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tion, 1 understand), and don’t sak the
yirl for more than she can be expected
to promise at present. Unlesa [ am
much mistaken, she may be expected
to aceept you, and before you have
been married a mooibh she will be as
devoted to you as you can desire, It
is a mere question of not being too
proud or teo humble—whichever you
like to ¢all it—this evening.”

*1 am afraid ! must be one or the
other, for L don't feel at all tempted
to take your advice,” said Jack.

“I'hen the impossible Auvstriun will
semehow or other be converted Inte
pussibility, that's all. 1 have koowd
Mary Hamilton for many years and 1
can gauge the length of her foot to a
nicety. She will give in, not because
uhe believes that it will be for her
daughter's happiness—which it wan't
——to marry a toreigner whose people
ure¢ pretly certain to objeect to the
match, but because she has never been
able to deny the gicl anything without
providing some equivalent. You sre
more than an equivalent. You know
you are, and so rdoes she, and so, in
due senson, will Iaphne. Only I sus-
pect that there ix no time to be lost.
You had better, as [ told you just now,
assume that this is your last chaoce.
FE you let it slip I believe, upon my
honoir and conscience, that you will
be gelfish ax well as foolish. These are
words of wisdom and truth. Fonder
them during dinner.” N

He pondered them during dinner,
which accounted for a taciturnity on
hig part somewhat provokiog to the
ludy of the house. Mrs Bingham's
counsel wius, of course, based upon in-
wutficient knowledge of the case. Yet
there wus, or there might be, some-
thinyr in it. In the ahstract, Daphne
would doubtless do better for herself
Iy espousing an English gentleman
whg adored her than by linking her-
fortunes with those of a rather flighty
voungr Austrian, whose uncle would
very probably evince displeasure by
keeping him on short commong, Per-
haps, too—though this was a little
difficult to admit he could without
treachery to Otta ascertain the girl's
own views. Perhaps he would neither
injure her nor anybody else by avow-
ing that he loved her.

Every Fucitity  for making tha(
avownl wuas, 11 need seavcely be said,
granted to him. The grand pianc in
the back drawing-room, at which
Thaphne seated herself Inter in  the
evening, was capable of dominating
any conversution that might be held in
its meighbanrheod, and, to make uas-
surance doubly sure, Mrs Hamilton
and Mrs BHingham went off to the for.
mer's bedroom for the ostensible pur-
pose of inspecting certain newly-pnr-
chased articles of apparel. Thereupon
Daphne ceased playing. while her com-
panion, with abrupt prowptitade
camne to the point.

“I shouldnt wonder if you knew,”
he beyan, “why your mother asked me
to dine tonight.'”

She lauphed apologetically. “I am
afraid I do. Poor maother! It is
rather ridiculons, isn't it?  Kiodly

meant, though.”

Rather ridiculaus! Well, yes; inas-
much as she pronounced it ridiculous,
it inevitably became so. Nevertheless,
he could not, now that he had made a
start, choose but persevere.

“Whatever il may be.” said he, “it i=
a thing to he taken seriously, You
don't know, but 1 want you Lo know.
that I should have asked you to marry
me long ago if 1 hado’t seen that there
wasn't the faintest hope of yonr ac-
vepting me.” What T want to say now
i that here I am, and here—in n
metaphorieal sense—T shall always be.
There is no need to tell me that you
den’i eare for me as T eare for you: I
am very well aware of that, und Mrs
ingham ix of opinion that it deesn't
matter. Personally, 1 should hove
thought thai it did; but—"

“Oh, but yvou know it does!™ ex-
clwimed Taphne. I quite understand
why you are making me this offer, and
[ am graieful to you for your gener-
onity, and it is possible—T don't say
it is likely, still it is just possible—that
I might hesitute, but for the one abso-
Iutely Fatul objection that you know
of—which is Lhut 1 care for somebody
elre."

o whom also theee nre vertsln ob-
jections. Not necesgarily fatsl ones,
1 nalmit.”

"“{Jh, they are futal. T have been
thinking them aver, and T see that they
must be, nnd ought to bhe, fatul, nu!-
withstunding wmy poor dear mother’s
reluctant wavering, which wua quite
as evident to me ss it was to you and
him yesterday. That only menns that
she can‘t beat to break my heart. Tul

she won't break my heart, and I should
nevey forgive myself if I were to break
hern by marrying the son of a man
whom she is persuaded that my father
murdered,”

The survival of Herr von Pardowltz
remained a secret to Daphne, then.
‘This did not surprise Juck, who was
cognizant of reasons for her having
beeu kept in ignorance; but he deemed
himself entitled to say:

“Setting that aside, other objection=
exist. The difference of nationalily
and religion, for one; the not improh-
asble hostility of old Count von Kah-
lenburg, for anather,” -

Tiphne dismizsed these with a wave
of her hand. “They are nothing! they
don’t countl™

“As little, T suppose, as my love for
you; though perhaps that might count,
some day, for what it is worth. It has,
. think, a sort of value ar & pis-aller.
At any rate, ar T told yon just now,
here it will always be, reasdy for you
to fall back upon. aud entirely, unre-
servedly, at your service!

“Captuin  Clough,” said Duphne
gravely. “I don’t like you to muke
such statements, It sounds odious of
me to say that they are not true, when
You are makiog them, as | firmly be-
licve you are, out of pure kindness snd
a wish to spare me other trouhbles
whick you foresee; but don’t yom
understand that [ should be much
more unhappy than 1 am if T thought
that they were true?”

Jack smiled, “Let ws nssume that
they are false then. From the mo-
ment that they make you unnhappy.
they lose their raison d° etre™

“Didn’t T lell you sol!™ eried the girl
trimmphbantly. “Of course you only
wunted to provide me with a leop-
hole, and though it stands to reason
that T ean't accept, I don't appreciate
Your extraordibary disinterestednesxs
any the less. But for a minute yon
really frightened me!™
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“Tiid 17 Well, at the risk of fright- BUCCESHES,
ening you agsin, T musi repeat that 189719,
if ever you should feel the need of auch
a2 person as a devoted husband, who ¥our Roys, Senior

labours under the disadvaniage of not
being Gito von Kahlenburg, you wiT
find him in my skin. That, nt all
events, s a true statement, and T don™t
sve why it shonld be considered either
an alarming or u disinterested one.”

“Thank you,” nnswered Daphne hesi-
tutingly; “but you see—T rhall never
feel the need of such a peraon.”

“Who knows? Tt iz most unlikely
thut yan ever will, 1though., And as
for your mother’s wavering, let nn
just say that, in my humble cpinion.
she does welt to waver. No sane hu-
wian being could suppose that ¥
father was really a murderer; so It is
to be hoped, and T believe it may be
expected, that she will shake off that
delusion,”

If Mrs Elamilton had believed or ex-
pected that Jack Clough would sue-
ceed in the forlorn hape which he had
heen invited to undertake, hig precipi-
tate departure must at least have en-
abled her to srhake off that delusion,.

“And a good thing too!™ he wmut-
tered to himself. as he left the hause.
“*Now that T am finally and irrevocably
out of it, the wav is elear, and we may
proceed to the conclling aet of the
comedy.”

(Ta be continved.)
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