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PERSONAL NOTES .
FROM LONDON.

——eeeer
{From Our Special Correspondent.)

LONDON, August 10.

Mr Justice Denniston snd Mra Den-
niston szpent another pleasant week in
Glasgow, visiting vld scenes, and tak-
ing s run mp and down the Clyde,
After staying some dmys with Mias
Walker. the Judge's aunt, at Morning-
.side in Edioburgh, they left laat Wed-
nesday for Aviemore in the High-
landa, They expect to be back aguin
in T.ondon &t the end of August, and
then spend a few weeks on the Centi-
nent. ‘The Misses Denniston and their
brother are enjoying themselves thor-
gughly in IMymouth, . .

Mr Justice Denniston came down
apecially for the dinner given by ihe
Englisll bar o the American bar in the
Middle Temple Hall, and saw almoat
alt the lights ot Beach and llar as-
.Bembled. He had Mr Justice Darling
in froni of him, and Sir Robert Wright
behind him, and hia neighbours were
.the two eminent Q.C.'a, Mr R, M. Lit-
tler and Master Mellor. The event
wis 1 unique one and thoroughly ap-
preciated by the New Zealand legal
luminary.

Mr T. J, Brassey, after twenty years'
service in the New Zealand Insurnnce
Co., hns assumed the management of
;the company in London., He and Mrs
Brassey are for the present living at
the Langham Hotel, On their way
.Home from Australia they spent four
days at Colombo, ten at Caleutta, and
8 week at Bombay. Three days before
leaving Bombay Mr Brassey coatract-
ed a slight. touch of cholera, which
.became so bad that he never expected
to reach Aden. Thanks to the assidu-
ous nursing of his wife, howerver, he
pulled through, and both of them
reached London extremely weak, In
spite of the hot weather they have now
Jully recovered.

. Mr and Mra G. E Tolhurat and Miss
.Tolburst have booked their passagea
in the Ophkir, which leaves on 14th
.Beptember, .

The Hon, W, Bolleston and Mrs Rol-
leston, and Dv. and Mrs Parkinson,
will be passengers by the same stetm-

Mr C. La Roche, Auckland, who has

" just returned from am enjoyable trip

10 Norway, i now off to 3t. Peters-

::urg'. end is taking his mister with
10,

Bir Walter Buller has lent to the
B. Kensington Museum the large por-
trait of “Tangi-wai: A Maori Maiden,”
recently painted for him by Herr G.
Lindauer, . The museum has placed the
picture, the background of which re-

ts Lake Papaitonga, on view at
the Bethnal Green branch.

Thke “Daily Chroniele” soyms: ‘Bir
Manrice O'Rorke has just set up a re-
¢ord in the annals of Speakership, He
has been elected for the eighih time
to the chair of the New Zealand Housze
of Representatives, and has been first
commoner of our most progressive
¢olony for the long period of twenty-
one years. It was ubder the Liberal
FPremiership of Bir Geerge Grey,
whose remains now rest in 5t. Paal’s
Cathedral, that Sir Maurice was flrst
elected Speaker. He had previously
held office as Minister of Lands, and
had acted as chairman of committees
for nine years. Me is the son of a Gal-

-way clergyman, and a graduate of
Trinity College, Dublin. He emigrated
in his twenty-second year, settled in
New Zealand, was called to the local
Bar, and wae returned forty years
ago as member for Onebhunga, a town

- that earned a brief noloriety in more
recent times by electing a lady as its
Mayor for one term. It has not re-
peated the experiment. Mra Yatea
raled with a rod of irem during her
year of office,”

'

Mr and Mreg T. W. Leys and Misg
Leys left London yesterday for Paris,
whers they remain a fortaight, sub-
sequently going to Germany and
Bwitzeriand, Mr Leys has greatl
benefited by his Bcotch and Irish
tours, amd Mrs Leys iz also mnoch
batter.

