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CHILDREN'S
CORRESPONDENCE
COLUMN.

Any boy or girl who likea to become a counain

san do so, and writc Jeltcrs to ' Ca 1sin Kate,
are of the Iedy itar, “Graphic' Gfice,
Aucklnnd,

Write on one mide of the paperonly,

All purcly correrponcence leiters with en.

elope ende Luy aed in are earried tlirough the
Poet Oflco ns follows:— Nob exceeding foz Id;
not excewding duz, 3d 5 for every mlditional Toz
or fractional part thereof, 4d. " 1t s well for
um]-mqpondcnwm be marked * Press Manuscript
onlr.'

Tlense note, dear couslng, that all letters ad.
dAreesed to Cousin Ente 1nust now bar the
words * Press Manuscript anlr. 1 po rarked,
And the Aap tarncd in nnil not overweight, thoy
1ill come for a 4d stawmp in Auckland, but a id
from every other place.

COUSINS'
ND.

This fund is for the purpose of mnaintain
ing a poor, sick ehifd 1n the Aucklamd
Huowpital, and is eontributed to 'b[y the
“uraphic’ cousiia—readers of the children's
page.  The cot has been already bought by
their kind eollection of money, and nuw
£25 a year is nealed topay for the nursing,
food and medlical altendance of the cinld
in it. ' Any eontei!mtions will be gladle
received by Consin Kate, care of the Laty
Falitor, * New Zeaiand Graphic,’ Shorl!umf
strect, or eollecting eards will be sent on

- mp,iealion.

THE ‘GRAPHIC®
coT FU

® e ®
Another Ingenuity Competition.

L think you all understang how it
is done now. 0 I will offer another
prize to the cuusin who miakes the
Bext sentence out of

ROUBERTR
Remember, the simpler sentence the
hetter, that i why George hmpson’s
tenk the prize. Now, all try again
fur this one, 1 shall keep it open
till August ist.

JONC RO

Prize for Best Composition or
Essay.

Auouf you wha still o e schont
have umnpusninns OT ehaYS 1o W,
L oexpeet. well, 1 am going to v
two priees for the best composition
sent e befure August B0 You may
<eni obe you have written in swhm?l
ar yeu may semil s ogpeciol one, but it
shoulil not be mere than, say, about
o words, You mwst wrlte on one
side of the paper only. This is very
important,  You may choose any suh-
jeet you like, but you must do it all
hy  yourselven, eseept yoll may gel
yvuup parents or teachers o give you a
subjret. Try aud muke your com-
porition as original as posaible. Say
whatever yon  really think yourself
about the muhject vou write ahout: I
am anxions for all cousinn to go In
for this compeqaon, and shall glve
vory mice books As prices. One prize
will e for consing over 12, and one
for cousins nnder 12, T8 there are
rnongh  gond  eomporitions, T may
mive mome exiTA prizes All couninn
old or new may ge in for elther of

these competitiong, so 1 sxpect a fine
lot of work over them. The more yon
vive the better I ghall like it.

Hemember the da.e of closing is
August 8th.

COUSINS" CORRESPONDENCE.

Dentr Cousin Kate,—I shoyld like to
beeame a counln if you wonld not mind
me. 1 wonld like you to send me a
baedge, 1t is~very quiet where I live,
und there are not many chitdren of my
own size, 80 [ therefore have to play
with my own sisters and brothers,
hut, nll the xame, I have very fine fun.
We are going back to school next
Tuesday, and 1 am very glad, becanse
I like sehonl. T would like yon to put
this letter in the “Graphic” next week
if You ean manage it. T have been
premised n shilling, and 1 think i T
had a1 eard | would ecollect a lot more.
I mmst now clore my short letter, T
will write you a longer one next
week,—Signed, yours respectinlly,
Cisxie.

[Dear Cousin Cissis.—I have written
¥ou a private note welcoming yomn s
a cousin and sending yon a eard awd
badge, How many sisters amd bro-
thers have yon to play with, and are
they wlder or younger than you?
Tell e next fime you write.—Cousin
Kate.]

- “Roberts,”—1

voulit not get it done. FYour father
visitend this otfice when he wus in
town and suw your photo on the edi-
tor's tabte, He wax very wnch sur-
iked. 1f he has returned home he
will ¢xplain how the photos mre made
into picturex for the paper. Our edi-
tor teok him round the ottive, sa he
will be ahle to give you an Account
of  whai sort of place tausin Kute
worke in-—Cousin Kate]. | ;
®@w e
Denr Cousin Kate,—I ghould like 1o
have gone in for that Painting Com-
petition last April, but T was not ahle.
I am sending you a Rmentence on
remain  your loving
cousin, Charley Holbhs. i
[ Dear Cousin Charlie,—1 daressy we
shall have anothey Painting Compne
tition before long. You say you have
s1ul e a sentence made from the
wortl “Roherts,” but it was not in the
emvelope.  Bend me another instead.—
{'onsin Kate.) .
@ ®

Dear Cousin Kate,—I am almost
azhamed to send you back your card
I have kept it 50 long, but T have been
ill. and then I have been away for
three weeks, staying at the Tower
Hutt. T nearly always go there for
my holidays with a great friend. We
are very fond of going for picnies.
and if we have arranged the night be-
fore to go on one of our little expedi-
tions, even if it is raining, it does not
matter; we set off with baskets and
nuackintoshes and come hume soaked.
Sometitnes there is a lood at the 1Turt
when T am there; the river rises and
rires till at Tasf it is over the hank:
in 8 few hours the valley is flooded

