obtained from Mea-

bers of Committee.
Bus leaves top of Grafton Rd. at 7 o’-

clock. and Choral Hall at 7.15 p.m.

J. R. RICHTER. Hon. Sec.

Care Law Union and Crown Insurance

Company. Garlick's Buildings, Fort-st.
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