,  Mr Chatles Willamaon of Auckland,
. with Mry WHHamson end Miss Wi-
. llamson, are golng shortly to Eant-
bourne for some weeka. ey do not,
however, intend to wtsy wo long in

Engiend an they first deaigned. Their
present intention ia ta make s move
home early in November .,

The Lord Lieuienant of Ireland and
tha Countesa of Cadogmn (the latter
the most exclusive of great ladiea) are
enteriaining Mdme., Melba st Dublin
Castle for the Horse Show, the chief
event of the Irish season.

Bir Daniel Cooper’s daughter Eva
has made up her differences with Mr
Hugh Trevanion, whom she divorced
in 1897 “on the usual grounds” and
the pair were last week quietly re-
united in holy matrimony. Whilst

ed Mr Trevanion married another
ady, of whose fate the “Times™
makes no mention. Presumably she
died.

Mr and Mrs Roderick Macrae, of
Ardross, were the recipients of some
handsome presents on the eve of their
departure for New Zenland Ilast
Thurrdny. Mr Macrae came to Ar-
dross abour 12 years agce as keeper to
Bir Greville Smythe, Hart,, in whore
gervice he had been for 17 yenra
When it became knawn to Sir Greville
thnt Mr Muacrae was leaving the coun-
try, he most hamilsomely testified his
appreciation of Mr M:icrae's services
by forwarding him a well-Alled

cheque. Mr Macrne's brother keep-
ers  likewise testified their regard
similarly. Mr Macrue was married

about eleven years npo to Miss Kate
Mackenzie, youngest daughter of the
late Mr John Mackensie, Buldoon,
Ardross, who is a sister of the Hon,
John Mnckenzie, Minister of ILands,
New Zealand,land alsa 4 gister of Pro-
fessor Mackenzie, Wellington, N.Z.

Mr and Mrs G. Shirieliffe, Dunedio,
after a pleasant voyuge in the Moana
and the usual trip ttrough the States,
via Salt Tuoke City, Chicago and
Buffalo, were fellow passengers with
Mrs Elworthy in the Saxonia, While
Mr Shirteliffe is engaged on business
for his firm, Messrs A. . Paterson and
Co., his wife is visiting her relatioum
in the provinces. At the cloge of hils
business Mr Shirtcliffe hopes to get a
week or two for a visit to the Paris
Exhibition before leaving in Septem-
ber. .-

Lord Hopetoun was
Homburg to fulfil his duties as Lord
Chamberlain. at sorrowing Coburg,
amongst other thinga harving to place
Her Majesty's wreath on Prinee
Alfred’s enffin. ’

called from

Mr and Mrs Jamez Hay, formerly of
Auckland, returned to town from
Scotland this week, and lenve in a few
dayy for the colony vis America.

Mr R. H. Brett, of the “Auckland
Star,” has been elected o member of
the Executive Council of the Institute
of Printers and Kindred Trades af the
British Empire,

I am plad to say that the epecialist

comsulted by Mry W, B.
Commen, of Avckland, thinka
that be can afford ‘her re
lief. Mr and Mms Common rvisited

several places of interest in Americe
on the way over, beginning with San
¥rancisco, at which place they were
rubjected to a medical examination,
owing to the plague in Bydney. Their
tour iacluded Denver, Eanear, Chicagn,
Detroit, Huffalo, Toronto, Philadelphia
and New York. In the two latter
citiest the heat wos very great, the
temperature being 97deg. in the shade
for some days. The Etruria, in whilch
they crossed the herring pomd, wna
crowded with Americans en route for
the I’aris Kxhibition. After ten days
in Lendon Mr and Mres Commen found
the hent s trying as that of America,
and fled northward to their "ain coun-
tree,” where they are now staying with
friends at Gracefleld, in Duomfries.
They leave Scotland in October for tha
Paris Exhibition, and will probably
winter on the Continent.

