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RECEITION AT GOVERXN-
MEXNT HOTUSE.

BRILLIANT VICE-REGAL FUXNC
TIOX,

Esvery thoughtful person must fully
onderstand and warmly sympathise
with the motives which inspired the
Governor and the Countesa of Ran-
furly In substiruting an evening re-
ception for the large ball they wsually
give duriog their stay in Auckland.
Though we all rejoice—and properly—
aver the splendid victories gained by
our troops under Lord Roberts and
other brave leaders, we mlso think of
the many homes t¢ which the war has
brought” sorrow and desolstion, and
all miust have felt that s semi-State
bull --such as Gorernment House balls
are—would have been just at the pres-
ent time somewhat unsympathetic and
slightly ount of place. Such was evl-
dently the feeling of Iord and Lady
Raafurly, and it was, as we have gatd,
thoruughly appreciated in Auckland.
The reveption last week, thoogh ne-
cessarily of n somewhat staid and for-
mal character, must be prongunced a
brilliant social success, and was per-
haps the most pumerously attended of
any evening function ever given at
Government House. It has been stated
that some 730 invitations werse issued,
and so far as it is possible to judge
of numbers in suitgs of Tooms, it
would certainly seem as if few indeed
of the invited had been prevented from
mecepting the hoepitality ot the Earl
and Countess. Shortly before half-
past nine—for which hour the guests
were biddem—the carriages begam to
_x0ll past the Government House lodge
at the Princes-street entrance, and
a few minutes to the half-hour the
lime exiended right down to Bt. An-
drew's Church on the one side, and far
mp  Princes-siteet om  the other,
Owing, however, to the excellence of
the arrungements with regard to car-
Tiages, there was little delay, the
“lige” moving forward briskly, each
carringe. after depcsiting its occus
pants, driving off by the Symonds-
siTeei egress. The guests, after relin-
quishing their wrups, moved along the
Hroad corrider to the central ‘hall,
which, under the present regime, has
becn turned into another reception
room, and were here received by the
Countess of Ranfurliy, His KExcel
lency the Govermor and Lady Ceo-
stance Lnox, The Hon. Hill Trevor,
A.D.C., announced the names of the
guestx, The Countess of Ranfurly
Yooked excecdingly handsome in & rich
flack satin traimed robe, with eacrus-
tations of chenille embroidery. A
coronet of dinmonds completed this
bandsome toilette, Lady Counstance
Knox was prettily frocked im white
gilk and lace. - Miss [ichmond wore
a lovely white silk, whth a floral de~
gign of pink roses and trimmed with
myosotis blue, o lover’s knot im her
coiffure, The Governor was in ordi-
nary evening dress, but fore the de-
roratione of several of the orders with
which he is invested, mnamely, the
K.C.M.G., the Order of the Knights of

§1. Jokn of Jerusalem, and the
Quecn's Jubilee medal. . .
The guests having paid their

kdevairs,  passed into one or other of
the drawing rooms, and thence back
inte the corriders, the crush being
everywhere somewhat prejudicial to
getting & really comprehensive view of
the gathering.” The dining room,
which had else been turned into a
reeeption room for the nonce, was
equally well filled, and the whele had
DLeen arranged with the idea of afford-
jng the maximum of open space with-
out entirely destroying the usual pret-
ty efevt of the various rcowns. The
Countess of Hanfurly hus made for
herself a reputation for excellent
taste in the matter of decoration and
internal arrangements, urrqualled in
the anpals of Government House, and
lask evening that reputation was fully
upheld. The drawing rooms, with
pulmes, casels, pictures, fiowers, bric-a-
brac and curios, looked exceedingly
pretty, an effect not easy 1o obiain
when it is remembered that all the
furniture must have had to be rTe-
arranged in order to economise space,

The <resses worn were, in the main,
very handeome, though lacking. of
course, the e¢laborateness and variety
of coluur to e seen at m Government
Mouse dance, The sight wns, how-
ever, not one to be eawly forgotten,
more especially in the ballroom, where
supper was served rhortly after ten
p'clock. The tables had been arranged
jn the form of a 5t. Andrew’s cross,
and the room vas benutifully fes-
tooned with Iycopodium, the effect
Leing graceful in the extreme, Look-
Ing down from the dais, the picture
wes indeed wery cstrildng, the

novel form of the zupper tables being
admirably ealculated to show off to the
fullest advantage the many-hued
dreases of the fair sex; the sober attire
of the sterner sex being reliered here
aod there by naval and military uai-
forms, and the khaki-attired officers
of the Countess of Ranfurly's Own.
The excellent music of Eady's band,
stationed in the music gallery, which
wns beavtifully decorated with pot
plants and palmm, rose above, but dil
not drown, the hum of conversation,
the “frou frou"™ of silk, and an oeca-
sional ripple of laughter.