COUVSIN WALTER, WHIRINAKI,

Iwenr Couslp Kute—-1 am just po-
Tnge to write vou a short note. | oam
very sorry 1 amitted wy aildress feom
my letter, but 1 will send it now. 1
inve two hrothers, of whivh | am
the younprent, My futher bas gome to
Anckland, ik 1 de nat think he wilt
I Wik far A month at benst. | oam
e to buy a little horse. 1 st
h my letter now.—l remain,
yours truly, Consin Walter, Whiri-
nuki,

| Bene Consin Wul = | huave been
nolong thoe wmsseringe yoer lether
et 1 wanted ta put the phato in the
werek. Rl the man who oy
repraductions wis s bu

with., oh. such dirty, muddy water, so
ditferent 1o the clenr spurkling of the
river in itk uwsusl state, Then logs
thont pust, ami sometimes cattle anid
wmunl]l houses. Men go out in boats
to rercne the penple living in the
valley, and then, when the flood gues
down, the place is inches thick in
mil.  The pepple that heve bwen
flooded out turn te, take up the car-
peta, whivh, of ecourse, are wet, anil
try to puwi their houses  straight
wenin. How they must envy the peo-
phe living on the hill, The floml does
not affeet them much. Now, denr
Connin Kute, | must stop, hoping you
will be alble to put this in the

“(raphiec.”"—I remain, your loving
reader, Aileen,

{idear C'ousin Aileen,—1 received the
postal order for five shillings guite
wafely, and must warmly thank you
for collecting. It must be very excil-
ing at the Huit in fiood time I should
imagine, ami also very aad to think
of all the poor falk whose placea have
Leen damaged or, perhaps, ruined
with the wuter. IMlease write again
soon.—Yours affectionstely, Cousin

Knie.]
- & ® @

Dear ousin Kate—8uch a muggy,
damp day! and the people are all
stmmping their feet and rubbing their
hands to try and keep off the hitter
cold that seeme to cling to everything.
Now for a little newa! The annual
hall of the Wellington QGarrison offi-
cers, which was held in the Sydney-
street Hall last night, waa a brilliant
success in every way.. Favoured with
clear. frosty weatheP, which made
duncing a great pleasure, the numer-
aus guests displayed much verve in
obtaining the greatest amount of plea-
aure ot of the well arranged pro-
grumme of ‘eighteen s dances. The
Lallroam was greatly overcrowded.
hut the assemblage was bright with
the uniforms of the officers and those
from the flagship Royal Arthur, which
contrasted splendidly with the quiet
evening dress of the ecivilian and the
bright, tasty toilettes of the ladies.
The hall was tastefully decorated with
star-like arrangements of brightly-
polished -~ bayonets. the battalion’s
colours, and a great quantity of bunt-
ing  and . greenery. Rear-Admiral
I'¢arson’. was unable to attend, owing
f0 i recent family bereavement. Just
Lhefore the official set of Lancers a -
Haxhlight photograph of the agsem-
bled guests was taken. T must not
kay any more about the Garrison
Officers’ Ball or else I will fill up my
pages, A{ the Opera House for the
lant two nights “Lazerne, the Great™
has been giving large aundiences a
preof of hig guickness of hand, The
mugician’s card tricks are, for the
most part, new, and are performed in
a ¢lean and businers-like Wmanner. ar
once entertaining and puzaling the
andience, His cleverness for produe-
ing half-crowns from space should
teng ere this have made the fortune
of 4 uodest mua. “Lazerne” was mo-
wirded with unstinted applause froan
the audience throughout the evening.
Hlear Cousin Kate, I am looking for-
ward to the photo of Cousin Beryl in
the “(iruphic,” as there has only been
two m so far—With tove, [ remain.
Consin Winnie.. Wellington,

| Dear Cousin Winnie.—3Many thaules
for vour long and interesting letter,
which will, I am sure, be reud with
plensure by all the cousins. 1 am very
fond of cvonjuring tricks aud shall
hape to see Lacerne if he comes to
Auckland. T hope Cousin Beryl will
=end the photo spon, but do not wish
tr worry her for it. [ wish all the
cousing . would sebd  their photous.—-
Cousin Hate,]

® ®

Dear Cousin Kate.—T have not writ-
ten to yaou before, but think I should
like to. 1 saw in the “traphic” a
letter from w little girl saying that
she sent you a map, and it mnade e
wonder whether you would atlow me
to bevome a eousin. for 1 shonld like -
to very much. If 1 may send a map
will you tell me of what continent it
should be—Haping to hear from yon
sotne day, 1T am. yours truly, Freda
i,

[Dear Cousin Freda,—I expeet you
will be very much surprized to hear
thut when L read your letter T pgot
mast dreadfully homesick. 1t was ull
becguse of your wame, | have twn
fuvourite sisters in Englund, and one
af them in mamed Elfreda, and, like
you. | expeet, we always called her
Freita for short. Your name took
me¢ back across all those thousands
of miles of water, and over many
many yvears, and T saw, oh, such a mis-
ehievous litile girl. I wonder if yon
nre like her? here was not a trick
she waa ntot up to, and srhe was, I fear.
n most drendful tomboy, I expect yon
nre o nnich more sedate little pirl
Tell me next time you write,—Cousin
Kate. |
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bvnr Comnin Kalee—In looking in
the “Grmphic”™ thin week 1 thought I
would like to become & courin if yon
will e kiod enoupgl to let e, My
wivne s Vern tilmdya Coro. 1 ogo to
the Puraell public wehool, Our ex-
aniual tuken place in a wiwk's




