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CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee, = - Jaly 2.

The old-time “Capping Day” came
round again last Friday, but onea
having seen the ceremony and heard
the accompanying noises, unless di-
rectly interested, one does not choose
it a8 & pleasant way of spending an
afternoon, Why it should be go in a
mystery, but certainly the higher edu-
eation does not produce a correspond-
ing state of refinement on these days.
gir James Hector and some of the pro-
fensors must have felt a good deal of
annoyance, even remembering their
own boisterous eollege days. The hall
wae filled with spectators, mostly
friends of the college students. In
the evening a dance was held in the
University Hall, at which over a han-
dred were prerent. inciuding Profes-
mor, Mra. and Miss Cook, Dr. and Mra.
Y¥yans, Canon and the Misses Harper,
Professor, Mra, and Misa Haslam, Pro-
fessor Wall, Mr. A. and Miga Wilding,
Miss Maling, Mr 1%, Mrs, and Miss
Curnow, and Misa Wilkon, Misses Fra-
da Marsden, Pasley, Kaue, Greensill,
Daobsen (2), Hardcastle (2), Moir,
Messrs. Newman, Moir, Cooper, Scott,

Btowe, Prideaux, East, E. Rice, Mor-

ris, Irwin, Flower, Collins, ete, Tn one
Toom music and cards were provided
for those who did not dance, and the
Misses Hardeastle and Newman sang
very kweetly, Some very pretty dress-
e were worn, Miss Cook looked well
in white soft silk, with pale green
chiffon rosette on the front of bodice.,
the tong ends fulling to the foot of the
skirt; Miss Curnow, pale yellow gown
and white flechn, with long enda; Miss
Wilson, blue flowered silk petticoat
and bedice, the over skirt open in
front of bright blue satin, slightly
trained at the back; - Miss Kane,
cream silk with chiffen bow and long
ends from the bodice; Miss Marsden,
black velvet relieved with pink Dbro-
cade; Miss —. Hardeastle, black vel-
vet with steel and silver trimming;
Miss Hardcastle, pale pink gown,

A very pleasant little euchre party
was given on Thursday evening by
Mrs. Poulton, Avonside, of five or six
tablea. The first prizes were won by

Mimn Winter and Mr. Hume. Others
resent wers: The Missen Izard, Mr
ascoe, ete. A ver{ jolly time wan

spent, finishing with a dainty little

supper.

July 4,

On Tharaday morning Professer
Rutherford, of MecGill Universily,
Montreal, who hag been visiting
Christchureh for =some weeks, wan
quietly married at Papanuai Chnreh
by the Rev, H. T. Purchas to Miss

ary Newton, daughter of the late
Mr. Arthur C. Newton, of Christ-
c¢hurch, Professor Rutherford in a
son of Mr. Janes Rutherford, of Tara-
naki, but his college days were spent
in Christehurch, and we are very
proud ef the way he has succeeded in
his career. Miss Newton was at one
time a “sweet girl graduate” at Can-
terbury College, and we wish them
both every happtuess,

The Old Girls' Association of the
High School had a very enjoyuble
evening last week. Miss Gibson, the
lady principal, fully explained the
work intencded to be done by the vari-
ous sectionn, the secretaries of eneh
having something to say on their
schemes. Musie, recitations, light re-
freshments and much merry chatter
brought 19 o'clock only too soon up-
on them. Ares. Donuld McELean was
present, aml - played several piano
solos, and on the feliowing day was
the proud. posscssor of her degree
{Buchelor of Music), which she has
worked hard for since her adinittance
at a very early age 1o the Canterhury
College. \ .

One of the most suceessful of the
Christehurch  Liedertatel's Herren
Abend’s took place on Friday, the
large room in Hobbs' buildings Dbeing
uncomfortably full both af vigitors
and smoke, especially the latter, so I
am told by cne who emokes, for of
course we are not admitted on smoke
evenings, But, like our Cathedral
boys, who never sing so well out of
the Cathedral, so with the Liedertafel,
they alwinys seem to give their best
concerts in their usual practice room
in a cloud of smoke. Mr, F. M, Wal-
lace created rfuite a furore with hig

viclin playing, partly perhaps because
they feared w desertion in favour of
the *cello after the last concert.

I hear there is & probability of a
Hunt Club ball after the (irand Na-
tional. That is something to hope for,
and the next Geisha dance takes place
on the 26th July.

