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Minor Matters.
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A man rmamed Millikan for many
years iofested a certain small country
town. Milltkan's chie! bid for fame
was lbe ingrouity of his excuses for
not paying bis debils  His business,
when he condescended to have apy,
was always that of selllng agent for
something—porous plasters, fruit
Lrees, sewing machines, head-stones,
or other commodities—and il be bad
ever put half the skill and energy in-
to bis work that be did into his manu-
facture of excuses for noo-payment,
be would have prospervd. Miilikan
never objected to being dupned—in
faet, he ofien went toa his credilars
and “duabed himseif,” as the sayving
ie. But he was alwayvs armed with an
exvuse of dazzling beauty. Usually
be bad had the money—indeed had
started for hix ereditor's house with
it—but had lo=r it in some wayx., Fre-
quently he was roboved. If a bank
closed its «doors anywhere within 40
wiles, Millikan had money in  that
bank. 1f 2 man abscoaded that man
owed Millikan. If there was n fre it
desiroyed Miliikan's pos o= If
there was a rumour of a ropean war
it depreciated Millikan's holding=s and
reduced his working capiral.

Millikan bhad long ewed Dr. Cates a
bill. The docior had abont given up
hope of ever gerting it. and had =ei-

tled down to a philosophical enjoy-
ment of the man’s excuses.
He had promised, solemnly. how-

ever, to pay it on a certain daTe, hav-
ing a large sum comiog toe him fnr a
consignmeni of apple-trees. The doc-
tor's hopes revive<l somewhat. Fright
and early on the merning Millikan
rang his creditor’s bell furiously. Bat
the doctor Found his face the picture
of woe.

“Toc, I promised 10 pay you to-day,”
began rhe caller.

“You did. Millikan.”

“IWell, I'm sorry. Doc. but I can’t do
it. Hlow the luck!™

*Whats the matter this time??
acked the doctor.
“Why, Doec. the darmedest harlest

Juck ¥ou ever heard tell of. You know
how absent minded Y am, Doc. and how
patribtic—1hem are twoe of my stroog
pinte.  Well. Doc, ¥ was driving into
town late last night with that money
in my pocket. right io a roll. when the
bovs called me over and wanted me
to help ‘em  celebrate’ Pretoria by
shootinz off that old bras= eannen at
midnight. Well. 1 went. and on the
tenth round I was n-loading her. and
we ran out of wadding, ant what do
you think I done. Doc. in my exeite-
ment, but yank out that roil of notes
and ram ‘em iofro thar cacoen and
touch "er off before I thought; and
there went ali that hard-earned cash
ali blowed 10 fiinderss Doc, T am =sor-
rier than vou be. Bur I'll have 11 for
¥ou by the ist of August sure’”
+ + +

The I'retoria celebration at Dune-
din bordered at times a little on the
boisterous. and on one oceasion a
large crowd had gathered in front of
Messre, Sar, son and Ewen's pre-
mises. where sometbing in the na-
ture of a scrimomage Wus procecding.
The mmtter was just looking alittle zer-
ious, when a happy idea struck some
one, who appiied a very eflective re-
medy. On the top of the premizes
there is a large reservoir for fire-es-
tinguishing purposes, and some of
the contenis were direcled on the
vrowd below. The effect was Imagi-
cal. As soon as the unlecked-for
shower bath was felt, everyone scai-
tered in all directions, and the aftair
terminzled amidst loud laughter.

+ + +

The late Prince Birmarck was not
given to the tellimg of siories, but
unee, at a hanquet in Herlin, he twold
one of General Moltke, who was din-
ing =t the same table. "o you re-
member, general,” be maid, turning to
ihe greal nirategmt, “the last time
you accepted a cigar from mel”
Molitke cculd met recall the occasion,
“V¥eil,” rejoined Hismarck, "I my-
self wshall mever forget the ermvcom-
stances. It was on the day of Kooig-
pratz, during the anxicus time when
tha battle stood still aad we could
neither go backward nor forward—
when one midede-camp after ancther
galloped off without ever returning,
end we could get po news wf tha
Crown Prinpee's coming. I was fright-
1dlly uneacy, and my eyes wandered
roart fn sewyoh of you. 1 saw you
standirg not far ofl. You were guz-
ing on the battle with a look of the