The supper itself was of the mosat
elaborate description, and the cham-
pagme was “frapee’™ to exactlythe right
temperature. In foct, in every par-
ticular it was evident the noble host
and hostess had thought ocut every
detail that might add fo the comfort
and enjoyment of their numerous
guestis. The supper was gerved in re-
lays, thus aveiding & c¢rush in the
room. The CGovernor teok in Mrs J.
Banks (wife of Colonel Bauoks), the
Countesa of Ranfurly being escorted
by Mr A. Xidd (Acting-Mayor). The
nsual rule of Government House—no
toast and no speeches—was, on this
oceasion, broken. In proposing the
health of Lord Roberts, which was
drunk afier that of the Queen, His
Excellency said he did not thiok that
pight it would be right for them not
to drink the health of the most sne-
ceasful general, he believed, England
had ever had. He propoesed Lord Rob-
erts’ health, and expressed the wish,
“might he live long.” The toast was
drunk with enthusiasm. to the rtrains
of “Rule Eritannia.”

Miss Kelly, forist to Hiz Excelleney,
is to be complimented on the success
with which ehe carried out the de-
pigns of the ballroom decoration
subwitted by the Counntess,

The orehestra funder the condoetorship nf
B3It A. Eady) occupled the bandstand of the

supper-room, and perforimed the following

melections during the evening:—*' Falry Mar-

ela,” from “'Henry VIIIL.": overture. "“Ollver
Twist’ (FHebbs); “Fhe Alabama FPatrol''
(Stahl); seleetion, *Sen Songs' (Veltl): se-
lection, “Relle of Newr York™ (Eirker):
“Spring Soug" (Mepdelasohn}: overture,
Plrates of San Dominge'' (Tsenmaon)}

rert picre, “Hnsarepritt” (Epimd)
tion,"Maritaua™” (Wallaced: orertu,
Chonflenr™ (DFcabach); eaprice
Vasar'” (Tobianly: selection, "'La Vias
{Anber}: morceau, “Tender apd Troe'' (Mo-
&rg); selection. “Highmayman' (De Koven):
paraphrase, *‘Lereloy” {(Nevadhad: march,
*The Tiger" (Heed).

THE DRESSES.

Admirable taste was the character-
istic of most of the ladies' dresses;
eyesores were very few umd far Le-
tween—a somewhbat rare state of
things as such a rast assemblage, Ow-
ing to the erush it was absolutely im-
possible to gaio any clear idea of the
many prefty dresses worn. We only
managed to see about half who were
present. The Countess of Nanfurly was
verymuchadmiredina hand-ome dress
of black satin, Fichly embrroiderdd with
chenille and choux of chenille ut back,
diamond broorhes and pemdants an
corsage, the shoulder strups were of
DLiack velvet. the decolletage wak cut
round, and the costume was en traine:
black tiara in coiffure. studded with
diamonds. Ludy Censtance Knox
looked charming in a white Irish pop-
lin silk, with transparent yoke veiled
in lace; white sash; string of pearls
round throat. Miss Richmond was at-
tired ip & white pompadour silk, with
pink floral design, and trimed with

turquoise  blue, His  LExcellency
waore evening  dress, with the
Order of KOCMG, the Order
of the Knights of &t. Joln

