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- Current Comment.

—

Australasian Warshipa
for China.

1t is only three or four years ago,
says the Lyttelton “Times,” that )_\d-
miral Pearson aroused the indignation
of the Bydney and Melbaurne press
by declaring that in case of necessity
he would not hesitate to take the
whole squadron to any part of the
world without waiting for the consent
of the colonial nuthorities, He subse-
quently explained that he only in-
tended to emphasise the fact that the
safety of the Empire meant the safety
of the colonies, but the Australianms
refused to be mollified, and for two
or three weeks their newspapers were
deluged with angry letters protesting
against the payment of £135000 &
year for the maintenance of n fleet
which might be taken off witkout a
moment's mnotice 1o back up Great
Britain in some gquarret in which the
cofonies had not the slightest interest.
Since then the colonies have realised
that the Mother Country can have no
quarrel in which they are not closely
interested. Mr Chamberlain Thas
shown a little more tact than was
displayed by Admiral Tearson—his
assurance that the assent of the Ans-
tralian colonies will be gratefully ap-
preciated by Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment flatterg their sense of nossession
—>but if he had framed his request in
much less conrteous Janguage it would
bhave been cheerfully granted, As it
ir, the colonies-have mot only releared
the war vessels that are required for
immerdiate service in China, but hare
alsa offered to provide troops and to
pend vessels of their own.

+ + +
The Eword of Hononr Craze.

Speaking of the craze for testimon-
jalising our successful generaly, the
Wairarapa “Star,” in a leader whose
sound common eense cannot be too
highly praised, obaerves with much
truth: “Have those zealous patriats
who are leaders in this direction takea
any pains to ascertain in what way
men like Lord Roberts and Lieut.-
General Baden-Powéll would regard a
movement which some years ago pro-
duced derision. Besides, in another
senise they may feel very strongly
wpent his point. They know full well
that their best efforts and most skil-
ful plans would have failed unless
they had been so ably assisted by
thase under their command, especially
by the bravery and endurance of rank
and flle of the army, As it iz impos-
sible for all to receive swords or any
other farm of testimonial, it might be
more judidious, where they deserve so
much praise, for localities not to make
selections, which annoy those thus
honoured, because it might be a slight
to others at least in some degree de-
gerving of recognition. Lieut.-General
Haden-Powell has a most distinguish-
ed career before him in the Hritish
Army, for when peace iz concluded
his valuable sérvices will be required
to teach the army thoee lesscns in
modern warfare 50 essential at the
present day. Yurthermore, if external
badgea are needed te give full expres-
ston to national sentiment, there are
tities and orders which ean be con-
ferred uvpon him marking the collec-
tive feeling of the Empire more effec-
tively than the disjointed efforts of

certain  individuals to distinguish
themselves by extra displays of loy-
alty.” - - .

+ + *

The Preferemce Clause. .
The ‘“preference clause” generally
causes a good deal of discussion when
an_ industrial dispute gets into the
Arbitration Court, and one day last

week the President (Mr. Justice Mar- -

tin) spoke somewhat strongly. on the
point in Dunedin. He said: *“When
G umion man spends money and takes
the risk of getting into hot water
with his employer to get his case be-
fore the Court and improve his condi.
tions of working it is unfair for an-
other man, vvho etande by and neither
Epends his money nor allies himeelf
with them to share equally with the
increnses that are made. If the Unlon
loaes the came this man goes to his
employer and says: ‘Well, recollect I
had nothing to do with the Union.'
And to get over this we give prefer-
ence to Unionists. A Unionist muast
be equnlly competent, and be ready
to undertake the work.” After Hia
Honor had fully explained the fairness
of this provision it seemed (o lore a

great derl of its repugnance to the
employera present. His Honor then
commented somewhat pointedly on
the foct that the Court had been git-
ting in the different provincial dis-
tricts and explzining the awarda untll
they were tired, The newspapers
freely printed and eirculated them,
yet employers would not take the
trouble to read them. ‘They would
read a “loeal” stating that preference
had been given to Unionists, but they
never troubled to find out how this
concession was qualified or hedged
round with provisions for the protee-
tion of both parties.

