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TURF FIXTURES.

July 18 and 20 Wellington R.C. Winter
August 14 18 and 1—New Zealand Grand
National Meptlng

e e o
NOTES BY MONITOR,

The winter meeting of the Welling-
ton Racing Club eommences to-day
(Wednesday) and will be continued
on Friday. Given favourable weather
ihe meeting promises ta be more suc-
reasful thun any which harve ever
been held before. as the acceptances

are large, inchuding many risiting
borses. From Auckland Dicgo,
Chevalier, Nor—west, St. Ursula, St

Peter aud Straybird have been sent
dawn, and they should play no small
part in some of the more important

events. Among local sportsmen who
are visiting the capital are Messrs W,
Perci b. . Evett, H. T. Gorrie, G.
Coates, W, Allisen, H. H. Hayr, K.

Wynyard, K. L. Absolum, A, R, Har-

ris. U, F. Mark. aml W, Adams.

The first eveut to be decided to-day
will e the Stewards” Handicap, in
whi 1 =hauld not Le surprised to
find Peter pluying a strong hand,
althangrh he may have trouble to dis-
pose af tuby Twist and Indian Shot.
In the Winter liurdles Plain Bill may

win, with Chevalier as bis nearest
attendant. For  the Darliamentary
Handicap 8t. Ursuln  is not  badly

treated. aithough ideal may be the
ane to trouble her most. Judped by
his Gisboroe running Straybicd ap-
pears rather o good thing for the
Maiden Steeplechase, in which most
opposition way come from Cairo and
Silver  Lay. For the Steeplechase,
which takes pluce on the secand day.
poptliar report points to Dingn as
likely to provide the winner, but
nathing will surprise me leas than to
find the Top weipht Nor'-west there ar
thereabouts at the finish.

The disappointing Wait-a-Uit once
mare is being selected ax likely to
provige the winner of the Melbourne
Cup, aml his supporters would scem

ax xunguine as wsual, fudging by the
Jarge wimers taken abont this aptly
namet]  xon of Malua. Time after

Time Wait-a-Hit hax been considered
in the Yght of a pood thing, but
willy about ene solitary exception he
has  disappointed his  admirers. I
am with those who think that Wait-
a-Bit has seen his best day, and hared-
Iy look for a win from him, but
should he do so it will be some re-
eompense for the long series of dis-
appuintinents which his followers
bave undersone,

A cable to hand stites thnt the ex-
Australine maure Malua is favourite
for the Liverpool Cup at 6 to 1
agninst. Flie speedy mare has
plucmt several fmiportant wing to her
owner's eredit, and it will be pieasinpg
to In that she has once more proved
uuperier 1o the opposition at Home.

When out at Ellerslie Iast Baturday
morning ! noticed severnl horses nn-

dergoing  their dduily work. Wright
meut Exptosion three times ronnd at
® xalit but. the big fellow moving

in a vers reselute style. TFThe son of
Cuirnssier. who has Dbeen under a
elamd of unxeinklness for some time,
sicins to be
geiher wraing and it is greatly ta be
hoped that this foe thoronghbred will
stand a cup preparation so as tn he
nble to fulfit his big Southern FHrnre-

ment i the spring. Another Cup
candifate in Hengist was  restrictod
tu two wolit rounds of the eourse, the
kon of Nt Teger appeared tg me to
move a 1rifle sare after bis work., The
game dittde S0 Paul is being worked
wgmin, il the little chuspion looks
as thowgh he is fur from being Jdone
with, for sinee hiv retirement his logs

have fined dowa, aned le ears o vy
usty appenranve all over,

The first  Austrolosian Waterloo
Cup won winler (he nospices of thn
Victariun aned N.S.W. Coursing Ansa-
ciation, fell to Mr Thomaw' Transit,
which bear Czardas, At the same
meeting that succesaful NS, Wales
courscr, Mr Niadon, of ooty 111,
won the Wnterloo Puree with hin dog
Booty, whick it will be remumbered

recently won
in Sydney.

The jumper Kanaka, whe ia in
Ross’s care at the lake, already
shows big aigna of improvement, the
beach work, and =alt water no doubt
harving a great deal to do with it.
The black horse is engaged at Christ--
chaorch next month, but I have not
heard whether be will be sent down
to fulfil them.

The big erent of the winter meet-
ing held by the V.R.C. at Fleming-
ton was decided last Saturday, this
being  the Grand National Steeple-
chase, Sixteen horses went to the
post to do battle for the thousand
pound prize, Mysore being a pro-
nounced favourite at 9 to 2 apguinst,
while the next in request was (hel-
sea which started at 9 to 1. The Iat-
ter, however, came to grief at the
first feuce in the straight, where
Wallahy 1% in possession  from
Rosebunl. tnrn and CGrusado. The ex-
Aucklandsr, however, fell when pass-
ing the sheds in the second round, at

the - Chumpion Stakes

which point the favourite ran off.
Wiallaby maintained his lead until
the striirhr wis reached. when Rose-

bud came with o long ™in and won

by four lengt ia  Gmin Z30}secs,
which s the stest time for the
race. The winner, who is by Quintin

from Muistep., enrried 9sf. and was
rielden by Jackson,

The moxt fancied candidates for the
N.Z. Cnp appear to be Recort Reign,
which is fqnoted at 10 to 1, Malatua,
which stands at 100 ko 7, and Sea-
horse and 5t. JIlarie, about whose
chane = W00 to 6 have been written.

