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tu lw than ot what i3 possible and

what in i ponsi ble; and my
mnther—"
“tbh. Mins  Hamilton!—Daphne!—

tun yunr mather ke it impossible
for tw love me"
can ke 11 impossible for me
to marry You. (. | know what yon
T I TE T30 (BT <he is w0 good 1o me,
winh xhe has wlways gpoilt me as much
thut b aright, i 1 ehose induee her 10
conuent to anything. {1 doesw’t fol-
Jow that 1 shall induce lier to congent
to a thing which she woulil hate,”
=Phat is ws much s to suy that you
W not Inve me!”

“Hive § ever given you ully excure
for supposing thal | dil™

She really had; and he might. at n
trifling cost of-self-respect, have guot-
el wards of hers which lud appensred
te canvey that impression.  ut per-
haps, ander the circumstances, it
waoulil be neither digniticd bor worth
while to upbraid hiere  So he drew
libmi~elf up to his full height, broughl
his heels together with a elick, howed
stifHy from the waist, and =alik:

“AMise Hamilton, 1 see ‘that 1 have
made an unfortunate and. ridieulons
mistake, Pray. pardon m® far having
foreed myself upon yon, and let me
imssure you that the infrosion will not
be repented. 1 shall leave England to-
warrow.”

“(innd-hye. then'” returned raphne,
pleasantly, “Wan't it be rather rude
Tt ppoint Lord Dovedale and your
other friends, though™

“8g rude that | shall never ddare to
show my face in this conntry ugain,
which jx sxactly the resnlt that 1 wish
for,™

The wirl iz her eves 1o the face
whiel was abour to e withdrawn per-
menentiy fram their mange. Tn the
leprhis of those rate Klue eyves some
merriment  wis discernible, together
with soimne compunction, wiile pernaps
upnn theiv surface (but it was impos-
<ible to swear that in such an’uncer-
tuin Huhth there was just a faint fore-
shadowing of tears to come.

1 Jduntt think.” she sail deliberate-
1y, “that [ ought to let yon behave 5o
Tl Iy
Nothing. returnel  Otto, =
hanrhty and eesentful. “is moTe eias)
than to present me, Miss Hamilton”

Nothing is more vasy than to ael
in aevorlance with one's inmest de-
wirex, wml few things ure more difh-
eult than to coneeal those sles'res at a
eritieal juneture. Daphne Hawilton.
whao wis devuted to her mather, and
who, after all. dill pot know as much
about her wooer as she would have
Jiked 1o know, by 1o meana desired to
e driven inta & corner: but cornered
she was, and nolady  will be sur-
prised  to  hear that =he only ex-
ieated  herself by what, for all
purposes, amoanted to un-
il surrender. Certain con-
ditions she imposed. it is tree; Lut
the forve und vilue of these may be
weasured by the fact that wvhen she
and her companion guitted Kensing-
ton Guardens (hy which time it was ool
quite dark). she hud promised that if
it shonlll not prove in her power to be-
e hiz wife, she wouhd at least never
I anyiualy else’'s wife

“Then there is no fear!” cried the
vanltant Ofta, at parting,  “Vouar -
ther does nol eeally dislike mes how
conid she s

1M sure [ odon't Know” answered
Iripline, with a tremulous kugh.

"N it is nol we whem she dislikes,
ety Clowgh whow she wonld prefer.
Yo dbid not guess thaty Yel it was
evithent enougel Well, you absolutely
lecline Clough-——whu, for the reat, i=
nat i coindidare, hiess him ! --aml all is
said. I rhere are any Pttle diffieul-
tiex they will ¥an They shall and
They must, ne ar 1 have wan all |
wiantml to win

S fine o thing i it 1o be young and
to knnw your gwn mind,

tTo be Continusd,)
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Tie firm of Blumstein aml l1kveldt
in the City was o rich that it was ak
most  prespectible, There had  been,
=W Vears Ago, BITange FILIONES re
gurding the manner in which the two
mbers of the finn hnd so swildenly
umnlated their wealth, but  these
rumauurs died out in tine, for it is well
known that, be stockbrokers pure as
snow and chaste us ioe, there will be
found some envious persons round the
Exchange who will speak ill of them.
All stockbrokers. indeed all Uity men,
are doubtlesy honest, it we coold only
gt ourselves to believe it, 21wl perhaps
it i3 becanss they are so much more
just than the rext of the world. that
the world calnmuoiateg them.

