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Bishop’s Citrate of Lithiais
a very effective and pleasant
remedy for the relief and
cure of Gout, Rheumatism,
Gravel, Stone and allied dis-
eases. The regular use of
BISHOP'S CITRATE of

Lithia as a beverage with

meals will completely ward
off an attack of Gout
ALFREO BISHOP, LTD.,
48, Spetman 8t London,
Australlan Ofizes:
18 O'CONNELL-BTREET, 8YDNEY.
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DRAPERB. GROCERS, and othern are
L notilivd - that we are apecialists in
the prioting af Ceunter Books, Handhblills
and Price Llvts. When ordaring remem-
ber the “@TARY PRINTING WORKS.

. .act could one wubstitute for it

Topics of the Week.

—AD T e

THE TYRANXNY OF THE MICROE

Whatever the exuct wcientifie rruth
may be ms to the part which the
microbe plays in the drama of life,
there is no doubt that the fear of hi
grows apuace in the heurr of o
What would our futhers huve said of
this propesed innevation in our
churches, the individual communion
cup, over which the consciences of
our miaisters and congregalions are
exercised pow? They would have
regarded such a thing as uiterly sub-

versive of the beautiful idea of
Christian  fellowship and nothing
short of sacrilegious. It wounld hard-

Iy have been worse to complain of
the qguality of the vintage ou such
occasion, a thing they could not have
dreamt of doing even had the cup
been filled with hemleck insread of
wine, But then our faihers knew
nothing of the microle that lurketh
unseen. Dactericlogy was te them
quite an unknown science and they
ate and drank ollicrious of the
dangers by which they were sur-
rouwded. A happy ignorunce thejrs
I am disposed te think. for even if
they did oecasionally full a prey te
the insidious foe they were able to
enjoy life while they lived free from
the thousand misgivings and fears

that beset us their desceadants te
whom it has been granted 10 learn
the mysteries so mercifully hidden
from them. I must confess that [
envy the insouviance of childbhood in
thesa matters. Their Dblissful ignor-
ance of scientific truth allows them
1o gratify their unjaded palates Tto
the full. Tiey eut and appreci:

anything and everything that is niee,
anappalled by the vislon of the n

obie, Fractices that revolt sur hy-
gienic taste are universal in child-
bood's happy reabmws. Chachey  idoes

noi rejeet the offer of & suck of Wil-
liv half depleted orange. and ihe
transference of the sacchavine morsel
from one month tu another is merely
a token of unseltish fricmlship.

Why caunot we dundolge in these
gentle  interchauges? But we anust
huve our own partivubar oravees, and

our own pariiculur Jozenze or "
of candy. It is (rue we bad grown
stomach proud in thatl dircetion even
before the microbe e to oul
knowledge., but his advenr will
surediy make matters ten thousand
1hmes worse. [ ocan foresee the day
when he will have beeome 1he
ext danger to the soclad fabric,
desiroyer of fellowship, the brealer
of family ties, the eruel foe of love.

11 vou will not drink of the =ame
sacred cup as 1, the time will ne
doubt comme when you will be chary

of sittipg at the sume tuble or even
in the same room. A MWitle luver unid
the grounds of friendship will not
be mutual respert or mutual affec-
tion, but a common freedom from or
a common subjection to the suane
microbes. From their birth mea will
be alienated from thoese to whom they

are naturally jeined ny the closest
ties. 1low cam a mother fondle ber
baby in the good old fa~hion when

ehe kpnows thut every act of ende
ment means perhaps the trinsimis-
siovn of some deadly germ?  And as
for cooling the pap after the trudi-
tional fashion of puttiog it first jn hwr
own mouth before it goes iu  the
baby’s—that will be reckoned
crininal act, Seientizts have already
indicated that in the new bacterinlo-
gical age that ia dawping the kiss,
thut exyuirite emblein of love, mnst
become as unknown as it was in Ja-
pau before civilisation intruliced it
there. No oue is disposed to take tha
prediction eseriously, Bnd it mereiy
serves to  give opporiunity to  the
humorist. But I wwn afraid it isx no
juking matter, [ canoot understand
how without the kiss cupidd can fail
1o become cold-hearted and bymen's
torch be guenched. Consider i1, what
that
could have the sawe supreme foliness
oi meaning?

[ B C]
AN AWFUL OUTLOOK.