of Jerusalem, and the Queen’s .JTubi-
Jee medal. Mrs. Atkinson, hlack satiw,
finished with white lace applique; Miss
Atkinson, pale greenm satin, with sash
and sirramers, relieved with white luce
and pink roses; Miss Aubrey, bright
rose silk of the Chinese peonies colour.
the bodice was made with taeks, and
the decolletage was finished with fuld-
ed cheek of white and pink sill, the
waist was swathed with check sash
and finished with strewmers ar the
back: Mrs. (Colenel) Nunks, veory
handsome white satin veiled in black
Spanish lace; Mes, Daldwin, bluck silk
veiledd in chenille wet: Miss Brigham
logked dainty in ivory =itk finlshed
with salmon piok flowers on decallet-
age; Mrs. L. Benjamin, black broeaded
ratin  with iet  Bnishiogs; Mins
Niss loaled distinguee jo a white silk
with a profusion of billowy luce, and
scnrlet flawer on shoulder, white or-
nament in coilfure; Mres. Harry Head
Nloomfleld wore a pretiy costume of
white ondine. the  decolletage was
swnthed with folded bells denna pink
velret; Mre. Lueae Reod DBloomfivld,
black silk veiled in black lace. decol-
Jetage outlived with piok tulle ood
floxwera; Mrs. Georpe Read Moomfleld,
white brocaded silk encrusted with
lase; Mrs, Poscawen, bhrk eilk, with

white let in fromi, piuk opera cape!
Mixs Roscawen looked chic in white
#ilk with beud trimming snd pink
flowers on decalletage, white ostrich
sigrette in coiffure; Mrs. Erabaut,
black gilk with viotet wilk vest and
pancl veiled in black net; Mrs. Brig-
ham, black velvet; Mias Brett, pretty
canary Eilk with viclets on corsage,
and finished with white bebe ribbon;
Mrs. Alfred Buckiand, black eilk, fin-
ished with lace; Miss Phoebie Buck.
lapd, very striking black costume, the
bodice wan veiled in white lace appli-
gque, the skirt was trimmed with the
same lace applique; Mrs. C. F. Buddle,
Italie brocade finished at corsage wilth
chiffon, and relieved with spray of
amaryllic red flowers; Miss fvy Rud-
dle, navy blue velvet profusely trim-
med with iridescent passementerie;
Mrs. Bedford, black silk, relieved with
pink at neck; Miss Wylde-Rrown, pink
silk, finished with pink tulle, pink
flower in coiffure; Mrs. Creagh, blark
silk, relieved with black luce; Miss
Creagh, white silk, with edgings of
white fur; Mrs. William Coleman, very
handsome chrysantha columbine yel-
Jow Uurocade finished with lace: Mrs.
L. Corbett, block costume, relieved
with scarlet flowers; acarlet flowers in
coiffure; Mrs. Chamberlain looked ex-
tremely well in mauve brocade; Miss
Cenolly, pretty blue  =atin, fio-
ished with lace encrustations, the
bodice was tucked and finished on
shoulder with pink roses; Mra. Hugh
Campbell, bluck silk veiled in net with
silver encrustations: Mrs, J. Campbell,
pink brocaded silk finished with luce;
Mrs. Caro, black silk, relieved with
pink shirred tulle: Mixs Caro, white
=ilk, finished with scarlet flowers at
corsage; Mrs. R. Anthony-Carr, hiack
costume. finished with white; Miss
Nora Carr, the palest of letture green
gilks; Mts. J. M. Chambers, dome blue
brocade, hsandsomely finished with
lace und yellow chrysunthemums on
each shoulder; Mrs, Cheeseman,. elee-
trique green costume, trimmed with
black lace; Miss Coates, white silk,
finished with violets on decolletage;
Mrs, K. Coates, black silk. relieved with
pink; Miss Cuff, white; Mrs. W. H.
Colberk, white silk; Miss Cooper, ltalie
silk; Mrs. Dacre, black lace over elec-
trique blue silk; Miss Dacre, white
eilk. with ostrich plumes vn decollet-
age, white ostrich tips in coiffure;
AMrs Duaveney, black; Mrs Moss Davis,
oyster grey Dbrocade trilnmed with
bead passementerie; Misses Moss Davis
(3) were studies in white; Miss May
Dawson., white trained  silk;  Mres
Devereux. black. finished with white
applique; Miss Devereux, canary hro-
cade polonaise over white =iik and
pleated white -tulle; Mrs Dudley,
Dlack silk with fichu of white lace;
AMiss Dudley, white silk; Mrs W. Du-
faur, Black =il relleved with pink;
Miss Dryaper wore a white silk: Mrs
{Cel.) Dawsan, brown plaid silk with
velvet trimmings; Miss Donaid, lemon-
coloured silk trimmed with violets;
Mrs (Dr.} Erson, black velvet; Miss
Firth, blue and white mileraie striped
silk. the hodice was finished with
black; Mrs A, I'. Friend, white silk,
finished with sash; Miss Irodsham,
black; Mrs Thoroe George, new shade
of heliotrope brocade, finished with
soft tulle 1rimmings: Misy ‘Thorne
George, sweet pea pink sitk, en traine;
Mrs Nelson George, purple xilk veiled
in black: Mrs Gillies, Sultan red silk,
finished with white loce; Miss Gillies
waore a bright pink sutin with panel of
white in front of skirt; her sister
wore a kalmen pink silk veiled in white
lace: AMrs (orrie, black: Mirs Mary
Giorrie. pink =il Ars M. T. Gorrie,
white wilk, finisheld with luce; Miss
Tlanche Uorrie Tooked well in a white
surnh: Miss Urifliths (Sydneyi, white
silk with turgquolsze bhlue velvet ot
waist and corsage: Mrs Goodall, hinck
velvet; Mrs Goudhne, ¢laret silk skirt,
claret velvet bodice: Mixs Gill, white

