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The Mad Private on the Transport.
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“Will Mise Kingsley go and gee Mr.
Richardsuon as soon as you come in.
He wanis to see you immediately.™

“Goml mworoing, Miss Kingaley,”™
wand my chief, as I walked into his
supclum to see what was wanted of
me. " Iihave got a very unususl com-
misuion for you. As you are aware,
the war which has for so lang been
foreseen rs inevitable hus at last been
declared by the Transvaal. Will you
g0 out ax our war correspondent?

The editor was a man of few words,
and wiited to see how I should tuke
his sugyrestion, It was certainly start-
ling, and Bo unexpected that for the
minute it quite took my breath away.
1 4lid not hesitate long, however, for
here was  a  gloricus  opportunity
for distinction—an opportunity
which had previously been
accorded to me during the four years
1 had acted as inteTviewer and g:-m'rul
writer for the “Morning Mail®

“Certainly 1 will go, Mr Richard-
son,” [ replied.

“Oh; you need not decide in that
hurried wanner. Juost think the mat-
ter over for a bit. It will prove a
perilous undertaking.  You will eon-
stuntly be confronted with unexpected
dungers, and, of course, I ahould not
wishh you te go if you have auy hesit-
ancy about the matter or any private
reasons for not wanting ta go. Let
me have your decision to-morrow.”

Mr Lichardson brgan to look over
his papers, and taking this as a niat
that he wished to Jet ithe matter rest
un the next day, 1 guletly withdrew,

“Forrah! IIurrn]l"’ 1 shouied in
the cxuberance of my joy, us I burst
into my own room and, to the intense
astonishment and alarm of the office
Wwoy, who bhappened to enme in at that
moment, [ gaily waltzed round aud
roand the room. .

Here was the chance to moake a
namne, to ereate journalistic coups, and
otherwise make myself famous. It
certainly was a startling ianovation
for 2 newspaper to send a lady corres-
pondent to the fromt, and this lueky
idea of the editor's was going to ad-
vertise the "Morning Mail.” I wonld
see to that,

I am afraid yon
me rather vaneeited,
woulin't you be too?

The next duy 1| farmally nccepted
the invitation. [ will pass-aver the
days of execitement which fell to my
lot from this time until the day of my
sailing. It was a round of dinners,
fetes, presentations, and hurried pre-
parations, for me. And, indeed, even
now I have but a hazy recallection of
all that huppeped during that busy
time.

It will be necessary for me here to
explain a little of my family history in
order that the reader may be able to
unilerstand how I came to participate
in the adventure swhich I am about to
relate. My father is colonel of the 1st
Hlankshire Fusiliers—one of the first
regiments ordered te the front—and
1 have practicallv been born and bred
in the midst of mi ¥ surroundings.
When a little c¢hild ~my mother had
Gied shortly after L wnas born—I had
been the pet of the regiment, and as
8 yvoung auteeralie ruler in the bar-
racks, had commandeered, to use a
popular expression, both officers andd
men as ebedient and <devoted servants.

Sinee that time, however, I had been
edueated "in France, returned Lame,
thuugh on a slightly different footing.
aml had left again to eome to Lendon,
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S morning,

where, 1through the inBuence of some
friends of wy father's, I had been
enabled tu realise a much cherished
smbition of mive, and had becoms a
journalist. Though very wmuch against
the wikhies of my futher, 1 had deter-
mined to try and earn my own living,
and had succeeded moderately well.
My futher’s position enabled me te
have exceptional privileges, and to my
great joy he mupaged to get permis-
sion for me to po over by the transport
Arasita, in which his regiment was
Bsiling for the front. 1 wus rather a
gooul sailor, amd soon made myself ot
home on the boat, my father and the

other attivers doing ull  they
uould to make me happy
ancek comfortabie, Reing of a

rather inquisitive turn of miml, it was
not loug bLefore I had niule myself
familiar with every part of the boar,
and under the tutelege of Licutenant
K. Cunningham—who was knowu to
the feminive portion of the military
virete at home us the hest Jooking man
in the regiment, and spoken of in
theit bouduirs as “Mandsome Dick”—
rapidly acquired a complete  kuoew-
Jedge of the men, wrms, and ammunis
tion which were being ¢arried (o Lhe
seut of war by our transport.

