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Bishop's Citrate of Lithin is
a very effective and pleasant
remedy for the relief and
cure of Gout, Rhaumatisgm,
Gravel, Stone and allisd dis=
eases. The regular use of
BISHOP'S CITRATE of
Lithia as a beverage with
menls will completely ward
off an attack of Gout
ALFRED BISHOP, LTD.,
48, Spsiman §t.. London.

- Avstrallan Ofiees:
t8 O'CONNELL-STREET, BYONEY.

CURED.

ROWLAND'S
RACASSAR OIL

FOR THE HARIR.
Preserves. Beautifics, Nour-
Ishes and Restores it more effact-
ually than anything else; pre.
vents gray hair and sourf. For
Ladlas and Children it Is the
best preparation ; also Inm Gold-
on Colour for falf or grey halr.

ROWLAND'S
ODONTO

FOR THE TEETH,
Whitens and Preserves them,
prevanis desaay. sweatsns tha
breath. Ask for Rowland's ar
tictes, of Hatton Ganrden. London.
Sold by Chammts and Btores.

Topics of the Week.
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Mr Seddon’s Intarpreter. ‘

When Mr Beddon recently went son
hiw wrip fo the Booth Bea Inlunds, ene
of ithe party was a gentleman under-
wt#sd to e sn awihority m matters
Polynesian. Ii wan astieipated that
he woald greaiiy aid io the imter-
change of ideas between ike Premier

and the nativer. Hut, an the story -

goes, the interpreter foumw! that his
knrowledge of Maori sicod him in
litile ptead in esnversing with the
jrlanders, and as the pariy went
“from ialand unto island al the gate-
wayr of the day” the repatation eof
the interpreter waned very percep-
tibly. At last it had waned s0 mueh
that mome giddy-minded individual
made bold to play a practical joke on
it. 8o with the asnistance of other
equally vivid imaginations he con-
coted a Jetter that certainly read very
much like some Polynesian dialect
but was really a concatenation of
meaningless werde. When dhe Tu-
tanekail reached ity next port in a

proup ihe Tanguage of which the in- -

terpreter felt auye he hnew gome-
thing about he wae burning to make
up for his past lingnistic failures.
Ile wonld show the party how he
ecnld rattle the lingo. But his joy
was shortliverd.  Scarcely had com-
munieation been established with the
shere before a note addressed to the
Premier, and purporting te come
from one of the chiefs made its ap-
pearance. Then King Richard sum-
moned his interpreter and said unto
him "“Read.” Confident and smiling
the interpreler took the missive pre-
pared to interpret ad aperturam
Hbri, Yet a guarter of an hour later
he bad not read but was perspiring
over those strange and yet familiar
characters. The leiter wtill yemaing
ameng the wnnpmisrpre=d {hings of
this world., Jt is certainly no rine.
cure to he amaleur interprefer to o
party in  strange lands. Fe s
modest as you pleaxe as ‘@ ysur lingo-
istiv sceowmplishment once you weeskly
wndertake to mpeask for “the party™
you are sure to be vilely misjudged.
H you on any sceasion have been
in thot nnenvinble position you will
quite  undesptand what F - mean.
Probably it is with seme pride you
accept 1he role; you feel @ superiority
te the others and ‘& sense that you
are deing them a pervie¢ and eafning
their gratitude. As a fact they are
invariably jealous of yow froam the
sfart and ready fo doubt awd mini-
mixe your ability. 1f you do not moe-
ceed in making some blockherd of a
native wnderstand yon at once or

fuil 10 eateh his mmeaning, the pafty

nmiles compassicnriely on your at-
tempt. A recond  fnilure
provokes  signu’ of trritable impa-
tience; and on the third oceasien you
hear some alluzsion to "poor HBmith's
Freneh™ or German or Bpanish as the
chse mny he. Later your knowledge
of ihe Iungiuage becomes & atanding
johe, Of courme you might torn on
Your friends and tell them te take
up yeur thankless billet, In such a
cane they may be reled ou to anwwer,
"Uh, but we uever pretended we
knew the language,” or “If we did
nndertake to mpeak It we would see
that  we were  underatood.” S0 T
thike with @ considernble gram of
ARlL that story of Mr Beddon's imter-
preter. . S Y

e o &- &6 o
The Differential Honorarium.