most  serens  indifference, and the
stump of a cigar in your mouth.
"Welly” sakd I to myself, *if Maltke
“un go on smoking so cabmly as that
it ean’t be sa very bad with us after
all’ So, riding up, I affered you my
care, which comtained two cigars, a
goed and a bad one. With the un-
erring glance of a true commander,
You selected the good ome. I smok-
ect the other myself after the battle,
end 1 never enjoyed a smoke better
in mwy life. Collier’s Weekly.
+ + +

In defoult of other amusewments Fie-
ton people are cultirating the piseca-
torial art. and rpend no end of time
charming the finhy tribe. Wonderful
fish stories are related —some of them
trae and some are mixed to be taken
cnm gruno salis; but cne of the fun-
niest is about a Chinaman who also
fell a victim to the prewailing craze.
acd went a-fisking off the wharf. He
rot tremendous bites (from a small
urchin who had stowed himself away
under the wharf}, and hauled in time
affer titue wirhour any result, and he
Kepr on assuring evervbody around
thar the fish “him welly =mall. but
catchee him pleasantly.” Presently
he caught lhiw  truly, for, having
thrown out hiz line a little (urther
than usoal. the yowongster under the
whar! over-balanced himself and went
flop into the warer. Johunie's pig-tait
oearly fell off with friybht when he
feund he had caught a boy. The on-
lockers shrieked. and the boy capered
about in the water ohlivious of harks
and such like.

+ + +

The Book Tea could not possibly
Tun very long. Of the piving of such
teax there must ecme an end. $iill,
the idea was too wovel and too ap-
P iabie tp the commen understand-
ing for it to be allowed 1o die utterly.
It had - like the influenza 1o leave
behind it its formidable after-resulis.
And one of these results is the
Flower Tra. The phraze sounds fe-
minine aod hopeful. But the thing
itrelf proved even worse than the

Book Tea. J§ had, of course. the
same idea. Yeu were iovited 1o a
Tta -10 what the Freoch say the
English cail ~A Five o0 Clocks™ -and

when you entered the room you were
to personate a flower. and you were
allowed te wear a badge to help vou.
It =ounds all very pleasant. One has
jdear of a shy. pentle girl Ilooking
like a violer, of a qgueenly beauty as
a roze. of the prace of a lilv. of the
stinging sarcasm of a mnettle. But.
unforiunately, the thing is taken in
another way. and it is the badge that

settiles aqhe flower and puzzles the
company. For how should one guess
thar a friendly-looking girl. wish

kind eves and a portrait of Kruper
pendant from a button-hole meant
Anemone? Or. again. that a pretiy
bicyclist. lithe and fearless, decoratel
with a picture of a flower. or, better
still, with the flower itself, symbol-
ised a Cyelamen (a sickly man), or
that a male guest showing on a card
on his coat semething like a rook
perched on a big D meant a Crocux?
If Book Teas were a pood thing—
which we donbt— surely Falstaff was
right when he zaid that the fault of
the English was that when they had
a good thing they made it toa com-
moa.

+ + +

There are many stories of the orig-
inality of little falks concerning mat-
ters eternal, but the following, got
off by two little Wanganui children.
i hard to beat. Towmy, a preco-
cioux ¥outh of six summers, took it
upon himself te administer a theo-
logical lecture to his sister, a maiden
of still more teoder years. The occa-
¥ion was bedtime, and Tommy's sur-
plice was his pightgown and bis pul-
pit wae his cot. e teok as his suliject
“Heaven and Hell.”™® Hraven, he said,
was & place where all good people
went to, and where the happy cnes
sang =ongr, played op golden harpas,
and  wore crowns on their heads.
Heil, on the other hand, was a place
where people who dragk aod smoked
were rent. Yon, he sald, pointedly
addrersing hia nister, will go to the
bad plare, becanse you are nanghty
and Yoo scrutch apd lose your tem-
per, and I'l go there too becaunse X
do wicked things snd =pit. Ma will
g0 to heaven, becaust xhe's 10 good
aod kind 1g ux, and never loses her

trmper. At this stagy the timorus
maiden was im tears, sobbing at the
Zhlooiny prospeet held out for her by
the gloomy theeglogiun, Fyen Touimy
was mosed, fur be wnished bis ora-
tiann with the cvomforting assurance-—
UNever “mimd, Uis, Pa will be with

us.

