Saturday, July 23, 1900,

sands. Bluymstein thooght the tels
gruphing could have been done from
1he yacht, but the operator waid that
wls 1 ible. He pecded & firm and
stalle fouundation for his instruments.
When sverything wuad wet up, the cable
was grappled for, found, and hauled
in =hore with some difficulty. The
crew had been told that the voyage
wan fur the purposte of repuiring the
cuble. The long snake-like dripping
rubber cord, festooned with seaweed,
wax hoisted up oo & wooden hlock be-
siche 1he but, Cornwallis pulling harder
than any of the mailors,

~Now, Biumstein,” he eried, “iunke
that axe and chop it in two.™

“Can’t one of the men do thot?™
objected Klumstein.

“The men and myself have to hold
it in place. Do what I tell yon.”

~j'd rather have eome one elese cut
the line,” demurred the financier.

“Chop that eable,” hissed Cornwallis
i. the ear of the hesitating man.
~Ban't vou ree the men wondering at
your delay? They will suspect some-
thing is wrong in a moment.™

Hiumstein, the sweat siarting in
great drops from hiz brow, for it is
ot on the African coast, harked away
for some moments before the last
atrand was severed, and the cable fell
apart. Cornwallis, with great desterity
and Tivile lovs of time, joined the seve-
re¢ ends, and ran his wires into the
hul. cannecting them with his alrewdy
set-pp instroments,

“There we are, Mr Blumstein. We

haven't interrupted communication
for long. DNeo you want to koow
what they are talking about? They're

having a blooming conference some-
where; old Kruger and the Governor of
the Cape. \We're just in time to set
the waorld on fire, sa perhaps vou will
now give me the eode word to send
ta your partner, and then the moment
I find the money has been paid to
my brother I shall be ready to begin
operations.”

“That wasn't the bargain.” said
Rlumstein, *The money was not to Le
paid until 1l deal was fnished, Be-
stdes, we need that £200,000 to huy
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shares with. Do you think we're made
of money ™ -
“Just as you say, Mr Blymstein,” No

husiness message in goiog wver this.

line until that cash is paid. What
n ity it is that you cut the cable,
becuuse if you haidn't we coulid have
shoved it buck into the ses, und no
harm done. Now I'm afraid you have
placed yonrseH within jeopardy of the
law for no purpose. Shall we go hame,
then, ami Teave the Cable Company
to make their own repairs? 1 didn't
bring muterials for mending, and be-
sides I fear 1 haven't the skill.”

“Bat you are as much in this Bs I
am.”

~1l don™t think so. I didn't cut the
rable, while you did, with your own
fair hands, assisted by an axe. I have
witness to that effect. You see, I'm »
pour yvoung operator locking for a job,
at least that is what 1 was when 1 met
¥ou, Poor but honest. ] had na idea
what you were up to untit you cut rhe
cabte, and proposed to me, when the
men returned to  the yacht, thar 1
should send false despatches. "Then
my indigount homesty was aroused.
and I refused us soon as your nefarions
proposal was made known to me.”

“Then you are a blackmailer, nfter
afl.  Huer you shall make nothing of it:
not & penny. What i to prevent me
shooting you dead where you stand ™

"Obh. a great deal. Mr Blumstein.
You haven't the cournge, in the first
place. You cam lie, and cheat, nnd
steal, all within the law, of course; yon
can round om your benefactor, and,
uring the knowledge got in his employ,
¥ou can ruin him; yes and murder
him in the only way that your elass
has the pluck to murder. You see |
know wour history.”

“*Who the deril are vou?"

"I am John Sanders., eldest son of
the man you robbed. I've been swait-
ing for you for years. I thought I
had you en that July swindle, but,
as you said, it did not come off, so I
became impatient and laid this trap
for you. You're mnot the first man
that has been nipped in South Africa,
are you?"

- lemre yod here.

ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

“I’ll signal the boat, gail away, and
The steamer iz mine.
I vhartersil ber for this irip, sud the
:Iupnnin dure 8ot refuse 10 ubey my or-

[

My dear Hluwseein, you talk tike
a c¢hill.  The captuin can refuse any
vrders that are illegal. 1a it likely
that he is going to muarcun me here
because you tell him to? Your pro-
ject is too ahsurd. The fuer is that
you are helplesa. My Lrother in Lon-
dan hay all the evidenes peeded to con-
viet you and your partner of a mast
rancally scheme to defruud the publice
—n scheme which involved the cutting
of a submarine cable; and you should
really bave Jooked up the penalty for
that before you grasped the axe’

“But the ‘plan was yours from the
beginning.”

"0Oh. na, it wasn’t. 1'm the innocent,
deluded, incorruptible yonng man as
1 told you some time ago. Do you
think you could persuade a judge and
jury that L put you up to thi=? Then
why did 1 reund on yoeu? Why did 1
not pa in for the spoil? Therr wus
any iwmount of muney to be made by
keeping quiet and doing what you told
me, aml nothing fo be pained by ex-
poxing yow.”

“But 1 will =bow thuat yon are the
son of the man | was =said ta have ru’n-
ed. ant 1 will show that you did this
for revenge.”

“Hug you bave protesred all along
that you did uot ruin my father. There
is a statement to that effect in the files
of the ‘Finaoeial Argus.’ don't you re-
member it— A Vindication’—L think
it war called. Besides no ene woulid
bhelieve that I threw away a fortnne in
arder to have a belaced revenge on a
man I had never seen lwfore.  But
grantmg all that: granting that you
could canviet me a3 an accomplice,
before, after, and during the acr, how
does that help you? You joined this
plece of villainy with your eyes open.
Yon voyaged to Cape Town and char-
teTedl this ateamer ar piratical rates.
At the very worst they will believe
that [ repented in tThue o prevent a

gross awindle; my better nature com-
ing uppermost at the last. Lot you're
inte this up w the neck. Y.
outluwn st t present moment.™

"I I ugree to have the money il
over to your bhrother you will thea do
what enhling I want you to do. You
promireid. you know "

“A i must not keep an iblegsl pro-
mise. Mr Blumstein 1 chall oo
eabie any false news.”

“Then, you menan =imply te rob oe
of this maney if you ean. Yon talk
of swindling the pabl'e. bur you are
tletermied  ta swinddle me and my
mrtuer vt of L™

“ICs all a guestion of termis, Mr
Hlumstein, and if you like to cnll it
swinidling, [ don't wind {n the leaxt.
You sev, ['ve been a gomd purt of my
life in South Africn, where we ace nol
u= law-abiding, perhaps. as in Engloul.
Engliund has sueh u respeet for the law
that as you got that amwount cut of
futher under cover of the law, why, it
wits all right, althowgh everyone knew
yon for a cheat. | couldn't recover
through provess af law, so 1 took tlis
meihiel of getting back what should
have belonged to my brother nnd my-
self.  Now, Mr Blumstein, are you go-
Ing to have that money paid, or do
yan prefer to be arrested the moment
»un set foot on lawd, for 'l have the
uwnthorities watching for this steamer,
byt few worls sent along this wire."

"IN pay the monex,” said My Blum-
stein. “What are yon going to do
about the cable >

“Oh, there’s nothing to Jdo, but just
vhafe the ends a bit, and shove it back
inta the sea, hoping the Company will
inurine the rocks have ewt it. Ii will
o England and South Africa good if
they are withaut news of each other
for a few days. (iive ‘eru time to cool

“The cable between Englind and
Bouth Afriea is again in working order,
1t is alleged there wax a break off
Point Frisky. Tt is rather surprising
zhat these convenient breaks should
aveur just when thev are most wel-
comed by the Transvasl” Daily Paper.
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