Dr. and Mrs Chilton lenve London
this week to bid Bcotland and their
friends there farewell. Afler a visit
to Dundea they will ns far north
an [nverness, and probebly rsturn by,
the Colsdonian and Crinen Canals,
They have baoked thelr passages cut
to New Zealand in tha
Prinz Begent Luitpeld, which
leavea on the £28th October., They
will spand w» few daym at Melbouruo
and then work their way up New Zea.
land from the Bluff to Christchurch,
which Dr. Chilton hopes to reach be-
fore the end of the year, and whera

he will probably commenes practice as
an oculist st the begionieg of tha
oontury.

Mr €. H. Burneti, of Wapganuj,
leavea oo the 16th by ths Walkanul
for South Africs, returniog to New
Zealand by s aubseguent steamer.
During his four months’ stay be has
made an extended tour through Eng-
land and Scotland, snd speat laxt
month in a trip on the Coutinent,
vigiting Belgium, Germaay, Switzer
land, and the Paris Exhibition. He
hopes to spend Christmas in New Zea-
land. . P

Mr nod Mrs J. C. Ponsonhy broke
their journey by the Oriona at Mar-
seilles, and before coming aw to Lon-
don devoted a fortnight to the l'aria
Exhibition, They huve Iwen staying
with relationa end friends, and have
only just returned from “Warlies”
Waltham Abbey. Sir Fowell Buxton's
seat in Essex. They atart this week
for Scotland. and mean to go to Ire
land for the Dublin Tlorse Show.
Crogsing ta the Isle of Mun, they wiil
have a look at the English lukes, and
then make & month’s tour on the Con-
tinent before joining the Ortona again
at Naples on the 13th of November.

Mr E. Smith and Nr James G. Gik
bert, the respective superintendents
of the Christchurch and Napier Fire
Lirigades, lcave on Batucdsy for I'aria
as New Zealand delegates to attend
the Conference and lemonsirations of
Fire Drigades ai the Kxhibition there.
After leaving New Zenland they visit-
ed Melbourne and 8yduey, where they
inspectedd the chief brigade stations
and witnessed a quick turn-cut on the
alarm Leing given. They were speci-
ally struck with the rapidity and
smatrtness of the Jelbourne l!rig‘nde.
and so far have reen nothing better,
althouph during the week thcy have
been in London they have been shown
over the chie! fire brignde station a$
Southwark by second officer Gamble,
and have seen an exhibition drill. as
well a8 paid visita to different district
stations.

Mr Smith finds that the English and

American fire bripndes have rather
boycotted the Kxhibition, so that he
does not expect to find themn taking
& prominent part in the various com-
petitions. .
. After they have studird durirg their
11 or 12 days in I"aris all that i3 to be
learnt there about fire prevention, the
two delegates intend to make a tour
of Beotland and Ireland and to re-
turn via America, where noe
doubt they will pick wup the
latest wrinkles in conmection  with
flre brigades and their appliances.
They expect to be buck in New Zea-
land at the end of (etober or begin-
ning of November.

Miss B. Gibson (Christchurch aad
Nelson} has been staying with her
cousind at Blackbeath and doing the
lions of London. She iz this week on
a brief visit to Migs Todbunter and
Miss A, Todhunter at Shenley, and
thence goes on to relationa in the

provioces, Her brother, AMr F, G, Gib-
son, has successfully passed This
MRCS. and LRCJP. examinations,

and goed in at the end of the year
for his M.B. of the London University.
It will probably be the end of 1201
betore he is Luck In New Zealand
again, .

Lieutenant M. M. Gardner of the
Permanent Militia Artillery hax ar-
rived in London, having coms from
Sydney by the Oceapa as for as Mar-
peilles. En Toute to the Metropolin
overland he spent o day at the Parix
Exhibitlon, and after & Lrlef spell in
london he will go down to Ports-
mouth for six months’ traiming with
the Royal Garrison Artillery. Iie will
afterwards go t¢ Woolwich and Shoe-
buryness for the "long course” in gun-
nery, Mr Gardoer expects to be in
England for ot least cighteen months.