* * +

Literature as a Professios.

Every now and then I receive pa-
thetic letters from eorrespondenta
who have “dedicated themselves to
literature,” with as much carneatness
as Hannah dedicated Samuel to the
Lord. They know their work is worth
editorial consideration; they see
thonsgands of printed pages not half as
good; they come ncross  thousands
more thut are beneath eriticism; and
¥et they cannot get a line accepted,
or if one of them does succeed in ob-
taining an appearance the *“hono-
rarium™ (they are all too proud to use
A less commereial term) is less than a
bootblack might earn in a day at a
street corner. ©One of them, “with a
TUniversity ednention™ is amazed that
“econsidering the vast increase of
puhlications the demand for cultured
work seems to grow less instead of
inereasing.” amd another says, "In
manuscript my poemA have been
praised by men of the highest distine-
tion, poets themselves; but quite a
dozen of my lyrics, sonnets and so-
ciety verse have prown ragged with
being sent from editor to editor, of-
ten coming back, I am convinced, un-
read. An editorial friend tells me 1
am lucky io get them back at all.”
Genius will not be advised, though
genius will “get there” sconer or la-
ter—often later, alas! But talent may
take it from me that unless you lhave
A bread-and-cheese income . outside
what you make by literature, or unless
you have regular employment and
¥ou can make your pen a crutch, it is

_ mudngss to “take to literature a= &

profession.” Ag for wsending your
MS8. to editors, the truth is, however
tender and sympathetically gn editor
may feel towards the strogpling and
worthy unpublished, the time arrives
when he grows callous, and his pages
being fully occupied, he loses patience,
and returns essays, stories, poems, ar-
ticles and what not en masse, Now
and then at long intervals he may be
in the mood of discovery—but it is
very rare that he iz well rewarded for
bis investigations, No, my dear friends,
don't send your MSS. on the chanve
of acceptance; write to the editor, tell
him what you propose to offer him;
send him o stamp for reply; if the no-
tion appeals to him he will give you

- permission t¢ submit the matter, and

then you may have a chance of ac-
ceptance. Anyhow, the Jordan of
literature, like that of the negro bal-
lad, “is a hard road to trabble, I
bleve.”—Joseph  Haiton, in “The
Chrenicle.”

+ + +*
Some British Commercial
Characteristics,

“1t is an unquestionable facet," BUYS
“Feilden's Muguzine” in an articie in
the current issue, “thut there is u kind
of trade” arlstocracy among us based
on much the same principle and guid-
ed by many of the infAuences asspaind-
ed with fumily aristocrucy itself, And
it we are to aswume that aristoeracy,
so~called, is based chiefly on posi
tion and hereditury, there
ean be ne (Jifficulty in  accord-
ing a qualified form of thia dixtinction
to motuble and other mercantile honses
which lock back for the pericd of their
establishment to the time of by-gons
generations.” We are however con-
cerned with the fact that “with mangy
of the ald-established houses it je a

int of honowur to maintaiz in their
integTity mll the mncient traditlons of
the establishment.  The old customs,
the old methods of business are slavs
ishly adhered to, however discordant
with economical conditions that have
20 entirely changed smince they were
Introduced. They do not sppear ta
appreciate the truth, that business
methods which might Be  en-
tirely appropriate fifty years apo ara
Bow otterly at varinnce with the spirit

of muodern days.”™ “It is natural,
however deplorable,” pursues our con-
temporary, “that the hauyghty spirit—
at sume timex approaching arrogance
=—that distingumhed the Uritish mers
chant of the past age should have
been handed down to ond been pre-
werved in a measure by his Ruecessors.
Year after year, and from all gnarters
of the world, Rritish Consuls voice the
universal complaint. He will not deign
to consult the consumer . ‘There.” ha
eays in effect, ‘are my goods, with the
sccumulated prestige of seventy years
behind thermn. You are the first per-
son who has dared to criticise them.
Either take them or go elsewhere.
'The consumer, us u rutter of fact
goes elsewhere; and i1 is ¢ cireum-
stanve which many of our firing, some-
what to their dismay, are beginning to
find out. “They are also becoming
aware that trade s much easier to
lose than to recover—thut even to re«
caver a lost market the most desperate
exertions may e made in vain"
+ + +