We had becu out al sew 3 weeld when
one morning, as [ was parading up
arnel down the deck with my futher, tne
captain of the vessel came up to us.
is fuce showed that he was puszzled.

“You will excuse mie,” he said, how-

ing to me, and then turuing to my
fauther he went on: “There i3 some-
thing shout which [ should like to

eonsult yao for a few minutes if you
would kindly aecompany nie to iy
cabin.”

“Certainly,” my father replied,
they went awany together.

Seeing that 1 was alone, Lieutenant
Cunpingham joined me. and, in enter-
ing inte an  animated conversatian
wille him f had spon forgottentheiather
unusuil revpuest of the captain’s, aud
thought  little of the fact that
my [ather did not retuim. Going down
to my cabin alfter dinner that even-
ing, | sat down to pen my first article
for the “ Morning Mail,” as its Spe-
¢ial Correspondent, on the subject of
“Life on DBoard a Transpor(.” and
by the time T had finished this 18 was
getting on for the carly hours of tho
but feeling very much dis-
inelined to sleep, ! determined to take
a turn round on deck, and, throwing
a heuvy rhawl over my shoulders, as a
protection Trom chill, went up to have
a solitary promuenade.

The moon way shining br
though at times obzcured hy p
clonds, and so 1 only eaught oo
al glinvpses of the offiver in charge on
the bridge. 1 was glad of the oppor-
tunity for a solitary ramble, awmd, as
T gratefully inhaled the cool fresh
brecses. 1 fell to musing on ihe pos-
sible dungers that were 1o he ean-
fronted when we rend oot destina-
tion. While thus meditating I had
Teen strolling along without paving
any attention to wihere I was going,
amd wus only reealled to myself Ly
bumping somewhat vielently agninss
the eentry who was on duty 'l)v Lhe
coThPLnion way.

T uttererd a laughing apalogy and
wis alent te pass on, when the man
said 1n me:

* IIxense me, mics, bnt can you sex
what thai is over there? ”

Ho pointed away across the wntes,

and

aml T natuvally aeil round in the
dircetion he indiented to sce what
hod attracted his attention, As T did

sn the sentry must have siwhlenly hut
qnictly plared-hi= rifte upon the deels
far with a soddem spring forward he
had one hand at my theaat and the
cther elapped over my mouth, slowly
but surely, despite my stroggles, fore-
ing me ta the deck.

The nnexperted and nnproveled as-

“spult was =o startling in its sodden-

ness that for the moment T conld nat
understand what had happeoed, but
a planee at the man's face as T stroo.
gl with him speedily  enlichitened
me. The look of fiendish ervueltv and
cunning conld only have hern the ex-
pression of A manipe—the sentry hal
pone mml!

Tn less time than it takes to wrile

“half dead with frigrht and almost pa-

lysed with the deead of what waw

. going to happen, I found my nrma

tiphtly piniened and & gng throst
inte my wmouth,

“So yon wauld mseek to betray me,
eurce you! " ha nuitered. “Huot wa
Fholl see. Von wore nut. qulte pmavh
wnough thia time”

I wos now in & seiiunconscious
condition, und thought bbat wy lust
moment had purely cume. What he
thought 1 had done or who he
thought I wus it ia iinpossible to tell,
but picking me up in his grus as if I
had becu o mere fenther-weight, the
mad soldier carriedd me down the com-
panion-\‘my 10 the Jdeserted anloon,
where he quickly amd seecurely fasi-
ened me to a xent with a eoil of ropoe
which was Iying on the grouml.

