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CHILI)REN'S
VORRESPONDENCE
COLUMN.

Aoy boy or girl who likes to became a consir,
an do so, and writo letters to " Ca 1sin Kita,
care of the Luedy Editor, *Graphic Qflee,
Auckland.

W rite on one slde of the paper only.

ANl purely correspondence leitera with en-

clope enda tuined in e carrial th ithe
Posl ¢)fflco as follows:—Nob oxceeding pox. bd 3
not oxcecding 4oz, 1d ; for every adililionul 2oz
or fractional part thercof, &1 It ix well for
carrc'::pondencem bemarked * Press Manuscript

aly.

¥,

Vicense note, dear eousing,
dreesced to Couxin Kate
woris ' [Press Manuscript o . I sn matked,
aul the ﬂ;;l turncd in, wind not overseight, the:
will coine for a kd stainp in Auckland, buta l.g
frain cvery other place.

‘GRAPHIC’

COT FUN
This fund ia for the purpose of maintain.
ing a poor, sick (‘llilﬂ 1 the Awnckland
Hospital, and is contributed to by the
¢ Liraphic’ cousins—remlers of the children's
pare.  The cot has been already boughit by
their kind collection of money, and now
£25 a year ia needed o pay for the nursing,
food and medical attewlance of the child
in it, Any contributions will be gladiy
received Ly Cousin Kate, carc of the Ll
Editor, * New Zealand Grapliie,” Bhortlan
atrect, or collecting cards will be sent op
ap,ieation.

PHOTOGRAI'HS OF COUSINS,

THH gOUSINS‘

Cousiv Kate will be delighted to
have photographs of *“Graphic” cousins
for reproduction an  the Children’s
"age. Parents and guardians are in-
vited to forward pictures. The full
names of children need not be pub.
lished if objected to. Tictures can be
inserted with the Christian name only
for title. ‘The photographs will be re-
turnedl if desired.

PAINTING COMPETITTION,

Puear Uonsins. yoeu had better hurey
with your puinting competitions. All
youi have to-do is ta cut out and colour
any piet 1 like fram any number
af the “Geaphie.™ 1t does not matter
wow ol onpe it is. You may ecolour
it in chalks of paint. Wite you name
on a pivee of paper and pin it {o the
pirture and send to me before May 30,
1000,

MO ABOUT PAST WEEK'S
PRIZES.

Pwar Causing,—T expeet most of you
will like to kpow whot  were the
prives | awarded in the compwtitinns
which elosed Inst week. First of all,
I omust tell von  that  Cousin Fva
Cozens, who won the fvst prize for a
map s eleverky, ealled an me with
her futher when sbe henrd she had
win the prize. fler futher wis most
delighied that his Vittle girl's patienece
hael e rewnrded, amd he, fan, was
wiving her o present, Irowas th-c-i(_h-rl
that the present she wounld hest like
wonlil e a set of denwing Instrumments,
and she aml her father went aff ta
by it for her on my  behalf.  Her
her thonght perhaps the cnae might
¢ more mancey than T hod in-

tended to wive for the prize, ao T told
1 what { hnd intended, and gave him
the mmount, anel he satd if the case
wis muore expensive he  would  add
something himself. Was he not a
thoughtful papa? But, veally, so cle-
ver i cousin at drawing deserved en-
courngement, though I could not give
s0 expensive a prize.

To Cousin (ladys T have sent a very
delightful book, and am sure she will
enjoy it hugely.

Ta Cousin Alice Peitigrew 1 have
sent a very handsome prize indeed, a
volnme entitled "Fifty-two Tales of
Fleroie (irls.” Tt is beautifully bound,
and full of the loveliest illustrations,
and, of course, exciting stories,. I
am eertain Consin Alice will spend
many Aan enchanted hour over her

rive.
P For Cousin Florrie 1 have a very
amusing and interesting story called
“Polly,” but cannot forward it. ns she
has not sent me her full address. I
hope she will do so at once.

@ &
A LETTER FROM THE EMPIRE
CIT

Near Cousin Kate,—With the new
month, which eame in sueh a bifter
muanier. we were given a sudden and
an unexpected foretaste of winter, and
thongh very near now, we still hope
for 1 few more sunny days before it
scts in in earnest,

As the Lenten senson iz over, wed-
dings huve been in full swing. A mar-
ringe tn take place ghortly is that of
Al Kirk. daughter of the late Prof-
{irk. daughter of the late Professor
Kirk. to Mr Atkinson, M.ILR., and the
engngement of Miss Mollie Richardson.
dunabier of the Hon. E. Richardson, to
At Tripe. has been announeed.

