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THE ‘GR&aPEIC COUSINS
COT FUNKD.

This fund is for the of maintain
ing & poor, sick child i3 the Auackiand
Hospital, and i eontzibated to by the
1 Graplie ' cousins—readers of the children's

The cot has beca abready t by
their kind collection of moner, and now
£235 a vear is needed to pay for the nursine,
food and medical attenvlance of the ehild
in it Any contnbutions will be gladir
received by Cousin Kate, care of the Lad
Editor, * New Zealand Graphic,” Stortlam
street, or collecting cands will lx sent co
ap,; Lration

Result of Ingenuity Composition.

Thiz. you will remember. was for
The lw=t wentence compeesd of words
\megrinning wirth rhe letfers in the word
Mafeking., arranred in their proper
wrder. 1 sheuld have given yeu the
result of this before, bul the gentle
mani who consented o judpe for me
has lwen anay. ank 1 had o wait 1ilk
he came bav I think., however. ail
have tried, and many

The cowsins

r~ were very viever. The
warded to
COUSIN GES 2 EMITSON,
ROTORU A

w hise sentence is: .
~Many a Faithful English Knight 1s
Now fromel”

1 1hiuk you will admit thar this i= 2
reatly excellent =entence. Iwing sim-
frie. direet, amd st the same tine ap-
propriate amd to the puint. There
was oniy one prire. but some of the
ot her anzwers are o gasd that |orhink
1 =hall give a few of them. This for
instance. went by Consin Beryh, was
plaer! sevond in the onler of merit
by the judge:
“Many Afrivan Friemds Explain Kru-
wer Intends No Guile”
Cousin  Adelaide, of  Whangacwi,
comes thind with this:

=Mafehing's Abhorrence For Facentrie
Kruwer Is Naturally lireat.™

she atu sends anuther one:

tes Fun, Fapecisl-

Y Lirnnts”

Iy Krupger's g

wt, thongh i1 mahkes You laugh. this
is not ao gumsl, aml diees Bt ARk
amungst The le=t,

A really capital rentence is sent by
Consin Flla. of Wellington. Here it is:

“Mafeking Aroused Furore: EvenKro-
ger Is Now Gloomy.”
1 think we should give thiz fourth
pace. 1 shall not attempt to put any
maore in their order, but ki xou
jinige for yoursrlves.
Cousin Vivinn =ends thix. She ix only
ten, remember:
~Mufekings Aftitude Finally Ends
Kruger's Iindependent Nonsensical
Gas™
Tiere are a whole bateh. nil by one
cotsin, whoe has alse forpoiten to
snd  hiv or her mame. Noubtless
there was a letter with it. but T can-
nut remember whose it was. Some of
theze are grod. | think:

“Malicinus Adversaries Fly. Epergetic
Kitchener Intends Xo Grace™
“Mizhty Armiex Fight. Ermsing Kru-

ger'z lmpudent. Nefarioms Game.”
“Mrndacious Antagonists Fillked Every
Kopje. Invisibly Noting Gatacre.™
“AMere Artfulness Faila Egotistical
Kruger 1= Not Giame.”
“Many Awerican Friemds Evince Kind
Toterest, Never tiuessed ™
_ Vousin Gladys tries with the follow-
ing:
Mateking altained Fioal FEgress.
Khaki iz Now General
There are a hosi mere. many of
~hem very good. but ¥ think these are
anbout the best, and have room for no
uure just now.
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Ancther Ingenuity Competition.

1 think you all understand how it
i= done now, so I will offer another
prize ta the cousin who makes the
veal sentence out of

ROBERTS.

Remember, the simpler sentence the
bester. 1bat is why George bEmpson's
teok the prize. Now, all ury apain

for thi= one. 1 shall keep it open
till August 1st.
e 88
Prize for Best Competition or
Essay.

Ml aof yonm who still go to school
have eompositions or esays to wne,
I expect. well, I am going to give
two prizes for the best composition
sent me betore August & Youn may
send one ¥ou have written in school
or youn may sead a special one, bot it
should not be more than. say, abougt
4.+ words. You must write on one
sile of the paper only. Thixr is very
important. You may choose any rub-
jeet yvou like. but you must do it all
hy sourselves. except you may get
rour parents or teachers 1o give you a
=ubhject. Try and make your com-
position as origival as possible. Say
whatever you really think vourself
ahout the subject you write about: |
am ausions for all cousing to go in
for 1hiz compeuaon. and shall give
very nice book < prizes. One prize
will be for cousins uer 12 aml one
tfor cowsins under 12 If there are
vuongh conmewitions, 1 may
give some extra priors. Al cousins
old or new may guo in for vither of
the=r competitions. @ 1 expect a fine
ot of work over them., The more xon
wive the better [ shall like it.