“Ha, f 7 he muttereet, as he peerss
e into my face in the aimost total
darkness of the saloon, with ita ono
dim light, "So you woull all go to
heip to kill and mumier my country-
men, the Boers.  But | will prru'nt it,
You foumd ont my 71 siony and
thought to thwart me, 1 will have
my revenge. Not oone of you shuil
ever reach Cape Town—1 s going to
fire the bLoat!™

With this awful threat the madwan
Teft e, evidently bent on executiug
hiy terrible purpose.

I shal? never forget the hour that
follewed, my agoeny of mind was so in-
tense, Mere was [ Ixing bouml aucd
helpless in pas: on'of the knowled e
that over 500 wen who were peacefully
sleeping that night on board the trans-
griowere in danger of their lves! The
cunning  of  the madman wouwid
huve helped the sentry fto find his
y unperceived into the hold. 1f he
W not preventsd by i wmereilnl Pro-
videnee from letti the fire ouee get

=

a hold of the ship, at amy moment it
might veacl the ammunition stored
below, aul fhien—the awful thought
of the fate of all aboard was so ap-
palling that [ think [ wmust have
fainted.

When T enme to, someone was bath-
ing my temyples with cold waler.

fAlies Wiugslew—Miss Kingsley!
Tell us what has happened,” T dimly
heard Licut, Cnnninglam g ner. ancl
his voice satnnled a long way off to my
ear, 1 for the mament | was tno stu-
peticd to move. Then the recalleetion
of the imadman’s threal eame ek to
my mind with alarming rapility, and
I stenpeledl ta my feet. onty to be
gently replaced on the setiee,

“Phe wentry! the sentuvy I shouted
wildly., “We must fidd him at onee™
And U struggled once more to get on te
my feet.

“Io try aud
IWingrsley,” he said,
Las happened.”

But ura=zhing hime on ane  side, [
rushed on deck inta the arms of my
father, who had been told of myp
strange predicament, awd was hoarey
iug down to sve what was the matter.

A few steyn words from him were
wonderfully eflicacious Tw guicling we,
and as soon as he geasped the fult
meaning of my horriedexplaontion, fhe
anxious  pareat t oncee bBecame the
stern man of discipline awd ilitary
preeizion, and in-a few brief. harsh
words of command ‘he had called the
wateh o deek and the one or twao sol-
diers who were on sentry duty to at-
teuntion.

With searcely a moment™s delay the
cuptain was sent for, and he speedily
organised a_ party {o search for the
missing modman.

For some time the
availing, nor were
show thar the incemdiary had com-
mueneed his work,  Indeed, 7 it had
not Leen for the fact that 1 had been
found gagged andg bownd, they woule
have thotight that my imagination had
run riot. or trut my story had been the
resulb of u delivium.

After a seareh that could not have
lasted more thian teu minutes, al-
though it secied hours ta me, the
waoritt wos passed along that the mued-
man huad been fooud- fonnd with hils
neck brolken gt the bortom of the hold,
with a bhox of silewt mateliesain pne
hand and o ean of parallin tightly elut-
ched in the othe The by was
brought up in silence, gl preseiiol
ghastly appearinec. The methwd by
which bhe had met his fate swas appar-
ent, In his bling haste tn wreek tha
vessel he miust have stealthily crept
below, but in getting te the held Trom
the inwer deck muost have miksedd his
foating on the steps and heen pitehed
headlong below,

The docfur gave me u strong seda=
tive, und [ was hurrivd down to my
eulin,  Withont tronbling ta undress
I lay dow, and ind few minoles’
nrust have been inowcberp aned penceful
slamber, far 1 rememnber nothing more
until L awoke liste the next afternovoen.