Thene are sturtting deductions which
Trofessor Segur drews from the fuct
“that for the Just twenty-one yeiurs the
- aumber of babies which muke their

apprarance in the eslany prr year han
" been the same, although the popula-

realise as

tion was increasing.  The Gorvernment
stutistician bad already made us famil-
iar with the circumstance of a decreas-
ing birth vate, but mere figures, how-
ever cleverly nrranged, do not appeal
to the average mind. A= it appears in
the statistical tablesz, the dearth of
balries does not evoke our personal
interext, just as the intimation that
the wheat ctop has been o failure sel-
din sugresty any interference with
the =upply of the family's breakfast
rolls. The death rate is caleulated to
touch us individaally much more near-
1y, for euch of us has got the dying
business to go through, while the mnat-
ter of birth is over and done with,
After all, what can it concern you
or me if there are a few less vouung-
sters born into the world? That is
how the average individual, regarding
the thing in the cold light of statis-
tivs, wiil most generally feel, Under
Professor Segur's hund, however, the
fuct Beeemes investoed with sipniticance
for every one of us—the morried man
and the bachelor. the maother of chil-
dren or the spinster who has none. The
I'rofessor conjures up a vision befnre
whivh we cunnot stand unmoved. The
coluny ia producing old people, hut it
is not producing yvoung ones in the
same proportivu, and unless a change
comes we must inevitably arrive in
some years iat u sad and painful condi-
tion of things. New Zeajund, this
young country, will have Dbecome a
commumity of eold. or comparatively
old, people. Hushief will e the happy
chorus of childish voicex thut now
salute our eurs, half-drowned by the
sober souinds of middle-aged converse
and the querulous comuplaints of age,
The sentiment of such a fature wust
appeal to us; yet, if we are so hard-
ened in heart that it fails to du so,
there are other considerativux to be
et with which ass, us en the purely
selfish side of our nature. The fali-
ing off in the proportion of young
shoulders 1o hear the hurdens of life
a1, of course, that these will
f:ill heavier on the elder shoulders.
Thase, then, who are growing up, ¢un-
noet look, in a lew v , for thel 18300
friewdly assistance from the juniors
that hus been the privilege of the old.
And the old sge pension, that hiessed
solatinm of the needy sexsygrenarian,
whiclh would have been =ome compen-
sution to ook forwied to- it lodks as
iT it were likely 10 fall u vietim to the
declining hirth rate. For, says the
Vrofessor, 1o a decade or so, the num-
Ler of folks entitled to it will be
doeubled, entatling an expenditure of
£ 400,000 instend of £1690.000, and, of
vourse, the numher of people able 1o
cantribute the increased amonat will
be correspondingly lessoned,  Ihe ont-
look is anything but cheerfol, it must

e eonlessed, and  incevitably forces
the enquiry: What is to e done?
There ix bt one answer.  We must
increase 1he stock af bavies. It is

lain 1hat there is 1o more hmportant
problem fur New Yealiml at the pre-
sent time than that., To diseuss that
problem now wonld lead us mueh fur-
ther than the limits of a mere topic
that adeals with the surface of thiogs.
Mo ver, it is a decidedly delicate
sub -t ta tuckle, but 1 have no hesita-
tion in saying rhat when we begin to
i commnnity ull sereples
thut regar! will huve tu lLe thrown
aside unmil the naked truth stund re-
vealed,

® @&
PIIO-BOER 1DEAS OF PEACE
T PHOTOSALS,

That eminently conscientions and
well-mienning minority, wha have ren-
derved themselves somewhat objection-
ube, nnd extremely ludicrous by their
shrieking admonitions to “Siap the
Wur, de little, if any, hendwuy in
New Zealund, snd soun relapsed into
silvnce, or even became apartuted and
kang puiTiotic sengs: but in the Old
Country, thongh equally heavily “sat
upon’ by public epinion, they are nrovs
ing irrepressille. Finding their ef-
forts to wronse pro-lloer sentiwent oo
A lurge weale only provocative of ridi-
cube, aml realining that the “fight lo &
finish" is now drawing very near to itu
conelnsion, they are using Lthe most
frantic sndenvours to ylntm us as tao