Mr Lawry's jocnlar suggestion of a
Hill to readjuat the honorartums of
members =6 that the Wellington rep-
resentativen pot hews thun theie fellow
Wyintntors muy easily seem to many
ROt at All so0 unreasonable as the
Huune mppoarentiy repurded it tg be,
Mr lawry contendéd thut Wellington
memibers, haviag their rexidences and
boninemsen in tha? city, had Tess ex-
pense And more opportunity to attend
tn their private affairs than represen-
tativen who came from ancther part
of the colony. One would natorally
infer that they bud, and that their

litheal dntien dict not interfere with
heir nmual work or profemsion in the
whotesate way it murt do In the case
wf fhe member. for instance, wha
renides in Auckland. The Iatter has
1o leave hia affaire in the hands of
rubordinaten, or, 30 10 speak, shut
up sbop altogeiber; and tbhere way be

invariably

‘ instances where the -e-&ar; mine

of the honorarivm does A0l recom-

. penpe him for the saerifice the second

course entails. 1 could forgive & mem-
ber fretting under a sense that his

© own buwitess wad being mis-manaped,

or was slipping away ifrom him while
he discussed the business of the coum-
try in Wellington; and it is just when
in that frame of mind that Mr
Lawry's suggesticn would commend
itself to his jealous gpirit. But, as I

have paid before in these notes, if it ~

iz indeed the cage that the local mem-
bers and members living near Wel-
lington have a little more time to de-
vote to their own particular affairs
they can only make use of it under
eonditions anything but pleasant, The
eyes of his whole econstituency are
upon the Wellingon member. His
goings in and his goings ont are
marked; and, what is still more dis-
agreeable, his goings on too. The
Auckland member,or the Christehureh
member, or the Dunedin member, is
free from that inquisitorial inspeetion
to which the Wellington representn-
tive is subject. He can go out of the

Chamber to Bellamy's, he can enter- .

tain his friends in the tea-room, he
can leave the House and enjoy him-
gelf at the theaire, and his constitu-
ents will neither know of his ways
nor irouble about ithem. Put the
Wellington members have to play the
role of legislator morning, noon and
night, Thkey are, of course, the mo=t
freely eriticiser! men in the House.
There in the galleries sit their judges,
before whom theyr have continually
t0 be striving to commend themselves.
Herny-handed labour comes of an
evening and looks down into the arena
where the members fight and his eyes
seek out his own man. “There’s my
representative,” says Horny-banded
labour, “the man that speaks in that
there arena for me. Now, what has
he got to say for himself ™ Should
the gentleman not happen {o be in his

place that evening or be'late in reach--

ing it Horny-handed wants fo know
the reason why: also. if Horny-handed
is not sleepy himself that night he
wants to know why his member is
sleeping on his bench or elects to po

home before the House rises.’ Alto-: -

rether, from that cause alone. mot to
speak of the folks who want to sec
him personally and remind him of his
election pledges, hin duty as a mem-
ber., and %o forth, the Wellingion
member's position-is ho sinecure. Re-
garded seriounsly, the proposal to doek
his salary would be most uhijust; he
works as hard for it as any membey in
the House. '
o o ©

A Bit of 01d China. -

A curious old volume, bearing date
1697, has come into my hands.
the relation of the French Jesuit mis-
sionary, Le Compte, of a vieit to
Ching, which e made in 16v3. Le
Compte appears to have been received
well by the Chinese, and according to
his account, he made many converis
to Chrigtianity, There is no indica-
tion in his wsceount of that
violent hostility . to the new
doctrine which to-day hag ecul-
minated {in horrible massacres of
native Christians and others, But as
it was only forty years after his date
that the Jewnuits were expelled from
Chioa, it is plain that the antipathy
to Christianity. if not indeed latent
when he worked among the natives,
wan not long in  developing. The
Jecuit missionaries of fhat day appear
tohave been handicappedin their work
through a dearth of miracles. “Mira-
cles are not Ao common in China we
the ntate of that empire would seem
to reqnire,” mays le Compte, regret-
fully. When he ard hin fellow misaion-
aries related to the Emperor “the
marvels God had been plased to work
in other countries,” the Son ef
Heaven very paturally replicd that
he wounld like to see an enample of
there wondern, “What have we done
to Uod™” asked His Majesty, “that
He renders our conversion so difficnit?
Yon eome from the utmost ends of
the rarth to presch up a4 sew law to
as, ¢ontTary to natnre, elevated sbore
reanon: i it just that we should taka
your word for t? Do some miracies
that may warrant the truth of yoor
religion, and I'H pass my word for the
rincerity of our faith.” No mirarle he-