The many friends of Mrs. Albert
Kaye will be interested to know she
has written a book, & New Zenland
story, entitled, I think, “*Huromi™ It
WiB published in London, und eritics
82y is & very readable and healthy
story. Her nom de plume is Banner-
man Kaye, and 1 am longiug to read
and judge for myself.

DOLLY VALR.

' PICTON.

Dear lee,

Though matrers are
here business is guing
great strides, so that it
like a blow to hear that Marlboraugh
wis left out io the cold when the ap.
portioning of the varions railwiye was
antler eonsideration by the powers
thit Le,  There is no doubt that a
rallway from Picton—as the terminus
of the Houth Island—ie Christehureh
is urgently required, Farming on the
land lately purchased by the {iovern-
went s out of the guesiion till the
railwey  communication is complete,
and it ois simply eniailing a life of
isolation and poverty on those whe
have taken up small farms, There is
no outlet furr (heir produce and no
association for them with the outside
world.  The small—comparatively, 1
mean—sfeamers now an the run be-
tween Wellington aud Pletan do the
trip under five hours from wharf to
wharf, and severnl times lately §t has
been done in four hours and a quarter,
The important freezing operations
now being started in Picton must
eventwally force our town into promi-
nence; and se it behoves our legis-
lature to consider our requirements,
and if they are to borrow at all bor.
row enough ta make Marlborough in
particular and New Zealand in general
a, real wide-nwnke place to live in.

Juue G

socially  dtull
shearl  with
came rather

Mr. John L. Milton

Semior Sui

St Jokn's Haspitar for the Shin, London.

“From time to time I have ,
tried very many different soaps’
and after five-and-twenty years
careful observation in man
thousands of cases, both in
hospital and private practice,
have no hesitation in stating
that none have answered so
well or proved so beneficial ro
the skin as PEARS' SQAP,
Time and more extended trials
have only served to ratify this
opinion which 1 first exprassed
upwards of ten years ago, and
to increase my confidence in
this admirable preparation.”

"By _,_ Specia
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The Mieses Oreensill, of “Brooklyn,™

had a very suceesaful :
AFTERNOON

on Wednesday. Mias Greegsill waa
wearing & green costume with a precty
milk frant; Misa Ethel Greensill was o
navy blue; Mrs Allen, in black; Mrs
Riddeld, in_tallor-made purple cloth
¢ostume, with cream vest and brown
bhat trimmed with yellow silk and
purple and yellow pansies; Miss Pell,
tailor-made brown costume with yel-
low vest and pretty toque to match;
Miss Nora Allen, nary blue peplin
costume and brown hat; Miss Hoim
(Wellington), fawn costume, trimined
with rows of narrow  velvet; Misa
Mildred Fell, navy blue costume with
tague en anite; Miss Hallert, black
costutne, siilop hat; Miss Nellie Allen,
tark blue tailor-made eloth eostnme.
vream silk vest with lace cravat, and
kailor hat; Miss Grace Allen, roynl
blue costume, red silk tie and iwlt. A
very merry afterncon was spent telling
funny ancedates and relating travel-
ling experieuces by sea and fand.

There is always u good dea! to say
about the weather, Que never kuaw's
how to take it, Walking parties wl
tishing expeditions have to posik-
poned from week to week, or adjourn-
el sine die on accouut of its vagaries.
Yet we live in hopes. .

The “Peace’ Celebration Commitiee
hold regular meetings and report pro-
gress.  Private letters From New Zea-
landers in South Afrien eay that tha
#nd must soan cowe now, that the
TBoers are becoming demaralised, asnil
are surrendering on all sides. The
horrars of the Chinese rebwellion and
the famine in India seem aslost to

have snperseded the pgreat  ioterest
ta? * the South Afriean war.
JIEAN,
NELSON,
Dear Nvee, July 2.

On Tuesday evening Mr aod Mrs
Xingdon gave a

DELIGHTFUL LITTLE DANCE
at their residence, which was thor-
oughly enjoyed by ail present. The

. PROFESSO_R
SirErasmusWilson

Late Presideni

Ropal Collepe of Swrpront, England,

“The use of a good soap
is certainly calculated to pre-
serve the skin in haalth, to
maintain its complexion and
tone, and prevent it falling
into wrinkles, PEARS' is a
nameengraved on the memory
of the oldest ighabitant ; and
PEARS' SOAP is an article
of the nicest and most careful
manufacture, and one of the
most refreshing and agreeable
of balms for the skin."

'ROYAL HIGHNESS THE

ince o« Wales.




