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falten from his lips. To do bim jus-
tive, the world expected romicthing a
Little more heroie from Lim in his #x-
tremity. It was prepared fo bae stag-
grred ag be had  promused, but it
would have been contrated with much

ks, The figure of thal nucouth
figure fronting alene the approach
ml the jgrader, awd maiutaining up

tu the last 1he stero face of Jefance
would have galled furth the adwira-
tion of us ali. And amony hix own
prople OQom Faul would have remain-
ed a huusehokb a patiowal inspim-
tioa as that of Willluo Tell s amung
the ¥wisz. But a patrigt who uses
s authuority o Gl Biz moory bops
when the for is ar the pates, aod
rlipe 031 by the back dour, can never
B merit antythingy butl the exe-
crign of posterity.  The fugitive
Bruger vats a ‘ery =orry Hpure at
best afier all his insulent bowsts and
L notice ab<o-
hasingr muney  ur
uf perrd wus ol the
<¢ he must
if he v to have the
et anay safely
with hix bonty. But i he diew there
miust be those whe know the truth.
An ol man canpot carty abons two
milllons in iz personad
bely ure bat him-eif
be fact. 1 suppo-e
Puul esplains to hes eostidanss ihas
he i~ haliding the 1 i frusi fur
his vountry: that the ipews of war
are 1o be nscd 1o proless the strog-
Ele. ur snu that prove bhopeless be
witl go tu Furupe with the wonex
aud  there  sobzmise  the  alrouds
fricwily evnlinenta: press 1o =iy up
hatrud agarnst the lintishe 1 sobse
Tecent!ly bitzhed bograplice! autes
an Napeicen it b5 staled  that  the
Lullenn Emperor ou seseral oceasioos
deciazed that ke evuld eswiy  bave
buuprht the British press. the “Uimes”
imcludesd, and be evgreited be Bl pot
dune w0, Periops Mr Rrogner antiei-
pates bring able to do <oowtbiog of
the -~ame bid. AL thai. however,
1 mederous specdialion og o my o parct
in which [ fe=s 1 indeipe with ow
vont of ais wuraingr out
I cannot disjuee uy=eif ef
the idea that Krige s lailer par? i
this denwa Wil wel be a bherowe oue
o any <ewse, aml That he will prne

that he
rhe

a=-ert oas mueh
st iuce of

dowu
uf rhe

el fo e butl 3 wedd Wervenary
woni after alll
€ 8 @
THE LUF ANF OF CONVEIR-
=ATINON,
Hois o matier foF prefou e ret,
But the fact. 1 Feuar. oo thit for

rrasens hereinalfter o be odirew 2edd,
the wentle art of convorsatica would
apperar 1o be moa da cuutkiicen
in this celony, aod vai- far o
bevube  as  earinet  as the  ooa.
Tu thuze wizhiul to ecatrosert so
sweepils AN assertior. a

me o ol Feviecee. oo

many  lustan bur because
aprapes L wHL choose, fiest the me-
reption cnowaly the cther oyvemng
by the tuuntes= of Haninrels, o
Awwvkland tanernmene Houss rhe
ruons, bridlitorly Dehited ot Do

tfuly deeorared, were eroweeld with

upwarde  ulf Feien hoodred well
dri~~sl oawdt rpresiunaviy o well edie
eated peopie. mho woand et them-
welves down as the enltared elasses.
From u spevidcwar statedpoint, no-
thinr  was E W
pretis woken in

were well

raucemest shat thol

tu~ie. and ample we

visle, had bwem prond

joxment nf the roests; had
to Jdo wax to enter the [OYITe)
ser=ution with their Friends anc en-
e The tournament. A5 a matier of
Fass. pursip awml jer-onal couaneats
he'il the ~umewhbat ~by sathenogr vo-
tirely in rhrati., There wos ne at-
teriipt at mutial ewtrrtainment: ke
Fursis sinply stucrk Te the persons
foriniuy their owmn party. aml made
rh.TT peresriaoation- from drawiog-

room tu cerrbdor. amld vceasersa. in
Bt ooe group. <o far as I oeyoid see,
vt~ any tupic of geaerad interest bee-
ing discuaned:  n not one instance
Al fhe ronversation rise atove the
terel of feminipne criticiem ca the
froek-. arml commonplaves a= to Lhe
prettiness of the decorations, apl the
nimber of the pguests, Now. muehb
frpics mere |egitimates emouph as o

port of implement ta breuk the ire,
but ampely T im o2 pity tha! e such 3
gathering threre <hould hase been

mel am utter abmeocs of that spinit
wf social rommunam which oneht 0
have rricne). and that the pawer io
talk pasantiy. smumingly. and. per-
haps. ¢vem withily, on wmurh oceaaions
mhould wem 1o have vaniabhed ®0 com-

