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FEY,

" CAPT.

AYNOPHIE UF PREVIOUE CHAITELR

The uvpening chaptet, as I8 usual, lotre-
duees B nuber of drumatis petsonse, We
e at Fort Hauchur, In Arlzona, where
unlantlier of soldlers and officers are gathered
Intereuted In the capture of Geronlno, sn
Apache chief, and & band of Indlane devai-
tating the country. We frat ineet the nen,
who evidenily disllke one Melllsh, who la
about to be promoted am thelr sergeant.
Melllvh 18 & maon of good family, whu hay
eohie 1o grief, but who I8, It appears, trylng
o pull up. We are then lntreduced to Lieut,
Hevker ant his friend Hanan, nu Irleh-
Mexican, the won nf a  Spunisb-Mexleaw
morther, and an old gold prospector from
1the Kwernld Tate. He I8 0 chinrmlogly Inzy
ahid gruceful mnn, and peemsa AMURing.

CHAITER 11.—Tlla hegine on the tralw
wihich I tuklog Colonel Marcey, his danghter
Muary, and hla nlece Nina to the fork, Both
yirin are very beantiful, Nlua a8 a2 sewd-
Hpanlah type, and Mary as n Northerner
and an Engllsh giel, Captaln Adalr jolne
the traly, and lg dmmediately much tuken
with Nlpa, who 18 quite consclous of the
«lfvrt her power snd beauty bBave bad upon
hlm,

Chapters 111, and IV, describe the
purty at the Fort, and the progress of twn
love affairs. In Chapter V. the firat of
these, the attachment hetween Captalil
Aduir and Nina develops Lnty an exchange
af vows between the two, The girl s
greathy dirtresred at the thought that the
Captadn must leave her to take purt In a
langerans expedition against the Indlana,
wnd nt hix suggestion she agrees to
murtry him a1 once.

Chapter VI revenls sume unpleasant
Tuets about Melllsh, who 1 appears hax
a4 wife and child whom he hns descerted.
Chapter VIT.. 45 Nina and the Captaln
are riding home they are attacked by
Indians,  Adalr, grasping the Lerribie
positton, aim= hls revolver to shoot Ning.
3iut hls arm im struck up aind he falls to
the ground plerced hy a bullet.

UCHAMTER V11l.—Om  recuvering nis
nensed, six weekKs later, he finds, to his
great disiress that Nloa has gone hume,

CHAPTER 1X.—Tells
HecKer's way of life,

CHAPTER X.—Hecker luses  heavily
at play, but s relmbursed Ly Mrs Savage,
whu is evldently much attached to him.

us more of Lieut.
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XI.

As sovn us Adeair knew tbut Nina
hud gone back to her home he begun
to hupe for a letter from her. Every
wyvening, when it was time for the
vrderly who went down to the station
for the mail tu cvome in Adair lay
with hix fore towards the road and
lguked and longed fur some word froin
Xina, He voulil jook aeross the putade
wround and see the ladies in Officery’
Row stonding out upon the verandahs,
waiting for their owu letters from
iistant homes,

The muil  hwl ta  be taken
inte the po=t trasder's post -
affier nnd alistributed, but the com-

ing of the ordezly alwuys mewut thut
ihe Jetters would be there in & very
few miinutes, From the time he saw
the dukty Llue uniform and the amb-
ling mule disnppear up toward the
post truder’s, until it was so late that
ihere could be no possibility of a let-
ter, Adairls henvt wonld heat thickly
and heavily., He lucdn’t many corres-
pondents, A letter hnd heen a rare
wvent for him. Muny came in these
days, condoding with him over bis hurl,
and  eongratulating  him upon  his
eseape, Lt every vue was put dewn
with 1 henvy heart. [ts contents bad
Twen a bitter disappointment,

He hnd forn up the letter he had
begnn to Ning It hod seemed Dbrutal
1o follow her, even with u letter, when
she hied gone wind Jeft hime As the
woeeks  went by and  convilescence
erilunlly grew into his normal health,
he eensed hoping to henr from ber.
the hiel repented of Tier hawty oet in
rrving hivo, and weth n girl's ignor-
v uf wurh things, hud fancied thnt
in ignoving it she ecowld wonnl it

Hhe knew 1o whom she wanr trusting,
Aeluir thenght. AMlthongh rthe revalsion
of thnt nirht had fuken fram her hor
tove for him, it had mat tukeo her con-
filetiee in b, or in hid Tovalty, She
kpew thut he would never betray her
seviet exceept ot her desire, If whe
il net want to be bin wife she wnr ot
liberiy,

In Al wns the chivaley lirn af
ideald, of loneliuess, ‘Thint in not tak-
ing the wmatter into hin own handu

By LIEUTENANT JOHN PAYNE.

‘were going off together;

return, or pot at all. .

. hope,

_— s

now, he wus doing a wroug and a
vruel thing to Nina, bhe did pot see.~
That vompheatione might come; that
it waw uot chilll's play to be cast aside,
but n thing that must be met and
fasetl, that ¢ ould not be juggled
with, he was not mun of the word
enongh 1o realise. It seemed to con-
vern only themselves, If Nina de .
sired the murringe to be as though -
it were not, it should be mo.