The speeidy Telephone, besides be-
ing alde to win flat and hurdle races
fur his owner, comes in very hand
in the winler months for a lIndies’
hack. and by his appearaunce makes
i real goed one at the game. I notice
very afwen the chestout gelding doing
duty in this capacity in the Lake dis-
trict. At present he bears a rery
healthy look. and no doubt this hack-
ing about the roads keeps him in
good trim at this period of the vear,

It is a somewhat eurious coinci-
dener that both the winners for the
VoB.C. Grand Natioval Hurdle Race
and  Steepiechase should have heen
the great cutsiders in each case.
Both Aquarium and Rosebud started
at the remunerative odds of 33 to 1
against, sa that if at all Lacked the
stables showld ecome in for a good
win., Hoth were, of ¢ourse, BMong
the very lightly weighted division.

One day during the week 1 dropped
across that pgood little mare Miss
Delaval on the Ellerslie Road. She
i looking in rare trim at present,
Laving furnished all aver ¥Eery coo-
siderably of late, and at first glimpse
it was hard to recognise the daughter
of Heaton Delaval. who has grown
into a splendid mware, McManemin
should have her cherry ripe by N_Z.
Cup time, and if sent dewn to com-
pete she is hound te make a bold bid
for victory, for with 7.12 she will beat’
far more than beat her,

M@ Voltigeur TL, the hera of our
last Great Northern Steeplechase, ap-
pears to have almost recovered from
his recent lameness which befel him
in the big event. The prey pelding
is to be seen running out daily in a
paddock at Luke Takapunn, and by the
wiay he moved abouwt the field one af-

“termonn recently when the lads were

#fter him to house him for the night
quite eonvinced me that it wonld pot
be lotrgr biefore the son of Lionel would
be ready for the fray apain.

In Americs they establish sBOme
very fust records both on the flat and
over sticke.  Necently a wmile
quurter hurdle race wax s

rxceedingly faxt time af © ;. 111, It
i= not steted how many ) uerilex there
were o1 what was their [isht,

Among the quotations put forth by
the bookoakers 1 notice twes New
Zesland Cup cnndidates, viz., Volley
and Easiphele, figuring at the remun-
rrative odds of 100 to 1. By the ex-
treme lung wdde oflered it would ap-
pear that these two lightly weighted
vquines porsess n very smull chance
of xcoring, although during the week
sanie  inditidual jn the South - was
found willing to stake £15 on Volley's

orts and Pastimes, —

chance, the wager writien being 13500
1o 15.

8. Loates siill keeps his place at the
head of the winning jockeys in the
Old Country. Maddern haa now passed
M. Cannen and Rickaby, and holds
second position with a score of 35 to
the. 41 of Loatea The brothers Hein
now are A tie at 21, while the other
jocksys who have reached a double
figure total, are K. Cannon {19),
Righy (18). andh J. H. Martin (18).

The well-known gentleman rider,
Me I* Nengle, who met with an acel-
dent while riding The Gryphon at the
recent (iisborne meeting is making a
gowo<d recovery from hiz injuries, The
accident enme at n very bad time, for
he had enpageinents to fulfil at both
the Wollingion and Grand Natiomal
meetings, and bix mishap will have
the effect of making him capcel these
contructs.

Clack-ma-Cuddin, one of Mr 5. H.
Gollan's latest importations from New
Zealand, finished last in the Craven
Stakes run on the opening day of the
Epsom meeting. At the same gather-
ing the disappointing Obun coukl enly
get third in the Epsom Plate, when
entrusted with the confidence of his
DWIIeT.

The OCanterbury Jockey Club wiil

give £10,100 in stakes at their Spring.

meeling, which is an increase of
£2,625 on lasxt year's ampunt, The
meeting will be a fonr days' fixture,
and will be beld on the ird, 5th, 7ih,
ard 10th of November.

The pictore of Heather Spy which
T promised to publish in this issue
has Dbeen unavoidably held over till
next week,
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AUCKLAND COURSING CLUB.

The July meeting of the Auckland
Coursing Club was commenced on
Satnrday last, amdl will be continued
this afternoon (Wednesday)., The
two prineipal stakes were the Brace-
let and Waitakerei Cup, which carry
with them trophies presented respec-

tively by Mesars H. H. Hayr and F.

W. Coombes. As is customary at the
Avondale Plumpton the hares ran
magnificently, not a single cne being
pulled down during the whole after-
nocn, Some of the gres where ex-
ceptionally good, motabiy those in
which Dragoon beat The Gale and
later on when be beat Iighwater.
Another close course was that be-
tween Pieklock and Waltzer, in which
the iatter dog succutnbed by a single
point after runuiog 2 no course. The
Napier dag Rory O'More also had a
grueling go against (Gobo, Juneson
alone enabling him io win. Nr F. W,
Coombes a8 usual acted as judge, bis
verdict i all cases being given very
promptly, Alr J. 0. Evett and Mr M.
Foley ncted as stip and flag steward.
while Mr D). Brenan was in his ac-
costomed position as slipper.