A few years ago Blumstein wua a
clerk in  the office of John
Sawders and Co.,, within a stone's
throw of the Bank of England, and
Ikveldt filled a similarly useful posi-
tion a few doors further down the
street. The two youhg men were great
friemts, and ate together every dayx at
a rextaurant freguented by their coun-
ey e,

fu the days when Rand mines were
first homiuing, when fortunes were
miadde ang lost in an hour, the good ola
firm of John Sanders and Ca., got on
the wrong sile of the market. which is
it serians place ta occupy when thete
are great Hucrtuations going on. it
turne] ont later that the two young
vlerks happened to be on the right
xitle of the market. although how they
had acguired mone)y enough to be on
any side of the market is a mystery
1o thix day.

Tt is well known that Sanders blam-
el themn for sis downfall, but his wild
statemente should not e allowed to
rimst- “the - voung
mn, for when he was taken out of a
first¢lass eacriage at Wimbledon,stone
deaid, the intellizeni jury hrenght in a
verdier to the effect that be had eom-
mitted suicide whije 1eurporarily in
sane. and there ix litthe use in puying
utieh attention 1o the outpauring of
wrath that an insane person leaves
behind him. A ruived: muan usually
hlames others for. the reanlts of his
own folly. .

some of the old man’s friends
thonght it was going a littte too far
when the sign went up ™ Blumstein
and Tkveldi, tate .John Sanders and
C'0.” but there arain how can the
young men be blamed ? The offies
waus suitable for their purposes, und
suituble offices are not easily found
within a stene’s throw of the Bank.
It happened, of vonrse. that the roomns
Lecame  vacant ou aceount of the
smash of the old firm, s0 what coula
In: muore proper than that the newest
tirm  should =tep into dead wen's
<lhves.”  Thug Blmmstein arpued, in A
=omewhat aggrieved tone when anyone
spuke to him about the matter @ he was
very sorry indeed tor the old aan, and
sorry thai the firm came to grief. hot
The office wus vacant when he 3 ted
an uffice and s be toak it. Every
=enrible perron mlwittel that this wug
A =ensible thing to do.  Awd w0 the
new firm went on ami prospered.

John Sanders had two =anx, John
the eliler. who represenredl the firm in
Soeuth Mrica. aud Edward. the ' yvoung-
e, whn wau learning busiuess in his
futher's one pear the Bnnk.  When
Blomstein and Tkvildt tonk  chiege.
thexy had no further use for the ypune
men. aml 5o diselinrged then,  Hiom-
~tein  said, guite propeviy. that it
would have been haml fur the fons= ta
work aa subardinates in o husiness
they oiee expected to control, and thus
the prompt dismi=sal had really -
tives of philanthrapy beneatlh it Tt
was mone of Blumstein™ business what
Lawvnme of the ws, antd @0 he moak:
no inquiries. holding, quite rightly,
rhat b= alwoys st for rmung men 1o
muke their onn wiay in the worli, ns
he hi If bad doue 3 it tenches them
wetf-retinnee and that sort of thine
besides, lHlumstein man a person who
believidl in attending strivtly  to his
awn affrive, andd, ux has been mmid, it
wits none uf his busioess what becpme
of hin late emyl 3 ;"