Aduir lhad refused Mrs Acton’s in-
vitation to be her guest; and it was
not pressed.  There were new people
cowming into the Fort, changes being
mude, but to nll this Adair was ob-
livionx, He wax even blind to the
fact that Golonel Marey did not treat
him with the proud and loving triend-
«hip that he had once shown.” The
great ache in his heart covercd every
minor pain, and made il s nothing..’
He lived alone with hia own hiddew
stary. .

Often at night, when the watch
sang ont “Two e'vlock aod all’s well,”
he henrd the tramp of Adair's feet
as they paced the vernadah, and saw
the hurning peint of his cigar in the
darkness.

One of the letters which came o
Adlitir he had at first thrown impayi-
ently aside, aml then taken up again:
and at the third reading he hail
found comfort in letting his thoughts
travel alang the line it suggested.

“aAn old fmend wus going to.Japan for

;h\‘ winter, and asked him to go with
him, - R R S
He thought a ' little ‘bitterly of =
Nina's plans and haw: soon theythad
faded, There was nothing to prevent -
that wedding jowrney  to the south:
of France now. The fidian iroubles’
were over; be was entitled to a long .
leave. Somelimes his faney ran to
day dresms, and it seemed 1o him
that he must be mistaken, He let
wis going to join . onina and they
and then
laughed at himrelf for hig folly., He: -
Legan dozens of letters to her, en-
dearing, forgivisg, tender letters, but
he sent none of them. SBhe had teft
him, and in her own time ahe would

His San  Francisco friend wrote..
again, urging him to come vpon the -
twentieth of the month and sail for
dupap. “Come,” he said, “and see
the snows on Fujisan, see ‘the white
fomin laces Lroider the bremst of the
Tndinn deep.” Come and see the aza- -
leas on the hillside, And the rice flelds
taken by pink weed. Come and hear
the zZum zum’ of. the musmee.”

Adafr was thin and nervous from
hia long wigils, his waiting without

and after the last letter he
went to Colonel Marey to make ap-
plication for a long Jeave,

The colonel's office was full. There -
were half a dozen officers. standing
about, on one pretence or another,
and they all threw out o greeting to
Aduir. They liked himy, but he was
#o distant in these dnys, he kept so
mueh to himself, thnt they saw very
little of him, N

He lounged by the window
looked over the “Army and
Journal™ until the last of the strag-
wlevs waos  gone.  Adair had always
been sa distinetly the colonel's fav
ourite. companion, and almost eon-
fldunte, that they were naturally left
wlone topether. Now Adair drew up
his chair to the table where the colonel
sut looking over & pile of paprrm, with
u relief that that atrong and sturdy
presence nlwayr gave him. .

I'he pecret which was nlways in his
mind was uppermost now, He war
glng Ninp had e relative like this
hyt he wished that it could be other-
wise for n little while. that he mighr
tell the eolanel the story and nsk his
aflvice. Aduirx henrt wus wick of
Tonellness 5l repression, .

it the fave that wie turned o
hlm waza not the sympathetic oue of
the old duyva. The colouel himself
whar nneanseions of the cluinge that
hnd ecome to him sinee  Mory had
told hinm whnt she had rReen on that
nerap of pnper, Bome great eclentist
T il that conscionaness s dbut o

and

" until it becomes

‘‘ereey  then. but it might be

-henqd purhed out of the window
hiinself imagine sometimes . that he -

Navy .

"o

e
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little Inmp which illnmines one spot
ot the braiu at a time, enad that i+
hue nothing whatever to do with the
working of that complicated ina-
thine; that an idea = introduced,
and the owner conaiders it but a
trivial incident, and forgets it, seem-
ingly. It puszes out of his con-
sciousness, but there in the dark H is
working on and on, and knitting it-
seff inte the very: fibre of the brain,
a purt of the beliefs
utvd reasons. N
Adair felt vaguely chilled, and it

wue in the most formal tones that he . -

mude his applicution. : .
“You are entitlet to » long leave,”
the colonel said. “amil of course vou
will get it. Where do yow think of -
‘going ¥ . o
“To Japan.™ : T

The colonel looked at him sharply.
He would not have concelved it pos-
sible, two months ago, thut he would
ever disbelieve Adair, but he ¢id not
Lelieve him now. . T
Asx for Adair, the coionel’s cool-
ners seemed but a picer with fthe
general chaifge in everything. He .
went back to hisx quarters with the
certainty of his leave, a little more
thred and . unhappy tham when he .
sturied out~ - - R A
Ten days Jater, be had said good
biyve to every one, and was on hin way
to the Pacific slope. He stopped in
Tombstone. . He wanted to ses the
old man who had said@ the marriage
service that had made Nina his wife.
There had been no guestion of se-
v impor-
tapnt 1o ask it now. i
door of the little . wooden
house was closed, and the eurtaimless

~windows Tpoked like blind eyes -on

potl pide.. He knocked and heard
the echo of emptiness. There was a
ot
the next house, and a woman called
to attroct his atteation. - - BN

“Is it Mr, Bland you want to gee?”
she asked, with the air of one who
‘has information to distribute. - “He's
dead. He died this Thursday ecming
A week. “They sent the remains back
Kast. - Tt was real sad,” and she Jooked
him botdly over in an effort to “place
him.” as »he would have sald. .~

Adair went back down the path, -
white in the sunshine. There were
faded zinuias, ulmost the only flower
that grows hardily in Arizona, down
each sile, 1t seemed to Adair that a
tant link had been broken. He felt
like & boy who had a grief, and no
one in whom he could confide.