FOOTBALL. -

The weatler on Baturday morning
did not appear promising for football,
but before midday it cleared up and
the afternoon was beautifuly fine. It
waz generally anticipated that the
result of the match between City and
Grafton would go far towards decid-
ing t{he championship, and conse-
quently the attendance at the con-
vincing ground at Potter's was a re-
cord one for the season. The pnme
evoked any smount of enthusiasm,
the rupporters of each team rolling
up in strong force, The play was
fairly even, City having moch the bet-
ter of the game in.the frst spell,
when they had the advantage of the
winet and sun behind them, whilat in
the secomdt spell Grafton had the up-
per hand but did not show such
matrked auperiority as did their op-
j2:nents in the first spell and suffered
defeat by 11 pointy to 3,

On No. 2 ground DPonsonby met
Suburbs, and the result of the game
was & grent surprise, Ponsonby bLeing
defented by 6 points to 5, this being
Suburbs® first win for the season.

At North Shore the lecol team were
beaten by Nrwton after a close bnt
ratuer uniplerestlng game, the

mcores being 11 poinile to 8.

Baturday's results leaves city with
the leud for the championship, and
unless Newton can bring about their
downfall next Baturday the premier-
ship will be decided in their favour,
On recent form Newton's chance does
aot appear very bright, but at foot-
ball the uvnexpecied so often happens
that it is saler not to make a too de-
cided prediction. Nevertheless should
City play up to their form of lask
Saturday I fancy they will win.
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CITY Y. GRAFTON. -

“The spin of the coin favouring City
they naturally elected to take advan-
tage of the strong breese that was
blowing and to have the sun behind
them. Right from the beginning
they got on a strong attack and for
some time gove Grafton » particular-
ly lively time of it, and it was only
first rate tackling that prevented a
score on more than one occasion. A
little later on some of the Grafton for-
wards got on a splendid rush and car-
ried the ball right down the ground,
but just when a score eppeared im-
minent Brady tripped and fell over
the Gall and the opportunity was lost.
City socn removed the play to Graf-
ton's guarters and wmade desperate
efforts to cross the line. Eventually
their efforts were rewarded, the for-
wards badly beating the Grafton full-
back, and rushing the bull over the
line, Nicholson obtaining o iry.
Young wns entrusted with the shot
at goal, but the attempt failed. al-
though the kick was oot at all a -
ficult ane. For the next ten minutes
City held the upper hand nud main-
tnined &n almost incessant attack om
irafton’s line and eventualiy. de-
spite the strong defence offered, Ab-
solum succeeded in dashing over the
line, and scored near the corner. The
Jick at goal was a failure. but the
angle was a very difficult one. On
the game resuming Grafton for the
first time took a turm at attacking,
and for some minuies they looked
very like scoring, but a force was the
only result. A mipute or so laier the
black and whites had another chance;
the ball was kicked over the line, and
Sterling dived for if, but wunfortu-
nately for Grafton he overshot the
mark and the ba!l was kicked to the
dead ball line, and almost immediately
afierwards the bell went.

With only 6 points scored against
them, Graiton still loocked to have a
winning chance when ends were chang-
ed, but they seemed unable to take
advantage of the more favourzble
conditions under which they were
piaying. 1t muay be that their efforts
in the first spell had taken a lof out
of them, but certainly they did not
do nearly so well as was anticipated.

For the first few ininutes of the
aecond spell the ball was in Grafton
territory, and on cne oceasion it was
only Campbell's pace that averted m
score, & forece resulting. From the
kick-out, however, the ball was taken
to City's 25, but for some time all
Grafton’s efforta to score were futile.
At length, however, from a scrum
near City’s line Kiernan whipped out
the ball to S8mith on the “silly” side,
and the Intter player dashed over tha
line and scored amidst great excite-
ment amongst Grafton's supportera
The kIck at goal, a very difficult one,
was entrusted to Cucksey, who made a
pgreat effort, but the ball fell short.
From this on Grafton had the better
of the play, but their attack lacked
“devil,” and City's line was rarely in
danger. Just on time the City for-
wards got on a magnificent rush from
the half-way flag, nnd sweeping aside
all opposition they carried the ball
over the line, and Scott falling on it
scored mear the pasta. Young con-
verted and the bell went for time.

It cannot Le said that there was
anything of the fluke in City's victory,
pod everyone must admit that the
better team wou. Had, howerver,
Grafton taken full advantages of the
epportunities that oifered City's mar-
gin would prebably net have been so
lurge.

Teo the City's forwards ta a very
large extent can bLe ascribed the vie-
tory of their team. Every man played
well, and they showed superiority over
their opponents in pretty well every
deportment of the game. On the
other hand, Grafton's forward play
was disappuinting, though, of course,
it may be that they were overmatched,
In the enrlicr matehes of the geason
ihe black atd white vangunrd seemed
more than able to hold their own with
their opponents, but on the last twa
Saturdays they appearcd to lack come



