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training of an English boyhood fush-
{ons men into plucky and henlthy sol-
diers, 50 dues the friendly rivalry of
the cricket fleld make our colonists
willing and worthy defenders of the
Empire. We have spoken chiefly of
Ansiralin, Lut we do not forget thut
Fuetin has sent ue 8 Ranjitsinbhii, and
that the record of hia triumphs and

* of his popularity has attached to the

Crown the hearts of Indian ptineces
and their subjects more closely anid
certainly than all the diplomacy of
Ciovernors-ticneral and Political Resi-
dents and all the paraphernalia of
officiul cultivation, Our West Indian
colenies have been garnered into the
inner ¢irele of practienl loyalty in the
wame sportive fashion, England send-
ing ite ericketers to them and welcom-
ing their cricketers in turn. Such
emali mntters may be the mainsprings
of Kwmpire. Our soldiers are the best
in thie world hecause they have learn-
(! to be plucky und ready of hand and
¢¥e in our national eporis; our colo-
nisty are helpful comrades because
they have shared our pastimes in
ceful dnys, and learned to know ns
the fricndly rivals of the cricket
field.

+ + +
The Wreckage of War.

Mr ticorge Lynch, the war corres-

pandent who was captured by the
[faers, writi in the “Weslminster
Grazett ERRE *We are coming back

to Ingland in a ship laden with the
human wreekage of war—the wound-
ed, the maimed, the sick, who to their
Froves will carey maiming of their
Kickness, ‘There are amongst these
men, those who will erawl about the
worll lopsided, incomplete eripples. or
those who will be perpetual victims
to intermittent or chronie disease: bul
there worse than any of these dis-
asters to the ¥ietim. The man with-
aul a legr ean get along with a erutel.
‘I'ine man who loses his sight from the
carth shattering shell can ot worst
carry a label to tell that he was blind-
i in the war, and his fellow-country-
men wiil give bim ecnough to keep on
enjoying lile through the channels of
ibe four other senses, and he will
still admit that it is good to be alive.
Mindness is bad, but war deals worse
blows than in the eye. Tt deals
Llows under which the reason itself
stagmers and is maimed. The lunatie
asyluam is worse thum the hospital,
We are carrying back nine men who
huave lost their reasou at Magersfon-
Lein amld other buattles; two have been
mereifully treated and bhave Jlost it
vamperefvi—the  padded cell must
mean a vertiain nuconzeiousness: but,
1he greatest, deepest pity of which the
human heart is capable is cated forth
lry those whe are maimed in wmind.
Long loeid intervals of perfect sanity
wive them time to lesrn the meaning
of the Incks und bars, “Yes, T know;

1T went off my hend after Magersfon-

tein” une poor fellow tells vou: an-
olber repentedly asks, “Will they pait
me inte un asyvium when 1 go home™™
What o home-coming!  Sure enaugl
it i Ao the asvlnm they are going.
They will e lost ta what friemds or
relatives they have in that ablivion of
a living wruve”

k3 + +

The Law of the Land.
The highest

tribanul in v
Tancd s belid o the Otago “Dnity
Tin that it within the rights of
Arbirratiun Court, §f it su chouses,
rant i1 monapely ol employvment
in industrial porsaits to members of
tewile apions, and virtgally the effect
of e Tndustrial Coneiliation and Ar-
bitmtion Aet j= to aholish in the cal-
wny
an

leegrnl

freedum of vontract as between

workman he
toas the Chicf Jdustive has
wlished eoutract, aud it
sred stk It ik only
wiarkmen with the “status™ of unlon-
psts wlham the Industrind Coaurns,
which Avt has established, are
entith« (o b indivilual workmen
wid notsnssacinted workmen have no
turas stancehi in gn indurrreind dispuie
wider the Jww, What  this imporls
wak wall <hown inon addeess which
wis recently deliveral by Mr Seogel
| the employvers” vepresentptive
Arhitration Cony The wem-
bers of the uniouw throughont the col-
any who Lhuve the requinite statun to
recnire for thein a henrlng wnder 1he
law nol nmnber JLikd, but they
mre able to awk from the Court termas
and  panditinone which affect about
GO0 brewrdewinners nnd depencents,
That ix the position a1 the present
time. {1 ix not ene which, we shanld
suppaxe, wlll be Mtopether ngreeable
to the lurgvly propondernting clasae of
usorgsnired workers io the colony.

vinployer nml o

Avt, in e
‘ las

Minor Matters.

— -

A Marvellons Réscne.