{hpe ey Bhametein receivid n ‘Luhl--
meompee fram Pretovie: in the ey ple:
of the H nil the communi-ation
helug translated  nte Englivshe waid,
“Cornwallis api's on ‘Sent’ with im-
portant propasal. Will crll immedi-
ately reaching Lomdan, Dou’t feil t

see him™ Blumstein mmade a note on
bis pud to censure his correspondeni
for being so wasteful of money in
vabling, and resclved to send this
censure should the proposal turn out
to Le useless. In due time the “Scot™
arrived at Southampton,und the same
wfternoon s e¢ard was brought to
Rlumstein, bearing the name “Henry
Cornwallis,” with the wornds written
underveath in  peneil, “From he
Transvaal; introduced by cable,”

“Show him in.™ sai! Mr Rlumstein,
anrd presently a man as young as him-
=zelf, but hearded like a brigand. w.s
nzhered into the private office.

~Are you Mr Blumstein or Mr
Ikveldt? My time js rather limited,
and 1 can deal only with the princi-
=" -

My pame is Blumstein,™

“Very good. You are just the maan
! want to see. Now, right at the be-
ginuing, so that no talk may be loat.
1 want to ask you if you ean pnt up
two hundred theusand pounds in hard
cash. I you can’t, then theee is on
use in my saying any more. 1 shall
have to go to someons else’”

“\Well. that depends. It is a goodl
deal of money.”

“Can you do it? That iz the ques-
tion,”

“0h. I suppose Mr lkveldt and my-
self might raise the money. if neces-
sary.” ’

“Right. Then it is within xour
power to make anything from one
wmillion to fitty.”

»l have often heard talk like tha~
Lefore” said young Blumsdein can-
tigusly, “What is your =cheme?™

“There is going to he ironble in
the Transvaal”

*{bh, there’s always trouble in the
Trauvsvash”

~Hur this time the trouble is seri-
ous. 1 knuw what Jo ralking abouwt.
*for 1 have read the wmessages sent
from London to DPreotoria: {(overn-
went messages I mean.”

- “How did they come into your
hands?” gaid Blumstein suspiciously.

“For five years 1 have been at the
Pretoria end of the cable 1o London.”

“But Governmeni cables are in
eypher.,”

“So are the cables o and fram the
firm of Blumstein aad Ikveldt, yet 1
have decipherwl them, and have in
my possession all the conimunieations
that have passed between you and
your agent since you began business
here. The particulars of that Seuth
Kanpd deal chat didn't come off. you
remember, including your own ecable
of July 14. The mention of the date
wiill be enough 1o convinee you that 1
spenk the truth. Mr Blumstein

“The devil you esay.” cried Blum-
stein. sitting up suddenly with exes
vpening muare than usnally  wide.
=Rtk he wilded ufter 1 pause, “'no-
Ihing cume of thar,”

*No. That's what 1 =airl. 1 merely
wished to show yon that if ! can de-
cipher the cables uf Blumstein and
1kveldt, 1 eould probably do the samy
for the Government dispaiches.”™

“Then the cable fromn my agent re-
garding your visit —*

“Exactly. Just ar you suspect. [t
was bogus. L sent it myself, so you
see 1 am reasonnhly  familiar with
your office code. My business was
tos important 1o trust to any agent.
As I =said ut the beginning, T deal
auly with principals'”

Mr Blunmsteu moistened his  dey
lips: then he =aid in husky tones:

“Whit was your object in decipher-
ing our coblea? Rlackmail?

“0Oh. bless yon, no. Riackmail is
too rmall and mesn a buriness for big
muney to be mailde at {t. T'wm in for
a fortune™

»#till you haven't told me why you
tampered with our wessages,”

*1 didn"t tamper witn them. They
went through all right. You may
et vour laat mair of boots that if T had
tamperedt with your messages I could
have ruined you long agu. as you
very well know, 1 deciphered every-
Indy's valiles; T have a gift that wav.
1 wanted to find oui which wan the
mont nascrypnions firm in London.
for T knew the time would come when
T conld wake my fortune by the help
of such a firm.”

“Then you honour um by thinking
we are—" .