The cause of the jo~s of the
of ruwrse. continued lack of
eacreige in even the rudiments of
the ==rw, and the terribly umiversl
appreciation of  possip and  petly
seumial a~ a substitute. But one
must o baneath these things it cae
wirhes to get 1o the root of the mat-
ter. and ficd out how it ix we have
bevomy o lazy, and 50 willing 1o ac-
cepl tittle-taltie as & subwtitute for
conversation. And 1 think we shall
£l thal, to & greut extenr the al-
et entire absence of 1he dioner
party as a foerm of social entertain-
went s respon<ible for the moribund
cowalition of the art of coaversing.
Much has been writlen, much alleged
humour bhas been lavished oo what is
somelimes  Termed  the  professionuad
diner out. the individaal that s whom
any hostess making oot her dicoer
tixt huens for a disereet and pelished
talker, 3 patient listener. a man

pletely,
FIL

with the news of the ¢ at his tia-
ger eds. with apropo= comment or
unredete  alwieys ready for emer-

ceney. and who ean therefore live—if
he choeze- at otler men's tables from
cne #xel of The ¥ear 1w another, It s
the fashico to chaff this iedividaal,
hut had | a son of suficient years T
wonid  consider [ mipt
thao place him wvhder the toeloge of
num. The discipline and rhe
the snubbings aml enconr-
wenents imposed o turn on che
mxter whp would verd ax W

alinerwut are vole equaliesd (o vame
by the 11 hing, obecrvipe,
and wenerai keeping up with  the

alro esseatind to sueee At
By Other funetion are such qeraliiies
..lem.]mlnl tv o full an extest One
gassip a4t a reception. one

< abpites e e hions Wt e
Arty. aie oun tafk scandal o
smickerovm vr at afternuoen teas,

van

ul wdl these plaves Two or
three can get togeiher separately.
ut at i iy Lle all rhix
alteruil. w ul a RUCCEES

ner. taily are harres 1.

amd = piguant. muest
Le Tefr m' i time. as
Sthese vornfoninded xeTvi as Lyt

n I'elhom, “ars ai-
T v Pore can woark
dmirtod ra
mi unhu ak

*Hlu

pnﬂ [ h it he fon
where the Jinner

‘rely looked upen as an
decosnpatioenrt ta the mouateal eater-

ntel

ont of ent men antd wo-

Tyt

! 54 Y. becLime 37 <
pessitde anywhene, Lot the manoer
of it mest be so snppreseed s 2

atly berearh the

kakl

i RN TN
t eV L, “hl’:‘l\
then, 0 we have ler the

Ay wehowel of polite
fron 1 sowelal
B oa ISR T

: trawd of
3 e oo our frivods
nel fy these © 5wl

< e g the
Feet atnshed at
v ta furmsh forth
fatnnient. A fraocdorey
Teadly amono~t a
whneuw  better —ta n* that there
oA partieiiar dirine in chumpagone,
amd that ng Hereepeoting person af
mears in K ol olrinks anything
elme thne huve Imapired it
IR contravert svch oan
sl~inl yalearisin, byt =uch © not the
1~e.  The deiestable  phrase, ™a
hatthe of wine” rar Home confined to
an unaxprakat.le ciassi has be-n uved
(fa dehu’e champarne) 1O The writsr
by peeple woitd hare thought
uflert¥ incapable af sucrk a sulerism.
If it = merely <parkling or other
wmarita, and aomtly viands, thar stand
in the way of & rvvival of dinner par-
tws and roeversatiocal ar, et as at
Ofr Swerp awayruch nbstacles. Home
of the most rajoyable dinner parties
eirr given io Londom werr pepularly
hivavwu an The beef, baked tatoen,
and berr parties, and tg such simple
Ture, men whurr oDamex ar¢ world
famaus mere willing to st dowo snd
¢ichaiog® opisions; and if the wine
war lwkiog. the wit was mot. Such
parties could e arvanged bere, and
would certainly serve o ¢plivem and
elevate the waual round of soeiad
pleasures .
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OFPEXING THE DOOR To THE
IMPERIAL ARMY.