1 went to see “The Merchant of
Venice.” hut, having read and studied
the play before going, T was disap-
nainted with the performance. We linve
henvever. to be thankful for small mer-
civs. Lectures nnder the auspice of 8t.
Jahn's Youuz Men's Literarv Club are
ta he given during the winter months,
the first being “Scrambles in the
Southern Alps."" by the Alpine elimher,
Aaleolm TRo=e “Russia.” by Dr. Chap-
pel. “Combustion” and “George Bor-
row,” hy Professors Easterfield and
Trown respectively, and “What John
Knnx Did for Beotland,” hy Bir Rahert
Stout, will follow,

A “Gipsv Operetta” (in enatume) is
to be performed during the week at
St. Mark's Sehoolroam i aid nf 4ha
Chair Fund, Mr Tzett being responsihle
for the libretio, Opera lovers are look-
ing forward to the Operatic Bociety’s
performance nf “The Grand Duke”
next month, which will he the first in
this nuarter of the glahe. The Dramn-
tic Siudenta are rehearsing the famous
comedy “Schoal™ in view of a produe-
tion in July.

Several entertainmenta in aid of the
Tndian Famine Relief Fund are being
arranged, The Misses Youmans pro-
vide two. whirh promise to be very
anceessful, in the Skating Rink. These
vouug ladies ean always please a Wel-
lingtan audience hv the artistic ability
they display in iableanx. They are to
e assisted by Miss Jeannie Rumsay—
aur sweel singer--and others. whn are
warking energetically.

Cousin Elsie = to be congrentniated
an her fiext attempt at story writing.
T hape we shall have nnother from her
pen shortly,  How many eousgins know
why n et alwavs wiits H1l affer tin-
wer to wash hiz face? Not manv. 1
think. =a T will tell you. A ent onee
eaught a sprrrow, nwd was nhont to
_devaur it in the neaal wanner when the
hird said: “Neo pentleman entz till he
s flrst washed his face The eat,
tonehed to the anick by this eriticiam
af Ha sorial habits, aet the sparrow
Adown and proceeded to wash hia face

‘ith his paew, hut just ns he had begun
hin ablutiona the hird flew nway. The
eat was naturally annoved he shoald

have beem thud tricked hy a commaon

shouldi have been tricked by o common
spuirow, anid he swore a mighty oath
that ko long as he lived he would eat
his dinner first and wash his face
alterwards. That outh has been kept
Iy the cat's descendants, through
rountless generations, and to-day, ar
in the time of Hengist and Horsa, the
domestic tabby only indulges in its
nlways cumical trick of washing ita
fave with its paw afier it has enjoyed
a hearty meal. Thus it is that the
waoman of ithe house, if she sees the ~at
performing its ablutions out of its
regnlar meal ‘times, rushes in hot
haste to the pantry, and finds her worst
feara confirmed. The door of the
closet in which the provisions are kept
hnd been inadvertently left open, and
zo fte floor is strewn with the muen
lacerated remains of a beefsteak, or tne
pieces of a shattered milk jug. Next
time I may, perhaps, have something
to say about Mr Louis Wain, but for
the present remain, your loving cousin,
Jack. Glenmain, Wallington,

[Bear Cousin Jack.—Ti will, T am
sure. be a sincere pleasure to all the
cousing to welcome so accomplished a
relative to our band. Your letter shows
a eonseientious style and finish, which
promise well for vour future success in
literary work, The legend of the rea-
son pussy wighee her face after, in-
stead of before, meals was new to me,
and will, T am sure, delight all our
consing. 1 am greatly pleased to have
your photo, which iz reproduced in
another portion of thie pumber of the
‘Araphic.”—Cousin Kate.]
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Dear Cousin Kate,—I have filled the
collecting card that you sent me, and
have collected 68 6d altogether. 1
will send the postal note to you with
this letter. What Jittle cousin is in
the cot now? Do you think I would be
allowed to go and see her? I was
s0 pleased with the letter and badge
which you sent me. Please send me
another eard and I will try and get ir
filledt,  But L will say good-bye now.—
Wiih love, from Cousin Lucy.

[Tear Cousin Leocy,—1 was ever and
ever so surprised and delighted Lo get
your card back se soon, amd ] think
it was simply wonderful to collect six
shillings and sixpence ifn snch a short
time. Heow is pussy, and has the fox
terrier arrived on the scene yet? T am
glad you Hked hearing about 8pot.
He wns a most peenliar dog. He did
simply hate to hear a violin played.
His favourite (my sister) wae a very
clever player, but, alas! had a dread-
ful accident. falling downstairs and
smashing her wrist, so that she could
never, never play again. She was the
favourite pupil of a great masier, who
used {0 come all the way from London
to Liverpool to teach six pupils, for
whom he praphesied great futures.
Well. when Tlfrida broke her wrist
she was heart-hroken, but never spoke
ar eried ahout it after the operation
when the donetors told her the truth.
Tut all of vs conld see how hitter wan
her disappointiment. At last one day
Spot managed to get np to her Troom,
and she burst out erving, “Ah, Spot,
Spot, 1'11 never be able to make yvon
howl again. Spod: never any more.™
for Suot had always howled when she
vlaved. And do vou know T believe
Moot noderstood her zorrow, for from
that. time if ever anyone nlaved a
vinlin within Snof’s hearing he would
mwake awful efforts to get at him and
THe Tim, We nsed ta get into dreand-
Tl seraper over it with fiddlers in the
“treets. He wns the only dog tno 1
have ever seen who was fand of apnles.
e would eat the npples that fell from
the trees after a storm with every ap-
nearance of enjoyment. Was it not
queer tnste far a dog?—Congin Kate.]
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A LARGE BATCH
COUSINS.