®ilk: Mrs Glenny, b Mes L. Hut
chison. Blaeck lac Atisa Hntclhison,
new grenat silk: Mrs . . Hunt, pret-

1ty columnbine pink silk: Miss Huuliain,
Dlack; Mrs T, B. ay, black silk; Miss
Hay wore white: Mrs J. €. Hardie.
Bluck costume trimmed with roval
blue  and  Hoished  with  ividiseent
beada: Mixs Hesketh, white silk, fip-
jkhedl with lace and Howers; Mrs J. I,
Haopna, Ilack, Miss Nanua.  pink;
Mrs Hansen, rich  blark Tanix
velveteen  eortume,  finished awilly
point kiee; Mrs lleather, very utriking
white sntin veiled in Black plaid grena-
diine peionsine, finivhed with fringr,
the costume was en traine; Mrs BHol-
land. bluvk silk: Mise Holluwd, ennary
sj1k: her sizter wore whites Mra loop-
er, binck pilk, finished with white lace
applique; Miss Hooper, pretty com-
hination of black and wwhite; Misses
Horne () were stuldiea in hlack: Miss
Howard, plok ellk; Miza Hull looked

pretty as a debutante In white silk,
and earried a lovely bouguet of white

flowers; MMrs Hanmer, ULluck; Mrs
Innes, black vwelvet; Mias  lones,
white; Miva Fdith Isases, dainty

roar coramil pink silk: Mrs Fred [reland,
black silk; Mizses lreland (2), studies
in white pompsdour silk; Mra Kees-
ing, grey silk: Miss Keesing, canary
&ilk with drapery round hips of white
silk and white decolletage, her aister
ware bright dome biue veiled in black
lace; Mrsx Barry Reesing, white silk,
finished wilh pink roses; Mra Keogh,
black; Misa Keogh, white; Miss Kias-
ling pale green : her sister wore
white; Mrs (Dr.) King, hlack: Mrs
(Dr.) Luing, white silk; Misx Leonax,
white wilk, fimished with blue; Mrs
Hope Lewis, canary bracade; Mra (Dr.j
de Clive lowe, bDlack lave: Miss Luaak,
pink nnd yellow shot sitk; Mrs Lusher,
white; Mry Lyons, handsome English
costumwe of ULright pink silk with

autuiin leaves and Lerries ul coTsage;
Miss Fealon,
bright

piak; Mrs Mahoaey,
costume of poppy red aud
Mrs Marshall, white silk; Mrs
oldd, Lluck costume  encrusted
with silver sequing; Madame de Mon-
tulk, black sitk: Miss de Montalk, pink
Liberty silk; Mrs R. de Montalk, blnck
velvet relieved with  white; Mrs
Thomns Marrin, hlack lace costume;
Miss Morrin, white sitk, finished with
violets at corsage; Mrs Morris, very
striking muiluve silk with bands of
cream #ilk fringe rupning horizontally
round skirt, which wus oo traine,
white panel nf lace dawu the front of
skirt, the bodice was linished with this
ifringe and large wreath of sal.
on pink  flowers on  shoulder;
Mrs Muorrow, very handsome fragilis
blue brocade; Mizs Morrow, white silk

wil_h osirich feathers; Miss Moas,
white; Aiss Mowbray, black; Miss
Murray, white pompadour silk; Mrs