+

In new districts wmhere lawyers of
profound learning are not to be had
for Magistrates, the country Juostice of
the l"eace, with common sense and a
sense of justice, makes an acceptable
substitute. Nevertheless, there are
pumerons instances io which  the
proceedings of country justices would
be the better for more knowledpge of
the law. Lawyers relate queer In-
stances of their proceedings=,

A colonial Justice of the Peace is
said ta  have presided in a core
brought by himzelf for an asrault an
nim by his wife. After testifying in
the c¢ase bimieelf. and hesrieg all the
evidence of other witnesses. he threw
the « out af eaurt on the ground of
insutficiency af evidence! His rigorous
rense of justice and sell-abnegation
are likely to rank in history above
tho<e of the Roman judze whn eon-
desnined his own son ta death.

When this stary was =zald lately an
American present match it with sn
acceount of a country judge np io the

aine, who presiding in an
important horse-st W s, Al
thotirh it wae properly a jury case, the
lawyers on bath sides agrecd to dis-
pease with the jury. requesting the
judge 1o "acr as jury.” The judge took
the request literally. and alsa felt that
there chould be, to saticfy the law, no-
minally a jury.

After mountiver the hench and con-
sicdering n long rtime. the judge left
the bench. entered the jury-bnx. and
had himself sworn by the clerk. He
heard the evidence there. but when
an objeeTion was made on a law polnt
he left the bhox, monnted the bench
and passed on it ax judse. refurning
te the jurry-box when the teslfimony
was resumed,

After the evidence was  all in, he
wrote out his instructions as judge,
and. handing the dorument to one of
the attorneys. requested him to read
it 1o the jurr. After listening in the
box to fhe instructions. e had him-
self condneted from the room by the
sheriff and locked in the jurv-room to
consider the case and prepare a ver-
dict.

“How long did he stay ou1?” asked
one of the lawyers 10 whom the story
was being told, )

~Hix hours.”’

“What was the verdict?”

“He reported that the jury was nn-
able to agree, and as jutlge discharged
himpself!™

+ + +

The following is
story, aml i aftirmed 1o be
absolutely true. The substance
of  the  srory s as follows: —
Twno  dovers talked  af  the  pos-
sibility ©f communicution after death
on 1he eve of their marriage. and
promized each other that the fir-t
who died would, if it were porsible,
appear 10 the gne upon the enrth, no
matter what pain jt co~t to do so. A
few days later the man went away
te his warship. The wife pot letters
from him daily. Une morning she
awaked, affer dreaming of her hus-
bawd, aud

the latest ghost

=aw him standingr at cae
foot of the bed.  She rubbed her
eves in amazement, for he instantly
vunished. She thoupht she had been
mistaken. bt her heart was full of
dread. She descended inta the par-
Gen, and there saw him again,  This
tim¢ bhe disappeared as instantly as
befere. Yhe knew he was demd, A

little later his daily Iefter came, but
that did net reassure her. Jler father
and the eervants all =nid they bad
sten bim. and =00on 4 telegram came
annouwing that be had lwen drown-
+d that morning white atrempting 1o
He pever ap-

prared to her again,
+ + +

A mun runs up aguinst some gueer
i in railway trmvelling. Know a
way-bavk  storvkeeper who carried
gunpowder with him because he “can’t
swee the force of peying ten shillings
for having fiftern bob's worth of ex-
plosives put joto compartment eet
apart for the purpose.’”” He sticka the
powder carclessly under the seat to be
kicked by everybody's heels. Alno
(semys the msame writer in the “Bollet.
in”} T once travelled from Cootamun-
dra with u case of typhoid, It wan In
my arms most of the way, s the com-
partment was crowded, It wan “going
to Bydney lorpital.” Agaln,
travelled to CGoulburn with fat  old
lady with an offennive smell in n carped