I'he rest of the stury was tald ta me
during the evening hy my futlier. Tho
:nmlmun was pr:uhn‘nll\ i recrait. it
at hik earnest wish hod been ineloded
in his eompuny - his wish hoviog heen
more. readily grantel, as nt the Inst
monient seine FHe iy had bern exper-
teneed In making up the full emuiple-
ment of mew. Me bud gone by ihe

vonrsell, AMiss
tebl e what

caln
~add

seirell wils un-

there any signs to -

name of John Morgan in the regiment,
but none of the men seeuwied to khoow
wny thing wbout Lim, for he would
make friewds with no oue. Therce cam
Ins diitle dorlst that he wus not guite
aane, and the excitement of guing ta
war must have conapletely turncd

his Lrain, ]
It woulll appear that on the evening
of my udventlure he was not supposed
to Im: on duty, and i I3 remarkabla
that ke manuped to escape the nolice
ol everyone. He must have hiddem
down in the saloon after it was vie=
ated, and when he bheard my footsteps
musat have quictly rashed on deck and
stoed et aitention, and es I passed, fuy-
ourcil hy a heavy cloud darkening tha
Imoan, had varried out what wus evis
dently a preconceived plun. 8o gquiefl
Al steslthy laul been his nctions thak
neither the men af the wateh or tha
sentrics had heard or natived nnything
amiss, !
Lavkily it so happened for me thaf
the licutennat, who had been playing
cards with three of thwe other officers,
remeimberesd e had lefr soma
of Liv in the saloon, aml goa-
to vecover theom, to his ine

ing 1he

tense anukzement fouud me bounid,
guamed, and senseloss,  The startlivg
denouement Ly already bern told,

Curiowsly enaugh, it wus with re,
ta the man Morgun that the cap
of the tranaspert had reguested oopel-
yate couver~ation with my futher thay

morning. One of the semnen hagl ob-
seeved him aeting onee or twie

very curions manner, and had reportal
the martep to the captaiun.
The Tty of the unfortunate man
hidd been guietly consipned to a wal-
ery orave durving the night, and al-
thowelr rhe teuve stary was but imper-
feetly kuown to any bur the few
dievs ang sailors who parcticipated in
the bunt for 1he mdman, my dramntie
experiener he e quite a uine & i)s
wouder ou board the transport,
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Ves. unly a cnl:l—helvy head-
acke, shlvering, sneezing, tull-
ness In the nostrils, feverishe-
ness, are the symptoms. But
Jdo not neglect it. Neglected
coughs and colds briog on
branclitis, pnevmonia, pleuriay.
consumptlon. causing in the
earlier stazes cutting pains and °
oppression on the chest, hot, dry
skin, Ptody-aches,
sho-,' That

‘

exhaustion,
and jerky breath.

03, WILLIAFY PIRK PILLS

used according to the directions
thatrome with them, havecured
coughs and colds, bronachitis,
preumaonia, consumption and
lung conrplaiots,
26,000 testimounials
from the gratefu! public.
Amongat others Dr.
Williams’ Plak Piils : a

CURED THIS MAN.

Mr. Thowns Colliigs,
nuond, N.7., writes:—"Soma time
ago I waz sttucknd by e clight cold
which I oeglacted. This brought on
iuflnenzn, branchifie, and nsthma.
I rould not slwp nb nighte For
virlent fits of coughiny, I suffered
greatiy from exhaustion zod peios.
and oppreasion on my chesi. Phyd-
ciuns treated me, but 1 wos not
curod. Thon I commenced Dr.
Williams” Pick Pills, and boefore long
received great hemefit, Now I Rm
Dbuetler ia Denlth thay ever. Severul
of wy neighbewrs have wsed them
with the greatest suceess; tho" nra
inenlusble for umy complamt.l

is proved by
received
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' ['uk Phila, by thelr tonic
|0 rrd rerees, mleo onrs
Lt b, new.lnn.
min, dubillty,
ha n MeMoing Cu,
Wallh:gton, o 16,9 umn: fras),
and by clewuiis suk storskeope.
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