He- wondered why-he could not feel
08 he bud felt before he ever Knew .
Nina.- It had only heen a short
three weeks, bui they had made his
life anew,

He wandered if afl the stories he
hud heard of the perfidy of women
wete true; 1f he were but ode of the
great army of men who were vietims.
And then he war ashamed of him-
setf. He blamed himself for taking
is girl wite inlo the horrors of thar
night—that- night when her nerves
were already atrung to tension piteh.
‘vhatever she ditd, he wonlkl not
blame her. Let it be hers to say
what their lives should be in the
future, - 3

And then st the thought of going
uwny from her so far, his soul re-
vr:lh-ﬂ. He could not, he would not do
it!

He walked the little platform at
Benson, where the voud ran by which
woulil toke him westward to San
Frupncikeo aud Japan, or eastward to
New York nnd Nina. he must go to
her., Me would go to her. After all,

© with the

" Then he discovered his talent.
. had resjg'ned immediately after his
- eraduation, and taking the two or
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she was his wifq sand he had the
right. ¥t seemed u simple thing to
dyy, after he thought of it we & ral
-‘rsuibi\.ity. L

M went into the station to-buy
his ticket. 'The late tiuaymas train
vame pufing in, und a slender stresin
of parsengers, ranchmen, and miners
on their way “back Hast,” or to
* *Frisco,” made their way into the
stuffy litile ticket oftice.

oo Admie felt A familiar slap on hia

shoulder, and turned to see Hecker's
Lig person at his elbow, - > .
"Hello, Adeir, 1 hear you are of

- tor Jdapan, Queer way. of apending .

your leave. When 1 get a chance t»
get ont of this God forsaken country,
T want to get into civilization aguin.
inatend of into heathendom. I'm
going to New York, to walk Fifth
Avenue and Hrondway, and see the
wheels ~ go  ‘round  You'd  better

change vour mind and come along -

with me”

AH of Adair’s rosy  visiong  Hed
The cold tight of day aud practic-
ality eame with Heecker.

“Give mie o ticket to San Fran-
ciseo.”” he gaid to the man at the
window.
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The long ride over the desert was
n terrible journey to Adair. There
was despair and misery in his heart
for which there seemed no outlet.
The terrible loneliness of hik life
Inamed up in awful contrast to thore
day dreams  which, alinost fimper-
ceptibly ta him. had hecome an in-
tegral part of his very life.

Even before he had known Nina,
natnralness of yonth, he
hael felt himself journexing toward
the pot of gold that lay at the end of
“4he tainbow. Now it was past, and
hud proven fairy coin, turning te
tdead  leaves in his  hand.  The
vatasirophe of his life, it seemed to
him. had come. )

. When he Jeft the train at Oakland.
he war poiug toward the ferry boat

which’ would take him across the
bay; when Ive felt his hand grasped
in a stroug clasp. With a sense of
ecomradeship such as it seemed to
him he had unever known before, he
turned 1o Morrison.

Morrison had been a classmate of
Adfuir's ut the Point. but had made
no  sort of A record except in the
drawing class. Coming from a small
fown in Missouri, mueh as Adait
had come from his native hills. he

tad known nothing of brush and
vaint until they had been introduced
tn bhim casnally in his school course.
He

three thousund dollare his father had
ullowed him, had gone to Juliem's in
Parir, and seen a porirait of his hung

in the Ralon at the end of his second

¥ear,

Mnrrison was the lagt man on’
earth to be taken for an Artist by
the peovle in whose minds there i #
conventional portrait of the type.
He was almost as big as Hecker, but
where Hecker’s was the bieness of s
mastiff, Morrison suggested the wolf
hound. Long of head snd dark of
eye. close clipped as to hair and mous-
tache, abrupt in speech and manner,
Morrison was of the size and aspect
to command instant respect and at-
fention anywhere. Nature has put
itto him a passion for colour and
form and the poetry of the existing
world, a straightforwardness in  ar-
riving ot his destination, that made
him a shuple genius.

Aduir felt in that firat haod clasp
the tonie of friendship,
“Tt looks ¥ery much am though

Your resolve to throw off the weight
of the Indinn question didn’t come
any too msoon,” Morrison kaid. scan-
ning Adair'y fuce closely as they sat
down on  one of the meats that ran
nlong the upper deck of the ferry
hoat.  “Thet wound of yours must
have been more seriour  than ¥ou
gave me to understand. WHow did it
all happen?. You know I was AWARY
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