1115

3 Officials, suspeetin defunct
baby, seized the bag. but liund in id
only & lot of shells and decompusing
seaweed, which the old party had eol-
lected at Manly BHeach. ‘The author-
ties should ordain that all parcels shall
set forth on the outside the nature of
their contents, and surely there should
be separate compartments for fever
paticnts as much as for expiosivem
Apother night, near Canbeiltown, a
man's muzrle-loading gun went off
and shattered a parson's boltle of gin
in the rack. “Hum,™ said the owner
of the gun, coolir, “thought I bud her
at half-cock.™ .

+ + +

An uccident occasioned by a too
ioquisitive  inspection of a  ship's
Tocke? oecurred at Castlecliff, Wanpga-

nui, the other dax. Three young
men  were  examiving  the  rocket,
whivh hid been picked wp hy ane of
theru, wlen owe of the trin indis-
creerly applied a matelh ta it OF
course, a vicleut explosion fallawed,

as the result of which alt three sus-
tatoed injuries in the shape of nasty
cuts abaut the Lody. arms ami legs
Fortunately neither of the young fel-
lows  were injurcd about the farce.
They were prompily broushs inta the

Hospital in a special train. where
their wounds were  dressed by Dr,
Arndersan.

+ +
As shawing the wisdom of muni-
vipalities buying ruts from Tuin, Dick
and Hurry. with the objuet of presents

ing the spreasl of the pla . witness
ithe vanduct of 4 smoll boy in my Mel-
Lovcne ~uburbh. One revent mterning a
friend encountered o younpgster with
three rats on a string and leinge of

an eaquiring turn ascertained that 1he
proud proprietor of fhe rodents was
“ =W

“tkin® "em™ to school. t for?™
“Why, ta =1l "em. o' enurse, “Hut
nat zt shool?™ Yes. there’s a feller

in aur elass what gives three "a’penee
each for "em. Then when he gets a
lot he =~clls ‘em faor three bob a dozen
in another.” My enquiring friend ass
eertained that the uamse of the enter-
prsing yeuth who posed ax wholesale

dealer in rats wis Moses Moses. That
i= nrar epough, anyhow.
L3 + i
A weli-known  physician. while

speaking of the various methods of
inducing slecp, said: @ Vve tried them
all -putting a cold towel on the head,
athieg the feet in hot warer, count-
ing up to 1000, drinking a glass of
miik, and =0 on—and the t thing
1 ever found was simply this: When

T Lave worked all the evening aad
tind miveelf at bedtime in a state of
nervons or umental activity, I go to
bed and place my right hand diteetly
mer the pit of my stomach. Whether
it is the animal warmth of the hand

acting on the stomach ant druwing
the circulation from the head, or some
nervess action, [ can™t Lut [
know that 1 fall aslvep ip a fow min-
utes. I believe that i a large ma-
jority of the ordinary cascs of =lvep-

BN,

]t I ecould only get
a little rest,”” How
many tired wornen

say this! They
are exhausted,
depressed, dis-
gouraged. Even after
sleeping they find them-
selves just as tired as before.
Not a part of the budy escapes
from the hard achies and pains. You
should bave all impurities removed
from jour blood and your nerves
greatly strengthened.

AYQIS
Sarsararilia

bricgs rest and rofreshing sleep. Yo
parvouscess dissppears and your great
uprest ECR RWAY. ‘.
ot mp:;u you ’Imow this s so, for
you have heard all about Ayer's Narsa-
illa. Aslk your doetor if it {sn't the
g::l. Sarasparilla In the world. Fven
gist will tell you **It's the
the best.**
I1f you are constipated, taks Ayer's Fila,
They greatiy ald the Barsaparilis,
Pravared by Dr. J. C. Arer & Co., Lowsll, Mam., 0. & &

your
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