I+0 Myers, white satin with fox fur;
Misses Myers (2), were studies in
white; Mrs Markham, light coloured
evening costume; Mrs H, II. Morton,
black wvelvet coxtume with hutlercup
on doecclletage; dMiss Morion, bive siik;
Mrs MceCormick, white «ilk with
ver threaded net over all; Miss MoeCor-
mick, white silk: Mrs Alfred Nzthan,
black relieved with pink; Miss Julia
Nathan, swhite silk: Mirs Nelsou. black
velvet; Miss Nelsun, pilnk &ilk; Mrs
Nichol, black velvet: Misses O Neill (2),
were stndies in columbine blue rilks
with silver passementerie: Aliss AVNeill,
while silk: Mes G J. Parre, Llack kijdced
chilTfon over robe af wuipure. with ap-
pligue of palest yellow pawne outlined
in gold sequins, drapery rotind corsage
of mold threuded Jace: 3Mrs Filzroy-
Feacocke, grey silk finished with bluek
lucel Miss Peacocke looked well as a
debutante in white silk: Misses 1'oa-
eocle (2), Ponsonby, were studics in
pinl: Miss Yereival, bright pink sillk,

the decalletamer and coiffure wer
lieved with piuk daphne; Miss Pierce,
Trlue; Mizs Uriee, white Mrs Tans-

dale I'ritt, Llacley 2 i, Purclias,
black =itk finiched withh groen; Mres
Rathbone, eautiful ivary brucade, en
1raine, with Dbemd ivimming. the de-
colletame wis finished wirh saft white
chiffan: Mrs (Dre,) Stuart-Reid, o com-
hination of bluek wed turgnoise Llues

AMrs UHiee, Dlack, and her dauglters
(23 wore while: Mrs Rich, grey silk
with pink folded velvet on corsag

Miss Rich, bluek silk: Mrs Richard-

son, grey silk irimmed with silver pas-

seinenie Miss Richardson, lovely
pink silk; Mrs ). Roach. very elegant
Hydoey costume of lemon  coloured

silk, made in tunic style, the decoile-
tape was cncrusted with pearls, the
uoderskirt was finished with bunds of
white: Mrs Hoberts, Black Jace: Mra
Robertson, white silk; Mrs Runcimua,
black silk: Miss Buneiman, white: Mes
Bdward Russell, white lucey costame;

Mpes James Bassell, hluek silk: L]
Russell . Wore v haad-onne white
silks, with lnee findshings: A Ronke,
sky Dlue sitk, en trolnes M uvage,
white: Mrs Segar, bl Tanis velvets
een voxtnme: Mrs Dillingh . blaelk,
finished  with  hlue:  Mrs Shepherd.
Llack, and her donghter, a o debutante,

wore white: Miss Shepherd, blavk und

white striped  cestime; Mre Sndth,
Blavk; Miss Smith, hilack, Te-
liesrd  with  white: M=o Al AL
Shery, eresmw fluwered Drocadey Mrs

Van Nturmer, huttercup sill trimmaed
with violets: Miss Vim Stnemer, whites

Mrs Chinnery-Sugumie, black relieved
with piok: Mrs 1L Rtebbing, white
sitk: Mise Sage, gyvey enstume; WMrs
Heegner, searlet silky Mrco Archdate

Tavier, Mnck skirt. canary luee blonuse:
Mrs Kerr-Tnrlor. white satin with gold
ornnments; Misses Kerr-Taslor, white
rilkny Mrs Tews . very heautifal cos-
tume nf the new Nt L] hrocade;
Mrs ‘Tibhs, ehrvsanthemim  coloured
pimk milk; M Tims., hlurk empire
costume; , Mry Phillipr-Turaer, ok




