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\\]I(l \\I\I H[T NEVER WEAR
THE VICTORIA CROBS.

MES

While thete is nothing more glorious
in war than the winning of the Vie-
Cross,

there are few things more
ic and pathetie than the cases in
wlhich patlant men, like the late Tieu-
temant Hoberis, have won the cross for
vulaur, but have not survived their
heroism to wear it.

There are mmny snch ¢ases in our
war annals of the last forty-four years
¢ our Queen first instituted this
rewnidl for conspicuons  braovery on
the ficld aof hattle. During the recent
Matabele war, when a handful of our
wien were being hotly pursued by the
ey, Trooper Wise, of Grey's Horse,
rruck oo bullet when he was o
et of mounting. His horse bnlt-
1 the enemy were within a few
vands of the fallen man when a fellow-
tronper, Baater, seeing his plight, dis-
mannted from his horse and  lifted
Wise into the saddle amid u perfeet
hail of bullets.

[laxter™s  position was nnw  warse
than that of the man he had resened.
sSupporting  bimself by the stirrnp-
leather of another trooper  he com-
meneed to run, bt had not proceeden
many varls when o hollet strock him,
andd he fell to the groumd mottally
wounded.,  Iwmxter hatd won the croes,
It never e+ven knew it

tur army has produced no heroes
hraver than the small band of eight
men whae hlew ap the Cachmere
in 1hr Indian Mutiny.,  Each man ¢
v iy of powder, the pallant Tir-
i 1-r(w~n-d the drnwhridae anorl
roshed up ta the inner gate in the Faee
of a tornado of =hells nul Pallets, Ax
they placed their bags af powder in
positian iinst the prate the hullets
spat around them like rain, and firs)
one and then another dropped.
befors the bags were nll In
e pawder was accidentally
wd with o deafening ersh
nru- the gite wax blown into the
air, sl those who hied not Fallens were
Tt fron
with the fulling debr

=

OF the grallant

pight two only, Sergeant Smith wad
Tgrler i thorne, Lived 1o wear the
(ST thl-_\ Tl 0 Travely wo The

Acvutennnt ‘\ulk 1] aaw e

- Cross, :mnl he Wied |Ii|||||‘ in the
it wonkl be nice 10 bave

it kent bame

HENNING AND SERVICE,

OF AUCKLAND,

Buring the Afghan war of 1880 an
Euglish gunner performed a feat or
daring which eclipsed even that of the
fanous wht Hrigade”™ At the bar-
tle af Maiwand. when the enemy were
charging the guns in irresistinle num-
hers. a small body of eavalry started
fo meet them and intercept the at-
tack. Gunner B¥mith. of the E Battery,
ieining in the charge. When they were
within one hundred yards of the on-

AND THEIR MOTOR-CYCLE.

rushing  enemy the brave pgunner
fann? himself absolutely alone, the
remainder of the small foree having
retired from  the Thopeless veature,
Nathing daunted, Gunner Smith con-
tinued the charge alone, and, hurling
himself at the front rank of the.ene-
my. was hewn down with a dozen sa-
bres, winning the eross and losing his
life in a single moment of reckless
bravery.

It was in Afghanistan, two years
varlier, thar Lientenant Hamilton loxt
his life while winning the cross. At
Kujja, when riding with a native
guide to the rescue of his major, the
guide was unhorsed sand immediately
surrounded by a crowd of Afghans.
Seeing his companion’s plight Lien-
tenant Hamilton rushed to his assist-
ance, and simply mowed down This
assailante with the sweeping blows of
his sword until the puide was able to
mount agnin and to esegpe. This wax
only one of muny similar feats whicn
won for the brave lieutenant the cross
for valour. He fell at laust, however,
cavered with terrible wounds, and
never even saw the erox8 he had won,

0Of the nine men who risked their
lives in & vain defence of the mngn-
vine at Delhi, and blew it up rather
than allow i1 to fall into the mun-
neers’ hands, only four survived the
venture, and of these three only lived
to wear the crass of which death had’
rolsbed their six comrartdes.

While muany brave men have thus
fallen in the supreme moment of win-
ning the eross others have survived to
wedr it only by an apparent miracle.
Turing the Persian war of 1856 Cap-
tain Wood, of the Tndian Army, was
hit by no fewer than seven bullers
while leading his men against a fort.
Although thus riddl. d by bullets anca
dripping with bLloord, the gullant cap-
tain dashed jinto the fort and wrought

such havor with his sward that i1he
enemy beat a basty retrent. He ulri-
mately survived his terrible wounds,

and wore the vross which he had so
dearly won.

Even more remuarkable was the es-
cope of another V.C. hero, Sergeant-
Major Henry. whe. at the battle of
Inkerman, defendied the guns single-
hamded against an army of Russians.
With sword and bayonet, one in each
hand. he held them at bay until de-
Iugred with blood, whick poured from
a dezen wounds, aud, overcome by ex-
houstion, he fell fainting to the
ground. Of the sixty-two Crimean
heroes an whose Dreasts our Queen
pinned the Vietoria Cross in June,
1857, none had wen it more Lravely
than Sergeant-Major Henry, .

A BEAUTIFUL COMPLEXION.

Apply Sulpholine Lotion. It drivea
away mmples, blotches, roughness, redneas,
and all mﬁgummenta. Sulpholine dev-
elops a lovely sakin. 1ls bottlea. Made in
London. —Advt.
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