Penth-dealing mnd destructlva Lyddite
shell

Forms part of modern soldiers’ art,

Not as of old whem noble warrlors fall,
Iald rudely low by apear or dart

Yot war's dagrading to the human race,

And will not maks our lves sscyre,

'nm‘-m one can mow all dirty wenther
ade N

Oy taking Woods' Great - —org, -

e
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ANVITATION CIRCULARA
“AT FIOMKE”

ALLING C.
ALL TIE LATEST BETYLEA

MANAGER, “"GRAPHIC* OFFICH,

PONSONBY AT HOMR™
THE JUVENILE PLAIN AND FANCY
MESE DANCHE of the 2ith Beason wll

take place in the PUNIUNDY HALL oa

FRIDAY, Bth Beunlember.

Tickets may ba obtoined from Mem-
bers of Cammlttea.
Rus leaves iopn of Graften Rd. at T o'-

¢lock, and Choral Hall at 7.15 p.m.

J. R. RICHTHR, Hon. Bee.
Curer Taw Uolen and Crown lngorance
Company, Garlick’'s Huildings, Fort-st.

Soctety Sossip
CUR LONDON LETTER.

LONDON, Auguat .

Dear Bee,

Onre more [ find myself on the verge
of the ailly season, with little to write
to yau abaurt, except the wenther and
weddings. -

A SBULTRY SUMMER.

We have just emerged from neurly
three weeka of sultry, tropical wenthker,
in which ench sucecessive duy was l'ke
ita predecessor, but more so. For
eighteen duys the afterncons averaged
84 degrees, and the nights nearly 60
degrees. On Zour days the mercury
ran up to 81 or 9%, while eleven nighta,
elght ot them in ruccession, did not
siok below 60. The night of the 22ud-
2ird kept many peopla awake, but
limp, for the minimum registered was
87, all but the record, a pight im
Angust, 1893, not going lower than 78
degreea,

I should like thoss of you wha are
told the old, old story that used to be
told to me in the colonies, “They never
have any suimnmer or aunshine in Loa-
don,” to huve sBweltered with me
through those sighteen days with thefr
tea hours esch of brilliant—grilliant
would be a more appropriate term—
sunshine. 'To these of you wha live
in Australia, the temiperatures may not
seem anything extraordinary, but you
must remember that the muggy, stufly
atmasphere of London on a hot day is
pronounced by all visitors from the
tropical zones far more exhausting
than anything experienced in India ar
Ausiraliu.

Bummer wis wo long in coming in
that it locked as if we should never
get a chanee of wearing our amarteat
frocks, but when it suddenly “'scerch-
ed"” in, there wos & re~ular transfor-
mation scene. White and figured mug-
lin,s navy silk or cotton foulards, mus-
lin over caloured “slips,” and diaphan-
ons meteriul became all the rage. Qur
akirts were as thin and light as we
¢auld procure, and as for our blouses,
they were renlly high evening bodices
of musling, ¢hiffons, and gauzes, with
low liniogs, leaving the neck and arma
trangparent. ‘l'hose women blessed
with grocefully rouaded arms and
awaen-like pecks, whe in addition un-
dersiood the art of keeping cool, show-
ed to the best advantage in the dia-
phanous and dointy fabrics, which
are (thapk goodness) both comfart-
able and becoming.

With the men, flanpel suits becune
guite the thing, the hatlers were rush-
ed for struw hats, one firm alope dis-
posing of over 150,000, Tn a good
many instances the coachmen nod
footmen on wmart carrieges appeared
in lvery crowned by eommon or gar-
den straw hats, hew great s sacrifics
to 8ol only those who know the rigauc
of tho Mede nod Pervian laws of smart
soclety can appreciate. Fang becama
guita de rigueur, mot for us merely,
but for the men as well, and it wan
quite & common might to see not only
portly old gontlamen, but athletia
Youtbs, funning themselvea with all
the alrs and graces of a practised co-
quetie. The itinernnk vendors laid in
& large aupply of cheap pocket Jupam-
ese {itne nnd Chinese palms, which, in
o " the Yellaw peril. were asoa