The Trading Stamp Bubble.

| Stripped of alluring prospect of get.
ting something for nothing the proceas
resolves itsclf into the fact that the
Trading Campany has contrived 1 syss
tem by which it divides with the
trader the cdiscennt zllowed pu eash
transactions, in return for whivh the
company gives to the purchuser who
has  received w given uwumber  of
atamps something thut cannnt be the
equivalent of the disecount surrended
by the tradesman to the compang.
canpot be thut aw equivilent is given
by the “vompany,” wlse its business
would Le run at a loss, The trulers
wha embarked upon this enferprise
were induced to balieve thut they
,would have an extraordinary advant-
-ape over their competitors who were
not allowed te parricipate, but thase
who gave thelr customers irading
stamps did not realise that the com-
‘pany was tuking in cash from the
. trader part of the discount usually al-
léwed to o cash purchaser. The com-
pany amply took toll of the trader,
Jand gave something of less value to hiy
_cash customer, the difference being
the profit of the company, Tt now ap.
pears that our local vendors of trading
stamps have discovered that there is
_nothing in it, exeepting to the eoms
. pany. and that lust night in the Touse
the Premier announced, in answer to
‘a, question, that legislation would be
passed to suppress the system. Mr
Seddon ealled it a “form of gambling,”
which ix hardly true. thoug so far os

the compauny iz concerned it may

fairly e deseribed as a  game  of

“heads I win, tails you lose.”” The

cempany should be effuced.~Welling-
»

ton “Post,
+ + +*

“'Losses in Great Battles.

= There {s a very general notien that
the losses suffered hy  the Hritlsh

-~ Army during the Seuth Afriean ean-

~paign have been exceptional. 1iut the
following figures show that ecom-

-~ paratively the loxses have uat been
- at all remarkable:
At the Dattle of Austerlitz, Decem-

ber 2, 1B03, the French lost 7000 offi-
cers and wen, and the Killed and
wounded of the allies mmnbered more
than 3000, The French losses at Baut-
gen in 18173 were 15000, and at Wag-
ram in 130¢ they lost 18000, ulthough
in that battle they took 20,006 Aus-
trian prisoners, At the Moscova, on
the retreat from Mosvow, they lost

30,060, At the great hatile of Leipsie,
in 1813, w three dayx" battle, the
French losses were G500k Mare than
40,000 of the Frenvl perishied un the
fleld, altogethor S0.000 mea perishing
on the field,

T At Waterlon the Dritish losi 6034,
the French 8. The total losses
of the allicd armivs there were 4266
killed d 14560 wounded  hesides
4251 missing. In the lust greut at-
tack  on  Nebastepul. Meptember 8,
1855, the French lost 1646 killedt and
4500 wounded, hesides 1400 missing,

and the Fuglish last 385 killed, 1586
woulded, aud 176 missing. At Plevna
between 19,000 and 20,000 Russians
were killed and wounded; the Tur-
kish loss was ubout h00d Jess than the
Russian. About 16,000 men were
kitled on Loth sides. In the war be-
tween Germauy amd Ausirin in 1860
the Prussiune lost 9172 and the Aun-
trians 44314 ot Konigprutz: at
‘Nachod the I'russiunas 13:#2 snd the
Aurtrimns 4787; and at Skalitz the
FPrunmsians 1365 aml the Austrians
8577,

