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TROOGPER M. T. WHITSON, OF AUCKLAND. N
Reportod among the New Zealinders missing after the battle of Rietviel,

Crima and Fashion.

A despateh from Milford, Delaware,
says thut a contraet hax heen elosed
there for 20,000 birds to be killed for
New York milliners at from ten to
fitty wvents. each. The contraet calls
for ineadow karks, bluebivds, red wing
blackbirds, erow  blackbirds, FEnylish
spurrows and baby owls Ktated in
the plainest language, this confraet
calls for the commission of a erime of
o ernel kind—a erime made possible
nnder the laws of Delaware. but none
the loss a erime and none the less dis-
graceful to the State that its laws
mitke the erime possible

such n wholesale slaughier of bird
ity as that contemplated by tkis con-
traet is a murder of the innocents
amd a robbery of the State. It sets a
premivm upon cruelty, and as these
Lirds ave of the insect destroving elass
it robs the farmers of protection sup-
plied to them by nature. Tt also rebs
all the people of une of the most
vharming aceeszaries af natore. Tt i=.
therefare, a erime against society tol-
ernter]l by the Taws of Delaware.

The agpravating  feature of this
whnlesale shnghter is that it is to he
enmmitted ta grtify female vanity,
Loty selfishexs and human greed.
The women who will wear the plum-
awe of these thousandsz ol Birds will
rot have eommitted murder  them-
welves, it thev are resbansible for it
1T they shonld refuse te adorn them-
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selves with the feathers the lives of the
birds would be spared. They make
the demand and the milliners gratify
it by blindly following the edict of
fashion mongers, The latter plan the
slaughter. The milliners agree to
purchuse the plumage, because they
know the women will ronsent to wear
it. Fashion blunts all kindly feeling
and shows no mercy. Rirds are not
only killed outright, but birds and
cother animals are tortured in order to
secure their feathers and skins for
female adornment.

Fewmale fashions are vapidly depopu-
lating the bird world., The song birds
are especially noted for their beautiful
plumage and are rapidly disappearing,
and pow the bird murderers are be-
ginning their destructive work in
other directions, The sea birds, and
especially the gulls, are vanishiog
from the Atlantic cvast, thousands of
them having: been slaughtered every
vear to supply the demand for femnle
adornment and to gratify female van-
ity. If the various States de not soon
enact laws with heavy penalties at-
tached forbidding the destruction of
bird:, bird life will soon become ex-
tinet,
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