- <

iog fortheoming, the Emperor would -

It is

have mone of the mew doctrine. Tf
miracles were wanting in Pekin, “the
busigess was otherwize in the Pro-
viocea” sayx Le Compte,
several wers wroaght.” He relates

“where '

some of these. One ia of “an Sdolater

devout in his way,” who at full moon
burped gilkded and silvered papers in

- bonour af his gods, One day when he

was doing thia in front of his gate, &
atorms arose and forced him to com-
plete the eperation in the house. He
bad hardly got his little fire agoing
when the wind blew opew his front
doer and wcattered the burning

papers, 0 that his residence waw

soon ablaze. In the next house, which
was threatened by the flarwes, lived &
Christian, whose brother, failing en

" his kmees, implored the Almighty to

stay the conffagration, anid threw a
small relic from his chaplet inte lhe‘

fire. “All of & rudden,” saye Le
Compte, *Heaven declared itself in
the most miraculous manner: ibe

wind blowing violently forthwith, . & .

slackened, and a eontrary. wind
stronger than that arigsing st the
same time, drove the violent streams
of the flames to the opposite side,
upon the house of a wicked, false-

hearted Christian, that had lately
abjured. It was conrumed in a
moment, becoming an example of ;

Divine vengeance, ag the house that-
heaven preserved wax an
token of His protection.”
o
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What Do They Think?

I wonder if my itererant green
grocer, Chiow Ting—that is his proper
name, 1 have discovered, though we
all eall him John—kunews anything
about the war in China or takes any
interest in it. Does the culture of
cabbages and other greena in ceason -
engage his mind as closely ag it does
his assiduous bands, or do he ané his
compatriots, in those evil-smeliing -
cabins of theirs, intelligently discnss
the  situation. When [ meet
himr of & moerning bent on sapplring
the vegetarian wants of the com- -~
munity, his fuce betruys no knowledpe -
of what ix going on in his native coun-
try. I have thought of preaching him
® lesson ori the brutal ¢harheter of his
nation—the only way I have of taking
vengeance for the recent Pekin horrer
—but I am afrid mry acquaintance with
pidginEnglish wonld harely snflice to
convey a4 proper idea of my indigna-
tron., Even my slightest attempt te
pet from him a litile light on the-
Hoxer movement has met with no sue-
cess. To judge by his replies he is-
no student of contemporary histery,
here or elsewhere, and bisk mind is
centred in bis garden and his work.

o

- But is it isnorance or secrecy that that
“ingcrutable eounténance of

hig  in-
dicates? Even our physiognomists are
often at fault in their veadings of the
Caucasian countenance, mistaking for
the signa of wisdom what is enly thr
expression of stupidity; and how mn('l:
more likely i one {0 err in  striving i
1o read the face of the Mongolianl
For aught I koow John mhy be =
member of one of these secret socie-
ties with which China is honeycombed’
—why not a Boxer? He may be here_
as one oOf their secret emissaries o
spy out the land in preparatton for the
time when the meek Chinaman wiH-
inherit the earth. If the lettvces and’
radishesr had tongues what horrihile
secrets might we not learn from the’
palad bowl—tales of datk eonspirings
of Chirg and Chow in the garden
alleys at eariy morn or dewy eve. 1
is impossible to believe that the Chin-
ese who sojourn among us here ean
love us. ‘They would have to be posa-
sesred of an ultra-Christisn tempera-
ment to do that. Tt is much more-
probable that thoogh for the sake of:
what they make they atay here, they
retain all their nutional antipathy te
the barbarian. Little have we done te
remove it. And so I should. not won-
der if they regard with a secret wntin-
faction the horrible triumphy of their
conntrymen in China.

o o -4 -] o

leh Dien; - :

Snobbishnens in mlways detextnble,
alwayr cootemptitle, wherever- it is
fouad; but of all the many speciex of
the genus spob, 2one ix, I thiok, mors
offennive ihan the democratic variely,
New Zealand, as » hot-bed of this, the
wnollest, mraaest, and most contempt-
ible form of wncbbery, would, 1 im~
agine, be hard ta beat, and it is there-
for mot surprising that it should hute
been malemnly suggested in Parlia-
ment that the term “servant” should
be sbolished as derogstory to the dig-
oily of the Bbuman animal. and thag
homehold domeriien should in futuse
be known an “heose sasistanta” 18
prebably striles sfbere in & dffereand
Jight, but It appears to me that this

evident
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