. the results of the war, and to persuade

us thut the only termn of peace toler-
able, wre wuch s would tacitly admit

that the war wus of our seeking, and
waould place in the buauds of Kruger a
power vastly superior to that he POoE-
Ee-sed before thesgicid 1l d'spateh of Lim
ever fumous ultimutuin, This object
they hape to achieve by means aof a
broaacast distribution of pamphlets
full of half truths and whole tictions,
argnments with 8 surface speciousness
calculuted to deceive, Bucked up with
wholesale ubuse of Mr Cecil hhodes,
aud the party they call the South Af-
rican gang. It would, I think, he a
mistake to describe these nieun ns dis-
loyal. They elaim, indesd, that they
have only the good of -the Fuipire ut
heart, und seem hoanestly and heartily
atficted with the idea that the present
war is the first step ro vur national dis-
solution and i ace.  Their argu-
ments have the merit of age. They are
those that they have flung at us
ever since Mr lhodes begun to lonm
Inrge in Sonth African pelitics, name-
Iy, that he is a boll bad man, whore
sule idea is money, who hus corrupted
and bribed every newspaper in the
metropolis, and, indeed, in the king-
dom, <0 that none dare sav what they
know to Le true, and thaf Ly aud his
set woull suerifice the eotire Empice
ta pain their ends, As proof of this
they urge the means which secured
mouejly of the De Beers mine, nnd
urge that the present swur wus partly
promoted in arder that white men niy
be reduced to the position of the Kuf-
fir componnd “boys,” whu are, they
n'leye, worse than slaves. Of rourse
kuows it ix nonsense, and not
likely to shake strong meinds, but such
words as these fur example night in-
fluence the weakly impulsive and cmo-
tional: “Eogland’s real diflicultics io
South Africu will begin after 1he kill-
ing is over, and the supreme guestion
we shall have to auswer is: Shall the
rountry that prides itself on being the
‘Home of the free,” the Mnother laud of
free nations. avcept the ungrucious
antl  liberty-destroying  mission  of
placing the population of South Africs,
white and biack alike, at the merey of
men like the dinmoed and gold firlds
‘boss —hall a continent in  the
prasp of a gang of compuny promoters,
Aok exchange gumblers, diamond
mine menopolists. and  sweaters  of
Iabour!  Ponder well this prablem, for
it i= onue of Tife and death uet only for
Sonth Africa but for England. Little
light can be obtained an il from the
curreat juurnilistn of the day, beviise,
with a few nulte vxeep in‘n:-, it
Leen anisled or Duuglit up by the lies
or gold of the m wlha live lead s
into the present fratricidad war. A
mare consviencddess group of nen ]
Ly prominenees 110 pation's
- These men are unsecupuleus
alike in the manipolation of mwarhels
and of palitical leaders sl passions,
and they ave driviog this aoble ald
lund ol coes towards inealeulahbe per-
ils for their own ignoble vnrds™? O
argunent proper, o even of reason,
1here not a trace from one end of
1hiesy 1plilets to anather. They are
from er o to cover filled with jusl
such will and random statviments as
those 1 have guoted. "Pheir effecet will
of conrse be nil, but if there were any
dangerof suchvapouringscommunuling
attention, it woutld be our plice as u
part of the punple of the mpive te
Lattle agatnst such opinious, intluene-
ing the peave propusuls,  Expecienee
has shawn-—thaugh those peaple can-
not appzrently i —thut toleranee is
attribufesdl to weakness.  The peace
proposuly will he stringent, | doubst
not, nnd I believe that in a very few
venrs the most entbusiastic P’ru-Boer
will admit that in their stringency Iny
their toue liberalism aml mwerey.,

& 0 &
AND 1S MILLIONS

KRUGeER

It looks

1 if Mr Krnger were gu-
ing ta have smme troulle witly that
nullion- -or {we millions, i=x it e
could explain his { Iy enough
and justify it. When his armies ol
Lurghers were in full retreat it owax
nitural!  that the old  geotleman
shauld ulse muke tracks and yet not
hive the Jeast intention of guitting the
cauntry altogether ned leaving his

followers to their fote. B the col-
Liring of the two millions aud swd-
departing.  beaving Preloria

ttdom Jamenting  ita uapaid

. had un altagether suspicious
t abour ite After that litlle wet
of his even the moxt blindly devoled
pdherent of 1he President might be
excurcd for entertuiuing a shudow of
douht regarding the sinverity wnd
patriotism of Uucle 1"avl.  Hie care 10
reetre 1he treasure for himself at the
lawt momeni consorts il with the
lond expressiang of single-hearted de-
volion to Lisv couwtry which have