“{Juite no. I knew that if thers were
millions to be got, you wouldn't hesi-
tate even if T were 1o demand & coaple
of bundred thoussnd as my share.
That's what we're here for, isa't §t?
Tn make mouner."” -

“1 suppose 0. What is yoor plan?*”

“There ia in the harbour of Cape
Town a fast and comfortable yacht
It will remain there 11l T pet back,
which will be by the next Cape ateam-
©r. The master of this yapposed yaeht
is the mndern equivalent of a pirate.
He wil go on n short eruise. and no
questions asked, for the sum of £ 3000.
I will take with me from Londom, in-
stroments for cabling, which differ
fram the ordinary land telegraphing
umachines, You will come with me,
leaving your partoer to wateh things
in London, or your partner will come,
just as you choose. There must be
someone on the spot down there who
understands finance who can tell me
what o cable. We sail up the coast
of Africa to a spot I know where we
will be free from interruption; we
grapple for the cable, land it. eut it.
and from that moment you eontrol
communication between the Transvaal
and London. Whether you make one
million, or ten, or fifty, depends on how
much money vou have to play with.
and how much eonrage you possess
when T am doing the cabling, 1 tele-
graph to London, let us say. that the
Haad and President have declared war
on Engtand; that the forty around
Johanoesburg have opened fire on the
town; that a stated number of Out-
landers have been killed, and the rest
are helpless prisoners and thas sort of
thing; I know how to waord it just
right; not too exaggerated, vou under-
stund; T can give the names of the
Killed, and will add that the President
dt-plores the outbreak. and says to Eu-
rope that it is all the faunlt of the Ont-
landers who tried treacherously to
vapture the forts: what do you think
the effect will be on Rand stocks® Why,
you are well aware that there will be
the greatest slump ever kuown in the
Uity. Very good; then's the time to
buy, I should say.” B

“But suppose war really comes?

"]p that case it will merely rmean
belding on a little longer; the war will
be short, and England will be in pos-
seasion at the end of it. Then your
stocks will be up in the skies, But as
# matter of fact I know that there
Wilt be po war. Krigrer will give way,
but he will do it so slowly that we will
hxfre ample time for ull aperations.

*And your share in this?"

“Is to be £200,000.7 i
(]:-I;ll ?m to pi]nt this money when the

5 complete; w i ok
- ld)ndun."p hen we get back

“When the deal is complete, ves.
\H:'hen we get back to Lundm!. no. "l‘h(;
€ 210,000 {8 to be deposited into a hunk
ami.pald‘ over to my brother, to whom
I will give an order for it. when vou
send your partner a code word that
you both will agree npon”

“Hut when the eable is cut what =
to prevent you sending that code, und
haviag the money paid over?”

“Rimply Bevause I won't know what
the cule word ir.”

“Well, ruppose, on the other hand.
that the mouey i= not paid over to
your hrother, if T do send the code
word,” .

“f have arranged for that also. My
brather is to wend me word which wil!
fndicate thay the money is paid. Yon
see, when the cable is cut, [ <hall be in
vonstaut communication with London,
It will perhaps be as well not to let
them know that the wire is eut,as that
might interfere with our plans. We
will let any ordinary message pars
through, but we witl upply the poli-
tical pews ourselves, Thix will keep
Tue rather busy at the fnstrument, bt
'm used to it, avd bave dome it for
Yeurs for less money than T hape to
gret thig time.™

“Well, 1 will have to tulk over the

scheme with miy partner. Can you
eall at this hour to-morrow >’
“Certainly. Bwt your mainds will

have to he made up Ly then, for there
i® no time to be lost, and the offer will
not to he made to you a accond time.
‘There are others in this city who will
Jumip at > :
“Perhaps.™ said Mr Blumstein,

When the yacht sawung out from
Cape Toww Cornwalliv took sharp
churye of the expedition, and Mr Blom-
stein found that he was expected tn
uley, 'They cast anchor o the lee of
& promoutory where Cornwallis snicd
the cable passed, and under his direc-
tion a little but wns erected on the