Hemember the dawe of cleking is
Nugust Sth.

COUSING CORRESPONDENCE

Inar Consin Kale.—1 wnas very
plenwd ta we my laxt letter in the
~traphic™ aml thank yeu very much
for accepting me an a rousin, [ have
not xet receised my collecting cand
andd ladge. 1t has been very wel wra-
ther here lately. Towday it has becn

thuodering. lighiening, and raining
very hard. We are having our mid-
winter holidays mow, but op Mooday
we are 10 start school again. | would
like going ta achool very much if we
bad no soms to do. [ do oot like
sums. [ have pot one pet cat; her
name & Tiny. My youngest sister
has got two, an old cat and a kitten.
The kitten iz very yonng: it runs
about the bouse, bat it will nat let
anyone catch it,. My eat is very old:
she is twelve years old. I think I
must take this lerter to an end. With
love to all the cowsins. I most say
good night—I remain, your true ecou-
sin, Bertha Keith, Mausgatawhiri.
{Dear Cousin Bertha.—1 hare sent
the badges off to-day so you will have
received them before yon see this 1

expecet. 1 quite sywmopathise with you
abont sums. | hated srithmetic at
school. What colour i yoor ca?

Tweive seems a preat age for a cat,
does it pot? Can she see well, or is
she nearly blind. as they osnally are
when they get very old? Which is the
elder, ¥ou or \Alice? Write again
s00n and tell me all! about xrourselves
Mind you enter for the competitions.
~Consin Kate,]
a8 G

Dear Cousin Kate.—I am entering
for 1he Mafeking competition. but as
we did not receive our “Graphic™ un-
til rather Iate I have not time to
wTite more.—Klla

[Dear Cousin Flla,—1 nope you wiil
enter for the next ingenitity compe
tition because some of your sen-
tences wWere very gsomd.  You may
have better fortone next time.
I'lrase wTite e a longer letier soon.
~Cousin Kate.]
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Dvar Coosin Kate.—T am sending
yor a lot of sentences made our of
the letrers in Mafeking. 1 Ffound
1M wonls: some of them [ caonot
put in the sentences. I did not see
Your notice of the Mafeking compe
tition. =0 I do mot koew if 1 have
done it the right way. I shoold like
¥ou ro give us another wornl.—Marion.

|invar Couxin Marion.—I am se
sorry all your trouble was wasted.
You did mot. quite nodersiand how o
do 1the sentences, but will now be able
to pick it vp and go in for the néw
one made out of Roberts. Get some
grown-up person to explain from this
week's  “Uraphic™ and try  again.
Perhaps vou will suceded, One never
koonws!—{ousin Kate.}
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Dear Lousin Kate,—1 should like a
enllecting card: [ have been promised
one shilling. and 1 think that if I had
a card 1 could collert a lot more. As
you ilid oot el ws & enrd | am atraid
you did pot pet Marien's letter
giving our address. I am glad 1o hear
that Consin Edmond keeps poultry; |
=hall s glad of all the information he
can " give about poultry keeping: we
have about seventy hems. asd make a
good deal of money out of them in
the vear. 1 think relling the epgs
pays better than rearing chickens for
the market Qur butcher will never
Eive uz more than one shilling each for
fine young roosters. and we lite 1on
far away from a large town 1o send
them in without a great deal of ex-
ense.  We are having our winter boli-
fday: wmow. It i very provoking 1o
have so ey wet dave. T wanted to
put my garden in soed onder before
=rhool began, but 1 have not been able
W touch it: i1 is such dirty work pull-
ing the weeds when the ground is wer.
I have a few cabbage and eanliflower
plants pat in.  Ax soon 3s the ground
i ¢ry enough 1 ioteml putting in a
early potatoes. \We are 0sing new
Dolators mow  that were planted in
March, What ix that which ix cnt at
both end: and ret made longer™ —From
Cousin Kowe.