In the Franco-I'rusriun war the
Germans at Weiseenburg Worth lest
2,914 and the French 5000 in killed
and  wounded, besldes which the
French. lomt 55,000 prieaners. At

59
Viouritle-Mars Ja Tour the Germans
lost 15,790, or 20 per cenl. ol their

armny; the Freoch lossa waa equally

great.  The Germune at Colowbeys
Nouilly lost 4907, aud ut Spickeen
4671, At Gmvelat-St. I'rivat the Uer-

mun loss, aceording te a8 Uerman uu-
thurity, was 20,173, Anather author-
ity puts it at 23,000 uad the French
loss Bt 19,00U, At Sedun the Germany
lost £931. The French Army of the
Narth eonsisted of 150,000 men, and
the three urmies of Gerinony of 250,-

000 men in three days' battle, in
which 23,0 ¥Freoch were inken
prisoners.

In the Ameriean Civil War the ag-
grepnte losser at the hattle of Stone'r
River were 13,249 on the Union side
and 10.266 on the Confederate side.
These figures include killed, wounded,
captured, amd missing, The ['nien
killed were 1730 and the Confederate
1294, At Apntietam the LUnion killed
rumbered 2108 and the woundel
0540, At the first Bull Bun battle
470 Union men were killed and 1071
wouwnded: the Counfederate figmres
WEeTe killed and 1582 wounded., At
Fredericksburg 1254 Union men were
kilted  and 3 Confedernte.  the
wounded numbering 9600 on  the
Union side and 4063 on ihe Confeder-
ante. The tolal losses at thix hattle
were 12453 for the Norvith aml 3515
for the Suuth,

Use Wehber's Vitadatio for Your
Haaith.

There is only one “Vitadatio™ iu

the world, and that is “Wehher's,"
You caunot afford 1o play with your
health, o be sure you gel the Geuan-
ine Article.

LADI ST

VITADATIO IS YOER FRIEXND!
TRY VITADATIO AND LIVE!

VITADATIO 18 A WONDERFUL
MEDICINE.

Castlemaine-strect, Yurraville
Victoria, July 7, 15wy,
Mr. aliner—

Sir:  Yords cannot  express  my
gratitude to you fur what vour won-
derful herbal  remedy, VITADATIO,
has done for me. or years 1 have
not known whut health il at
tiuws “lile was just a miser Dog¢-
tors and llerba s were i vain, and
I was told there wis “no cuce” for my
compluint, loping that some other
poor sullerer may beuwefit by this L
give you leave to use it as you like,
Anyoue wishing to know further cun
do s¢ by writing to e,

T remain,

E. SI'IIAR,

Thi= testtimorial is one of (he many
thitt T have received from lLudies, w
have praved the etheacy of this preat
herbal remedy.  Ladies, T advise you
to eall aml vonsult with Dyl WIHLETE,
the eminent  Lady Dovtor, Free of
Charge.—Yaurs, fur licalth,

B AL PALMER.

The Price of the Mediclne jx:
quarts, 5/6: rep. pints, is6;
oil of crean, 274,

Hep.
Telion

Ask your grocer or chemist for il
5. A, PALMER, Sole Distribator far
Australasia, India, Ceylon wml Japan,
Head OMee for New  Zealand, 49
Manners-strect, Wellington,
W, WHULBELR, Lawuceston, Tasmania,
Sole Proprietor.
Correxpondence Tnvited,
Textimonials,

Write for

{.uutem.uuutmem
. U You are
I Cure Fits, sstsisi &
to spend
any mooey to test whether my
remedy does or does not cure
Fits, Epllepsy, St. Vitus' Daace,
&c. All you are asked to do Is to
send fora rqu bottleof medi-
cine and to try it. 1 am quite
prepared to ablde by the result.
A Valuable and Safe Remody.
o APFROVED BY THE MEDICAL PROTESSION.
: H.G. ROOT, 25, Eaduleigh G4ne . LONDON
wctnmtmvntwuw‘rf
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