OF NEW

AN the raphic® couging will, 1
am oseee. e most defiphted to notice
that we have a regninr company of
new consing from Npgnhauranga, near
Wellington, AR you  will wee, they
all belong to the snme Belionl, and
many ure of the snme age. All of
vou wil T am sure, join me in giving
fhem & henrly welvome, And now,
my denr new eousinkh, whal am T to
ray 10 vou? T nm very., very Horry
1 ennnot this week Teply to you all

scparately. Butl my page is already
50 full i cannot possibly do S0 now,
1though next time 1 hope to be able
to uapuge . r0u seem to have a
very nice, kind teacher, and 1 am
glad she reads you xiories, for that
wil]l make you waut to read them for
yourselves luter on.  Are you nol
frigntened of the droves of caltle?
L am afraid . should prove a sad
coward, and if 1 nad wo seramble over
a fenee like your teacher 1 should
never huve cournge (o come back
agnin, A good many of you seem to
keep pigeons; what kind do you like
best? o had a lovely pair of faniails
once. I am sending you each & badge,
and will forward one or two collect-
ing cards 1o your teacher to give
some of you, if she thinks well
Hoping you will write ugain in a
little while,—Cousin Kate.

Dear Counsin Kate,—! am ten years
old. 1 have two brothers and three
sisters: Leone, Olive, Hazel, Lewis,
and Arthur. We once lived in Auck-
land, a long time ago. I went to see
the Maori carpival im town; they
mude a big mat which cosl three
pesnds one  shilling and tempence,
and a lot of other pretty things.
There were five or six little girls
doing the poi dance. There are a lot
of green irees in New Zealand on the
hills and in the gardens. We had a
beouwtiful school picnie; we went out
to Itoss’ Gardens in brakes. Some
boys and girls won some nice things
in the races. My brother has some
pigeons. We have a pice flower gar-
den-—{ood-bye, Alma Wixon.

Dear Cousin Kate,—I have four
brothers but no sisiers, Their names
are Andrew, Willie, Frank, and
Charley. Andrew is eight, Willie is
five, and Charley is ten monihs. My
friend caught a morepork on Satur-
day afterncon. They feed it on mice,
birds, and raw meat. It comes down
and fights the fowls.- A Dilly goat
‘vame inte school, nnd it smelt awful;
i1 made ns feel sick. The owner after-
wurds killed it—James Jamieson,
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Dear Cousin Kate,—We used to live
at ‘Thorndon Quay. 1 used to have
nine brothers and sisters, but one
died and one gof married, and that
lett seven. Sometimes our teacher
gets over a fence to get out of the
way of bullocks. The drovers get
angry al us if we den’t get out of
the way of the sheep. They freeze
meat up al Ngahauranga, and send
it over ta England. Out at the pic-
nic 1 won two pens and three lead
pencils,  We were singing all the
wuy going out to the picnic, and sing-
ing coming bnck. My brother hae a
ot of pigeons.—Thamas Hmith.
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Ikar Cousin Kate,—I am len years
old. I have ten brothers and sisters.
One got married, ancd his name was
Hteve: the others are wcalled Lily.
Hilda, Ada, Alive, Tmisy, Teddy,
Muaiwel, Rlanch. and Tom. Ada was
drowned in the Napier river. 'The
Wgabnuranga Meat Company gave
ad  each for rats. Tast week I
caught four rats, and got a shilling
and this week T caught three. We do
not get paid till Friday, Every year
the Ngahauranga Ment Company huve
a pienic, Last time it was at the
1pper Huit.—Good-bye, Amold New-

Tand,
JORR O O

Tear Cousin Kate.—T am ten years
o), [ have two brothers and one sig-
ter, 8id, Harry. and Amy. We used
to Hve in town before we cwme to
Nihanranga to live, A man fell off
the train and got his two legs broken
off. hut he is getting on very well now.
We lke jolly stories, teacher never
rends us snd ones. We go up the hill
angd pather mushrooms and then tea-
cher gives ur pencils if we get her
some, {iood-Lye, Daisy Cook.
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Denre Cousin Knte,—T ain ten years of
nire. T have a brother and n mister.
My fother has n Jot of horses nnd carts,
amd ke hns a lot of men working for
him. Thelr names are, A. Short, J.
oy, and kome others. Thoupands of
sheep and cnttle are killed here every
manth.  They freeze the sheep and
then =end them awny to England.
The droverr pet angry- it you get in
the road and frighten the sheep. Wea
have to elitnhr over the fence to get ont
of ithe way of the cattle. One dny tea-
eler had to elimb over the fence when
A mob of cattle was passing, I have
wix pigeons, but T lost one and that left
me five. Good-bye, Clifford Clark,