Amongrt many reforms which will
e institutzd directly the wuar is over,
none will comwanu wore public at-
teativn or have furtber reaching con-
sequencex, thao the =chemes now in
preparation by lond Welseley and hig
satelliws. for trrmipating the wrees
ched »xtute of affairs which render
the military carter practically a
cloged one, =ave to men of iadepen-
dent means It is. of courxe, per
feetly well kaowno that no man can
hopy te enter the army without the
possvsxion of from three bundred to
s thousund or up\n‘wﬂe a wvear, ac
cording Lo the repriment to whichk he
attaches himze!f, uuless. of course, he
should be willing 10 endeavour to
work hix way up from the runks. a
tuxk few ¢ pluck znd determina-
tinn to varrs out, =0 Inr as Eoglish
regiments are voncerned. 1t has
been amply proved im the present
war that the =yvsiem of relecting our
ofticers only frem the leisured class
has resaiteid somewhat disasirously.
there

In hravery wax no chuse for
compiaint, but over and over a i
A obviews that of men and

disaster were the resvit of incompe-

tence.  tat  wiholly  on  the part
of the commandi oticers, but of
their suboruinates. It hax pol yet

in the brielf despatches
vr the war is Cwver
we shall no dontt hear of many cases
where the care and forethonghr ol
the general was sacrificed 1o tie fool-
i=h bebavieur or incomperence of the
rulnd + 10 wnam s instructions
were entrusted. The reason for this
is not hard to seck, The=e young
officers 1 of piuck, they
discomfort. cold,
and semistanation with a cheery
grod natirr beyori praise. when 1he
cal!ll comer they wiil face tdeath with
smiling faces, with a jesting encour-
arement for thase thex lead on taeir
lips. bwit, ax ove critic has observed,
they do not know their trade, and

v

hase mever taken the tro.ble 1g ars
it .z & man has w learn the trade
of a luwyer, a barrister, a docvtor.
His tinwe, when he is khome, is de-
voted 100 mwch to those pleasures
and pursuits which newessitate the
aforvmentioned £300 to £1000 &
year. XNow, if all regimental ex-
peoses were ‘rigidly curtailed, and wke
pay given to officers increased, it is
obvicus that an etirely new set would
be available from which to draw
afficers. At present our officers eater
the army mainly “pour pazsez le
temps.” and because it is a family
trudition to serve the Queen. Thig ia
altopether admirable from a certain
point of view, and the sentiment of
traditional service of the =zovereigm
is of the noblest. buf if. owing 1o
sitch men following the fashiounable
world more keenly than their profes-
mign we are to suffer humiliating dis-
asters and defeats, we e paying
somewhat dear for that rentiment,
Men whose means did nat allow them
the mulrifarious pastimes and pleas-
ures with which most armiy moen now
rexate  their somewhat too ample
leisure, would naterally concentrate
their attentioa on their professiow,

and out regard it a3 a mere play-
thing. Of course, there are officers
taken from the rclass mentioned

whese profession i3 all in all to them,
bur. as any one who knows the =mart
armiy el is aware, the-e are not, 19
=uy the Jeast of in the majority.
Tord ‘Wolesley has long wished to
bring abour this reform to cut dows
I mimential expenses 1o A MO Tea-
saualle  frure, and 1o raise the
=tumlard of pay. Hitherto infivence
and  coaservatism have praved 1oe
strony for him. Now undoubtedly he

will ger his svay. Necessity backs
him up. and nece ¥, as we koow,
kevds a0 law  or custom. The graot-

ing ol commissions to coloniais—ed
no  privare means—is another =pur,
arul this reform will indeed probably
be one of the sery firslt to receive
sttemtion  when the “clearing np”
process hegins after the war is over,
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ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALASIA (1td)

A WQRLD-WIDE INSTITUTION.

The Firs b the World
To Liberalise Li‘e Assurands

THE NON-FORFEITURE OFFITK.

invested Funds and Reserves Pzr:e:ed £2,765,571.
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Auckland District Alanager.
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Enriched 20 per
cent. with Cream.,

STERILIZED—
NOT SWEETENED.

A Perfect Substitute

for Fresh Milk,