[Trear Cousin Rowe—1 hare -jnst
Ionked at the book in which T kerp the
namwes and addressex of all the consins
and T find [ hare not either rours ar
Marion's second name ard address, xa
! cannot have received the betier from
her with them in. You do not give
vour surname In this letier either.
Tease nend it Me noon, so that | may
»rwi Yoo a eard. us you kindly promise

Lp rollect. TWhat sort of fowls do you
kewrp? If you have really good big
table birds. yow ought 1o be able 1o pet
far move than a shilling for ithe rooxt-
rra. Write to the Stork Department.
Government PBuiklings. Ancklapd. and
they will send you & book telling you
how o prepare poultry for freezing
and sendmg Homse, You can also learn
from it abont 8 mew way of kweping
epws for winter. 1t is dresdful wea-
ther for gardening. i= it not? L too,
want to get wome weeding done. bt it
is far too wet. The siugs, too, are
fearfuliy bad this year. Have yon
many ia your garien? They destroy
a terrible nomber of plants in mine.—
Cousin Kale.]
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Dear Cousin Kate.—1 would be so
pleased if yon would accept me as a
cousin, [ thooght as my sister has
become one of yoor cousias yon would
have me for one mlsa. I have been
staving with sobw of my relations st
Tamaki West for about righteen
months, and I enjoved myself wvery
much. The house in which T was stay-
ing at was very close to a beautiful
sbelly beach and 4 s¢a. When J had
any spare time my consins and I used
to go oul boating or fishing. Some
tfimea we would see who could gather
the most sheils. In the sommer time
we went for a few Lrips in & large sail-
ing vessel to the Thames, Bay of Is-
lands and Tanratiga. I thoupht the
places all very pretty. I was very glad
to return to my proper home about two
months ago. — With love to all the
ecowsins. 1 remain, Four troe cousin,
Alice Keith, Maungatawhiri.

[Dear Cansin Alice.—Welcome to oor
band of ecousins You will get vour
card before thie appearz. as I posted
it to - day. with a badge. You are
quite a traveller. ave xou not? I shoull
have tremendously eajoxed soch trips
as vou made all round the coast. Ar
yon a good sailor? I think you mnst
Le. or ¥ou would never have sentored
a secomd trip. Collecting shells js very
interexting. I think. Have yon ever
tried covering cigar boxes with them?
They look so prettg.—Cousin Kate]
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AN ENMPIRE CITY LETTER.

Twar Consin Kate.—One night
cently T had the pleasure of being

present at the performaoce of the
—irapd Duke.” It was in every way

highiy e¢reditable, and the Amatear
Operatic Society should feel prowd

of their production. The scene is
laid in a German State. and the period
is the middle of la=t century. .\ plot
exizts 10 dethrone the reigning Duke.
the members of & theatrical company
being & pacty to the conspiracy. and
their mapager i= looking forward to
filling the dukedom. In the mean-
time the leading comedian. Luilwig.
discloxes the plot to, of all persons,
The Grand Duke’s prirate detective,
whe is so taken back by the informa-
tion tbat he faile to arrest the con-
spirator. Here ia indeed, a how-do-
yoo-do affair; the expopents of bis-
trionic art are betrayed. and some-
thing munst needy be done. Dr. Tann-
hauser. a notary, suggests that Ernest
{(the manager) and Ludwig fSght a
statutory dael. v

Sword or pistol peither uses, -
Flavieg card be HehuUy choowes.

loser simply
Some prefer the churchyard mould:
Sarange the views some pecple hold:

From a pack of eards Ludwig draws
an ace. and Ernest 3 King, which be-
ing the lower card is the loser. and
accordiogly  considered a8 dead.
Ludwig then goes to the Grand Duke
10 make a full disclosore of the con-
wpiracy and to throw all the blame on
the dead man. Duke of Rudolph. who
is a frail specimen of hemaoity. set
up on a pedextal for ridicule. and to
Tw poked fuam at im true Gilbertinao
faxhion, iz in mortal fear of his life,
aml is looking for some painless mode
of exit from the world.- Lodwig see-
ing this sugpesty the statutory duel.
Rudolph agrees. koowing that the
lature providing thewxe diels. baving

oot been renewed, expites the next
ax. aml the loser can. when be
pleases. come 1w life agnin.  The dael

in fought in the market-plare. and
the eards having been arranged. Lud-
wig draws the ace. Rmlolph drawing
the king ia deemed dead, Ludwig e
comes Gramd Duke. Hix first act is
to extend the satute relating o
dueln for 100 years, and thus sxsure
his position. The Grand Duke amrd
bin court apjwwr in Greek costnmes
made Ffor an intended performance
of “Troelus and Cressida.” Then