It is rarely that a man falls over-
bourd in mid-ocean nod after eleven
hours of torturing doubt is picked up
by his ship after all hope has Hed.
Such happened in the ease of an np-
prentice on board the ship Rurfilian, a
well known visitor to Anstralian ports,
The youth. whoke name is Harry War-
ner. was oug on the bowsprit when he

slipped and fell into the wén. Writing
of his rescue to his brother. he says
thai had it not been for Captuin

Arthur, of the Earfillan, who persisted
in keeping up a search after almost
every maun had given bim up for dead,

he would ° “fnever again e
beon heant [from, The ahip
was on 4 Tvaynge to Santa

tosulio from Cardiff, und was near her
destination when the uceident happen-
e, After the ery “Man overboard!™
was raised a life buoy was thrown,
¥ards were Licked, nnd n boat left in
renrell.  [n three hours she returned,
only to report having heen unsuecess-
fal.  Captain Arthue deterinined to
work lhis ship back on the zig-zag
principle. After eight bours of per-
sistent senrching with men aloft seun-
ning the ocean. the life buov with
Warner hanging on it~ was sighted,
picked up and two da later the
rescueld apprentice was himseld aguin.

+ + +
Patriotie Fand Squnabbles.

The 1ieton Ciry Fathers have (snys
a correspondent) decided—in spite of
the protest= of the collectors—to keep
the money subscribed for rhe patrin-
tic funds in thelr own hands, and nxe
it as they think fit. Some ‘of it be-
longs to the “mote men™ fund, having
bren threwn oun' the stauge during the
singing ot “[he Absent-minded Beg-
gar,” and colleeted by the sale of
poems, and all of it wiis subseribed in
a patriotic spirit 1o be devoted to ane
country and ils peeds, und therefors
should” be utilised for ‘that” purpose

alome. . !
. * * .
Russia and Corea. = '’

The articles of a secret coovention.
said to have been Fecently concluded
between Russia snd Coayea, have beeuw
publithed by a Corean newspaper as
follows:-—1.""There shall be perpetual
peace between Russiay and Corea. @
C'orea shull be under the protection of
Russia and Jfapan. & Limits shal]l be
set 1o the right and privileges enjoyed

=y the Jupanese in (oren, 4 The Em-
press of Corey shull be chosen from
among the Russian privgesses. 5 The
Greek Chureh shall be the State re-
liginn of Coren. 6 X Lossian subject
=haft e employed in fhe cupacity of
adviver to the:Coreun Ainance Depart-
ment; amd, T wian subject shall
e similarly appoiniel to the War De-
purtment, & 'The consent of the Ilus-
stan Ministefin Beanl shall be obty
el with vespect o all gppointments,
removads or chiangex nf Corean offi-
ik, 9 The settlement of Hussian
subjeets in Coren shall he encouraped,
1M A ing anel fogestry concessions
in Carea shall be given to Rassian
subjeers, 11 Hussin shiatl have a nuval
port in Corein 12 AN Corean sugjects
shall reuivve their top-knots.

Tie correctness of thiz  delightinl
Tlittle arvangement hus, however. Lbeen
tenicd by the Corenn authorities,

+ + +
A Goaod Siga.

The Waikawa ('lelon) natives have
sl the following  proclamntion
subsequent 1o the toari held over the

death of Annie Niangs “We, ihe
Eleet of Te  Aroha No Wuikiwa,
hereby aive motice that. under the

Seventh Bule aof Jehnvah, men. women,
nwel ¢hildren have strietly sgreed nnt
to tnke spirits of any kind: nlvo, that
ARY  pebsen, or persons intoxicated,
or having Lintlles of sp » o them,
xhall net be allowed 1o enter within
anr gutex, or roamnl abont”

At the elose of the tangi the fol-
Inwing resohrtion *wpa proposed  and
carried: *That the purchake of spirit-
wouk liguars slieukl be rtrictly abolish-
vd nmany the natives now resiling
at Waikawa, sl Wairau,” The con-
sumption of " Atk #1 these  notive
funcetione has hitherto been appalling.
and 1he degradation conwegnent on
these seenes of debanuchery has been
& #ore slumbling-lock to the native
race and: their civitisation. ft i= =&
wtep in the right direction for nntive
missirnaries 1o clear  the way 10 a
hixher atugdurd &f Milori life hy show=
Ing thein the evils of drink.

Treatment of Sailors
The New Zealand “Times™ says that
- during the hearing of the case nguinst
the FPaparou firemen. whe refused du-
1¥ as a protest ugniust the fare pro-
videdl them, Mr. Haweld: 8.M,, re-
ferred to the frequent complaint that
. British sailors were hecoming an un.
- known quantity, und pointed out the
parsamount necessity of - feeding an
Englishman well if it were desired
that he shounld be kept in a seafariog
life,  His Worship said 1his was the
firs{ eoase that hud come under his
notice in which a New Zcaland-owned
vampany had been necused of provid-
ing its erews with inferior oy insuffi-
cient food.
EE +
A Cat Whe Fighes.
A Picton eat has developed an ex-
traordinary taleni for fishing, and ibe
tucts show that this partienlar cat has
reasoning powers, which are the sup-
posed artributes of munkind., She sily
on the beach when hungry, and
walches ler opportuniiy te catech a
sowlk “tiddler,” She doesn't eat the
“tiddler,” hut she kills it, and forth-
with places it carvefully in the water.
She then dies down alongside on the
beach. Other fish, larmer and alto-
gether more to be desired. come up to
feaxt en the tempting bait, Puss
darlx in a paw and out comes a fish.
Thix= little game goes on til! puss hax
i snflicient supply to satisfy her deli-
eate nppetite for the time being. She
indulges in her little feast, and then
barke in the sunshine till hunger
tempi= het to repeat the performance.
Her owner vouches for the truth of
this story.

-+

+ + +
What the Nations Drimk.
=~ A report recently rendered to the
British Parliameat contains matter
which ought te lead to a searching of
hepris by the people of many nations.

"the report deals with the produce
tion and consuwmption of alcoholic ber-
erages in Europe, the United $tates
and the British colonies. In such a
publication stupendous figures, al-
thaugh melancholy. are to be ex-
pected: but xome of the facts here dis-
viased are astonnding.,

Take, fof instance, the cohrumption
ofiwine. In (ireat Britain-each person
ronsumes, on an average, less thao
half a gallot a year; in Germany, a
Jittle more rhan three-fourths of a gal.

£ lon; in the United States, less than a
quarter of a gallon: in France, more
than twenty-four gallons! The total
amount copsumed iv . France, which
has. a population of thirty-eight mil-
liong, i more than nine hundred and
forty million gnllous a year—eight
times az much as is need by the one
-hundred and rixty mtliion people of
Great  Britain, (ermany, and the
United States taken together,

it is often roid, the French drink
wine while other nations «drink Leer or
spiritugns liguors. 0Of beer nlone the
=tiatement is, inleed. partinlly true.
The anuual consumption per capita in
Cireat Britain is abont thirty-one gal-
lons. in Germany twenty:seven gallons,
in the United States thirteen gnlons,
and in Fraonee five and one-half gal-
lous, it the French peaple consume
more spitils per inhabitant than any
of «the other countries. The figures

are: For Great Britain one gallon, the
United States less than one gallon,
Germany a gallon and three-quarters,
and Frunce more thun two gullons for
each per:om,

The report also shows the interest-
ing fuct thar the consumption of alco-
bholic bevernges in Canada is smaller
thau in any other countey from which
statistics are obtainabie.

Our own showing is not a bad one,
but every earnest lover of his countrv
will wich that it were better.

+* * +
CAn INliterate Letter.
Illiterate letters nre not always

amusing, but this one, forwarded to me
from the north of (ueensiand, contains
a curious conglomeration of ordersa;—
“Dear Kir, — Let the boy have 10
pound of grogar one botole of
castroil and tow sheep or if you could
let us have beefe I would sooner have
it one bag of catmeal tow tins of gam
2 1bh currins would yon kindly send for
o redigest form for to redigest the baby
or would you see if Mr paticon has
eny amd you would kindyl oblige me
yours humble . .
W+ LI
Our Trecleas Bireets.
Mr. (. L. Wragge, the Queensland
Meteorologist, says that in o)l the thir-
ty-two countries he has visited he wan
vowhere more struek by the absence
of the aesthetic taste tham in Austra-
lia. This remark, says the New Zea-
land “Times,” was oceasioned Dby a
comment on tha rarity of good ave-
nues of frees in the sireers and pub-
lic places. 1ln Europe properly-plant-
ed avenues are very common. and the
Avenne of Liberty in Lisbon is one of
the most hesutiful Mr, Wragge has
seen, He sirongly ndvocates the beau-
tifying of colonial cities by .means of
trees, and expressed his plearure on
learning of  the existence of a City
Beaurtifying Society in Christchurch,

+* + -+
Grenerons.

A very gracious speech.is.that res
corded -of. a certain SBcottish official,
guoted by the London “Outleck.”

-When the Queen, duvring a stay in
Seotland, visited the Tay Bridge, one
feature of the attendant ceremony was
the presentation of a beautiful basket
of flowers.

The (ueen smiled as she took it,
but Dundee was not ye: satisfied that
it had done all in its power.. ‘The Pro-
vost stepped forward with a low bow.

“And, Your Majesty.,” maid he, “vou
need not return the basket.”

* + +
Old-Time College Life. =~ -

Mr Rushdall, a fellow of New Col-
lege, Oxford, has lately written the
history of rhis coilege. In it we find
some curious {sets, which can hardly
fail to be of interest to Colonial
‘varsity men, New College was built
& hundred years before the discovery
of America, by Lord William de Wyke-
ham, and wus an expression of the
most advanced ideas of education en-
tertained in his day. So far as the
architeeture and plan of the buildings
are concerned, the five eenturies which
huve since elapsed huve suggested but
little that is better. English and
American college builders still follow
De Wykehum's model. But there ia
no better .measure of the difference
between the old time and ‘the pew
than the contrast hetween the “thor-
oagh education” which he sought ta
give and that whick boys now receire.
The undergraduate in De Wykeham's
time, in order to obtain hLis B.A. de=
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